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Sunday, May 15 

Pentecost Sunday and Offering 

Each year on Pentecost Sunday we still celebrate the 

coming of the Holy Spirit as a bringer of new life. With the 

Spirit’s coming, we no longer need to settle for business as 

usual but can know the transforming, redeeming love of 

God that makes the impossible possible. To symbolize the 

gift of the Holy Spirit descending in a mighty rush of 

wind and flame, we traditionally wear the color red. 

The Pentecost Offering is one of the four Special Offerings of the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.). When you give to the Pentecost Offering during Sunday 

morning worship on May 15, you will help bring God’s transforming, 

redeeming love to children at risk, guide and nurture young people’s growing 

faith, and provide opportunities for young adults to become spiritual leaders − 

all in the name of Jesus Christ.  

Sunday, May 15 

Third Grade Bible Presentation 

We traditionally give our children a Bible from their church family when they 

reach the third grade, and this year there will be two third graders receiving 

Bibles. 

Sunday, May 15 

“Greening of the Cross “Sunday 

The Worship, Music and the Arts Committee invites everyone to bring a flower 

or branch of blooms or greenery to church on Sunday, May 15 for our annual 

“Greening of the Cross” celebration!  It is a time to celebrate the rebirth of the 

earth and our own growth as individuals and a congregation – a day of 

thanksgiving and praise!  It is so wonderful to see the variety of growing things 

we have in our yards!  “Buckets of blooms” will be available for all to share, 

and if you have a bounty at home, you are encouraged to bring the extras! 

Sunday, May 22 

Graduate Recognition Sunday 

On this Sunday we will honor those who have successfully completed some 

phase of their educational careers.  
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There were two takeaways for me from last week’s banquet with Union Missionary Baptist and the Lansing 

Police Department (with representatives from many area departments). The first is that there is a deep hunger for 

this kind of bridge building in our community, as well as support for our joint efforts with Union Missionary 

Baptist toward funding a scholarship for a person of color for the police academy. 

I spoke with Mayor Virg Bernero and had lunch with Police Chief Mike Yankowski, both of whom expressed excitement and 

great interest.  In fact, our efforts are very much in line with their own plans and hopes for minority recruiting for the police 

force in the city of Lansing. The fact that the Lansing Police Department is facing the retirement of more than twenty five 

officers this year not only highlights the pertinence of our efforts but also the urgency. 

The other takeaway is that there is indeed much healing between the African American community and the LPD that is 

needed. Although it is true that Lansing has been relatively free of large-scale protests and conflict between the two, there is a 

deep distrust and hurt that prevails. 

All of this underscores the importance of our joint efforts. We are not naive enough to suppose that all problems can be solved 

by banquets and conversations—or even scholarships—differences will always remain. That is the nature of human beings and 

society in a fallen world. Still, it is our faith that compels us to “push our world toward the fulfillment of the Kingdom of God”. 

Reinhold Niebuhr, who served as a Pastor in Detroit from 1915 to 1928 and taught at my alma mater, Union Theological 

Seminary in New York City from 1928 to 1960, talks of this compulsion as a “sublime madness in the soul” which pushes 

human beings toward the dream of perfect justice. Niebuhr is the first to note that this madness needs to be tempered by reason, 

precisely because the dream of perfect justice can “encourage terrible fanaticisms”, and appropriately concludes his musings on 

the subject with the sobering hope that “reason will not destroy this [sublime madness in the soul] before its work is done”. 

This sublime madness, this work we are called to, this good work, this noble work, must first and foremost be grounded in our 

faith, our humility, our worship life and Scripture. What we must confess to be impossible for mortals must be seen at all times 

in the promise that “all things are possible for God” (Matthew 19:26).  Nonetheless, what must also never be forgotten is that as 

disciples of Jesus Christ we are called to be God’s agents in the world, “ambassadors of Christ” (II Corinthians 5:20).  Along 

with our partners at Union and the LPD we have God’s providence and promise. We are not alone in this work! 

In any case, I must confess that there is actually a third takeaway for me from our banquet, a more personal conclusion, and that 

is just how incredibly grateful I am for the willingness of our two churches and the LPD to engage in this difficult and yet noble 

work. The turnout was amazing! Can I just tell you all how proud I am of us all—and particular in the members of our church? 

In many ways these are uncharted waters for our congregation and the enthusiasm and faith in which we have responded to the 

call makes my heart full and fills me with gratitude. The Holy Spirit is stirring the waters of healing in our midst—and through 

the Grace of God, we are responding! 

So what’s next? This July we are planning with Union Missionary Baptist an Independence Day event to be held at First 

Presbyterian on July third. This event will be entitled “I Am America” and is planned as a celebration of our history, our 

diversity and our shared ideals. It will include musical selections from our joint choirs (and guests), spoken word recitations 

(think “The Gettysburg Address”), dance and drumming from local Indian tribes and immigrant stories. The Police Chief has 

been invited and the Mayor will soon be. 

The hope is that at this event we will present the city with our first scholarship for a person of color to the police academy.  

From there the plan is to open a community wide fund raising effort to endow a scholarship or two, ensuring that the effort to 

help the makeup of the LPD better reflect the demographics of our city will continue well into the future. We are seeking and 

helping to make positive structural change in our city! 

In conclusion, let me express once more my gratitude to the Rev. Dr. Melvin Jones, our brothers and sisters at Union 

Missionary Baptist Church, Chief Yankowski and the members of the Lansing Police Department for their willingness to 

engage in what is sometimes uncomfortable work on behalf of our beloved city. And finally, once more let me express my joy 

and gratitude for all of us at First Presbyterian Church of Lansing (special shout out here for the staff and our sister Willye 

Bryan!).  I pinch myself daily at my good fortune and for God’s blessing in allowing me to be a part of such a wonderful body 

of co-workers. You guys are the best! 

