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Friday, April 15 at 6:00 p.m. at Union Baptist Church 

Joint Community Dinner between First Presbyterian 

and Union Missionary Baptist 

There is a Joint Community Dinner between First Presbyterian, Union Baptist 

and the Lansing Police Department planned for Friday, April 15 at            

6:00-8:00 p.m. The dinner will be held at Union Baptist Church, 500 MLK, 

Jr. Blvd., Lansing.  

This dinner is the result of Rev. Jenkins’ and Rev. Jones’ vision to have our 

two churches increase our relationship and be in fellowship with one another. 

This vision also included creating partnerships with other segments of the 

community. Reaching out to the law enforcement community is the first step 

in this process. Another influence in this Community Dinner project was our 

“Conversations on Race Initiative.” This Initiative was started at First 

Presbyterian one year ago and continues today! 

Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend the dinner. You will enjoy 

delicious food, great conversation, and wonderful fellowship! Please look for 

opportunities to sign up for the dinner over the next few weeks. If you have 

questions or comments, please contact Willye Bryan, entpeople@yahoo.com 
or Sallie Campbell, scampbell@lansingfirstpres.org.  

 

 

 

 
                                         

 

  

Sunday, May 1 at 3:00 p.m. 

Music of First Pres 2
nd

 Annual Concert 

The 2
nd

 Annual “Music of First Pres” concert will be held on Sunday, May 1 

at 3:00 p.m.  Come and celebrate the varied and wonderful talents of our 

church family. 

The Chancel Choir will present Benjamin Britten’s “Rejoice in the Lamb” 

featuring organist, Steven Lange as well as some of our favorite anthems of 

the season. The Bells of First will be ringing some of their favorite selections, 

including the beautiful “Thou Art Worthy” and “In Christ Alone”. 
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It’s finally here!  You will recall that last fall we had planned to jointly host a banquet with Union Missionary 

Baptist for the Lansing Police Department.  Unfortunately, because of scheduling conflicts on the part of the 

LPD, we had to reschedule.  The new date is Friday, April 15 at Union Missionary Baptist Church. 

In the fifth chapter of his second letter to the Corinthians, Paul reminds us:  “All this is from God, who 

reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God 

was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of 

reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us…..” 

It is this “ministry of reconciliation” that is the issue here.  The purpose of this banquet is to build bridges and 

build community.  We have an opportunity here, with our brothers and sisters at Union, as well as our fellow 

servants to the community, the men and women of the LPD, to begin the process of healing the breaches in our 

community.  This is not only an awesome task, but quite frankly, one that is impossible for us to achieve on our 

own.  And yet, we are not alone in this task.  It is the Holy Spirit that works in and through and among us.  And 

nothing is impossible for God.  

As “Ambassadors for Christ”, it is our great honor and privilege to work together to help shape our community, 

to “press it toward the fulfillment of the Kingdom of God”, as we like to say at First Pres.  How cool is that?   

Please set the date on your calendar and plan to be there.  As always, but perhaps even more now, your presence 

here matters greatly.   Come and represent the Gospel with your brothers and sisters.  Come and stand against 

the currents of hatred and division that are blowing through our nation.  Just being a part of this makes a huge 

statement about who are as Christians, and what we will stand for. 

I do want to remind you that this is just the beginning.  Our church and Union have agreed to raise five 

thousand dollars apiece to provide for a scholarship to the Police Academy for a person of color.  The hope is 

that this will provide a positive basis from which to reach out to the greater community to perhaps raise enough 

money to endow a permanent scholarship, perhaps even more than one. 

God is doing amazing things in our beloved city and he has called you and me to be his agents in this great 

change.  There are so many opportunities in this world to be part of the forces of division and enmity.  Let’s not 

miss this opportunity to be “ambassadors for Christ”, engaged in a powerful “ministry of reconciliation” in the 

great city of Lansing! 

      Stan  
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Sunday School Update 

April  3, 10, 17 and 24   

Younger children (4 yrs. – 4th grade)  

In this season of Easter, the children will learn and talk about the gracious presence of Jesus, how to celebrate  

God’s saving love by doing good works, how to practice loving ways that will build up the church, and showing  

gratitude for adult Christians in their lives. 

5
th

 - 7
th

 grades and 8
th

 – 12
th

 grades   

Our middle and senior youth will discuss stories from the books of John and Acts, including themes of doubt and 

fear, the ways God calls and sends us out, practicing our faith by serving others and being inspired by God to be 

inclusive and welcoming. 

 

Children and Worship Update – April 3, 10, 17 and 24 

Stories this month include:  Jesus is Risen – His Appearance on the Road to Emmaus, Jesus Appears to the Disciples, 

the Good Shepherd and the Wolf, and the Good Shepherd and the Lord’s Supper. 

Storyteller this month:   Brian Jackson  

Greeter this month:       David Jackson 

  

Parents’ Parallel 
Every Sunday there is Sunday School, in the parlor from after worship until 12:00 p.m. 

