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Palm Sunday, March 20 

At the beginning of Sunday worship, everyone is invited to take palms with 

them into the sanctuary (obtained from someone in the narthex), as we 

recreate Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  One Great Hour of Sharing 

Offering will be received.  

Maundy Thursday, March 24 

We will hold a solemn remembrance of the Last Supper and the Betrayal of 

our Lord with a worship service at 7:00 p.m. Please join us for this reminder 

of the pivotal events in the life of Jesus and the foundations of our faith. 

Good Friday, March 25 

Reflections on Holy Week - A guided, self-led journey 

6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

Join your church family as we remember the events of Holy Week. We’ll start 

with a simple supper at 6:00 p.m., then participate in guided, self-led journeys 

around the main floor of the church building as we recall Jesus’ journey to the 

cross.  We’ll conclude together in the Chapel.  A meaningful way for all ages 

to prepare for the joyous celebration of Easter! 

Easter Sunday, March 27 

8:00 a.m. Deacons’ Breakfast 

The Deacons will hold their annual Easter breakfast before worship on 

April 5. Both sweet and savory breakfast favorites will be provided. 

Breakfast begins at 8:00 a.m. and will conclude around 9:45 a.m. A 

free-will offering to the Deacon's Fund will be accepted.  Please join us! 

10:00 a.m. Easter Worship Service 

 “Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!”  Join us as we celebrate the glorious 

resurrection of our Risen Lord! Wonderful music by our Chancel Choir 

(under the direction of Megan Higle), organist (Sergei Kvitko) and brass 

players (Gwen Botting, Shaun McClurken and Darin Showalter) will 

augment this beautiful service of light and love. 

 
 

 

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
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I’ve been sitting here looking out the window, contemplating what to say in my newsletter article.  Theo, 

our dog, is keeping me company.  Or rather, he has been distracting me by staring out the window with 

such single-minded focus and intensity that he’s making me nervous.  Something is going on out there.  It 

might be a cat or our backyard possum.  It could be an invasion from outer space.  Whatever it is, the dog 

seems so singularly intent upon it, that it’s distracting. 

So, I started looking out the window, trying to see if I could see what the dog is seeing.  It is a remarkable day, the sun is 

shining, it is in the forties and it is the middle of February.  There really is something going on out there.  The dog and I 

have been staring out the window for ten minutes now. 

 It’s like a vision of Easter in what should be some of the darkest days of winter.  Even the air smells new.  It’s a sudden 

eruption of spring 

 My mind wanders to all the signs of God’s presence in our midst, the in-breaking of the Holy Spirit, seeds coming to 

fruition in our church.  I’m feeling a little giddy.  Blame it on the dog. 

Anyway, after about two years of twenty thousand dollar a year structural deficits in our budget, I am mindful that this 

year we have reduced the deficit to nearly ten thousand—and that a donor has graciously donated that amount!  We end 

the year with a balanced budget.  I am mindful that this coming year’s budget projects a small surplus.  The trend is clear.  

God is good. 

I’m mindful of the explosion of music at our church.  The Lansing Children’s Choir was formed with a grant from our 

Mission Committee under the direction of Megan Higle and Ben English to fill in the gaps left by the defunding of music 

programs in our schools.  We started with no kids and have grown in no time at all—erupted, really—until we have about 

twenty five—and growing all the time.  As Megan puts it, we won’t be able to hold our next Lansing Children’s Choir 

concert in the chapel, because there won’t be enough seats. 

With the EMU choir, the Lansing Symphony, LanSing Out Gay Men’s Chorus, our own choir concerts, special music 

during services, Gwen Botting and Darin Showalter’s duets, the Bell Choir (under the able leadership of Sheila Conrad) 

and the phenomenal contribution of our own chancel choir each and every Sunday—the joint is rockin’—a joyful noise, 

indeed! 

I’m mindful of the Angel Team being put together under the leadership of Chris DeYonke and Meg Rumfield (a shout out 

to Shirley Herrick and her leadership here, as well!).  The idea is to have a group of angels on call—sort of like Charlie’s 

Angels, but more fabulous—to meet any Membership Care needs that might arise, such as meals after surgery, 

transportation to doctor’s appointments, etc. 

I’m mindful of the myriad gardening workshops being planned for this summer under the leadership of Sallie Campbell 

and Q, our Americorp worker, who we share with NWI, enabling people to feed themselves and provide healthy food for 

their families in the midst of this food desert which is our neighborhood! 

I’m mindful of the collaboration and fellowship between our church and Union Missionary Baptist.  As a blossoming of 

our Conversations on Race (a big shout out to Willye Bryan here!), we’ve had a pulpit exchange with Union, our two 

church’s will host a banquet for the Lansing Police Department in April (building bridges!  building community!) and a 

joint concert featuring the choirs of our two churches is in the works for September. 

In addition, we’re in the planning stages of a Fourth of July event (held on July 3rd) with the theme “I am America”.  

Union has just agreed to join us in this event!  But here’s the kicker.  Our two churches have agreed (pending final 

approval by Session, of course) to raise five thousand dollars a piece to create a scholarship for a person of color for the 

Police Academy so that we can begin the process of helping our police force reflect better the racial makeup of the 

community.  With God’s help, the scholarship will be fully funded by our July event.  The next step is to raise the bar and 

challenge the entire community of Lansing to raise enough money to endow an ongoing scholarship! 

