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LINK SUNDAY – A NEW EVENT – SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9 
ALSO CROP WALK DAY 

 

Our LINK Groups will be hosting Coffee Hour on Sunday, October 9 – a new enjoyable event for the 
whole congregation – including those just learning about LINK.  All you have to do is attend (no dish 
to pass or supplies to bring). When you come down to Litten Hall after worship, LINK leaders will 
greet you and assist you in finding your LINK neighbors at your group’s table. 
 
The agenda is short and sweet. The MC will make a few welcoming comments and brief thoughts on 
the "why" of LINK, and then toss out some fun questions for us to answer with our groups. 
 

After that there’ll be informal time for your LINK group to socialize and make plans.  Help yourself to 
coffee and the fine selection of cookies.  This is also CROP WALK DAY. Your group might want to 
make this one of your activities.  (See details in a separate article.) 
 
Other features of LINK Sunday will include a "looped" PowerPoint presentation playing continuously 
on the big screen highlighting the essence of LINK, a display board with photos from the various 
groups, and a map showing the LINK areas.  An updated brochure will also be available. 
 
If you are new, you may be asking, “What is LINK?”  The letters stand for Linking Neighbors in 
Koinonia (Christian fellowship). We have organized the large geographical area our church draws 
from into neighborhoods called LINKS.  The purpose is to ensure that all who consider First Pres 
their spiritual home are part of a caring group of friends. 
 
Not sure which LINK you are in?  There will be a master list you can check, a map to refer to, and 
assistance from the LINK leaders. 
 
Not currently a LlNK participant?  Come on down and just enjoy the PowerPoint, the fun questions 
tossed out by our MC, and the general merriment.  
 
So spread the word among your LINK neighbors to join the gathering on Link Sunday, October 9.  
Questions?   See Howard Powers or Shirley Herrick. 
 

Fall Salad Luncheon 

The Fall Salad Luncheon date is Wednesday, October 19. Workers are 

needed for Tuesday, October 18 in the morning as well as on Wednesday. 

Donations of salads (make at church) and cookies are also needed. Please be 

prepared to assist in this wonderful all-church project. 
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PASTOR’S CORNER 
 

   In 1933 America found itself in the darkest days of the Depression.  Unemployment hit the 25% mark.  City 

streets were clogged with bread lines.  The fields of South Dakota farms were stripped of topsoil in the first of 

many horrific dust storms which would desiccate an entire region of the country in the coming years.  Boxcars on 

freight trains were filled with laborers, fruitlessly looking for work, and not just young men, but old men and boys, 

as well.  It has been estimated that throughout the ‘30’s more than a quarter million teenagers left home and 

rode the rails in search of employment.  During that same time period, more than a third of the workforce, at 

some time or another, was homeless, rootless, forced to leave home to work.  

    Abroad, in 1933, the Nazi Party in Germany won the national elections and Adolph Hitler became 

Chancellor.  The following year he would be named “Fuhrer,” as he systematically dismantled Germany’s liberal 

democracy.  In 1933 Fascist parties ruled in Italy, Hungary and Romania. 

    It was a dark time. 

    But it was also in 1933 that, under the guidance of a Presbyterian Minister, the Rev. Dr. Hugh Thomson Kerr, the 

first World Communion Sunday was celebrated at Shadyside Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh. 

    Remarkably, although the idea came to Rev. Kerr when he was the Moderator of General Assembly a few years 

earlier, the resolution to hold the first World Communion Sunday came out of a Stewardship Committee 

meeting.  In such a fractured world, the church needed not merely financial resources, but spiritual 

resources:  unity, strength, grace.  Differences in doctrine and interpretation meant little in the face of such 

trials.  Christians needed to be invited home to the family dinner table, wherever they might find themselves in 

the world. 

    World Communion Sunday was slow at first to catch on; it wasn’t until World War II (when the world finally 

turned on itself and began to tear itself apart) that it began to spread all over the world and become a truly global 

event. 

