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November is the time for Thanksgiving and 

also for planning our budget to fund our 

church programs and activities in 2017.  

Much progress has been made this year in reaching out to do the Lord’s work in the neighborhood and 

community, repair and improve our building, further strengthen our worship and music offerings and 

continue our member fellowship and care activities.  Building the Kingdom of God is the theme for this 

year’s stewardship campaign as we move forward.  

Session committees are developing their budgets for 2017 and holding the line for prudent management 

of our church’s finances.  In 2016 we have made great strides in reducing our deficit and keeping within 

our budget.  Revenues have held up this year and a new source of income has been added with the 

partnership with Northwest Initiative, which has brought increased vitality to the church.  But your 

pledged offerings are the greatest source of income for the church and that is why it is so important that 

we once again ask for your support. 

By November 12, you should have received in the mail a pledge card, cover letter and a return envelope.  

You will find more information on completing the card, methods of fulfilling your pledge and key dates 

for returning the pledge.  We encourage you to return the card even if circumstances do not allow you to 

pledge this year because the Finance Committee needs to make a realistic forecast of revenue in 2017 

and does not want to overestimate it.   Because of deaths and relocation of members, the committee 

estimates a loss of $22,000 of pledges for 2017.  We pray that new members will make a pledge and 

other members who have the ability will increase their pledge.   

Commitment Sunday will be November 20 when we will bring up the pledge cards during our 
worship service.  The cards can be returned to the office in person or by mail if you are unable to attend 
the worship service on the 20th.  Leading up to Commitment Sunday, there will speakers during the 
Minute for Mission describing their support for the church.  On Sunday, November 13, Pastor Stan and 
the members of the Finance Committee will provide a presentation on our budget and revenues in a 
relaxed setting during the Adult Education hour so you can ask questions and learn more about how the 
church manages its finances, to spend them on the Lord’s work. 
 
As we provide food for needy people in our community, educate  
refugees, teach our children, care for our members and reach outward  
with our mission work, we need to thank God for all of you and  
your work in supporting this church.  Indeed, we are Building the  
Kingdom of God in our church, neighborhood, community and around the world.  
 
 

The First Epistle 
      Worship, Serve, Grow  

2017 STEWARDSHIP 
BUILDING THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
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In the 8th chapter of his letter to the Romans, the Apostle Paul makes two startling 

claims about creation and the role of the Church.  “For the creation,” the Apostle says, 

“waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God….(vs. 19)”  All that 

is, the sky and land, mountains and trees, oceans and streams, hungers for a glimpse 

of one who walks in the grace of God.    

    This is quite a claim given the tiny nature of the Church at the time and its manifest 

weakness.  One would be forgiven for wondering if the Apostle were being a bit grandiose.  At the 

very least, the apocalyptic world view exhibited here is, perhaps, difficult to grasp, now at the 

beginning of the twenty-first century. 

    One helpful way to approach this claim is to liken it to Gandhi’s famous admonition to “become 

the change you wish to see.”  To be revealed as a child of God is to take up one’s role in the world 

and in creation, to step out on faith and strive, through the power of the Holy Spirit, to become who 

God created us to be. 

    The point to be made is that the Church, made up of its individual members, is called to play an 

important role in God’s plan for creation.  To be a Christian is to live, as Rick Warren says, “a 

purpose-driven life”—and the purpose of this driven life lies beyond ourselves.  As individuals we 

find our fulfillment in living for others, in taking responsibility for our neighbors and our 

neighborhoods, our country and our world—the whole of creation. 

    The second startling claim is found in verse 22:  “We know that the whole of creation has been 

groaning in labor pains until now…..”  Not only is the whole of creation waiting eagerly for people to 

bear witness to God’s mercy and the power of the Gospel—to stand up and be the change they wish 

to see—but the whole of creation is pregnant, heavy with child; all of the changes and suffering of 

the world are but the birth pangs, the contractions of a new creation about to be born—and you and 

I, as disciples of Jesus Christ, are called to be the midwives, assisting at the birth.    

    The work to which we have been called is vital and creative; it is critical and joyful.  It calls for 

hope and faith, charity and laughter. 