That’s just the beginning, there are so many seeds coming to fruition in our midst—(all apologies for the vast majority of 

seeds not mentioned in this article—and the myriad of volunteers and workers in God’s vineyard).  God is good!  Good 

News is bursting out everywhere you look like the in-breaking of spring in the depths of winter!  I could go on and on, but 

already Wanda, who tirelessly edits the First Epistle month after month, year after year, is already going to be taxed by the 

length of this thing.  So let me invite you all to notice where God is present in our church and continue to share the Good 

News amongst one another.  God is doing new things in us.   

 In the meantime, gotta go. The dog is calling me. We’ve got a lot of joyful staring out the window onto God’s good 

vineyards to get done.  There are so many blessing in our midst! 

           In Christ, 

 Stan 



 

 

 

 

Jesus, the very thought of Thee with sweetness fills the breast! 

Yet sweeter far Thy face to see and in Thy presence rest. 

The above text is the poetic version of the Latin “Jesu dulcis memoria” (attributed to St. Bernard of Clairvaux from the 

early 12
th
 century) and was used as our musical inspiration for the last couple Sundays of Lent. The beautiful music, 

wrongly attributed to Tomas Luis da Vittoria (a Spanish priest who died in 1611) is a wonderful example of Renaissance 

hymnody. 

As we end our journey of Lent and enter Holy Week, the intent of our music is to focus on the gift of sacrifice in Jesus 

Christ and to allow us, as a congregation, to erupt in praise on Easter morning. We hope the music offerings of hymns, 

bell choir and choral anthems during this time will give you space to continue to reflect and renew as well as celebrate the 

wondrous sacrifice. 

Music for the month of March will include: 

Some of our choral anthems: “Nearer, My God, to Thee” (Wehr); “Jesu Dulcis Memoria” (Vittoria);  

 “Ride On, King Jesus” (arr. Hogan); “Ah, Holy Jesus”(arr. Hopson); “Easter Day Alleluia” (arr. Harlan) 

Some of our hymns: 

“I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry” (STF 2051); “In The Cross of Christ I Glory” (PH 84); 

 “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” (PH 88); “Abide With Me” (PH 543); “Thine is the Glory” (PH 122) 

The music staff at First Presbyterian prays that your worship experience building up to the celebration of Easter is 

enriched by the anthems, hymns and special music that you hear this month. 

      Megan Higle 

 

Meet Our New Custodian, Steve Taylor 
  

 

Steve graduated from Eaton Rapids High School in 1998.  Since that time Steve served in the 

U.S. Coast Guard.  He has also worked in the property maintenance and home construction 

fields. Steve and his wife Abby have two children.  He enjoys game night with family, playing 

recreational sports, and watching MSU games.  GO GREEN! 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church Is Now a Voting Precinct 
Starting with the Presidential Primary on March 8 from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m., voters of the City of Lansing Ward 4, 

Precinct 45 will be using our church.  Approved by the Buildings and Grounds Committee and the Lansing City 

Council, our church will host four elections this year.  In future years, elections will be held on the first Tuesday after the 

first Monday in August and November every year, and sometimes in May.  Being a member and working for Lansing City 

Clerk Chris Swope, I am glad that the Church accepted this opportunity of service to the community. For more 

information about Elections in the City of Lansing, visit lansingmi.gov/clerk or call 517-483-4131. 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Children and Worship Update 

Children and Worship is our children’s opportunity to meet God and worship in ways that are appropriate for their age (4 

years – 4
th
 grade).  C&W meets in the Worship Center on the lower level after the Passing of the Peace in the sanctuary.  

Focus stories that will be heard this month include:  Jesus and Zacchaeus, Jesus the King, Jesus’ Last Passover and Jesus 

is Risen:  Appearance to Mary Magdalene.   

The storyteller this month: Rachel Layne 

The greeters this month:  Alissa Kuhn and Carol Wallace. 

 

Sunday School Update 

This month in Sunday School, our younger children, ages 4 years old – 4
th
 grade, will hear the stories of the healing of the 

ten lepers, Zacchaeus , Palm Sunday and Jesus’ sacrifice. 

 

Our middle group, grades 5 – 7, and our high school youth, grades 8 – 12, will delve deeply into the stories of the Prodigal 

Son, Mary, Martha and Judas, and Holy Week. 

 

You will notice that we don’t quite “get to Easter” in Sunday School.  Please “finish the story” and celebrate this holy day 

in worship with your church family on March 27!   Remember our traditional greeting and response:   “Christ is Risen!”  

“He is risen indeed!” 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

Fish Banks – Dedicated March 20 

One Great Hour of Sharing is a mission outreach opportunity offered each Lenten season that is 

supported by our congregation and our denomination PC(USA). OGHS gifts enable the church to 

share God’s love with our neighbors-in-need around the world by providing relief to those affected 

by natural disasters, provide food to the hungry, and helping to empower the poor and oppressed.  

We all want our children to understand the importance of sharing, in all of its dimensions. The One Great Hour of Sharing 

Fish Banks were handed out in February (see Mrs. Banghart if you didn’t get one!).  Children are encouraged to save their 

coins in the bank, and to bring the banks to worship for dedication on Palm Sunday, March 20. God uses all gifts for big 

purposes.  It’s remarkable what your One Great Hour of Sharing gift will do! 