      Stan 
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New 50-Year Members Honored on Sunday, April 24 

On this Sunday the following new 50-year members were announced: 

      Barb Mann 
      Helen Herrick 

50-year members receive a certificate, and a gold star will be placed on their name tag.  

 

New Members Introduced on Sunday, April 24 

The following new members were received by the congregation on Sunday, April 24: Therry Kepgang Nana (Kenath); 

Shaun McClurken; Nicholas Ward; Doug Edema; Barb Edema (joining as a Friend).  Their biographies and pictures will 

be in the June/July First Epistle.    

   

Session News 

The following actions were taken at the March Session meeting:   

 Approval was given to spend $5,000 from the Capital Campaign mission fund set aside to partially fund a 

scholarship for a person of color to attend the Lansing Police Academy. 

 Approval was given to replace finance information currently shown in the weekly Sunday bulletin in a quarterly 

report in the Epistle.  If finance information is unfavorable, then the financial information will be provided monthly 

with an opportunity for congregation members to meet with Finance Committee. 

 Approval of the final draft of the Vision 2020 document.  

Anticipated April Session Action: 

 Examine and receive new members. 

 

Results of 2016 Stewardship Campaign 

2015 Pledging Units 135 

2016 Pledging Units 124 

     Decrease  11 

  

Units increasing pledges 33 

Units staying the same 67 

New pledging units 6 

Pledges not received after talks with people 
 

9 

People not responding at all 2 

Total 135 

 

 
from Mission 

Syrian Refugee Boy by Hala Edward Bitar *  

Today I met a child down in the narrow streets of Beirut. He is eleven years old, a refugee from Syria, 

lives in Anjar, and comes down every day with his boss, the butcher, to work. I asked him if he goes to 

school, he answered no, assuring that his work is important for his family now. 

I cannot imagine the price this eleven years old child is paying for the Syrian war, I cannot imagine the 

future Syria will have when this generation is going to be on stage of ruling, leading, and educating new 

generation after the war. 

I did not take a photo of him, but had this image in my camera that could let you imagine! 

* Bitar works at Beirut Evangelical School for Girls and Boys and at The National Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon. 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Sunday School News 

Children and Worship 

This month Children and Worship will focus on the stories of the Lord’s Supper, Ascension, Pentecost and Baptism.  The 

last Sunday of Children and Worship for the 2015- 2016 program year will be May 22. 
 

Sunday School Update 

Class will meet on May 1, 8, 15 and 22.  

Children 4 years old – 4
th
 grade will talk about sharing the good news of Jesus and the presence and movement of the 

Holy Spirit in the world. 

Our 5
th
 – 12

th
 graders will be exploring Lydia’s conversion, Paul and Silas, the story of Pentecost and Paul’s letter to 

the Romans. 

  

First Pres Milestones 

Third Grade Bibles 
May 15 – during worship 

As is our tradition here at First Church, our third graders will be presented with Bibles during worship.  Receiving their 

Bibles this year will be Jackson Keller and Sophie Keller.   

 

 

Graduate Recognition Sunday May 22 

                       Congratulations, Class of 2016! 
 

May 22 is Graduation Sunday here at First Church, when we honor those who have 

successfully completed some phase of their educational careers.  We give thanks to God for blessing our church family 

with these gifted people. 

 

Graduating from high school are: 

Austin Delaine Barcy – Lansing Christian High School 

Austin is the daughter of David Barcy and the granddaughter of Jan and Ron O’Connor.  She loves music, participating 

in the musicals at high school, as well as being a member of the MSU Children’s Choirs for 10 years, and singing in our 

own Chancel Choir. Austin has taken singing and piano lessons and has attended various camps.  Here at First Church, 

Austin has shared her gift of song with the congregation on a number of occasions.  She has received excellent 

attendance awards every year, has been a Greeter in our Children and Worship program, helped at VBS, and participated 

in plays and musicals.  Austin has been a very active member of Youth Fellowship; she is currently a Youth Deacon.  

Austin plans to attend Western Michigan University in the fall. 

 

Nathaniel Joseph Fellows – Grand Ledge High School 

Nat is the son of Mark and Jean Fellows.  At GLHS, Nat was a member of the Chinese Club, Quiz Bowl, Political Club 

and SAGA.  He was a 4 year athlete, receiving letters and chevrons in Cross-Country and Track and Field, and received 

a placement medal in Cross-Country. Nat was a 4 year member of the GLHS Marching Band and Symphony Band, 

winning multiple awards:  4 years MSBOA Solo and Ensemble competition, District and State awards; MSBOA All-

State Band, 2012; Youth Brass Band of Battle Creek, 2015, and the Spartan Youth Wind Ensemble, 2015-16. He is a 

member of the National Honor Society, a 3 year CAAC Blue Athletic Conference All-Academic Award winner, and an 

AP Scholar.  Nat also served on the Delta Township Youth Council in 2013-14.  He has been very active is scouting and 

is an Eagle Scout, Troop 70, Eagle, Michigan.  He served for 5 years, 2011-15, in Troop 111 Governors Honor Guard, 

Mackinac Island.  Nat received the Order of the Arrow (BSA National Honor Society) for 4 years, Brotherhood 

membership. Nat has many BSA awards, including 44 Merit Badges, 8 Awards, 2 Honors, 4 BSA Training and 3 BSA 