    This is all to say that God has chosen to work in and through us.  He has called us to be his 

instruments—agents of his goodwill—ambassadors of peace and co-creators of a new heaven and a 

new earth.  We are not called to entertain ourselves, maintain the status quo or reinforce the 

hierarchies of this world.   This is a good work—a daring work, a work of over-flowing generosity—

that requires the whole of our hearts, our minds and our spirits—and it requires our time and our 

money. 

    This month we are kicking off our stewardship campaign.  You will be asked to give and to give 

generously.  The work we are called to is important and it requires resources.  Fortunately, we have 

been greatly blessed—and it is out of these very blessings that God calls us to give back.  But make 

no mistake, we are being asked to give, both of our time and of our treasure. 

    God has called each one of us to participate in the building of the Kingdom of God; this is not 

something that you can let someone else do on your behalf.  Each one of us has our part to play.  Not 

all of us can give great deals of time or money, but each one of us can give time and money.   

    Let us each spend some time in prayer this year and seek God’s counsel for how much we might 

pledge toward the building of the Kingdom of God.  The whole of creation is waiting eagerly for us 

to be who God called us to be.   

In Christ, 

Stan 
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SILVER BELLS IN THE CITY  
A SIMPLE SUPPER for our church and neighborhood before the Silver Bells in the City parade will be 
prepared here at our church on Friday, Nov. 18 at 5:00 p.m. by UKirk (Presbyterian Campus Ministry at 
MSU) and our First Presbyterian Youth. A Free-Will donation will be accepted.  Then… 
 
Join us in some caroling at Lansing City Market.  First Presbyterian Church has been invited (again!) to 
sing carols and spread some holiday cheer at Lansing City Market from 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.  Please see 
Megan Higle, Minister of Music, for more details. 
 
THANKSGIVING AND CHRISTMAS FOOD BASKETS 2016 
It is that time of year again when the Deacons begin compiling a list of people who need help with 

food during the holidays.  This year we will supply 125 baskets to area families at both 

Thanksgiving and Christmas.  This is a 25% increase over the past few years and therefore we will 

need your financial support.  A donation of $45 to the Deacons, noting it is for a “holiday basket,” 

will cover the cost of one food basket.   A donation of $90 will cover the cost of a basket for both 

Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Envelopes are available for your donation on the table in Litten Hall 

and on the Turkey Board in the Chapel entrance. Thanks for your help for this important ministry to 

the less fortunate. 

Basket packing will be on Sunday, November 20 after worship. 

Distribution of the baskets to our clients will be on Monday, 

November 21.  Help is needed with packing, paperwork and muscle 

power to get the boxes to the clients’ cars.  We start at 11:00 am and end 

about 4:00 pm, with a light lunch served to workers.  If you can help, even 

for an hour, please let Ron O’Connor or Mary Lou Gebhardt know when 

you are available.  It is truly wonderful to see the look on faces as they see 

the bounty you have provided by your donations. 

 
DECORATING THE CHURCH 
After worship on Sunday, November 20, we will participate in packing the Thanksgiving baskets.  

We also will be decorating our church – “Hanging of the Greens” – for Advent and Christmas and 

preparing to welcome Christ into our church home and our hearts! Christmas items are now stored 

in the closet off the Adult Forum Room, so please go there to get your assignments and materials 

needed.  A light lunch will be served to all who help decorate.  Please plan to stay and help and be a 

part of these fun festivities.  

WAYS TO CELEBRATE THE SEASON OF ADVENT! 

Advent Workshop Celebration 
The first day of Advent is Sunday, November 27, and we will celebrate by 
enjoying some advent fun together!  Right after worship, head downstairs to 
Litten  
Hall and enjoy a simple lunch.  After that, you can:  pick up your own Advent  
yule log (a way of counting the Sundays of Advent), make an Advent chain, 
decorate Jesse tree symbols for a First Pres Jesse tree (or start your own at 
home!), or decorate cookies here with your church family!  Save the date and  
start the season of Advent here with your First Church family! 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS  
Class days – Nov. 6 and 13    (4 yrs. old – 12th grade) 
 
November 20 is Holiday Basket-Packing and Church Decorating Day!   