 
 
 

Easter Goodie Bags Are Coming!  Your donations are needed! 

Please start saving “little items” for this year’s goodie bags!  On Palm Sunday, our youth will once again be putting 

together Easter Goodie bags for the children of our congregation to receive on Easter Sunday, and for the children of our 

Food Bank clients to receive during Holy Week. Items need to be small (small party bag size), and not just candy!  Bring 

them to the church office, marked “Easter Goodie Bags.”  We’ll collect donations until March 20.  Thanks for your help! 

 

 

        Calling All Graduates!! 

Graduate Recognition Sunday is in May 
(Information deadline is April 1) 

ALL persons graduating from high school or college during the 2015-2016 school year will be recognized during worship 

in May (date to be announced). While we do have a list of who will be graduating from high school, there isn’t a current 

list of who is graduating from college!  Please inform Kathy Banghart of the names, addresses and phone numbers of 

college graduates as soon as possible so that some brief information can be gathered for the First Epistle. (High school 

grads, a letter should be coming your way mid-March. If you don’t receive one, please contact Kathy!)  Information is 

needed from all graduates no later than Friday, April 1, so as to meet the May First Epistle deadline. 
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Youth and Family Ministry 

Youth 

Our high school youth continue to meet on Sunday mornings for Sunday school and on Sunday evenings for fellowship.  

Our middle high students also meet on Sunday morning and get together about once a month for fellowship.  In April, 

they may be working with the Holt church on a service project in Flint.  The continuity of both of those groups seems to 

be paying off by them all looking forward to seeing one another on a regular basis.  

The high school students have started to use art journals, following the theme from a book called “Praying in Color.”  

Some of them have also started reflective canvas paintings, to hang in their room at church, or at home. 

The youth who don’t normally attend the regularly scheduled functions are finding other ways to participate in their 

church by helping in worship and participating in service projects. 

In March, the high school students will be participating in the Alma Youth Mix.  This is an annual event at Alma College 

that includes high school youth from around the whole state of Michigan coming together for a weekend of getting to 

know one another.  The weekend includes fellowship, small group learning, recreation and worship. This is generally an 

event that our youth enjoy participating in.  This year’s event is Friday, March 4 to Sunday, March 6. 

2016 is also the year for the Presbyterian Youth Triennium at Purdue University.  This is a weeklong event that happens 

once every three years on the campus of Purdue.  Youth from all over the country and even the world come together to 

learn more about each other, their world and their God.  Most high school youth only have the opportunity to participate 

in the triennium once because it only happens once during their high school years.  This year the Triennium is July 18 to 

23.  Registration is open now and spots are limited, so please let Sallie (in the church office) know if you or anyone you 

know might be interested. 

 

 
 

Family 

A unique opportunity for people of all ages to learn together is by attending our new Gardening series of workshops 

and/or the monthly cooking classes.  The cooking classes are on the last Monday of each month from 5:00 to -7:00 p.m. in 

the First Church kitchen.  Each month has a different theme and leader.  The dates for the gardening workshop series are 

listed below.  Please consider attending for fun and fellowship with our church family and our neighbors.  The classes and 

workshops are free of charge and donations are always welcome.  Please come and bring a friend! 

 
March 5 Saturday 10:00 a.m.-noon       Seeds and Transplants 

We will teach about growing medium, building grow tables and the basics of starting seed indoors. 

March 15 Tuesday 5:30-7:00 p.m.        Introduction to Vermicomposting 

  Basics of composting with worms!  

April 2  Saturday 10:00 - noon        Building Workshop 

Learn more about gardening no matter where you live with containers, raised beds, rain barrels and more. 

April 12  Tuesday 5:30-7:00 p.m.       The Benefits of Natives 
  Learn about how important native plants and insects can be to your garden. 

April 23 Saturday 10:00 a.m. - noon  More Native Plants and Beneficial Insects  
Beneficial insects and plants can shape your landscape and save you money!  Build a bug hotel! 

May 7  Saturday 10:00  a.m.-noon  Gardening 101 

  Basic information you will need to plan your garden and get started. 

May 17 Tuesday 5:30 – 7:00 p.m.  Gardening 102 

  Advanced topics in gardening and more. 

May 21 Saturday, time TBD   Planting your Transplants 
Learn how to get those plants in the ground that you have spent the winter growing. 
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(Youth and Family Ministry continued) 

 

An intergenerational mission trip is planned for Saturday, June 25 to Friday, July 1, 2016.  We are returning to the 

Charlevoix area where we will camp on the property of Green Sky Hill.  While there, we will perform some light 

maintenance and landscaping tasks.  We will also have the privilege of learning more about the Little Traverse Bay Band 

of Odawa Indians by spending time with and getting to know them while we are there.  We will have the opportunity to 

visit their tribal headquarters and hope to be able to take a trip to Garden Island to see their medicinal plant gardens.  

Everyone is welcome to participate (all ages).  A block of 5 hotel rooms has been reserved for the time we will be there, 

so if you don’t want to camp, you may be able to secure a room.  We are trying to firm up our plans at this time, so if you 

would like more information please contact Sallie in the church office.  The registration fee is $25 per person, is non-

refundable, and is due by Sunday, May 1.  Please consider participating in this unique and special opportunity. 