High Adventure. Here at First Pres, Nat has been a regular and active acolyte since 2008 and has done multiple 

volunteer projects, including Christmas decorations!  He has been accepted at Kettering University, Michigan 

Technological University and Michigan State University. Nat is interested in engineering and design, political science 

and global issues. 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION – CONTINUED 
 

Madisyn Sara Harrison – Everett High School 

Madisyn is the daughter of Marcus and Angela Harrison and the granddaughter of Willye and Mike Bryan. At Everett, 

Madisyn was on the Honor Roll all 4 years of high school, achieving High Achievement Awards for a 3.5 or above 

grade point average all 4 years. She also received Everett’s Honors Academic Letter and has been a member of the 

National Honor Society, serving as President this year.  Madisyn is deeply involved in music, and has been a member of 

the Jazz, Symphonic and Marching Bands all 4 years at Everett.  She is currently the Jazz Band Student Director and the 

Bells and Percussion 1
st
 chair.  Madisyn performed in EHS musicals all 4 years and received Everett Honor’s Band 

Letter.  She sang the National Anthem at the Lansing School District’s H.O.P.E. Banquet and the Lansing Promise 

Scholarship Banquets in 2015 and 2016. Madisyn has studied piano for 11 years, receiving twelve Superior Piano 

Competition Awards; she has played piano solos for the Everett High School graduation ceremonies for 3 years. She has 

performed with the MSU Children’s Choir for 4 years and the MSU Young Women’s Choir for 3 years.  At First 

Church, Madisyn has received 13 excellent attendance awards in Sunday School and been a very active member in 

Youth Fellowship.  She has been a Greeter in Children and Worship, helped with Advent House meals and VBS, and 

participated in plays and musicals.  Madisyn is also active with the Music Ministry at Antioch Baptist Church.  In the 

fall, Madisyn will be attending Michigan State University, studying Music Education with an emphasis in Jazz Studies.  

After completing her degree at MSU, she would like to do graduate studies at Berklee College of Music in Boston, MA, 

and then return to the Lansing area to teach Jazz Studies at the high school and college levels, allowing her to guide the 

way for other musicians, as her mentors have done for her. 

 

Henry Richard Huelskamp – Grand Ledge High School 

Henry is the son of Luke and Laura Huelskamp.  At GLHS, Henry played water polo and was active in the Marching 

Band.  He also played in the pit orchestra of the GLHS musicals.  Henry is a member of the National Honor Society, was 

selected to participate in the MSU Alumni Distinguished Scholarship Competition, is an AP Scholar and is ranked 4
th
 in 

his class.  Here at First, he played Pee Wee basketball, participated in Middle High youth fellowship and has helped with 

numerous meals, such as at VBS.  Henry plans to study Chemical Engineering at the University of Michigan. 

 

Alissa Kuhn – Okemos High School 

Alissa is the daughter of Risha Williams and Andreas Kuhn.  At OHS, Alissa ran cross-country, winning an Invitational 

Third Place medal, and track and field in the 400/800 dash and mid-distance relay.  She served as secretary for the OHS 

Student Council and was president of the Bioethics Club.  Alissa was a member of the Okemos Science Institute, and 

she competed in the annual MSU Brain Bee Competition.  Alissa was an active mentor and participant in the OHS 

ACTION Club and a member of the OHS Earth Club and Kiwanis International/ Key Club.  She served as co-president 

of the OHS Asian Club.  Here at First Pres, Alissa has served as an acolyte and usher, has been an active Greeter in 

Children and Worship, and participated in Youth Fellowship.  Alissa plans to attend Michigan State University. 

Graduating from college and universities: 

Matthew G. Anderson – Brandeis University 

Matt is the son of Ceci and John Anderson and the grandson of Carolyn and Ron Stauffer.  Matt earned his Master of 

Science degree in Strategic Analysis from Brandeis University. His tentative future plans include moving to Phoenix and 

finding a job using analytics. 

Greg Botting – Alma College 

Greg is the son of Gwen and Jim Botting.  He is graduating from Alma College with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 

English, with a double minor in Political Science and Creative Writing.  Greg is a member of Sigma Tau Delta and Pi 

Sigma Alpha, honorary Greek organizations for English and Political Science, respectively.  He plans to attend graduate 

school for creative writing, eventually continuing on to a doctoral program in either creative writing or Renaissance 

literature.  His eventual goal is teaching at the college/ university level and writing either fiction or creative non-fiction 

for publication.   

 

Summer Camping Opportunities at Camp Greenwood!  

At Camp Greenwood children and youth develop new friends, grow in Christ, and enjoy God’s creation as they learn 

about life, our world and its care.  For a complete summer camping schedule, go to their website 

www.campgreenwood.org, or pick up a brochure on the table in the chapel entrance area. 
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Help Camp Greenwood Get Ready for Another Summer Camping Season 

Camp Greenwood will hold its Spring Clean-Up Day on Saturday, May 14  to waken the camp from winter slumber and 

be ready for summer action! Work will include raking paths, recycling old equipment, cleaning cabins, removing shutters, 

putting up screens and doing some minor repairs. There is a job for everyone and every ability! No special skills are needed.  

You’ll meet fun co-workers, have great camp meals and serve a worthy cause. Most importantly, many hands will make light 

work for everyone! 

Plan to bring any personal work items and some clothes to get dirty.  Please RSVP by emailing Camp Greenwood at 

office@campgreenwood.org with the names and any special needs of people attending. 

Thanks for your help! 