Children and Youth will meet as a group in the Youth classroom on the lower level right 

after worship to put the finishing touches on the special Lessons and Carols worship 

service they will be leading the following week, November 27, the first Sunday of Advent.   

Afterwards, all will be available to help with basket-packing and church decorating!    

 
CHILDREN AND WORSHIP 
Children and Worship is a time for children to encounter God, to be still with God and to listen to 

God, in ways that fit their individual developmental stages. This month, children ages 4 years old – 

3rd grade will hear these stories: The Art and a Tent for God; The Promised Land; The Temple – a 

House for God, and How the Church Tells Time. On Nov. 27, our children and youth will be leading 

us all in worship, so the Children and Worship program will not meet. 

 

PARENTS PARALLEL meets in the parlor every Sunday there is Sunday School.  Parents’ Parallel 
is for any parents who would like to meet with other parents in open discussion about what the 
children are learning in church school, or any topics concerning parenting.  All are welcome to drop 
by Sunday mornings after worship in the parlor.  The younger children will be brought to meet you 
there at noon – have your older kids do the same!  Come give it a try – all are welcome! 

 

* * * * * 

ADULT FORUM  
TOPICS COMING UP THIS MONTH 
 
Nov. 6 – Pastor Stan will lead a discussion on “How Should Christians Vote?”  He says, “We’ll 
explore the relationship between politics and religion.  (Don’t worry; no one is going to tell anyone 
how to vote!)” 
 
Nov. 13 – A Discussion with the Finance Committee   Do you have any questions about the 
finances of the church?  This is your opportunity to meet with members of the Finance Committee 
and have your questions answered. 
 
Nov. 20 – No Adult Forum due to Holiday baskets assembly and Hanging of the Greens 
 