    This year, eighty three years later, we will celebrate World Communion Sunday here at First Presbyterian on 

Oct. 2.  The table is set!  Come celebrate our family meal with your brothers and sisters across the globe.  In this 

election year of divisiveness, jingoism, bigotry and small-mindedness, once more the Church is being called to 

bear witness to the ties that bind, rather than pull apart.  Come bear witness!     

 

In Christ,  

Stan 

CROP WALK 
October 9, 2:00 p.m. 

 
CROP Hunger Walks are community-wide events sponsored by Church World Service and organized by 

local congregations or groups to raise funds to end hunger at home and around the world.  This year’s 

walk will begin at LANSING STEM ACADEMY, 2600 Hampden Drive in Lansing.  The assembly is 

scheduled at 1:00 p.m., with the walk itself beginning at 2:00 p.m.  Local recipients of CROP Walk funds 

include:  Advent house, Greater Lansing Food Bank, Sparrow Clinton Hospital Foundation, The Garden 

Project of the Greater Lansing Food Bank, Haslett Community Food Pantry, and Southside Community 

Kitchen.  All families and folks of First are welcome to walk, and/ or pledge.  See Rich Blankenship for 

more information! 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 
ADULT FORUM 2016 

TOPICS COMING UP THIS FALL 
All are welcome! 

 
Join us after worship in the Adult Ed Room (downstairs) 11:20-12:30.  (Childcare is available through this time.) 
 

October 9 
LINK SUNDAY 

Link groups are hosting coffee hour with some entertaining activities.  
 See page 1. No Adult Forum 

 

October 16 
What We Learned at the Greensky Hill Intergenerational Mission Trip  

and at Presbyterian Youth Triennium 
A group of about 25 people (ages 6 and up) travelled to Charlevoix to participate in our second annual 
Intergenerational Mission Trip at Greensky Hill last June.  We have begun a relationship with a Native American 
tribe (Little Bay Bands of Odawa) and with a Methodist church located on the reservation land, thanks to a long-
standing association that Jim McClurken has had with them, both professionally and personally.  We learned 
about the history of the church and the tribe as well as current life circumstances of each and how they 
intersect.   Jim will be present for this class as well as participants from the trip so we can hear from their 
perspective how this experience has impacted their lives and thinking with regard to Native American history.   

 

 The Presbyterian Youth Triennium occurs every three years on the campus of Purdue 
University.  This past summer six of our First Pres youth and one adult advisor joined with about 60 
other youth from across Lake Michigan Presbytery to become part of a gathering of about 
5,000.  They were housed in dorms, joined in small group educational opportunities, participated in 
large group recreation, and attended worship every day where they heard a variety of guest 
preachers.  The theme for the week was "GO," basically asking how they might go out into the world 
to share and do the work of Christ.  It was a great experience, as always.  Our youth, Rian Smith, 
Collin Schafer, Austin Barcy, Carrie Blair, Jennifer Amabo, Avery Wisner and adult chaperone 
Bethanne Jenks, will share their personal Triennium experiences.  

 
 

October 23 and 30 
Our Mission Partner from Syria, Rev. Salam Hanna… 

who is Pastor of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Latakia, Syria, will talk to us about the thousands of 
displaced Christians in Syria.  As director of the Relief and Rehabilitation Program for the National Evangelical 
Synod of Syria and Lebanon, he manages the distribution of aid to displaced families.  The church in Latakia was 
founded in the 1850's by American missionaries from Reformed Presbyterian churches and now has around 1,000 
members.  He will tell us about the church and the situation in Syria.  (See more about him on p. 9) 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CONTINUED 

 

CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS 
 

PARENTS PARALLEL meets in the parlor every Sunday there is Sunday School.  Parents’ Parallel is for any 
parents who would like to meet with other parents in open discussion about what the children are learning 
in church school, or any topics concerning parenting.  All are welcome to drop by Sunday mornings after 
worship in the parlor.  The younger children will be brought to meet you there at noon – have your older 
kids do the same!  Come give it a try – all are welcome! 
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD - October Calendar 
 