 

Campbell’s Labels for Education Programs Is Ending 
Please bring them in by May 20.  Collection bin is located in the Hall of Christian Pioneers 

In the past few years participation in Labels for Education has declined and as a result, Campbell has come to the very difficult 

decision to wind down the LFE program. There is a nice bonus for submissions turned in in May, so if you have been saving 

labels (or caps from beverages) for First Pres, please bring them in by May 20!  These products have eligible UPC bar codes 

(they say Labels for Education on them):  BIC, Campbell, Pace, Pepperidge Farm, SpahettiOs, Swanson, V8 beverages, V8 

Splash and V8 V-Fusion. The collection bin is located against the windows in the Hall of Christian Pioneers.  If you have 

questions, please see Kathy Banghart or Sallie Campbell. Thank you for your support! 

Youth and Family Ministry 

Youth 

The Presbyterian Youth Triennium is held on the campus of Purdue University once every three years.  Some of the youth 

from our church will be attending the event this year. We also have a presbytery advisor from this church, Bethanne Jenks, who 

will be accompanying them. The event is from July 19-24.  Our group will gather with other youth groups from around the 

presbytery at First Church of Sturgis on Monday evening, July 18.  They will spend time getting to know other youth and adult 

leaders from our presbytery, participating in fellowship, fun, food and devotions.  A chartered bus will pick the group up on 

Tuesday morning and travel to Purdue. They will pack lunches to eat on the bus and arrive at Purdue for registration in the 

afternoon.  Then they will settle into their rooms and the fun begins!  If you have any questions about any of this, please contact 

Sallie Campbell or Brian Koon.   

Our Middle Hi youth continue a conversation about attending an event called the Heifer Global Village at the Howell Nature 

Center sometime this spring/summer.  Further details will be coming soon.  Camp Greenwood is also a summer option for our 

children and youth.  
 

Family 

We have planned another Intergenerational Mission Trip to Charlevoix for June 25-July 1. We are returning to Green 

Sky Hill where we will camp on the church/tribal property and work with the church and the Odawa tribe to learn more about 

each other and grow our relationship.  While we are there we will perform some light maintenance and landscaping tasks at the 

church property.  We also plan to travel with some of the tribe members to a variety of locations in northern Michigan and learn 

more about the history and current circumstances of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians.  Last year we had the 

privilege of visiting the tribal headquarters and several other locations where we learned many new insights from the Indian 

perspective. We hope to be able to take a trip to Beaver Island to see their medicinal plant gardens as well as spending more 

time together with tribe members.  Everyone is welcome to participate (all ages).  A block of 5 hotel rooms have been reserved 

for the time we will be there.  If you don’t want to camp, you may be able to secure a room.  We are trying to firm up our plans 

at this time, so if you would like more information, please contact Sallie in the church office. The registration fee is $25 per 

adult and $10 per child and is non-refundable.  The hope is to have all the registrations and plans completed in May.  

Registration forms are available on the table at the Chapel entrance or in the mailroom.  Please fill it out and put it in Sallie’s 

mailbox.  Please consider participating in this unique and special opportunity. 

A unique opportunity for people of all ages to learn together is by attending our new Gardening Series of Workshops.  Our 

Americorps member, Quinton Sawyer, has worked very hard putting together unique learning experiences about gardening, 

including sustainability, native plants, etc.  We hope to have classes later in the fall that include how to cook and store the 

produce your garden will yield. We are trying to encourage food pantry clients and other neighbors to participate in these 

educational opportunities to learn yet another way to stretch one’s food dollars as well as preparing and eating in a more 

nutrition conscious, healthy way.  The dates for the gardening workshop series are listed below.   

Please consider attending for fun and fellowship with our church family and our neighbors. The classes and workshops are free 

of charge and donations are always welcome. Please come and bring a friend! 
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(Youth and Family Ministry – continued) 

May 7  Saturday 10 a.m.-noon Gardening 101 

     Basic information you will need to plan your garden and get started. 

May 17  Tuesday 5:30 -7 p.m. Gardening 102 

     Advanced topics in gardening and more. 

May 21  Saturday, time TBD Planting your Transplants 

Learn how to get those plants in the ground that you have spent the winter growing. 

We are also collaborating with NorthWest Initiative on some other projects related to healthy eating. We are expanding the 

current cooking class schedule to include a lunchtime class, once a month on the second Tuesday from 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

This begins on May 10. This class will include the chance to see how produce from the gardens and foods from the pantry can 

be combined to be a delicious meal. After preparing these foods, participants will get take the ingredients home to make more!  

So, come join us for lunch, meet some new folks, and enjoy some healthy foods.  The Monday evening classes are continuing 

on the last Monday of the month from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.  We meet in the First Pres kitchen. All are welcome. 

NorthWest Initiative is holding their “Westside Summer Celebration and Farm Market” again this year, but this time, it 

will be in the First Pres parking lot!  On the third Wednesday of each month from 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. there will be the 

opportunity to buy a fresh made lunch, browse some tables of hand-made items from the entrepreneur classes at NWI, purchase 

some fresh fruits and vegetables, and meet and mingle with friends.  Please plan to join us outside in the parking lot along Pine 

street; June 15, July 20, August 17 and September 21.   

May is the last month for the Survival Backpack program. The last dates are Wednesday, May 4 from 8:00 - 11:30 a.m. and 

May 18, from 5:30 - 8:30. This event is held at the Hill Center, 5815 Wise Rd., Lansing.  All ages can help. Please join us.   

 

 

 

   

Adult Forum for May 

Join the discussion of significant and timely topics.  We meet in the Adult Ed Room (downstairs) 11:20-12:20 p.m.  

(Childcare is available through this time.) 