For everyone who is a parent, or who has had parents! This group delves into the Bible stories being studied upstairs in 

Sunday School, as well as whatever else comes up! Grab a cup of coffee and a cookie, then go up to the Parlor (on the 

main floor adjacent to the church library) until 12:00 p.m. to have some good discussions! The younger children will 

come down to meet you there in the parlor at noon. Come give it a try - all are welcome! 

 
Calling All Graduates!! 
Graduate Recognition Sunday is May 22 

ALL persons graduating from high school or university during the 2015-2016 school year will be recognized during 

worship on May 22. While we do have a list of who will be graduating from high school, there isn’t a current list of 

who is graduating from college!  Please inform Kathy Banghart of the names, addresses and phone numbers of 

college graduates as soon as possible so that some brief information can be gathered for the First Epistle. (High 

school grads, contact Kathy Banghart if you haven’t received a letter requesting information!)  Information is needed 

from all graduates as soon as possible, so as to meet the May First Epistle deadline of April 15. 

 

Camp Greenwood Presbyterian Camp 

At Camp Greenwood kids answer the question “Who am I in Christ?” and “What does that mean for me?” as they 

explore God’s great creation, search scripture and the arts, and interact with others. Check out this year’s offerings 

and register at campgreenwood.org.  

 

 

Save the Date!  Covenant Gathering 2016 
July 3, 4:00 p.m. – July 8, 11:00 a.m. 
Theme:  “One in the Spirit” 

Mail registration is now open!  Join other Christians for Covenant Gathering 2016 at beautiful Michindoh 

Conference and Retreat Center in southern Michigan, close to the Ohio and Indiana borders. Discover and explore how 

we are blessed by God and how to share that blessing within your families, your churches and the world. Covenant 

Gathering is a little bit conference, a little bit vacation with facilities for all abilities!!!  Visit 

www.covenantgathering.com for more information or to register. 
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Youth and Family Ministry 

Youth 

The big news for this age group is the Presbyterian Youth Triennium.  This denominational event is held on the campus of 

Purdue University.  We will be attending this year, July 19 to 24.  Our group will gather with other youth groups from 

Lake Michigan Presbytery at the First Church of Sturgis on Monday evening, July 18.  We will spend time getting to 

know other youth and adult leaders from our presbytery, participating in fellowship fun, food and devotions.  A chartered 

bus will pick the group up on Tuesday morning and travel to Purdue.  We will pack our lunches to eat on the bus and 

arrive at Purdue for registration in the afternoon.  We will settle into our rooms and the fun begins!  If you have any 

questions about any of this, please contact Sallie Campbell or Brian Koon.  While the youth are attending this event, 

adults from our presbytery who are recruited by the presbytery youth strategy will supervise them.  These adults are also 

screened and instructed by the Triennium event staff.  Sallie has been recruited to serve as a CARE TEAM participant, so 

will be on the campus, but not as an advisor.  The deadline for this event has been extended into the first week of April, 

but the bus is filling up fast.  Please contact Sallie in the church ASAP if you are interested in more information. 

Our Middle Hi youth continue to meet about once a month.  There has been some conversation about attending an event 

called the Heifer Global Village at the Howell Nature Center sometime this spring/summer.  Further details will be 

coming soon.  Camp Greenwood is also a summer option for our children and youth. (See page 3)  

 

Family 

An intergenerational mission trip is planned for June 25 to July 1.  We are returning to the Charlevoix area where we 

will camp on the property of Green Sky Hill.  While there, we will perform some light maintenance and landscaping tasks.  

We will also have the privilege of learning more about the Little Traverse Bay Band of Odawa Indians by spending time 

with and getting to know them while we are there.  We will have the opportunity to visit their tribal headquarters and hope 

to be able to take a trip to Garden Island to see their medicinal plant gardens.  Everyone is welcome to participate (all 

ages).  A block of 5 hotel rooms have been reserved for the time we will be there, so if you don’t want to camp, you may 

be able to secure a room.  We are trying to firm up our plans at this time, so if you would like more information please 

contact Sallie in the church office.  The registration fee is $25 per adult and $10 per child, is non-
refundable, and is due by May 1.  Registration forms are available on the table at the Chapel entrance or in the 

mailroom.  Please fill it out and put it in Sallie’s mailbox.  Please consider participating in this activity. 

 
A unique opportunity for people of all ages to learn together is by attending our new Gardening series of workshops 

and/or the monthly cooking classes.  The cooking classes are on the last Monday of each month from 5 -7 p.m.in the First 

Church kitchen.  Each month has a different theme and leader.  The dates for the gardening workshop series are listed 

below.  Please consider attending for fun and fellowship with our church family and our neighbors.  The classes and 

workshops are free of charge and donations are always welcome.  Please come and bring a friend! 

  
April 2

 
          Saturday 10 am-noon Building Workshop 

Learn more about gardening no matter where you live with containers, raised 

beds, rain barrels and more. 

April 12        Tuesday 5:30-7 pm The Benefits of Natives 

     Learn about how important native plants and insects can be to your garden. 