October 2   World Communion Sunday - Potluck No Sunday School 

October 9, 16, 23, 30 Education for 4 years – 12th grade 

October 23   Younger children sing in Worship 

October 30 – Nov. 20 5th – 12th grade -- preparation begins for Youth Sunday on Nov. 27 

 

 

 

CHILD PROTECTION POLICY   

  
In 1998 the Session of First Presbyterian Church, Lansing, adopted a Child Protection Policy to help ensure a safe, nurturing 

environment for all its members.  In this regard, we are all to be reminded of the vows we take at baptism and are encouraged 

to be observant and helpful in the development and safety of the children and youth of our church family.  A copy of the Child 

Protection Policy of First Church can be obtained from the church office.  If you have questions, ideas or concerns regarding 

this policy or any of our education programs, please contact any member of the Youth Education Committee:  Darla Jackson, 

chair, Brian Jackson, Rachel Layne, C. E.  Elder, Brian Koon, C. E. Elder, Bethanne Jenks, Julie Keller, Joel Layne, or Kathy 

Banghart, staff rep. 

 

 

 

 

INVITATION TO RECENT ATTENDEES TO DISCOVER  

MORE ABOUT FIRST CHURCH 

If you have been participating in our worship recently, you are encouraged to come to a meeting on Sunday, 

October 16 at 11:30.  Pastor Stan Jenkins will welcome you in the parlor and will share information about 

our church’s life and beliefs, but most importantly, field any questions you may have. For those interested in 

becoming a church member, that process will also be explained. All are welcome! 
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE/ COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

 
We are back to the beginning of another fall season.  Summer has been wonderful, but it’s time to get back to some 

kind of normal schedule.  Thanks to all the hard work of the Deacons, the Tailgate was fun, as always.  At the time of 

this writing, some schedules are still being worked out, but here is the information at hand: 

 

 Youth fellowship will be a combined effort this year, between middle and high school programs.  We will 

meet at least monthly all together and separately for other age appropriate activities.  Once a month, we will 

also meet with other Presbyterian youth groups (beginning with Eastminster Pres.) to experience having a 

larger group to relate with.  On October 9, we will gather after worship to share lunch and prepare for the 

CROP WALK.  We will go to Dwight Rich together and spend the afternoon walking for such a great cause.  

Both groups will remain identified as their individual churches, but we will stand and walk together, simply to 

enjoy the fellowship of the afternoon.  Urban Plunge is a presbytery-wide event that will occur November 11-

13.  Youth gather annually from all around the presbytery to spend the weekend together and perform 

mission work in whatever community has decided to host for that year.  This year we will be going to Paw 

Paw.  Silver Bells in the City is on Nov. 18.  We will gather prior to that to make dinner preparations and 

serve a meal before the parade on that evening.  In December, we will pack backpacks of food for 

distribution through NorthWest Initiative.  We will also be participating in some fun fall activities, such as 

hayrides, apple orchards, corn mazes, etc.  as time and schedules allow.  An event calendar will be posted in 

Litten Hall soon. 

 NorthWest Initiative and First Presbyterian are collaborating on some new group adventures.  Have you ever 

wanted to learn how to knit or sew?  These are great skills to learn and you’ll have a lot of fun in the process. 

Plus, you’ll end up with a completed item (scarf, hat, purse, pillow, pajama bottoms, or several other choices) 

that you’ll be able to use yourself or give away as a gift!  We have guest teachers who’ll be leading the classes.  
 

  Knitting Class  Join us on Wednesday, October 25— 5-7pm  

  Sewing Class   Join us on Tuesday, October 25— 5-7pm  

  Girls’ Group   Join us on Monday, October 17
 

- 4-6pm 

 

We will also be convening a “Girls Group” for ages 12-18.  This group will bring together young ladies to 

learn about healthy relationships, dressing for success, learning about your passions, what’s healthy for your 

body, how to find a job, and much more.  
 