MAY 1 – The Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians: Our Common History  
First Presbyterian Church is preparing for its second visit to the congregation at Greensky Hill Church and the Little Traverse 

Odawa Reservation.  Jim will introduce the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians with a short timeline of the Tribe’s 

history, their interactions with Europeans, and their conversion to Christianity.  Greensky Hill is one of the oldest Protestant 

(Methodist) churches in the state of Michigan.  While the Presbyterians sent New England missionaries to the Grand Traverse 

Ottawas on the Leelanau Peninsula, Methodists ordained Indian ministers to preach to Indian communities.  The result has been 

an enduring faith community at Greensky Hill that has continued long after Presbyterians abandoned their mission.  Greensky 

Hill is a unique congregation with traditions reaching back to the early days of the Methodist Church.  Jim McClurken will 

explore this tradition and talk about the unique opportunities for our interaction with this Indian faith community. 

 

May 8 and 15 – The Priority of Grace and the Place of Law in Christian and Muslim Faiths 
These two weeks will conclude the series begun in March on Grace, Law and Irony. On May 8 we will wrap up some remaining 

issues on the priority of Grace over Law in the Christian, especially Protestant, tradition, and then begin to look at the Law 

based faith of Islam on into the 15
th
 class. With competing interpretations within Islam (means “to submit”) that claims to be the 

original and only true religion, what are we in the Western, secularized world to make of it? What guidance, beside the Koran, 

do Muslims live by? What power do the imams have to interpret Islamic Law, and how far does their authority extend? Islam 

self-consciously claims to supersede both Judaism and Christianity, with Mohammed as the full and final prophet, but what 

knowledge did he have of either faith? Islam says all three faiths are “religions of the Book;” why Christians should take issue 

with that. Add your own thoughts and questions to this discussion led by Rev. Charlie Herrick.    

 
May 22 – Conversations on Race  
Please plan to attend, participate, and join in what should be a fun presentation as we continue our series on Conversations on 

Race  

+Pastor Stan will give an analysis of the very successful Joint Community Dinner with First Pres, Union Missionary Baptist 

Church, and Police Departments from the Greater Lansing Area. 

+Suggestions and comments on new avenues in our Conversations series. 

+Introduction of new programming for future presentations on the series. 

This concludes Adult Forum for this program year. 

~ See you in September! ~ 
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…but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance 
produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s 

love had been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.  
(Romans 5:3b-5) 

My family used to tease my uncle who would often talk about being humble, and not taking pride in his accomplishments 

– but by all his talk, he was taking pride in his humbleness. Boasting in our suffering does not equate to worrying or hand-

wringing, or to have judgmental thinking about our suffering being greater than our neighbors, but to be as an example of 

“Jesus living”. What’s that? For me “Jesus living” is our struggle to live as our Savior did – with kindness, gentleness, 

compassion, passion, with purpose – to show others Christ by our actions, our words and deeds.  

We are blessed to be encouraged by our advocate, the Holy Spirit, who works in and through each one of us, allowing us 

to be Christ to the other. The celebration of Pentecost is our reminder that the Church is made up of all different people – 

different languages, different backgrounds, different ways of looking at the world – yet we are ONE body. The Holy 

Spirit is there to help us accept each other where we are and to help us learn how to work together, with all our varied 

gifts, to build up the kingdom of God. This building up can sometimes be hard (suffering), but by “keeping our eyes on 

the prize” (endurance) we realize the gift of another person (character), and we are therefore encouraged (hopeful) in our 

future. 

Music for the month of May will include: 

Some of our choral anthems:  

“Steal Away” (arr. C. Laberge); “Lone Wild Bird” (by Jonathan Adams); “I Will Arise” (arr. Alice Parker & Robert 

Shaw); “Holy God, We Praise Your Name” (arr. J. Ferguson). 

Some of our hymns:  

“You Are Mine” (STF 218); “The Church’s One Foundation” (PH 442); “Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song”      

(PH 314); “Holy! Holy! Holy!” (PH 138); “Lift Every Voice and Sing” (PH 563). 

The music staff at First Presbyterian prays that your worship experience is filled with hopefulness by the anthems, hymns 

and special music that you hear this month.   

       Megan Higle 

PS – the choir’s final Sunday for this season will be the first Sunday of June. We will then be looking for volunteers to 

share their musical gifts with us during the summer months. Look for a sign-up sheet in the choir room, or tell Megan 

you’re interested! 

 

 
 

             

LINK News 

Northwest LINK 48912+1 will meet for brunch May 21 at 9:30 a.m.  Our host, James Pyle, 1900 Wood Street, Lansing.  

Join us for chuckles and chow. 

North Delta/NW Lansing LINK will be gathering on Saturday, May 21 at 4:30 p.m. to go miniature golfing at Funtyme in 

Grand Ledge.  RSVP to Jackie Blankenship at growgreenflowers@yahoo.com or 327-9093. 

HOME Link will meet for breakfast on at Saturday, May 21 Delhi Cafe at 9:00 a.m. 

DeWitt LINK will meet for breakfast at 9:00 a.m. at the Wheel Inn in St. Johns on Saturday, May 21. Come if you 

can. We have a great time. 

South Delta LINK will be meeting on Saturday, May 21 at 9:30 a.m. at Dimitri's.   