 

Service/Outreach 

Weekend Survival Kits provide food to children in the Lansing School District who may not have sufficient food in the 

household over the weekend.  Last year , NorthWest Initiative packed over 7,800 kits of food to be distributed across the 

district.  Volunteers are always needed to help pack these kits.   In March, the dates to help are March 2 and 16 

from 8:00 – 11:00 am.  People who are not available to help during the day are encouraged to come on March 30 

from 5:30-8:30 p.m.  Please consider coming to Hill Center, 5815 Wise Road, Lansing to support this program with 

your helping hands. 

Mark your calendars for another great way to support the Weekend Survival Kits Program on March 21 at the 

University Club.  The “Big Bang-Quet Fundraiser” will be held and voting will take place to support all the backpack 

programs in the area.  You will have a chance to vote for NorthWest Initiative and give them the opportunity to win 

money to buy supplies for their backpack program.  If you are interested in more information please see Sallie in the 

church office or Quinton Sawyer at NorthWest Initiative. 

 

 

 

Adult Forum for March 

March 6, 13, 20  

Do You Live by Law or by Grace?   

Exploring the Irony That Is Our Christian Faith 

We will spend the final three Sundays of the season of Lent looking at the most central emphasis of our faith – that is 

GRACE – and its relation to the longstanding religious and political tradition of LAW.  We hear and sing about grace so 

often. It is preached from the pulpit and proclaimed from the lectern in the “Word of God’s Grace” every Sunday; yet its 

“definition” is hard to pin down. So many of Jesus’ parables and the essence of Paul’s letters reveal an incompatibility 

between law and grace, but both biblically and historically, they remain woven together. 

 In our society, we are constantly aware of the law in some form; it is at least just beneath the surface of our everyday 

lives. But who has authority to say what the law IS? That is an issue as old as the Ten Commandments and as current as 

the battle over the next Supreme Court nominee and the “self-proclaimed” Islamic State. What makes people distort the 

positive role of law into destructive, even deadly legalism?  What is the role of law in the seemingly eternal human quest 

for self-salvation? What’s the distinction between religious and civil law?  How are societies different when there is no 

distinction? 

The triumph of God’s grace over the human tendency to seek the certainties of the law is evident in both the Old and New 

Testaments, and was at the center of the Protestant Reformation (500
th
 anniversary observed next year). The tension 

between law and grace can be found in other religions as well, and we will look at how one, then the other, gains the 

upper hand.  

Other themes, under the leadership of Parish Associate Charlie Herrick, will include these: how law and religion are 

intertwined throughout the history of Western culture, leading to the official separation in our US Constitution and 

political system; the reasons why law can “pull back” the purity of grace; how the strict application of law “drives” people 

to grace; the proper uses law may claim even while maintaining the priority of grace. A full outline of the three-week 

series will be available on March 6. Come join us in the Adult Forum Room!  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday  Saturday 

 

1 2 3 4 5 
 

11:00  am 

  B&G Committee 

5:30 pm 

  Adult Ed Committee 

 7:00 pm 

   Book Group 

 

10:30 am 

   Wednesday Bible Study  

Noon 

    Beyond Boomers Lunch 

4:00 pm 

   Lans Children Choir 

6:00 pm 

  Mid-Michigan Photo Club 

6:30  

  Mission  

 

 

 

7:00 pm 

  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

4th SUNDAY OF LENT 

8:15 am 

  YEC Meeting 

10:00 am 

   Morning Worship 

   Communion 

   Deacon Offering    

10:10 am 

   Children and Worship 

 11:00 am 

    Education for 4yr – 12th grade  

   Fellowship Hour  

11:20  

   Adult Education 

10:00 am 

Staff Meeting 

 

6:45 pm  

  Bells of First Rehearsal 

 

 

4:00 pm 

  Personnel Committee 

5:30 pm 

  Member Dev Committee 

   

 

  

10:30 am 

    Wednesday Bible Study          

4:00 pm 

   Lans Children Choir 

       

8:00 pm 

   Deacons  Meeting 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

1:00 pm 

  TLC     

 

7:00 pm 

  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

10:00 am  

   DeWitt LINK 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
5th SUNDAY OF LENT 

10:00 am 

   Morning Worship 

10:10 am 

   Children and Worship 

 11:00 am 

    Education for 4yr – 12th grade  

   Fellowship Hour  

11:20  

   Adult Education 

 

 

 10:00 am 

Staff Meeting 

 

5:30 pm 

   Finance Committee      

5:30 pm 

  Worship Committee 

 

6:45 pm  

  Bells of First Rehearsal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

10:30 am 

  Wednesday Bible Study          

4:00 pm 

   Lans Children Choir 

5:00 pm 

  GIL Board Meeting 

7:00 pm 

   Session Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm 

  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

  

 9:00 am 

   South Delta LINK 

 

9:00 am 

  HOME LINK 

 

10:00 am 

   EASTSIDE LINK 

 

 

 

 