April 23        Saturday 10 am-noon More Native Plants and Beneficial Insects  

Beneficial insects and plants can shape your landscape and save you money!  

Build a bug hotel! 

May 7            Saturday 10 am-noon Gardening 101 

     Basic information you will need to plan your garden and get started. 

May 17          Tuesday 5:30-7 pm Gardening 102 

     Advanced topics in gardening and more. 

May 21           Saturday, time TBD Planting your Transplants 

Learn how to get those plants in the ground that you have spent the winter 

growing. 

 

 

-4- 



 

 

 

 

Adult Forum for April 

Join the discussion of significant and timely topics.  We meet in the Adult Ed Room (downstairs) 11:20-12:20 p.m.  

(Childcare is available through this time.) 

 

April 3 –      Pastor Stan will be leading Adult Forum today.  Details to follow! 

April 10 –   Northwest Initiative: Advancing Healthy Neighborhoods 

Quinton Sawyer, AmeriCorps Food Access & Gardens Coordinator, will talk about the gardening 

workshops, cooking classes, food pantry and other programs that he is involved in with the church and 

NWI. 

Michelle Meisch, AmeriCorps Financial Asset Navigator will talk about gardening and nutrition 

projects in schools. 

Peggy Vaughn-Payne, Executive Director of Northwest Initiative, will give us an update on NWI. 

  Quinton and Michelle will also talk about AmeriCorps Vista and AmeriCorps State. 

April 17 – Your Mission Dollars at Work 

The Mission Committee members will talk about the work of the committee, the distribution 

of mission funds, the agencies and projects that are funded with mission money and opportunities to help 

with projects.   Some of the projects are Presby House, Lansing Children’s choir, MACHEO, EVE, 

Loaves and Fishes, Art show, Lansing Area Aids Network, Advent House, Lansing Police dinner, PDA, 

ACTION, Beyond Boomers, VOA, etc 

April 24 – Spring Potluck, Reception for new members, Report on Vision 2020  (no Adult Forum) 

 

What’s New in Your Library?  

What would you guess is the most popular section of our church 
library? It’s the Book Club section!! Displayed on the fireplace mantel right 

now are the most recent Book Club selections and all the others are close by on the 

corner shelves. We have nearly every book that the Book Club has discussed since 

they began in June of 2003! That’s over 25 non-fiction books and 95 fiction books. 

The non-fiction books have covered a wide range of topics from raising pigs, the 

health of the Great Lakes and the migration of the Southern Blacks in the mid 

1900’s. Fiction selections are a wide range of current best sellers, classic novels or 

maybe just a favorite that someone wants to share with the group.  

If you want to see what your church friends have chosen to read, take one out from 

our library shelves or the fireplace mantel for your own enjoyment! If you love to read, consider joining the group on the 

first Tuesday evening of each month. We have tasty treats, lively and friendly discussions, and quite an education! (See 

the Book Club article (p,10) for upcoming books.) 

 

Extra Pages for First Presbyterian Cookbook 

The printing of corrections and additions to the First Presbyterian Family cookbook is complete.  It includes some 

wonderful recipes that somehow were missed in the original printing. If you purchased a cookbook, be sure to pick up the 

plastic sleeve of pages in the Fellowship Hall.  Thanks to your support in purchasing the cookbook we were able to 

contribute over $2,000 to the Organ Repair Fund.   

     The Member Involvement and Fellowship Committee  (MIF)  
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The Worship, Music and the Arts Committee Needs Your Help! 

Last fall our church hosted our first annual juried art show, which was a great success!  Works were included from many 

talented artists and photographers in the Lansing area, including Charlie Herrick and Mary Jenkins. We need YOUR help 

to make the 2
nd

 Annual Art Show at First Presbyterian an even greater event.  It brings joy and insight to the many people 

who walk through our building – including food pantry and Northwest Initiative clients and those attending Lansing 

Symphony Chamber concerts in Molly Grove Chapel.  Kathe Smith is a very organized person and has an easy to follow 

task list that anyone can help with – many of the jobs can be done at home by phone or computer.  Some tasks can be 

done this spring, and some can be done in the summer or fall.  Please volunteer TODAY to help with this important 

project – it may only take a few hours of your time for a fantastic result!  Contact Kathe Smith (lawnart@acd.net) or 

Gwen Botting (616-755-2221 or gwen@oubmichigan.org). 

More details about the art show and how to submit YOUR work will be in the May First Epistle. 

 

Email Check-Up 

Recently we have increased the use of email to communicate with our members. For example, prayer request emails have 

replaced the former phone tree. Informational messages go out from the church office to relay details of coming events. It 

is time to do an email 'check-up'. If you are not receiving messages and wish to be included, please contact the church 

office to verify that your correct email address is on file. If you DO NOT HAVE EMAIL and wish to receive this 

information, please contact the church office and alternative means of communication may be arranged.   