Join Eastside LINK for a trip to Meijer Gardens on Saturday, May 21 — enjoy flowers, tram ride, lunch, gift shop, 

children’s garden and, as always, good company. We’ll meet at the church at 10:00 a.m. and share rides to the 

Gardens.  Back by 3:00 or 3:30 p.m.  RSVP to Kathe Smith (332-0029) or Karen Wampler (339-2533) so we can plan 

better (space in cafe, on tram, etc.).  Contact us if you want more details. If you are not part of Eastside LINK but are 

interested in this trip, please call Karen Wampler or Kathe Smith. 
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It's spring and time to sign up for the First Presbyterian Lugnut outing. The game is Friday, June 3 and 

once again it will be a great day for baseball.  Sorry about last year's weather, but I was not there. This year 

will be different. Sign up at church or send email to Richard Blankenship (gogreen3426@yahoo.com). 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday  Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
10:00 am 

   Morning Worship 

   Communion 

   Deacon Offering    

10:10 am 

   Children and Worship 

 11:00 am 

    Education for 4yr – 12th grade  

   Fellowship Hour  

11:20  

   Adult Education 

 

10:00 am 

Staff Meeting 

 

6:00 pm  

  Bells of First Concert 

       Independence Village 

 

11:00  am 

  B&G Committee 

 

 

5:30 pm 

  Adult Ed  

7:00 pm 

   Book Group 

  

10:30 am 

    Wednesday Bible Study          

Noon 

  Beyond Boomers 

4:00 pm 

   Lans Children Choir 

6;00 pm 

   Bells of  First Concert   

       Delta Retirement 

6:00 pm 

  Mid-Michigan Photo Club 

6:30  

  Mission                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm 

  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
10:00 am 

   Morning Worship 

10:10 am 

   Children and Worship 

 11:00 am 

    Education for 4yr – 12th grade  

   Fellowship Hour  

11:20  

   Adult Education 

10:00 am 

Staff Meeting 

3:30 

  Personnel Committee 

 

 

 

 

5:30 pm 

  Membership  Committee 

  

   

10:30 am 

  Wednesday Bible Study          

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm 

   Deacons  Meeting 

 

 

 

1:00 pm 

  TLC     

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm 

  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

 

 

12:00 pm 

   Guys’ Lunch Out 

 

 

  

2:00 pm 

  Celebration of Women 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
PENTECOST OFFERING 

10:00 am          

   Morning Worship / 

   3rd Grade Bibles  

10:10 am 

   Children and Worship 

11:00 am 

    Education for 4yr – 12th grade  

   Fellowship Hour  

11:15 am 

  MIF 

11:20  

   Adult Education 

10:00 am 

  Staff Meeting 

5:30 pm 

   Finance Committee   

  MMPC Officers Mtg  

6:00 pm 

  Nominating Committee 

 

 

 

 

5:30 pm 

  Worship Committee 

10:30 am 

  Wednesday Bible Study   

4   

7:00 pm 

   Session Meeting 

 

 

 

7:00 pm 

  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

 

  

      

9:00 am 

  HOME LINK 

  DeWitt LINK 

9:30 am 

   South Delta LINK 

    Northwest LINK 

         488912+1 

10:00 am 

   Eastside LINK 

4:30  pm 

   North Delta/NW 

Lansing  LINK 

22 23 24 25 26 27
 

28
 

TRINITY SUNDAY  

10:00 am 

   Morning Worship  

   Recognition of Graduates 

10:10 am 

   Children and Worship 

11:00 am 

    Education for 4yr – 12th grade  

   Fellowship Hour  

   Book Sale (for members)   

11:20  

   Adult Education 

 

 

9:00 am 

  Book Sale  

10:00 am 

  Staff Meeting 

 

 

 

9:00 am 

  Salad Lunch Preparation 

9:00 am 

  Book Sale  

 

9:00 am 

  Book Sale  

10:30 am 

  Wednesday Bible Study   

11:00 am 

  Salad Luncheon 

12:00 pm 

  CROP Meeting  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm 

  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

  

29
 

30
 31 

 
   

2-CENTS-A-MEAL OFFERING 

10:00 am 

   Morning Worship  

10:10 am 

   Children and Worship 

11:00 am 

   Fellowship Hour  

MEMORIAL DAY 

 

 

 

     C HURCH OFFICE 

         CLOSED 

 

10:00 am 

  Staff Meeting 

 

 
   

May  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Celebration Club of First Presbyterian Church  
The Birthday and Anniversary Club is a way of expressing any special event or time in your life that you would like to 

remember by making a contribution to the Celebration Club. The donation you give will be used to help build up our 

Endowment Fund at First Presbyterian Church of Lansing. Use the envelopes available in the pews and in the Chapel 

entrance area to give a gift that keeps on giving.  

 
Cemetery Plots for Sale  

In 1992 George Wakulsky donated 4 cemetery plots in Chapel Hill Cemetery at 4444 W. Grand River Ave to our church. We 

would like to sell them. They are valued at $1930 each −  make an offer! Contact Tracy who will take the offer to the Building 

and Grounds Committee.  

 

                          Spring 2016 Church Book Sale 

The 2016 Church Book Sale will be held from Sunday, May 22, through Wednesday, May 25, the 

day of the Salad Luncheon. On Sunday, the book sale will be open only to Church members, from 11:00 a.m. 

to 1:00 p.m.  The sale opens to the public on Monday at 9:00 a.m. Hardbacks $2.00; paperbacks $0.50; 

CD's $1.50.  Contributions of gently used books are being accepted NOW in the Church Library. 