Nov. 27 – First Sunday of Advent – details to follow 
 
~~~ All are welcome to join us after worship in the Adult Ed Room (downstairs) 11:20-12:30 ~~~  

(Childcare is available through this time.) 
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   CONGREGATIONAL LIFE/ COMMUNITY OUTREACH                                                                      

We are enjoying having our visitor, Pastor Salam Hanna, with us from Syria.  He is getting a chance 

to see firsthand how busy life in the United States can be!  We will say “Goodbye” to him on 

November 4.  Hopefully, you all had a chance to hear about his ministry and his country during his 

time with us.  We will try to stay in contact with him after he returns home.  We can all pray for 

Syria and for Salam’s safe travel. 

Our youth will be participating in the annual Urban Plunge, a weekend of service, fellowship and 

worship.  This year the event is being held in Paw Paw, Friday – Sunday, November 11-13.  The 

following weekend, we will host a simple supper before the Silver Bells Parade on Friday, 

November 18.  UKirk (MSU campus ministry) and their leader, Neil Myer, will be preparing and 

serving the food, assisted by any available youth from our congregation.  There will be a Free Will 

donation accepted.  Dinner will begin serving at 5:00 p.m. 

NorthWest Initiative has started some small groups that anyone is welcome to attend.  On 

Mondays from 4:00 – 6:00 p.m., a group called Girls’ Power will meet.  Any 12-18 year old girl is 

welcome, and adult females are welcome to consider leading a class. The discussion topics will 

include image and self-esteem, health and nutrition, healthy relationships, and more.  There are also 

groups starting for knitting and sewing on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.  Cooking classes will 

continue on the last Monday of the month, but will be scheduled around the holiday calendar for 

November and December. Volunteers are also needed to help pack the Weekend Survival Food Kits 

for elementary children and their families.  This is twice a month, on Wednesdays, and the times 

vary to try to accommodate more people’s schedules.  Please check with Sallie Campbell in the 

church office (482-0668) for more information on these activities. 

The Global Institute of Lansing (GIL) invites you to our "Fund the Future" fundraiser on 

Saturday, November 5, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  The event is being held at AA Creative 

Corridor (1133 S. Washington Ave., Lansing).  Tickets are $25 and can be purchased at the door or 

on-line at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fund-the-future-tickets-27605423565.  There will be a 

silent auction, live music/performances, and various ethnic foods.  All funds raised at this event will 

go toward student tuition, as well as scholarship money to help our graduates purchase items for 

post-secondary education/training (laptops, graphing calculators, steel toed boots for vocational 

programs, etc.)  We hope you can join us for this exciting event and help support a great cause.  For 

more information, please contact Paula Frantz at 517-488-

5342 or pfrantz19@gmail.com 

 

Fair Trade chocolate bars, tea, coffee, hot chocolate and 

olive oil make great Christmas gifts for family and friends while also helping small farmers all 

over the world.  Stop by the Fair Trade table on Sundays to sample dark chocolate!   

NOVEMBER ART SHOW    

This fall’s art show will not be held as scheduled. Stay tuned for another date – possibly in the spring. 

 Chocolatoffee 
for Gifts 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fund-the-future-tickets-27605423565
tel:517-488-5342
tel:517-488-5342
mailto:pfrantz19@gmail.com
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Book Group 
If you enjoy discussing a good book with friends, we invite you to join us the first Tuesday of each 
month in the church parlor.  
 

Tuesday,   November 1   7:00 p.m. 

The Promise  by Chaim Potok 
 
Reuven Malter lives in Brooklyn, he’s in love, and he’s studying to be a rabbi. He also 
keeps challenging the strict interpretations of his teachers, and if he keeps it up, his 
dream of becoming a rabbi may die.  One day, worried about a disturbed, unhappy 
boy named Michael, Reuven takes him sailing and cloud-watching.  Reuven learns 
what it is to take on life–whether sacred truths or a troubled child.  In a passionate, 
energetic narrative, The Promise brilliantly dramatizes what it is to master and use 
knowledge to make one’s own way in the world.  Discussion led by Del Rector. 
 

 

Tuesday,   December 6   7:00 p.m. 

The Christmas Train  by David Baldacci. 
Disillusioned journalist Tom Langdon must get from Washington to Los Angeles in time 
for Christmas.  Forced to travel by train, he begins a journey of rude awakenings, 