 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
PALM/PASSION SUNDAY  

One Great Hour  of Sharing 

Offering 

10:00 am          

   Morning Worship   

10:10 am 

   Children and Worship 

11:00 am 

    Education for 4yr – 12th grade  

   Fellowship Hour  

11:20  

   Adult Education 

10:00 am 

  Staff Meeting 

6:00 pm 

  MMPC Officers Mtg  

 

6:45 pm 

  Bells of First Rehearsal 

 10:30 am 

  Wednesday Bible Study   

12:00 pm 

  CROP Meeting  

4:00 pm 

   Lans Children Choir 

 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

 

 

7:00 pm 

 Worship Service 

 

8:00 pm 

  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

 

GOOD FRIDAY  

 

Church Office Closes 

at Noon 

  

6:00 pm 

  Meal and Good 

Friday Service  

 

27
 

28
 

29
 

30
 

31
  

EASTER 

2-CENTS-A-MEAL OFFERING 

EASTER OFFERING 

8:00 am 

  Deacons Breakfast 

10:00 am 

   Easter Worship Service   

10:10 am 

   Children and Worship 

 11:00 am 

  Fellowship Hour  

 

 

10:00 am 

  Staff Meeting 

 

1:00 pm 

  MIF  

 

 

6:45 pm 

  Bells of First Rehearsal 

 
10:30 am 

  Wednesday Bible Study   

4:00 pm 

   Lans Children Choir 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm 

  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

MARCH  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
LINK Groups 

DeWitt LINK will be meeting for a morning breakfast/brunch Saturday, March 12 at 10:00 a.m. at the DeWitt 
Flap Jack Shack on old US-27. 

Eastside LINK will meet at the RE Olds Museum at 240 Museum Dr. across from the Impression 5 Science Center at 
10:00 a.m. on Saturday, March 19. We will have a guided tour of the museum with time to look around on our 

own as well. From the museum, we will go to Clara's Restaurant for lunch in the train car at 12:00 Noon. We will need 

reservations for this month's excursion. If we have 10 or more people, the cost for the museum is only $4.00 per person 

(including children over the age of 5 and seniors over 65). The restaurant has been told that we would like separate 

checks. To reserve your place for this event, please email Kathe Smith or Karen Wampler before Friday, March 11 
as a group larger than 10 requires 2 volunteer guides. Also, the restaurant will need to set up the dining car for us. 

Please consider carpooling for this event. Parking is limited and there is another group at the museum that morning as 

well. 

HOME LINK will meet Saturday, March 19 at 9:00 a.m. at Delhi Cafe for breakfast - one day before the start of 

Spring! 

South Delta LINK will meet at Dimitris Saturday, March 19 for breakfast at 9:00 a.m. 

March 1 7:00 pm Book Group 

March 2 Noon Beyond Boomers  

March 6 10:00 am Communion 

Deacons’ Offering 

March 10 1:00 pm TLC 

March 20 10:00 am PALM SUNDAY  

One Great Hour of 

Sharing Offering   

March 24 7:00 pm MAUNDY THURSDAY  

March  25 6:00 pm  GOOD FRIDAY 

SERVICE 

March 27 8:00 am Deacons’ Breakfast 

March 27 10:00 am EASTER WORSHIP 

SERVICE 

Easter Offering  

2-Cents-A-Meal Offering  

March 2  

March 3 

March 4 

March 5 

March 6 

March 9 

March 10 

March 11 

March 11 

March 11 

March 12 

March 12 

March 12 

March 13 

Jim Teremi 

Ramiz Hourani will be 95 

Heather Braggs 

Jim Shell 

Patrick O’Connor 

K C Cornelius Gallimore  

Mary Shutak-Jenkins 

Jean Jones 

Charles Amabo 

Rachel Layne 

Kathe Smith 

Fadia Fawaz 

Scott Blankenship 

Amy Allen 

March 13 

March 14 

March 15 

March 15 

March 15  

March 16 

March 16 

March 17 

March 17 

March 17 

March 18 

March 18 

March 18 

 

Jack Shell 

Bethanne Jenks 

Jack Toomey 

 Paul LaPerriere 

Josephine Powers 

JoAnn Hengstebeck 

Heather Durian 

Pat Feeley 

Mike Bryan 

Gail Summerfield  

Elliot Ryser 

Eric Lunde 

Pryderick Achuonjei 

 

March 19  

March 21 

March 23 

March 23 

March 24 

March 25 

March 26 

March 26  

March 27  

March 27 

March 28  

March 29 

March 31 

Gary Schaub  

Jim Donaldson 

Salim Makhoul  

Wesley Bara  

Elena Cull 

Mary Lou Gebhardt 

Cheryl Makhoul 

Scott Moore 

Pam Blair 

Dan Banghart  

Elain Mackoul 

Alan Niznak 

Daphne Hengstebeck 

Remember These Dates  

 



 

 

The Celebration Club of First Presbyterian Church  
The Birthday and Anniversary Club is a way of expressing any special event or time in your life that you would like to 

remember by making a contribution to the Celebration Club. The donation you give will be used to help build up our 

Endowment Fund at First Presbyterian Church of Lansing. Use the envelopes available in the pews and in the Chapel 

entrance area to give a gift that keeps on giving.  

 

Membership Committee News 

New Member Class 

Our next new membership class will meet with Rev. Stan Sunday on April 10 after the worship service.  On April 

20 this group will meet with the session and then they will be recognized and be presented to the congregation on April 

24. We presently have six names.  We encourage any attendees who are interested in becoming a member to contact 

Sallie Campbell in the church office. 