To register for these new programs, or for more information, please call NWI at 517-999-2894 or Sallie in 

the church office at 517-482-0668.  Everyone is welcome.  Please consider attending.   

 

Cleanup Day  

Saturday, October 22 is Clean-up at First Pres.  Yard work will include weeding and trimming all areas of the 
grounds.  Inside the church we will polish pews, dust all rooms, wash window sills, clean all registers and wash 
floors.  We need many hands to get these chores done.  Please volunteer your time and efforts.  We begin by 

9:00 a.m.   

 

SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY! 

  
On Saturday, October 22, 9:00 a.m. there will be a special training for all members on AED and CPR 

procedures. Howard Powers has once again procured the services of Tim O'Connor, an expert and fun trainer in 

lifesaving techniques. There will also be a brief overview of our new Emergency Preparedness Plan.  The 

training is part of our ongoing efforts to build a cadre of trained members, especially among ushers, deacons and 

staff, but all members are invited to participate. There is limited space so be sure to RSVP early by reserving your 

spot with Tracy and/or the front office.  If you have questions, please contact Howard Powers, Jim Hengstebeck 

or Dan Diepenhorst.            5 



 
MUSIC NOTES 

 
I have had the most difficult time composing my article this month for the First Epistle. I pushed it off to 
the very last possible moment and feel as though I’m almost writing under duress! Believe me, I know 
that that is a silly thought, but the feeling is there…which has caused me to consider why. Why is this 
month difficult to think about and comment on musically? 
 
I use music as a way to express my faith, to express my feelings or to help me say those things that I 
can’t seem to put into words. When I look over the month of choral anthems and hymns one 
arrangement keeps finding its way to the top….”Precious Lord, Take My Hand,” arranged by Roy 
Ringwald. This wonderful hymn, composed by Thomas A. Dorsey in 1932 after the death of his wife, 
Nettie, and infant child during childbirth, was a favorite of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  In fact, it was sung 
at the rally in Memphis the night before his assassination.  In reaction to Dr. King’s death, lyricist Joyce 
Merman rewrote Dorsey’s hymn, incorporating text from Dr. King’s final speech, and composer Roy 
Ringwald arranged the tune for choir. 
 
 Precious Lord, take my hand, take thy child unto Thee, 
 With my dream of a world that is free 
 For that day when all flesh joins the glory thou hast planned, 
 Precious Lord, precious Lord, take my hand. (verse 3) 
 
My heart aches and breaks every time I turn on the news or look at Facebook or read the paper lately. 
The words of Dr. King’s speech, and the tune and the motivation behind the composition of “Precious 
Lord” by Dorsey seem to touch the deepest part of my being. It gives me comfort, causes me to weep 
and even emboldens me to be able to stand with my brothers and sisters who are marginalized, who are 
shut out, and who are being killed. There will be a day when we live in a world that is free. We can make 
that happen, can’t we? 
 
Yet, that seems to be my “problem.” Feeling such joy, encouragement and resolve with music, knowing 
that some of my friends and fellow musicians live in fear as they drive to a gig or to rehearsal. Living in 
this space of worship and resolve, of praise and prayer, of love and fear, it can be difficult to breathe, 
remember and move forward.  Jimi Hendrix said, “When the power of love overcomes the love of power, 
the world will know peace.” So I must resolve to exude love, to exude music and exude peace, knowing 
that the ever-present love of God will sustain and shelter us as we struggle to be about the power of love. 
 
Some of the hymns during the month of October include: 

“Crashing Waters at Creation” (STF 2247), “Seek Ye First” (PH 333), “Lord of the Dance” (PH 
302), “Guide My Feet” (354), and “Be Thou My Vision” (PH 339) 

 
The choir anthems scheduled for the month of October include: 

“Promised Land” (Natalie Sleeth), “He, watching over Israel” (Felix Mendelssohn), “Precious Lord, 
Take My Hand” (arr. by Roy Ringwald) and “One Faith, One Hope, One Lord” (Craig Courtney) 

 
On behalf of all the musicians, staff and volunteer, at First Presbyterian, we hope that your worship is 
filled with hope; that you find encouragement; and that are able to find ways to share your life and love 
with others. 
 