thrilling adventures, and holiday magic.  He has no idea that the locomotives pulling him 
across America will actually take him into the rugged terrain of his own heart, as he 
rediscovers people’s essential goodness and someone very special he believed he had 
lost.  Filled with memorable characters who have packed their bags with as much 
wisdom as mischief, the tale shows how we do get second chances to fulfill our deepest 
hopes and dreams, especially during the season of miracles. 
 
 

Tuesday,   January 3   7:00 p.m. 

Let It Snow: Three Holiday Romances by John Green, Maureen Johnson, & Lauren 
Myracle. 
A Christmas Eve snowstorm transforms one small town into a romantic haven, the 
kind you see only in movies.  After all, a cold and wet hike from a stranded train 
through the middle of nowhere would not normally end with a delicious kiss from a 
charming stranger.  And no one would think that a trip to the Waffle House through 
four feet of snow would lead to love with an old friend.  Or that the way back to true 
love begins with a painfully early morning shift at Starbucks. Thanks to three of 
today’s bestselling authors—John Green, Maureen Johnson, and Lauren Myracle—
the magic of the holidays shines on these hilarious and charming interconnected 
tales of love, romance, and breathtaking kisses.  

 

TLC  
Thursday, November 10, at 1:00 p.m. 
TLC will meet on Thursday, November 10 at 1:00 p.m. at the Spartan Hall of Fame Cafe (1601 W. Lake 
Lansing Rd.).  Call Barbara Kaye (321-4262) for reservations and/or information.  TLC is a group of single 
women friends from the church who meet on the second Thursday of each month for lunch at various local 
restaurants.  Please join us for this time of fellowship. 
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LINK NEWS 

 

The Eastside LINK group will meet on Saturday, November 

19. Since this is a football Saturday and a home game, we will 

meet at Blondie's Barn in Haslett at 9:30 a.m. in an attempt to 

avoid the East Lansing crowds. We will try to use the side room 

again but we need at least 10 people to secure that space. Please 

R.S.V.P to Kathe or Karen as soon as you know you can attend. 

After that great LINK meeting in October, we hope to see some 

new faces join us "at the table.” 

 

South Delta Link breakfast is Saturday, 

November 19 @ Dimitris at 9:00 a.m.   

 

The newly formed DeWitt, Northeast Lansing 

Group is heading into the Holiday Season with 

a bang.  We're having a movie night at Cheryl 

and Salim Makhoul's house on Saturday, 

November 19, seeing "Detroit Unleaded.” Some 

of us haven't seen it yet and those who have 

are willing to see it again. In addition, on 

Sunday, December 18, we're going to have a 

progressive dinner.  It's a potluck affair and 

we'll be visiting three homes:  Eenigenburgs’, 

LeTourneaus’, and Davies'. 

 
 

HOME Link will meet Saturday, November 19 
@ Delhi Café for breakfast @ 9:00 a.m.  It’s 
time to plan our holiday party, so we need 
y’all there! 
 

Grand Ledge/West Delta and South Delta Link 

Groups will again join forces for a Christmas 

gathering Friday, December 2, from 6:00–9:00 p.m.  The party will be held at the Hampton Inn, 

Canal Road.  More information will be forthcoming to our groups.   

 

The North Lansing North Delta LINK group will be having a Christmas party – including 
a white elephant gift exchange – at the home of Ron and Jan O'Connor on Friday, Dec. 9 
at 6:30 p.m.   
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 MUSIC NOTES  

   
Surely it is God who saves me; I will trust in him and not be afraid. For the Lord is my stronghold and 
my sure defense, and he will be my Savior.   Isaiah 12:2 
 
What does it mean to be at the end of the church year? How do we “gear up” for Christ the King 
Sunday (November 20) knowing that the hustle and bustle of December is right around the corner? 
It is so tempting to look further ahead – to December – than to be present in the moment that we 
are actually in. “Be still and know that I am God” seems to come to mind. As my conducting mentor 
would tell me, be with the singers that need you the most for the moment that they actually need 
you – whether it’s for an entrance, a cut off or to help navigate a tricky section – being aware of 
what is needed for the actual moment of time and actually being there.  
 
One of the choral anthems for November 13 is “The First Song of Isaiah” by Jack Noble White. The 
text comes from Isaiah 12:2-6 – which is a song of thanksgiving, where God’s people respond to 
God’s promised deliverance with praise and thanks. The choir and congregation will sing the refrain 
throughout the piece, as a reminder that God chooses to be with us, that God is our strength and 
shield, that God will deliver us. 
 
At the end of November, the 27th to be exact, the children and youth of First Presbyterian will be 