Name Tags  

A list of people who need a new name tag is being collected.  If you have lost yours, have a defective one, or wish to 

have a new one please leave your name with Tracy in the office. If you wish to change the fastener or have lost your 

magnetic strip, please contact Marilyn Poland. 

First Presbyterian Church Pictorial Directory 

There is an interest in having a new pictorial directory made. Our last one was in 2006. We are researching photo 

companies. We are presently searching for two or three people to chair this committee.. If you are interested please 

contact Polly LeTourneau or Sallie Campbell. 

 

Snow Birds 

We hope you are having a warm and comfortable stay in your winter paradise. We miss you and and are looking forward 

to your return as spring approaches. Take care and enjoy your remaining time. 

 

From the Kitchen 

Our kitchen is now getting a fair amount of use. Greater Lansing Food Bank uses our kitchen to prepare samples for 

various pantry participants in their network. Northwest Initiative is holding a monthly cooking class in the kitchen. The 

kitchen continues to be used monthly to prepare the Advent House meals. The Salad Luncheon fundraiser really gives the 

kitchen a workout twice a year. There are several government groups that use our kitchen during the course of a year. All 

this and then there are the meals that are prepared for various church functions throughout the year. 

Because the kitchen is seeing more use, a calendar and a dry-erase board has been placed outside the kitchen door across 

from the hallway coolers. Please use the calendar and the dry-erase board to notify the Kitchen Committee of your kitchen 

use. 

Kathe Smith will check the board and the calendar regularly to ensure there are no conflicts and to notify Tracy so she can 

get the dates on the church calendar. Tracy gets calls from outside groups as well and will notify Kathe Smith so those 

dates will get on both calendars. Since funeral dinners will always take precedence over any other kitchen use, the 

calendar will help us to notify a scheduled group of the need to modify, cancel or change their date. 

If you have any questions or comments about the kitchen, please direct them to Kathe Smith, Mary Lou Gebhardt, Jean 

Dietrich, Jean Jones or Sharon Johnson. 

 Total Contributions 

Bessie Roper 

Patrick Affholter 

Jean Dietrich 

Dee Hughes 

Shirley Cummings 

Wanda Chenoweth   

 

Ed Purchis  

Laura Wilkinson 

Roger Wilkinson 

Jim and  

   Debbie Donaldson 

Peggy Whitman 

 

Roger and Laura 

Wilkinson 

George and Linda 

Snyder 

Karen Rude 

The Carole Orth 

Family  

 
 

Total for 2007 – January  31, 2016      $283,349  
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Session Actions for January and February 

The Annual Statistical Report of 2015 was approved as presented. 

A committee of Session was formed to draft an interim document of Vision 2020 by the March Session meeting; would 

then solicit input from members of the congregation in April; would then return to committee; and finally vote on it in 

the May Session meeting.  

Session convened a task force on Member Care to brainstorm ideas for meeting immediate needs of the congregation 

related to meals, rides, etc.  

Session convened a task force for Communications because this is a focal point for all elements of the Vision. 

Church Officers were elected.  President of the Corporation: Beverley Bockes; Secretary of the Corporation (and Clerk of 

Session), Jackie Blankenship; Treasurer of the Corporation and Treasurer of the Church: Carol Johnson. 

Clerk of Session was elected: Jackie Blankenship. 

Session gave approval to the Building and Grounds Committee to create a new prioritized long-term list of building 

maintenance projects from the Capital Campaign. 

Session approved the 2016 Budget as presented by the Finance Committee. 

 

Deacon Notes 

Member Care Committee Report 

I will begin my tenure as Chair of the Deacons’ Member Care Committee by highlighting the following activities that the 

Deacons’ Member Care Committee is currently performing.  There are currently 14 individuals who receive Deacon 

support.  The committee works closely with Pastoral Care Assistant Chris DeYonke and Pastor Stan Jenkins.  Deacons’ 

visits are individualized for the person we are visiting.  Some people prefer receiving cards in place of visits.  We provide 

active listening, friendly discussion and a spiritual connection.  We may read scripture or pray with a member.  We deliver 

flowers at Christmas and Easter. 

If you know of a person who would benefit from regular deacon visits, please call the church office and give that person’s 

name and phone number to Tracy Weldon.  Tracy will notify Chris and Pastor Stan, who will pass the request along to us.   

The Member Care Committee members are actively seeking input about the current Member Care needs of our 

congregation.   We are also interested in potential resources for meeting members’ needs.  Please share your ideas with us.  

My e-mail address is mrumfield74@gmail.com.  We welcome your input. 

     Meg Rumfield 

 

 

Presbyterian Coffee Project  

   
Started in 2001, the Presbyterian Coffee Project is a collaboration between Equal Exchange Cooperative 

and the Presbyterian Church USA's Enough for Everyone Program to involve more Presbyterian 

communities and individuals in supporting small farmers around the world. 

In 2015, First Presbyterian  Church of Lansing members bought  coffee, tea, chocolate, and olive oil totaling $4,473 from  

Equal Exchange. In 2014, the church members spent $3,747.00.  For each pound of fairly traded coffee, chocolate, tea, 

and foods Presbyterians purchase through the Coffee Project, 15 cents per pound goes to the PCUSA's Small Farmer 

Fund. That Fund amounted to $14,801.07 in 2014 alone! 