Blessings, Megan Higle 
 
P.S. – A special thank you to the Glen Erin Pipe Band (especially Bill & Alyse Collins) for bringing their 
gift of music to our celebration of World Communion Sunday on October 2.    6 
 



Book Group 
If you enjoy discussing a good book with friends, we invite you to join us the first Tuesday of each 
month in the church parlor.  
 

Tuesday, October 4   7:00 p.m. 

Caleb’s Crossing by Geraldine Brooks 
Bethia Mayfield is a young woman growing up in Martha's Vineyard in the 1660s amid a 
small band of pioneering English Puritans. At age twelve, she meets Caleb, the young son 
of a chieftain, and the two forge a secret bond that draws each into the alien world of the 
other. Bethia's father is a Calvinist minister who seeks to convert the native Wampanoag, 
and Caleb becomes a prize in the contest between old ways and new, eventually 
becoming the first Native American graduate of Harvard College. Inspired by a true 
story, Caleb’s Crossing brilliantly captures the triumphs and turmoil of two brave, 
openhearted spirits.  Discussion led by Pat Eenigenburg. 

Tuesday, November 1   7:00 p.m. 

The Promise by Chaim Potok 
Reuven Malter lives in Brooklyn, he’s in love, and he’s studying to be a rabbi. He also 
keeps challenging the strict interpretations of his teachers, and if he keeps it up, his 
dream of becoming a rabbi may die.  One day, worried about a disturbed, unhappy boy 
named Michael, Reuven takes him sailing and cloud-watching.  Reuven learns what it is to 
take on life–whether sacred truths or a troubled child.  In a passionate, energetic 
narrative, The Promise brilliantly dramatizes what it is to master and use knowledge to 
make one’s own way in the world.  Discussion led by Del Rector.  

TLC 
Thursday, October 13, 1:00 PM 

 
TLC will meet on Thursday, October 13 at 1:00 p.m. at Little Panda Chinese Restaurant (5439 W. 
Saginaw, near Chuck E Cheese).  Call Barbara Kaye at 321-4262 for reservations and/or information.  TLC is 
a group of single women friends who meet on the second Thursday of each month for lunch at various local 
restaurants.  We enjoy our social get-together for companionship and the opportunity to share stories and 
events in our lives.  

 

LINK GROUP EVENTS 
 

DeWitt LINK and Northeast Lansing LINK have merged.  We had our biggest group ever at our September 
Breakfast on September 17.  Our October Breakfast is at 9:00 a.m. on October 15 at Theo's on East 
Michigan (near Sears).  
   
HOME LINK will enjoy favorites - pancakes, French toast, and quiche - on Saturday, October 15 at 9:00 a.m. 

at Delhi Café.  

Eastside LINK will be held at the Grand Traverse Pie Company on Saturday, October 15 at 9:30 a.m. Yes, it is 
Homecoming weekend at MSU, but maybe you can come enjoy a little coffee and a light breakfast before heading 
off to your favorite tailgate party. If you are not interested in tailgating, all the more reason to come join us at the 
restaurant for some early morning coffee and company.  
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Join the Chancel Choir in Their Trip to Ireland 

Have you dreamed of traveling overseas? Always wanted to see Ireland? Have we got an opportunity for you!  

The Chancel Choir is hoping to travel to Ireland in June 2107 for 9 days to do some singing, sightseeing, 

eating and bonding! YOU can join us!  Encore Tours has put together a fabulous itinerary where all travel, 

hotels and meals (not lunch) are included in cost. You do not need to sing or be part of the choir to attend. 

Please see Megan Higle for more details. 
 

SESSION NOTES 

It was a busy summer!  By action of Session: 

 The new roof was finished. 

 A new 3-compartment sink was installed in the kitchen. 

 Quotes were received to repair the sanctuary windows. 

 The Nominating Committee met several times and prepared the slate of new officers for 2017. 