  Chris DeYonke 

 

Sunday Potlucks 

The Member Involvement Committee has decided to sponsor a Sunday Potluck three times each year.  The goal is to bring 

church members together in an informal social gathering.  The first of these potlucks is scheduled for Sunday,       

April 24 when we also will be receiving new members.  Dessert, beverages and table service will be provided.  You 

are asked to bring a dish (or 2) to share that will serve 10-12 people.  You are also encouraged to bring friends and to sit 

by someone you don’t really know.  Our reputation is for being a friendly church.  Carts will be in place by the Chapel 

Door for your dishes. Written instructions for their preparation would be helpful. The MIF committee will take them to 

the kitchen and will follow your instructions.  Please try to join us for this special Sunday. 

 

Celebration of Women  
Saturday      May 14 

A Celebration of Women will be held on Saturday, May 14 in Fellowship Hall.  Mark your calendar and plan to invite 

friends and family members to join us for a festive afternoon.  There will be entertainment and treats.  More details will be 

in the May Epistle and also in the Sunday bulletins.  Please be sure to save the date! 

     The Member Involvement and Fellowship Committee  (MIF) 

 

 

Deacon Notes 
Member Care Committee Report 

Deacon Meg Rumfield continues to work with Pastoral Care Assistant, Chris DeYonke, Pastor Stan Jenkins, and Shirley 

Herrick on tweaking the Member Care Ministry.  Traditionally, the Member Care Committee has fulfilled the ministry-of 

-compassion by making regular visits and/or phone calls to all known homebound members on a monthly basis.  Building 

on this tradition, the committee is seeking to maintain a formal network in response to the congregations’ request to 

enhance relationships within the church (because we are friends of Christ) through “regular and concrete acts of contact, 

caring, and community celebration”.  The committee is currently testing several different online-calendars that could be 

used to better coordinate communications between volunteers and our members.   

The Member Care Committee is actively seeking input about the current Member Care needs of the congregation.  We are 

also interested in potential resources for meeting members’ needs.  Please share your ideas!  Please contact Meg Rumfield 

at (517) 643-6905 or send email: mrumfield74@gmail.com.  We welcome your input.   

 Josephine Powers 
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Twist ties are needed for use by the good folks of NorthWest Initiative Food Drop (which happens here at First twice a 

month).   Please bring your donations to the collection bin area in the Hall of Christian Pioneers.  Thank you 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday  Saturday 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

1 2 
 

 

 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
8:15 am 

  YEC Meeting 

10:00 am 

   Morning Worship 

   Communion 

   Deacon Offering    

10:10 am 

   Children and Worship 

 11:00 am 

    Education for 4yr – 12th grade  

   Fellowship Hour  

11:20  

   Adult Education 

10:00 am 

Staff Meeting 

 

6:45 pm  

  Bells of First Rehearsal 

 

 

5:30 pm 

  Adult Ed  

7:00 pm 

   Book Group 

 

 

  

10:30 am 

    Wednesday Bible Study          

Noon 

  Beyond Boomers 

4:00 pm 

   Lans Children Choir 

 6:00 pm 

  Mid-Michigan Photo Club 

6:30  

  Mission 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

 

7:00 pm 

  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
10:00 am 

   Morning Worship 

10:10 am 

   Children and Worship 

 11:00 am 

    Education for 4yr – 12th grade  

   Fellowship Hour  

11:20  

   Adult Education 

 

10:00 am 

Staff Meeting 

4:00 pm 

  Personnel Committee 

 

5:30 pm 

  Worship Committee 

 

6:45 pm  

  Bells of First Rehearsal 

 

 

10:00  am 

  B&G Committee 

 

5:30 pm 

  Member Dev Committee 

 

   

10:30 am 

  Wednesday Bible Study          

4:00 pm 

   Lans Children Choir 

7:00 pm 

   Deacons  Meeting 

 

 

 

 

1:00 pm 

  TLC     

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm 

  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

 

 

 

6:00 pm 

  Joint  Banquet with 

Union Baptist and 

LPD 

 

 9:00 am 

   South Delta LINK 

 

9:00 am 

  HOME LINK 

 

11:30 am 

   Eastside LINK 

 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
10:00 am          

   Morning Worship   

10:10 am 

   Children and Worship 

11:00 am 

    Education for 4yr – 12th grade  

   Fellowship Hour  

11:20  

   Adult Education 

10:00 am 

  Staff Meeting 

5:30 pm 

   Finance Committee   

5:30 pm 

  MADD Camp Meeting    

6:00 pm 

  MMPC Officers Mtg  

6:45 pm 

  Bells of First Rehearsal 

 10:30 am 

  Wednesday Bible Study   

4:00 pm 

   Lans Children Choir 

7:00 pm 

   Session Meeting 

 

 

 

7:00 pm 

  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

 

  

      

 

9:00 am 

  DeWitt LINK  

 

7:00  pm 

  Children Choir Concert 

24 25 26 27
 

28
 

29
 

30
 

2-CENTS-A-MEAL OFFERING 

10:00 am 

   Morning Worship  

   Recognition of New Members and 50 

Year Members 

10:10 am 

   Children and Worship 

11:00 am 

    Education for 4yr – 12th grade  

   Fellowship Hour  

11:15 am 

  Potluck Dinner 

 