leading our first Sunday of Advent service with lessons and carols. Our hope is that, with the help of 
our youngest members, we can begin our Advent preparations as the season turns from Christ the 
King to Christ the babe. 
 
Some of the hymns during the month of November include:  “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” (PH 
379); “Lord, Speak To Me That I May Speak” (PH 426); “Crown Him with Many Crowns” (PH 151). 
 
Some of the choir anthems scheduled for the month of November include:  “O Rest in the Lord” from 
Elijah by Felix Mendelssohn; “The First Song of Isaiah” by Jack Noble White; “Crown Him King of 
Kings” by J.S. Bach and “Christus Paradox” by Alfred V. Fedak. 
 
On behalf of all the musicians, staff and volunteer, at First Presbyterian, we hope that your worship 
is filled hopefulness; that you are able to take time to be with the people around you; that you are 
able to trust and know that God is with you always. 

Blessings,  
Megan Higle    
 
 
 

IRELAND!   IRELAND!    IRELAND! 
Anyone who is interested in learning more about our planned trip to Ireland (June 12 - 20, 2017) is 
invited to attend an informational meeting on Wednesday, November 2 at 7:00 p.m. in Molly Grove 
Chapel.  Come hear about the wonderful places we’ll visit and where we’ll get to sing (for those of you 
participating in the choir).  Bring a friend!  Refreshments will be served. 
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One Church One Family 

 
     To update you all on our family, Vanivia's car broke down mid-summer. It is a total loss. She 
had purchased it through one of the local used car dealerships and thought she would get more 
mileage out of it than she did. She attempted to purchase another used car but after putting 
some money into it to keep it running, it also became a total loss. Since she is working two jobs 
now, she has had to take buses to get to work. This is hard because all four children are in 
school now and come home at different times. The Mission Committee has helped with bus 
passes but Vanivia needs a reliable car. She is saving what little money she can towards 
another vehicle but it is a slow process. We need help to get her a better car. The Mission 
Committee will take donations of any size to put toward a used car. 
     If you or someone you know has a car to sell or donate, please consider selling it to Vanivia. 
For more information or to donate, please call Kathe Smith. She has been working with this 
family since the beginning of the One Church One Family program. If you would like to know 
what the family looks like, there is a photo of them on the mantle in the library. They were able 
to get the picture taken last Christmas through a donation from a church member using a "wish" 
from our Giving Tree. Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 November 6 November 13 November 20 November 27  

Liturgists Bill Collins Joseph Ross Sherri DeMarco Bob Hughes  

Videographers Charlie Phillips Sam Smith Rich Blankenship Bryse Friess  

Greeters:      

    Chapel Harry & Ruth 
Brunet 

Kim Moore Marie and Michael 

Mackoul 

Bill & Mitsuko Marx  

    Chestnut St. Marilyn Mather Gary & Buni 

Bailey 

Will Bales & 

Family 

Gwen & Greg Botting  

Beyond Boomers will meet in the church parlor on Wednesday, November 2 at noon. Won't 

you join us for lunch? Don't be put off by the name. You are welcome to join this group "just 

because.”  The food is always good (so I hear) and the atmosphere is warm and inviting. 

Meet friends old and new. Get connected. Share a story or two. See you on the 

first Wednesday! 

 

 

Cemetery Plots for Sale 
In 1992 George Walusky donated 4 cemetery plots to our church.  They are located in 
Chapel Hill Cemetery at 4444 W. Grand River Ave.  We would like to sell them.  They 
are valued at $1930 each – make an offer!  Contact Tracy, who will take the offer to the 
Building and Grounds Committee. 
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THE CELEBRATION CLUB OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 
The Birthday and Anniversary Club is a way of expressing any   special event or time in your life that you would 
like to remember, by making a contribution to the Celebration Club.  The donation you give will be used to help 
build up our Endowment Fund.  
 
Donors in 2016:  Carole Orth Family, Jean Dietrich, Wes and Sue Bara, Karen and Bill Rude, Shirley Cummings, 
Bessie Roper, Ed Purchis, Roger and Laura Wilkinson, Jim and Debbie Donaldson. 
 
Total received in 2016:  $1,085.00     Total received 2007 – October 2016:  $29, 248.71 
 

TAX-FREE CHARITABLE IRA ROLLOVER 
 
The Tax-Free IRA Charitable Rollover, included in the "Protecting Americans from Tax Hikes Act of 
2015,” was made permanent.  The rollover allows you to make a tax-free gift of up to $100,000, to 
an approved non-profit organization each year directly from your IRA.  Start your year-end tax 