        Your Library Committee 

May 1 10:00 am Communion 

Deacons’ Offering 

May 3 7:00 pm Book Group 

May 4 Noon Beyond Boomers Lunch 

May 12 1:00 pm TLC 

May 13 Noon  Guys’ Lunch Out 

May 14 2:00 pm Celebration of Women 

May 15 10:00 am Pentecost Sunday and Offering 

May 15 10:00 am 3
rd

 Grade Bible Presentation 

May 22 10:00 am Recognition of Graduates 

May 22 11:00 am Church Book Sale Begins 

May 25 11:00 pm Salad Luncheon 

May 29 10:00 am 2 Cents-A-Meal Offering 

May 30 Memorial Day:   CHURCH OFFICE 

                             CLOSED  

May 1 

May 1 

May 4 

May 5 

May 7 

May 8 

May 9 

May 10 

May 10 

May 10 

May 10  

Nan Carter 

Geoffrey Blair 

Shirley Cummings 

Wendi Middleton 

Matthew Anderson 

Rachelle Mackoul 

Avery Bockes 

Joahne Fellows 

Boots LaPerriere 

Mark Banghart  

Jeannette Adams 

  

May 10 

May 12 

May 12 

May 12 

May 13 

May 16 

May 17 

May 17 

May 17 

May 18 

May 18 

May 18 

Alyssa Estes 

Jan O’Connor 

Jim LeTourneau 

Todd Hendy 

Ryan Fawaz 

Alex Mackoul 

Victoria Fitton 

Jessica Moore 

Aduk Mabil 

Carol Wallace 

Scott Ross 

George Snyder 

May 19 

May 22 

May 22 

May 22 

May 23 

May 24 

May 27 

May 28 

May 28 

May 28 

May 31 

Cindy McElroy  

Bill Dietrich 

Rebecca Anderson 

Ethan Hodgman  

Laura Wilkinson 

Don Hines 

Joy Achuonjei 

Bob Helmic 

Griffin Keller 

Chrisann Lowe 

Joan Heil  

     2016  Donors Total Contributions 

The Carole Orth Family 

Jean Dietrich 

Wes Bara 

Bill and Karen Rude   
Total for 2016  -  February 29                      $ 395 

Total for 2007 – February 29, 2016       $28,559  

Remember These Dates  

 



 

 

Deacon Notes 
At a recent meeting of the Board of Deacons, there was a discussion concerning church members volunteering for various 

activities in the church.  Some members felt we should recognize these volunteers, their efforts and accomplishments, and 

let them know how much we appreciate their input and contributions. 

But, wait a moment, let’s think our way through this.  Can we identify all of the volunteers?  Where do we start? 

Every Sunday morning we see (and enjoy) the choirs, the ushers, the greeters, the videographers, and the liturgists.  But, 

do we see the Christian Education teachers and coffee servers who are there every Sunday?  There are people who serve 

on Session, Board of Deacons, and all of the other committees of the Church. And, how do we recognize and show 

appreciation for the folks who do the painting, pulling weeds, and maintaining the church grounds.  And, then there are all 

of the folks who work in the Food Bank and volunteer in the church office. Of course, there are people who prepare, 

serve, and clean up after meals — such as the Easter Breakfast and Salad Luncheon. 

In addition to the members who volunteer their time and talent to the church, there are the members who make financial 

resources available for such things as new tables for Litten Hall, a new roof, organ rehabilitation, and repair of church 

entrances. 

When you think about it, as we have, you realize that many, many people work to further the mission of our Church, and 

they are all volunteers! 

A few years back, there was a saying — “It takes a village…”.  I guess, we could say, “It takes an active, involved, caring 

congregation to have, maintain, and grow an active, committed Church such as ours.” 

If you want to be more involved, make a bigger commitment or contribution, look around.  There are ample opportunities.  

      Jerry Keller 

 

Member Care Committee 

The Member Care Committee is pleased to announce the continuation of our Prayer Pager Ministry. The Board of 

Deacons voted at the April meeting to purchase two new pagers for this purpose. They should be arriving soon. Please 

contact Tracy Weldon if you wish to use a Prayer Pager. 

 Meg Rumfield, Chair, Member Care Committee 

 

First Presbyterian Memorial Garden 

The Memorial Garden has a fresh look. New plants been added and others moved to new 

locations within the garden area. Trimming, shaping and spreading fresh mulch has taken 

place as well. This work is an ongoing fulfillment of the commitment by the Memorial 

Garden Committee to disburse funds gained from the sale of memorial pavers and 

interment of cremains to maintain the garden as blessed centerpiece on the church 

grounds. 

The committee urges you to use the garden as a quiet space place to meditate and pray or just to rest and appreciate the 

landscaping and architecture of the church structure. Many pavers and names on the wall plaque whose cremains are part 

of the garden also serve to remind us of the service of the saints in our congregation life. 

Arrangements for a memorial paver or interment of cremains are available in the church office. There is also a brochure 

regarding the memorial garden located on the informational materials table in the Molly Grove Chapel entrance.  

A thought for someone or more than one is that many congregants have passed from this life to the church triumphant 

before the opportunity to commemorate them in the garden was available. It is not too late to arrange for a memorial paver 

for these saints. The cost is nominal − and it can be even more practical if more than one shared the cost of the 

remembrance. 

 

Building Stewardship 

You may have noticed the little signs next to the light switches throughout the church. “Please turn off the lights” They 

are a part of the larger stewardship of our building. If you dirty something, put it back clean. If you use something up, 

replace it. If you move something, move it back. It takes everyone helping to keep our church the way we like it. 

Remember: Your mother doesn’t work here. Please pick up after yourself.  

     The Building and Grounds Committee 
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SMALL GROUPS 

Book Group 

If you enjoy discussing a good book with friends, we invite you to join us the first Tuesday of each month in the church 

parlor.  Snow forced us to cancel our meeting in March, so our reading list has been revised as follows: 

 

Tuesday   June 7   7:00 p.m. 
  