10:00 am 

  Staff Meeting 

 

6:45 pm 

  Bells of First Rehearsal 

7:30 pm 

  Earl Nelson Concert 

 
10:30 am 

  Wednesday Bible Study   

12:00 pm 

  CROP Meeting  

4:00 pm 

   Lans Children Choir 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm 

  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Celebration Club of First Presbyterian Church  
The Birthday and Anniversary Club is a way of expressing any special event or time in your life that you would like to 

remember by making a contribution to the Celebration Club. The donation you give will be used to help build up our 

Endowment Fund at First Presbyterian Church of Lansing. Use the envelopes available in the pews and in the Chapel 

entrance area to give a gift that keeps on giving.  

 

LINK Groups 

South Delta Link will meet for breakfast at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, April 16, at Dimitri's. 
Eastside LINK will meet for lunch at Woody's on Saturday, April 16 at 11:30 a.m.  Bassam and Sabah Makhoul 

have arranged for our group to have a delightful meal of favorite Lebanese foods. Woody's is located at 1050 

Trowbridge Rd., East Lansing. Bring a big appetite! Please R.S.V.P. by emailing Karen Wampler at 

karensmithwampler@gmail.com or by calling Kathe Smith at 332-0029 by Monday, April 11 so the restaurant has 

time to set up for us. See you there! 

HOME Link will meet Saturday, April 16 at 9:00 at Delhi Cafe to welcome home our snow birds over breakfast. 
DeWitt LINK is meeting for breakfast at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, April 23 at Bob Evans in DeWitt.  Please come if 

you can! 

April 3 10:00 am Communion 

Deacons’ Offering 

April 5 7:00 pm Book Group 

April 6 Noon Beyond Boomers 

April 14 1:00 pm TLC 

April 14 7:00 pm  Community Composing 

Project Concert 

April 15 6:00 pm Joint Community Dinner 

April 23 9:00 am Church Clean-up Work Day 

April 23 7:00 pm Lansing Children’s Choir 

Concert 

April 24 10:00 am 2-Cents-A-Meal Offering 

April 24 11:00 pm All Church Potluck 

April 23 9:00 am Church Clean-up Work Day 

April 26 7:30 pm Earl Nelson Concert  

April 27 6:30 pm Men’s Fellowship Group 

April 2 

April 2 

April 2 

April 2 

April 3 

April 5 

April 8 

April 8 

April 9 

April 9 

April 10 
April 10 

Shirley Herrick 

Steve Roosa 

Brian Friess 

Jeff Keller 

Mark Kinnamon 

Chuck Gebhardt 

Bobbie Banghart 

Austin Hughes  

Jan Peterson 

Greg Botting 

Jackie Cunningham 
Helen Hansens 

April 11 

April 11 

April 11 

April 11 

April 13 

April 13 

 

April 14 

April 14 

April 17 

April 18 

April 18 

Daniel Fisher 

Carrie Blair 

Pearson Hengstebeck  

Ellery Smith  

Wanda Chenoweth 

Bryce Cornelius-

Gallimore   

David Davies  

Judah Layne 

Liam Friess 

Caleb Layne 

Georges Mackoul  

April 21 

April 22 

April 23 

April 23 

April 25 

April 26 

April 27 

April 27  

April 28 

April 29  

April 30 

April 30 

April 30 

Dorothy Foster 

Veronica LeTourneau 

Daisy DeHaven 

Reta Parsons 

Joyce Oberg 

James Chambers 

Bassam Makhoul 

Amanda Cunningham 

Madisyn Harrison 

Will Bales 

Bill Rude 

Sergei Kvitko 

Colten Beaver  

     2016  Donors Total Contributions 

The Carole Orth Family 

Jean Dietrich  
Total for 2016  -  February 29                      $ 268 

Total for 2007 – February 29, 2016       $28,432  

Remember These Dates  

 



 

 

 

 

 

He is Risen! He is Risen, Indeed! 

The unending, unstoppable, overwhelming love God has for God’s people….it’s awesome, amazing and definitely praise-

worthy. The Sundays of Easter during the month of April will bloom into praise of our Risen Lord.  

One of the choral anthems, “Thy Perfect Love” uses text from the 15
th
 century: 

Jesu, my love, my joy, my rest, 
Thy perfect love close in my breast   
That I thee love and never rest; 
And make me love thee of all things best,     
And make me love thee of all things best,   
And wounde my heart in thy love free, 

That I may reign in joy evermore with thee  .   

This text was discovered on an illuminated manuscript in the British Library. The central image on the page represents the 

heart of Jesus; Jesus is standing in the upper left hand corner (covered in wounds from the crucifixion). In the lower right 

hand corner is a kneeling, praying monk, reciting the prayer (written in Old English).  What a beautiful love poem to the 

risen Christ! 