planning early to take advantage of this opportunity for 2016, since it often takes 10-14 days to 
make the transfer. 
 
Distributions can only be made from traditional IRA or Roth IRA accounts.  Other retirement plans, 
401K's. etc. are not eligible for tax-free treatment. The value of the gift is not counted as part of your 
adjusted gross income, so you do not pay income tax on the amount distributed directly.  However, 
the gift does NOT qualify for a charitable tax deduction. Your IRA charitable rollover gift can satisfy 
all or part of your required minimum distribution. 
 
Please contact your IRA administrator ASAP for instructions on how to direct your distribution 
prior to December 31, 2016, to the First Presbyterian Church of Lansing. 
 
SALAD LUNCHEON FEEDBACK 

Many compliments were received on our October 19 Fall Salad Luncheon.  There was a fine variety 
of salads – something for everyone.  Thanks goes to helpers who came the day before, servers and 
cooks who worked the day of, and the great clean-up crew who stayed after.  It was an awesome 
team!  While it was a successful luncheon, with a profit of $900, those involved will say the 
fellowship and fun of working together was the best part.   

Jean Dietrich, Mary Lou Gebhardt, and Sharon Johnson 
 

 
POINSETTIAS 
 
Christmas is a time for celebrating the birth of Christ and a season for remembering special people 

in our lives, now and in the past.  The Worship Committee again this year invites you to purchase 

memorial poinsettias to be used to decorate the chancel in the sanctuary.  The cost of the 

poinsettias this year is $14.00.  Gifts must be in the church office by Monday, December 19, for 

recognition in the December 25 bulletin.     

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Highlights from the October 19 Session meeting include: 

1) Welcome to the Rev. Salam Hanna, our Mission USA partner from Syria; 
2) Report from Deacon representative Bill Collins on current activities of the Deacons; 
3) Report from Finance Committee that 2017 pledge amounts are expected to be reduced by 
  $22,000 due to several families moving from the Lansing area; 
4) Approval of the nominees for the 2017 Board of Deacons, Session, Audit Committee, and Nominating 

Committee to be presented to the congregation for their approval at the Congregational meeting on  
October 23; 

5) Recommendation from the Communication Committee about a proposed process to improve the church 
website; 

6) Agreed to have additional conversations about the following issues:  how our congregation can continue  
 to grow in making our church a safe place for LGBTQ individuals to worship; church finances and 

possibly creating a five year budget plan; declining attendance. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEWLY ELECTED CHURCH OFFICERS! 

Elected at the Congregational Meeting on October 23, 2016 were: 

Elders:  Steve Campbell, Steve Fitton, Brian Jackson, Jim LeTourneau and Ed Purchis 

Deacons:  Gary and Buni Bailey, Mike Bryan, Debbie Donaldson, Shaun McClurken and Chris Venetis 

Nominating Committee:  Judy Davis 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

Pat Anderson is back “home” to the Eaton County Health and Rehab/ Eaton Gardens.  She is doing well and really 
appreciates the visits she has had from church members. 

 
NOTE FROM THE JENKS FAMILY 
We want to thank our church family for the cards, food, phone calls and visits after my ankle 
surgery in August.  Russ especially appreciated the food so he didn't have to cook!  It's been a 
long haul but the end is in sight. 
  

We feel surrounded by prayers and that was the best thing of all. 
  Sue & Russ Jenks 
 
THANKS TO THE CONGREGATION 
 

Dear Willye Bryan, 

I am Mbue Joseph Kum, secretary of the Mile 50/GHS Wum water project. I write on 

behalf of the project management committee to thank you and your church for the 

financial assistance of $1000 your church sent to us through our brother, Dr. Peter 

Achuonjei. God bless you. 

 

ANNIVERSARY 

Congratulations to Al and Bobbie Banghart on their 40th anniversary November 24. 
 

HOSPITALIZED:  Sue Jenks, Becca Smith, Pat Anderson 
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NOVEMBER 2016      

The Church Office will be closed 

Nov.  24 and 25.                                             

The December First Epistle 

deadline is Nov. 15.   Please submit 

articles to Kathy Banghart, 

kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org 

Tuesday, November 1 

11:00 a.m.  B&G Committee 

12:10 p.m.            Yoga 

5:30 p.m.             Adult Ed Committee  

6:30 p.m.           LanSingOut Rehearsal 

6:30 p.m.              Bagpipers Rehearsal 

7:00 p.m.            Book Group  

Wednesday, November 2 
10:30 a.m.           Lectionary Bible Study 

Noon                    Beyond Boomers luncheon 

4:00 p.m.-7         Lans Children’s Choir Rehearsal 