 

A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING IS CALLED FOR OCTOBER 23 for the purpose of 

hearing a report from the congregation’s Nominating Committee and acting on the 

report.  The Nominating Committee will place in nomination candidates for the 

offices of elder, deacon and for the congregation members-at-large for the 

Nominating Committee. 

 
 

BOARD OF DEACONS REPORT 

 

With the end of summer and the start of the fall season, the Deacons held the Fall Tailgate in the 

church parking lot. It was an opportunity to see the multitude of programs our church has to offer. 

They have also started their monthly meetings.  Members select between two committees:  

Community Outreach and Member Care.  Our meetings are on the first Wednesday of each month. 

 

The Outreach Committee is seeking volunteers to work the Food Pantry. This can either be as a one 

day a week position or as a substitute (as needed) position. We are active in many other community 

service projects such as Bingo, Advent House meals and the community garden. We welcome any 

suggestion that can message God’s love to the Lansing area -- just contact any deacon. 

 

The Member Care Committee is actively seeking input about the current Member Care needs of the 

congregation.  We are also interested in potential resources for meeting members’ needs and are 

starting an Angel program.  Please share your ideas!  Please contact Meg Rumfield at (517) 643-

6905 or send email: mrumfield74@gmail.com.  We welcome your input. 

 

Peace be with you,  

Ceci Anderson 
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MISSION TO THE USA 
Rev. Salam Hanna, pastor of the Evangelical Church in Latakia, Syria and Director of Relief and 

Rehabilitation for the Synod of Syria and Lebanon will be coming to our church for three weeks, 

October 14-November 4.  He will participate in worship, adult forum, Bible Study and other 

aspects of the church. 

 

The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into about sixty pounds of flour until it 

worked all through the dough.” – Matthew 13:33 

“In spite of the overwhelming situation and the decline of hope, the church can’t but be a light, comforter, 

and a catalyst for hope to the people she reaches.”  

-The Rev. Salam Hanna, Director of Relief & Rehabilitation at NESSL 

Please come on Sunday, October 16 to welcome Rev. Hanna. 

He will be our speaker at Adult Forum the next two Sundays, the 23rd and 30th. 

 

 

 

Olive Oil from Palestine 

Discover the rich, peppery flavor of this organic, cold-pressed, artisan, fairly 

traded extra virgin olive oil from the West Bank. This oil is made from Nabali 

olives, which are full of antioxidants. 

Purchasing this olive oil helps small-scale farmers to stay on their land and 

make a living for their families.  Stop by the Fair Trade table in Litten Hall to purchase this 

olive oil. 
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE 

Through the generosity and compassionate spirit of the members and friends of First Presbyterian Church our 

Capital Campaign, “Possibilities” raised $441,741.23 to be used toward a prioritized list of repairs and 

improvements. 

To date these funds have been used to install a new heating system using more efficient and environmentally 

friendly natural gas.  This has eliminated our dependence upon steam and reduced our overall out-of-pocket 

utility bills.  A new roof has been installed on the church, replacing a roof that has served our facility well for 

untold years.  Finally, repairs to the Chestnut Street steps have been completed.  The cost of these repairs and 

improvements totals $349,561.67.  We are currently pursuing responsive and responsible contractors to make 

much needed repairs to the Sanctuary windows.  

Overall our facility is in good repair and structurally sound, but still our needs are many.  The following is the list of 

improvements that were identified in the Capital Campaign but that we currently do not have sufficient resources 

to address: 

 Chapel Columns 

 Front Granite Step Repairs 

 Sidewalks 

 Painting of the front columns 

 Atrium Passageway seals on the glass 

 Atrium Passageway repairs between the building and the tunnel 

 Steeple Cleaning 

 Parking Lot Replacement 

 Funding of a Repair and Replacement Fund for future Work  

 

We appreciate the trust the congregation has placed in Building and Grounds to oversee the expenditures and 

know that through God all things are possible.  The needs of a large and significant building are continual but 

through good stewardship and the wise spending of monies this edifice will remain the beacon of hope it has long 

been considered within the community. 