It’s a constant struggle, isn’t it, to yearn to be close to God, to love as God loves, to forgive as God forgives? There are 

times, speaking personally, that I want to pound my chest and exclaim “I am not worthy!” I want to question how God 

could love me, for “…I am a worm…” (Psalm 22:6).  It seems to be at those times, when I feel doubt, that God’s 

unending, unstoppable, overwhelming love comes at me in the form of my dog, Abbey; my husband, Bob; my sons, Tim 

and Tony; my dear friends I work with; the birds singing in the tree outside my office window…and I remember that He 

made me (us). That He made all things in the heavens and the earth and yet, He “made man a little lower than God and 

crowned us with glory and honor.” (Psalm 8).  I remember that He “will not leave us comfortless.” (John 14:18).  

He is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! 

Music for the month of April will include: 

Some of our choral anthems: “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” (arr. Hal H. Hopson); “Salvation is Created” (by         

P. Tschesnokoff); “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need” (arr. Virgil Thompson); “Thy Perfect Love” (John Rutter). 

Some of our hymns: “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright” (PH 121); “Lamb of God” (STF 2113);             

“Shepherd Me, O God” (STF 2058); “For the Beauty of the Earth” (PH 473). 

The music staff at First Presbyterian pray that your worship is enriched by the anthems, hymns and special music that you 

hear this month.   

    Megan Higle 
 

 

 

Community Composing Project  
Thursday, April 14, 7:30 p.m. 

The Chancel Choir is very excited to be participating in The Community Composing Project at Michigan 

State University. We have been rehearsing a piece titled, “I Was Hungry” by Thomas LaVoy and are 

singing on two additional pieces with a mass choir made up of high school, community, church and 

college choirs – that our own director of music, Megan Higle, is conducting. 

This year long project will culminate in a FREE concert on Thursday, April 14, 7:30 p.m. in Great 

Cobb Hall at the Wharton Center on MSU campus. 

For more information on The Community Composing Project or #MidwestHungerIs, visit their website 

at www.midwesthungeris.org. 
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M.A.D.D. Camp 

The creative team is busily working on creating a wonderful experience and opportunity for the youth of Lansing this 

summer and will need some of your help! 

M.A.D.D. (music.art.drama.dance) Camp will be held on Monday – Friday , July 11 -15 at First Pres. We are 

looking for volunteers to help staff the camp, serve lunch, supervise play time at the park, assist  in creating art projects, 

reading stories, etc.   

Timing of your volunteer hours can be flexible - mornings only, all day, lunchtime only, afternoons, etc. - we will find a 

job for you! (This is a wonderful opportunity for high school or college students looking for volunteer hours or looking to 

build skills in working with children). 

We will also be looking for any donations that you may be able to provide - please keep an eye out for specific needs as 

we get closer to the week of camp. 

 

 

 

Water Problems in Syria 

A sip of clean water is not that easy for the Children of Syria. 

“I’m supposed to be in 3rd grade, you know, but I missed it all. I’m studying at the centre 

downstairs to learn how to read and write but sometimes I am too tired to go, from collecting 

water for my mother,” 10-year-old Fatimat-Al-Zahraa said.  

Fatima’s situation comes after nearly five years of war, with water systems damaged by attacks, 

deliberate shut downs and difficulties in carrying out repairs, rehabilitation and maintenance 

especially as access for water workers is hindered by parties to the 

conflict. 

The Alryada housing project in Aleppo where Fatima lives is the new home of many families 

who have been displaced from eastern and rural Aleppo. “The queue is too long. Many people are 

waiting and sometimes I fall down in the mud and all my clothes get wet and dirty. The other day 

the water spilled all over me, and I got sick. I looked like I was swimming,”  

Fatima describes her daily challenge. In 2015, parties to the conflict deliberately shut down the public water supplies to 

Aleppo 40 times. And on January 16, the main water pumping station of Al-Kafseh was deliberately shut down for 48 

days depriving over 2 million people of clean water.  

UNICEF trucks water to communities in western Aleppo, and since August 2015 has delivered 

nearly 1.5 billion liters of drinking water benefiting about 700,000 people. UNICEF has also 

started to build 100 wells in western Aleppo to ensure a secure water supply for over 1 million 

residents. UNICEF also provided drinking water in eastern Aleppo that benefitted 30,000 

people, following Al-Khafsa water treatment shutdown until  Marc 

Lansing Children’s Choir Concert 

It’s almost here!  

The Lansing Children’s Choir Spring Concert will be held on Saturday, April 23 at 7:00 p.m. at First 
Presbyterian Church. 

Artistic Director, Megan Higle and Executive Director, Benjamin English hope YOU will come out to support, 

applaud and congratulate the growing group of young people as they present “IT’S SPRING!” featuring music by 

Mark Weston, Greg Gilpin, Z. Randall Stroope, Amy Bernon, Lennon & MCCartney and others. 

Suggested ticket price of $5 per person, payable at the door.   
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Christian Communities Call for Swift Government Action to Heal 
Injuries Inflicted on the People of Flint, Michigan  

“But seek the welfare of the city… and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will 

find your welfare.”  