5:00 p.m.             GIL Board Meeting 

6:00 p.m.              Mid MI Photo Club  

6:00 p.m.             Yoga 

6:30 p.m.               Mission Committee 

Thursday, November 3 
8:30 a.m-3                 NWI Food Drop 

6:00 p.m.                   DNA Meeting  

6:00 p.m.-9               GIL Class 

7:00 p.m.                  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, November 4 
6:00 p.m.                  Yoga 

Saturday, November 5 

Sunday, November 6  All Saints - DST ends 

8:30 a.m.       YEC Meeting    

Monday, November 7 
10:00 a.m.             Staff Meeting  

6:45 p.m.               Bells of First Rehearsal 

Tuesday, November 8 
6:00 a.m.-9p.m.  Election Polling - chapel 

1:00 p.m.-3                NWI cooking class 

12:10 p.m.                 Yoga 

5:30 p.m.                   Worship Committee 

5:30 p.m.                   Membership Committee  

6:30 p.m.                   LanSingOut Rehearsal  

6:30 p.m.                   Bagpipers Rehearsal 

Wednesday, November 9  
10:30 a.m.                 Lectionary Bible Study 

4:00 p.m.-7               Lans Children’s Choir rehearsal 

6:00 p.m.                  Yoga 

Thursday, November 10 
10:00 a.m.-2             NWI Bread Distribution 

1:00 p.m.                  TLC 

4:30 p.m.                  CROP In-gathering 

6:00 p.m.-9              GIL Class 

7:00 p.m.                  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, November 11  Youth Urban Plunge Weekend 

6:00 p.m.                  Yoga 

Saturday, November 12 
11am     Cynthia Johnston mem. service.- Chapel 

Sunday, November 13  
3:00 p.m.                  Lansing Symphony concert 

Monday, November 14 
10:00 a.m.               Staff Meeting – Library 

3:30 p.m.                  Personnel Committee Meeting 

5:30 p.m.                 Finance Committee - Library 

6:45 p.m.                 Bells of First Rehearsal 

Tuesday, November 15 
6:30 p.m.                  LanSingOut Rehearsal 
12:10 p.m.                Yoga 

Wednesday, November 16 

10:30 a.m.              Lectionary Bible St 

4:00 p.m.-7         Lans Children’s Choir rehearsal 

6:00 p.m.                   Yoga 

7:00 p.m.                   Session Meeting 

Thursday, November 17 

8:30 a.m-3                NWI Food Drop- Litten Hall 

6:00 p.m.-9               GIL Class 

7:00 p.m.                 Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

7:00 p.m.-8:30         Presby Camp Greenwood mtg 

Friday, November 18 

Chili light dinner before Silver Bells   

6:00 p.m.            Yoga 

Saturday, November 19 

9:00 a.m.               Holiday Basket Prep 

Sunday, November 20 Stwrdshp Commitment Day 

11:00 a.m.                  Final rehearsal for 4 yrs. thru 

 12th Grade Advent Worship service  

12:30 p.m.                 Holiday Basket Prep and 

                                   Decorate church                 

2:00 p.m.                   Space for Grace Event 

5:00 p.m.-7                Lang Choral Ensemble reh 

Monday, November 21 

12:00 p.m.                Holiday Baskets   

10:00 a.m.                Staff Meeting  

6:30 p.m.                   LanSingOut Brd Meeting 

6:45 p.m.                   Bells of First Rehearsal 

Tuesday, November 22 

10:00 a.m.-2              GIL Thanksgving Meal 

12:10 p.m.                 Yoga 

6:30 p.m.                   LanSingOut Rehearsal  

6:30 p.m.                   Bagpipers  

Wednesday, November 23 

10:30 a.m.                  Lectionary Bible Study 

4:00 p.m.-7         Lans Childrn Choir rehrsl 

6:00 p.m.                   Yoga 

6:00 p.m.                    LAHR Board Meeting 

Thursday, November 24   Church office closed 

 THANKSGIVING  

Friday, November 25   Church Office closed 

5:00 p.m.                  Namy/Venegas rehearsal 

6:00 p.m.                  Yoga 

Saturday, November 26 

4:00 p.m.                   Mark Namy/Cristina Venegas- 

   Vargas Wedding 

Sunday, November 27   1st Sunday of Advent 

 Advent Celebration after worship 

3:30 p.m.                  Advent House Meal 

Monday, November 28 

10:00 a.m.                Staff Meeting – Library 

5:00 p.m.                  NWI Cooking Class 

6:45 p.m.                  Bells of First Rehearsal 

Tuesday, November 29 

12:10 p.m.               Yoga 

6:30 p.m.                  LanSingOut Rehearsal 

6:30 p.m.                  Bagpipers  

Wednesday, November 30 

8:00 a.m.-4              MI Air Hi Health mtg 

10:30 a.m.                Lectionary Bible Study 

4:00 p.m.-7              Lansing Children’s Choir  

6:00 p.m.                 Yoga 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Schedule 
10:00 a.m.              Morning Worship  
10:10 a.m.              Children and Worship 
11:00 a.m.              Education for 4 yrs. thru 12

th
 Grade 

 
Fellowship Hour following worship Litten Hall 

11:20 a.m.              Adult Education See below for special Sunday events 