 To Love and To Cherish  by Barbara Edema 

 If you have ever been in a small town church, you'll love this book. If you haven't, come and meet the 

people of Loving the Lord Community Church, and their young female pastor, Maggie.  Twenty-six and 

single, Maggie has just graduated from seminary and received a call to pastor a church in the town of 

Cherish, Michigan.  Idealistic and enthusiastic, Maggie jumps in with both feet … and learns that being 

a part of a community can be simultaneously suffocating and life-giving. 

Discussion led by the author, Barbara Edema. 
 

Tuesday   July 5   7:00 p.m. 
The Girl on the Train  by Paula Hawkins 
Rachel takes the same commuter train every morning.  Every day she rattles down the track, flashes past 

a stretch of cozy suburban homes, and stops at the signal that allows her to daily watch the same couple 

breakfasting on their deck.  She’s even started to feel like she knows them. “Jess and Jason,” she calls 

them. Their life—as she sees it—is perfect.  Not unlike the life she recently lost.  And then she sees 

something shocking.  It’s only a minute until the train moves on, but it’s enough …  

Discussion led by Jackie Blankenship. 

 
 

 

TLC 
Thursday    May 12    1:00 p.m. 

TLC will meet on Thursday, May 12 at Dusty’s Cellar (1839 Grand River Avenue, Okemos). Call Barbara Kaye        

(321-4262) for reservations and/or information. TLC (Tender Loving Care) is a group of single women friends who meet 

on the second Thursday of the month for lunch at various local restaurants. We enjoy our social get-together for 

companionship and the opportunity to share stories and events in our lives. 

 

Beyond Boomers Luncheon 
Wednesday     May 4    12:00 Noon 

The Beyond Boomers Luncheon is Wednesday, May 4 at 12:00 p.m. in the church parlor. It's light (the meal) and 

lively (the conversation). Why pass up a free meal (you don't even have to tip the servers!) in a lovely setting with good 

friends? See you there. 

 
 

Guys’  Lunch Out 

The men of First Pres are invited to the inaugural “Guys’ Lunch Out” on Friday, May 13 at 12 noon at Spud’s 

Family Restaurant at 611 South Waverly Road just north of St Joe Highway.  Join us for good home cooking and great 

company. 

We expect Guys’ Lunch Out will be a monthly event at an area restaurant!  

Reservations are necessary to insure we have adequate seating.  Make your reservation on or before 
Wednesday, May 11 with Brian Koon, 886-9801[e-mail:  b.koon@comcast.net], or Jerry Keller, 627-8167                  

[e-mail:  ljkelr@comcast.net].  Make your reservations, put this on your schedule, and join us for lunch. 
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 Spring Salad Luncheon 

Wednesday     May 25    11:00 a.m.                      

The Spring Salad Luncheon will be held on Wednesday, May 25.  You don’t was to miss the opportunity 

to participate in this all-church project and fund raiser!  Workers are needed for Tuesday, May 24 in the 

morning as well as on Wednesday. Donations of salads and cookies are also needed. You can even help just by inviting 

your friends and coming to enjoy a delicious lunch.  

 

 

 
  

 
 

      

  

 

 

 

 

 

 May 1 May 8 May 15 May 22 May 29 

Liturgists  Josephine Powers Bill Collins Sam Smith Cragen Davies Kim Moore 

Videographers Charlie Phillips Sam Smith Rich Blankenship Bryse Friess Russ Jenks 

Greeters Chapel Aaron and 

Elizabeth Bales 

The Blairs 

 

Bassam and Sabah 

Makhoul 

Rich and Jackie 

Blankenship 

Michael and Marie 

Mackoul 

 Chestnut William and 

Mitsuko Marx 

George 

Bennett 

Harry and Ruth Brunet Kim and Jessica 

Moore 

Marilyn Mather 

Worship Schedule 
orship Schedule 

Recent Hospitalizations    

Nancy Anderson 

Marilyn Mather 

Paul LaPerriere  

Gary Bailey 

Pat Anderson 
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Our Church Family  

 

.  

  In Appreciation   
    I want to thank the members of First Church for their concern for 

my recent full knee surgery. The operation was a success, and I 

am now back to my everyday routine again.  Thank you for all 

your prayers.   

             Paul LaPerriere 

Baptism  
   Nick Ward was baptized on April 24, 2016. 

 

 

 

 
You Are Invited 

Help us celebrate on Sunday, June 5 from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m.   Austin Barcy is graduating 

from high school, and we would like our church family to share in this big event. 

Austin has been fortunate to have been in this church since her days in Mary Poppins Nursery 

School. You have all helped her along the way and are a big part of her life. We would like to say 

thanks. So please come and enjoy the afternoon with us.  Our address is 3615 Ridgefield Rd., 

Lansing.    

     Ron and Jan O'Connor  

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bells of First Concerts 

The Bells of First will be ending their season with concerts at two nursing homes: 

     Monday, May 2, 6:00 p.m. at Independence Village, 4775 Village Drive, Grand Ledge, and 

    Wednesday, May 4, 6:00 p.m. at Delta Retirement Center, 201 Mall Drive S. 

You are invited to attend! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTENTION: Next First Epistle Deadline 

The next First Epistle will be a combined June/July issue. The deadline will be May 15. Committees, groups, 

and/or individuals submitting articles to the newsletter need to quickly begin thinking ahead in order to meet this deadline.   
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A 

Celebration of Women 

All women of the church and their female friends and family (all ages are welcome) are invited to join us for a 

CELEBRATION OF WOMEN on Saturday, May 14 from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Dessert and 

beverage will be served. This will be a great opportunity to get to know each other better.  Please plan to join us for a 

joyous event! 

 