  Jeremiah 29:7  

Christian communities nationwide are expressing grave 

concern for the residents of Flint, Michigan and the 

surrounding areas, whose water is contaminated by high 

levels of lead, and whose voices have gone unheard in 

our democracy. It has become clear that this public 

health catastrophe was entirely preventable. Short-

sighted cost cutting measures by an unelected emergency 

city manager have put thousands of people, especially 

children, at high risk for lead poisoning. There is no safe 

level of lead exposure, and for children, the impacts can 

be both severe and irreversible. 

We commit to ongoing prayer for the families as they 

continue to endure tragic and lifelong health impacts. 

We pray for the newly elected mayor’s ability to craft a 

new direction for the city of Flint. We also resolve to 

respond to the moral call to rectify such horrifying 

injustice. Christian communities have responded to the 

crisis swiftly with charitable action.  

The Week of Compassion ministry of the Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ), the United Church of 

Christ, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Global 

United Fellowship, the African Methodist Episcopal 

Church, the United Methodist Commission on Relief, 

and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America have 

all been working to deliver clean water to Flint residents. 

However, the water infrastructure remains polluted. 

At every level, government must act now to manage the 

damage. We call on Congress and the Obama 

Administration to leverage federal resources to ensure 

the City of Flint can get new, safe water infrastructure as 

quickly as possible. Flint residents should receive a 

refund for any polluted water they paid for, and they 

should not continue to have to pay water bills for water 

they cannot use. Most importantly, we call on 

government at every level to support the long-term 

ability for children who have been poisoned to cope with 

the health burdens they will bear for the rest of their 

lives. 

Furthermore, we call on the Administration to strengthen 

the work of the Environmental Justice Division of the 

Environmental Protection Agency. Government analysis 

of the problems associated with the Flint water crisis, as 

well as any government solutions, must not feign 

“colorblindness” or ignore socio-economic status. 

According to the U.S. Census, more than half of Flint’s 

residents self-identify as Black, and forty percent of 

Flint’s residents live below the poverty line. Nationwide, 

communities of color are more likely to be exposed to 

polluted air, land, and water than predominantly white 

communities. This trend reflects the failure of our 

democracy to protect communities from market-based 

decision-making processes that prioritize profit over the 

health and well-being of people. Every level of 

government must take decisive action to reverse trends 

of environmental racism by ensuring community 

members are meaningfully engaged in all environmental 

decisions that will impact them, including selecting their 

water supply. 

Endorsed by 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Creation Justice Ministries represents the creation care policies of 38 Christian communions, including Baptist conventions, 

mainline Protestant, Historically Black Churches, Peace Church, and Orthodox communions.   Learn more at 

www.creationjustice.org 

Contact: Shantha Ready Alonso 202-827-3975 shantha@creationjustice.org      

Released February 8, 2016. Contact: Shantha Ready Alonso 760-408-0688 (mobile) shantha@creationjustice.org 

African Methodist Episcopal Church 

African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church 

Alliance of Baptists 

American Baptist Churches Creation Justice Network 

Church of the Brethren 

Creation Justice Ministries 

Disciples Center for Public Witness 

Disciples Justice Action Network 

Green Chalice, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA 
 

 

Presbyterian Church (USA) 
The Episcopal Church 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
The Progressive National Baptist Convention, Inc. 
The United Church of Christ 
United Methodist Women 
Week of Compassion of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

  The Pro-Reconciliation/Anti-Racism Ministry of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) in Kentucky 
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SMALL GROUPS 

Book Group 

If you enjoy discussing a good book with friends, we invite you to join us the first Tuesday of each month in the church 

parlor.  Snow forced us to cancel our meeting in March, so our reading list has been revised as follows: 

 

Tuesday   April 5   7:00 p.m. 

The Boys in the Boat   by Daniel James Brown 

The #1 New York Times bestselling story about American Olympic triumph in Nazi Germany, the 

improbable, intimate account of how nine working-class boys from the American West showed the 

world at the 1936 Olympics in Berlin what true grit really meant.  It was an unlikely quest from the start.  

With a team composed of the sons of loggers, shipyard workers, and farmers, the University of 

Washington’s eight-oar crew team was never expected to do well.  Drawing on the boys’ own journals, 

Brown has created an unforgettable portrait of an era and a celebration of a remarkable achievement.  

Discussion led by Sharon Carr 

 

Tuesday   May 3   7:00 p.m. 

Hemingway’s Girl   by Ericka Robuck  

In Depression-era Key West, Mariella Bennet struggles to support her family.  She bets on a risky 

boxing match...and attracts the interest of Ernest Hemingway.   When Mariella is hired as a maid by 

Hemingway’s second wife, Pauline, she enters a rarified world of lavish, celebrity-filled dinner parties.  

The attentions of the larger-than-life writer become a dangerous temptation.  Will she cross an invisible 

line with the volatile Hemingway, or find a way to claim her own dreams?  As a massive hurricane bears 

down on Key West, Mariella faces some harsh truths.  Discussion led by Kim Ringlever. 