Some 2014 Small Farmer Funds went to Semilla Nueva, which supports their work in five communities in Guatemala, 

creating community-level farmer education programs around new sustainable agriculture and food security. This project 

trains local leaders in small-scale experimentation with sustainable farming and food security techniques, forming 

empowered communities who guide their own development and grow themselves out of poverty. Funds also went to La 

Via Campesina, Asia, which is building an agroecology network in India, Nepal, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka that will 

organize farmer-to-farmer trainings in agroecology, promote agroecology as a solution to climate change and as an 

economically viable method of agriculture, and develop women and youth leaders and producer cooperatives. 

Please stop by the Fair Trade table in Litten Hall for more information about Equal Exchange 
Cooperative and the Presbyterian Coffee Project. 
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Muhammad’s Land  

Today, about 455,000 Palestinian refugees live in Lebanon, 53% of those living in one of 12 camps in the country. As 

they are not citizens of another country, they cannot claim the same rights as other foreigners in Lebanon. In order to 

prevent them from taking jobs away from Lebanese citizens, Palestinian refugees are prohibited from working in 20 

different professions, such as driving a taxi. It is estimated that 56% of Palestinian refugees do not have jobs, and 2/3 live 

on less than $6.00 per day. The United Nations Relief Works agency reports that among the five countries they oversee, 

Lebanon has the highest percentage of Palestinian refugees living abject poverty. 

A year and a half ago I visited a Palestinian refugee camp that has been in Beirut since 1948. I spent some time with a 

retired medical doctor named Muhammad who has lived there since 1950 when he arrived as a six-month-old. He told me 

this story: 

My earliest memory is from when I was four years old. I had three Lebanese friends and we played together every day. 

One day near dinnertime, one friend stood up and announced “I am going to my land.,” and left. Then, my second 

friend also announced “I am going to my land” and left. After a while, my third friend stood and said “I am going to 

my land.” He left also. I was sad.   

I went to my mother, and she asked “Why are you so sad.” I replied, “Because I have no land.” My mother began to 

cry. “You do have a land. It is in a place called Palestine. You have land to farm and even a beautiful house there.” I 

became happy and began pulling on her hand,, crying “Let us go there. Let us go to our land in Palestine.” My mother 

stopped me. “You cannot go there.” I didn’t understand. “Why cannot I go to my land?” I asked.   

“If you go home to Palestine, they will kill you,” my mother warned.   

I continued to beg my mother to take me to Palestine, to my house and my land. She became afraid that I would run off 

on my own, so she spoke with my father. My father sat me down. “If you go to Palestine now, they will kill you,” he 

said. “But, if you study and work very hard, one day you will be able to return to your land.”  

My friend Muhammad went on to study and spent many years as a medical doctor. He takes 

pride in his “museum,” a small storage unit filled with items brought by families from 

Palestine in 1948, which he uses to remind the rare visitor of how Palestinians lived before 

being relocated to the camps. He is now in his late 60’s, though he looks much older.  

Muhammad has never seen his land. 

 

 

 

Scott Parker, PCUSA Mission worker in Lebanon 

This article written by Scott Parker is taken from the website, Findaworld.org. A Journey to Follow Christ's Heart Into and 

Beyond the Middle East (January 29, 2016).  This website is about telling a STORY:  The story of Scott and Elmarie 

Parker’s’s  moving their lives to the Middle East, the story of the real people they met there, the story of God’s huge heart 

to engage a broken world... and maybe YOUR STORY as well. The STORY comes to Life when we venture outside our 

Walls and Find a World of PEOPLE who are deeply loved by the Living God 

Spring Salad Luncheon 

The annual Spring Salad Luncheon will be held on Wednesday, May 25.  Bring your friends and come 

on down for a wonderful lunch. If you would like to work on this fundraiser, you are always welcome! 

Call Jean Dietrich at 482-3339.  Wednesday is also the final day of the Spring Book Sale. 

      Save the Date 

Michigan Presbyterian Pilgrimage 

Thursday, April 28 through Sunday, May 1, 2016 at Amigo Retreat Center Sturgis, MI. 

 For more information see www.mppilgrimage.org, 
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SMALL GROUPS 

Book Group 

We invite all who are interested in reading and discussing good books to meet with us the first Tuesday of each month in 

the church parlor. 

Tuesday   March 1   7:00 p.m. 

The Boys in the Boat   by Daniel James Brown 
The #1 New York Times bestselling story about American Olympic triumph in Nazi Germany, the 

improbable, intimate account of how nine working-class boys from the American West showed the 

world at the 1936 Olympics in Berlin what true grit really meant.  It was an unlikely quest from the 

start.  With a team composed of the sons of loggers, shipyard workers, and farmers, the University of 

Washington’s eight-oar crew team was never expected to do well.  Drawing on the boys’ own journals, 

Brown has created an unforgettable portrait of an era and a celebration of a remarkable achievement. 

Discussion led by Sharon Carr. 

 

Tuesday   April 5   7:00 p.m. 