 

Tuesday   June 7   7:00 p.m. 

The Girl on the Train    by Paula Hawkins 

Rachel takes the same commuter train every morning.  Every day she rattles down the track, flashes past 

a stretch of cozy suburban homes, and stops at the signal that allows her to daily watch the same couple 

breakfasting on their deck.  She’s even started to feel like she knows them. “Jess and Jason,” she calls 

them. Their life—as she sees it—is perfect, not unlike the life she recently lost.  And then she sees 

something shocking.  It’s only a minute until the train moves on, but it’s enough …    Discussion led by 

Jackie Blankenship. 

 

 

 

TLC 
Thursday    April 14    1:00 p.m. 

TLC will meet on Thursday, April 14 at Hall of Fame (11601 W Lake Lansing Rd, East Lansing).  Call Barbara Kaye 

(321-4262) for reservations and/or information. TLC (Tender Loving Care) is a group of single women friends who meet 

on the second Thursday of the month for lunch at various local restaurants. We enjoy our social get-together for 

companionship and the opportunity to share stories and events in our lives. 

 

Beyond Boomers Luncheon 
Wednesday     April 6   12:00 Noon 

The Beyond Boomers luncheon will be held on April 6 at 12:00 p.m. in the church parlor. We are sorry for any 

inconvenience caused by the cancellation of the March luncheon. Although it did not continue to snow on the morning of 

the luncheon, many side roads had not yet been plowed. It was a joint decision that we not encourage people to traverse 

bad roads or navigate slippery sidewalks. However, we are on for April. Please consider joining your First Pres friends for 

lunch this month. 
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Men’s Fellowship Group 

We will meet at the church on Wednesday, April 27 at 6:30 p.m. A light meal and beverage will be provided. 

Donations to cover the cost of the meal will be accepted. RSVP to Brian Koon (b.koon@comcast.net or 886-9801). 

 

     

   “But all things should be done decently and in order” 
        1 Corinthians 14:4 

We need your help to put our earthly house of God in order.  Please join us for a church clean-up on 

Saturday, April 23 starting at 9 a.m. and working until our tasks our complete.   
Remember, many hands make light  

 
 
Spring Salad Luncheon 
Wednesday     May 25    11:00 a.m.                      

Don’t miss the annual Spring Salad Luncheon on Wednesday, May 25!  Workers will be needed for Tuesday, May 24 in 

the morning as well as on Wednesday. Donations of salads and cookies are also needed. Call Jean Dietrich at 482-3339 if 

you would like to help.  You are always welcome! Proceeds from the luncheon go to mission projects.  

Bring your friends and come on down for a wonderful lunch! 

 April 3 April 10 April 17 April 24 

Liturgists  Linda Diepenhorst Jim Hengstebeck Kim Moore Bill Collins  

Videographers Sam Smith Rich Blankenship Bryse Friess Russ Jenks 

Greeters Chapel Bev Phillips Mrs. Jan Peterson Dick and Marilyn Poland Wanda Chenoweth 

 Chestnut Bill and Alyse Collins Nan Carter Sharon Carr Shirley Cummings 

Worship Schedule 
orship Schedule 

Recent Hospitalizations    

Jenny Adams 

 
Birth  

Congratulation to Aaron and Jenny Garoutte 

on the birth of Claire Carolyn on February 

28, 2016.  

 

Anniversaries 
John and Betty Eva will celebrate their 65th

 

wedding anniversary on April 7. 
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Our Church Family  

 

.  
  Deaths  
The sympathy of the congregation is extended to  

…  Russ and Elaine Scovill on the death of their son, 

Ken Scovill in Green Oaks, Illinois on March 19, 

2016.  Sympathy also is extended to Jenny Adams, 

Ken’s sister. 

 

…  Ceci Anderson, Amy Celentino, and Greg Stauffer 

on the death of their mother, Carolyn Stauffer on 

March 28, 2016.   

 

    

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Earl Nelson Singers Annual Concert Coming Monday, April 25 

For more than 20 years our beautiful sanctuary has been the venue for the annual concert of Lansing’s Earl Nelson 

Singers. This year’s event is Monday, April 25 at 7:30 p.m. and will feature 15 or so spirituals and Gospel numbers, 

including such favorites as “Shut de Do,’” “Live a Humble,” “Same Train,” “Dry Bones.” The group is under the capable 

direction of Verna Holley, and has as its mission the singing and preservation of songs of hope and despair from the time 

of slavery, and from the classical period of Black Gospel church music. Come and bring some friends! A free will 

offering will be received between the two halves of the concert. 

 

 

Spring 2016 Church Book Sale 

The 2016 Church Book Sale will be held from Sunday, May 22, through Wednesday, 
May 25.  

On Sunday, the book sale will be open only to Church members, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  The 

sale opens to the public on Monday at 9:00 a.m. Hardbacks $2.00; paperbacks $1.00; CD's $1.50. 

Contributions of gently used books are now being accepted in the Church Library. 

        Your Library Committee 
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