Hemingway’s Girl   by Ericka Robuck  

In Depression-era Key West, Mariella Bennet struggles to support her family.  She bets on a risky 

boxing match...and attracts the interest of Ernest Hemingway.   When Mariella is hired as a maid by 

Hemingway’s second wife, Pauline, she enters a rarified world of lavish, celebrity-filled dinner parties.  

The attentions of the larger-than-life writer become a dangerous temptation.  Will she cross an invisible 

line with the volatile Hemingway, or find a way to claim her own dreams?  As a massive hurricane 

bears down on Key West, Mariella faces some harsh truths. 

Discussion led by Kim Ringlever. 

 

Tuesday   May 3   7:00 p.m. 

 The Girl on the Train    by Paula Hawkins 

Rachel takes the same commuter train every morning. Every day she rattles down the track, flashes past a 

stretch of cozy suburban homes, and stops at the signal that allows her to daily watch the same couple 

breakfasting on their deck.  She’s even started to feel like she knows them. “Jess and Jason,” she calls 

them. Their life—as she sees it—is perfect.  Not unlike the life she recently lost.  And then she sees 

something shocking.  It’s only a minute until the train moves on, but it’s enough … 

Discussion led by Jackie Blankenship  

 

TLC 
Thursday    March 10     1:00 p.m. 

TLC will meet on Thursday, March 10 at DeLuca's Restaurant and Pizzeria, 2006 West Willow Street, at 1:00 p.m.  

Call Barbara Kaye (321-4262) for reservations and/or information. TLC (Tender Loving Care) is a group of single women 

friends who meet on the second Thursday of the month for lunch at various local restaurants. We enjoy our social get-

together for companionship and the opportunity to share stories and events in our lives. 

 

Beyond Boomers 
Wednesday      March 2      12:00 Noon 

The Beyond Boomers luncheon is Wednesday, March 2 at 12:00 Noon in the church parlor. Join us for soup, salad, 

dessert and conversation. Greet old friends or sit with someone you would like to get to know better. Share this time of 

food and fellowship. Call Kathe Smith with questions and comments. Know that there is always "room at this table". 
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Easter Lilies  

Easter lilies in the Sanctuary add to the beauty and significance of the Easter season. If you would like to place a lily in 

memory of someone whom you love or in honor of someone special, please fill out the attached form 

and send it to the Church Office or place it in the offering plate. Enclose a check for $14.00 for 

each plant requested, indicating on the check EASTER LILY.  Please feel free to take your lily 

after the service.  

Deadline for requesting an Easter lily is Monday, March 14. 

 

EASTER MEMORIAL 

 I would like an Easter lily placed in the Chancel 

 In memory of:____________________________________ 

 In honor of:______________________________________ 

 From:___________________________________________ 

________I will pick up the plant after the worship service. 
________I will not pick up the plant.  Please send my plant to a shut-in or ill person. 
  
Deadline is Monday, March 14.  
 

  

 March 6 March 13 March 20 March 27 

Liturgists  Alyse Collins Jim Hengstebeck Youth  Bill Collins  

Videographers Rich Blankenship Bryse Friess Russ Jenks Charlie Phillips 

Greeters Chapel David and Gartha 

Angus 
Denice Dickinson Bill and Karen Rude Jim and Debbie 

Donaldson 

 Chestnut Gary Schaub Wanda Chenoweth Pat Eenigenburg Gary Schaub 

Worship Schedule 
orship Schedule 

Recent Hospitalizations    

Dan DeYonke 

Rod Conrad 

Terri Holmgren 

Herb Jones 

Jackie Blankenship 

Cynthia Johnston 

Carolyn Stauffer 

Pat Anderson  
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Our Church Family  

 

. Death  
 Long-time member Marilyn Culpepper died on February 14, 2016. 

Marilyn requested that there not be a visitation or funeral. She also 

expressed her preference that her friends “do something special for 

someone they love or someone that nobody loves.”  

    

Anniversaries 
Bill and Karen Rude will celebrate their 57th 

wedding anniversary 

on March 28.  

 

      

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring 2016 Church Book Sale  

The 2016 Church Book Sale will be held from Sunday, May 22, through Wednesday, May 25.  

On Sunday, the book sale will be open only to Church members, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  The sale opens to the 

public on Monday at 9:00 a.m. Hardbacks $2.00; paperbacks $1.00; CD's $1.50. 

Contributions of gently used books are now being accepted in the Church Library. 

        Your Library Committee 

 

 

Federal Tax Savings on IRA Charitable Rollovers 

As you prepare your 2015 taxes, it's not too early to think about 2016 taxes.  On December 8, 2015, the President signed 

legislation extending the Charitable IRA Rollover, making it retroactive to January 1, 2015, with NO expiration date.  If 

you have your IRA administrator send funds from your IRA directly to a qualified charitable agency, there is no federal 

tax. The First Presbyterian Church of Lansing is a qualified agency.  Contact your IRA administrator for details on how to 

save the federal tax on distributions, which must be made before December 31, 2016.Thank you for your consideration. 

        The Finance Committee 

 
   “But all things should be done decently and in order” 
        1 Corinthians 14:4 

We need your help to put our earthly house of God in order.  Please join us for a church     clean-

up on April 23 starting at 9 a.m. and working until our tasks our complete.  

Remember, many hands make light work. 
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