 

Nicaraguan Visitors 

A delegation from Nueva Guinea Nicaragua visited Michigan in September.  Four of the 

delegation members are pictured here with our members Josephine Powers and Bessie 

Roper who helped to host them while they were in Lansing.  Both Josephine and Bessie 

have traveled to Nicaragua, as have a number of other members of our congregation.  The 

group visited an apple orchard and picked apples which do not grow in Nicaragua. 

The Presbytery of Lake Michigan has a longstanding partnership with CEPAD (Council of Protestant churches in 

Nicaragua).   

2 Cents-A-Meal money is sent yearly to CEPAD to fund garden projects so families can raise food for their families. 

Charlie and Shirley Herrick, Sallie and Steve Campbell and Carol Wallace also helped to host the group while they 

were here.  They participated in Wednesday morning Bible study and helped prepare a lunch for GIL students. 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Birth 

Archer Paul Sirmeyer was born on September 3 to parents Heather Pollok and Sean Sirmeyer.  Welcoming him are sister 
Audrey, brother Atticus, and great grandmother, Jean Jones. 
 
Death  
The sympathy of the congregation is extended to Ralph Johnston and family on the death of his beloved wife, Cynthia 

Johnston, on October 3, 2016. 

 

Weddings 

Members Buni Harte Clabbers and Gary Bailey were married August 29 on Mackinaw Island. 

 

Daniel Banghart, Kathy and Mark’s son and Al and Bobbie Banghart’s grandson, married Stacie Carpenter here on 

September 17, Rev. Jenkins officiating. 

 

Michael DeYonke, son of Dan and Chris DeYonke, and Laura King were married on Saturday, Oct. 1, Rev. Herrick 

officiating. 

 

Recent Hospitalizations 

JoAnn Hengstebeck   Sue Jenks    Nan Carter  
Jackie Blankenship   Frank Feeley    Wanda Chenoweth 
Mark Higle    Joahne Fellows        
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 October 2 October 9 October 16 October 23 October 30 

Liturgists Gwen Botting Bill Collins Dave Angus Rich 
Blankenship 

Sherri 
DeMarco 

Videographers Charlie Phillips Sam Smith Rich 
Blankenship 

Bryse Friess Russ Jenks 

Greeters:      

    Chapel Jan & Jan 
Peterson  

Sharon Carr Rod & Shelia 
Conrad 

Howard & Jo 
Powers 

Franco & 
Salima Nashef 

    Chestnut St.    Bill & Alyse 
Collins 

 

Oct 3 

Oct 4 

Oct 4 

Oct 4 

Oct 8 

Oct 9 

Oct 10 

Oct 10 

Oct 11 

Oct 11 

Oct 12 

Oct 13 

 

Emma Hodgman 

Mary zurBurg 

Sue Bara 

Bethany Niznak 

Aaron Garoutte 

Mary Ann Mackoul 

Jim Botting 

Audrey Pollok 

Nancy Anderson 

Judy Whitman 

Meg Rumfield 

Chris Venetis 

 

Oct 14 

Oct 15 

Oct 16 

Oct 16 

Oct 17 

Oct 18 

Oct 19 

Oct 19 

Oct 20 

Oct 20 

Oct 21 

John Fellows 

Jeffrey Banghart 

Elaine Scovill 

Michael Snyder 

Paul Eenigenburg 

Matt Sherman 

Collin Wisner  

Julia Toomey 

Linda Keller 

Madison Hendy 

Dan DeYonke 

Oct 23  

Oct 24 

Oct 24 

Oct 24 

Oct 25 

Oct 26 

Oct 26 

Oct 26 

Oct 29 

Oct 30 

Oct 30 

Oct 31 

Oct 31 

Janet (Jan) Peterson 

Denice Dickinson 

David Angus 

Jennifer Garoutte 

Tamara Beaver 

Jackie Blankenship 

Marie Mackoul 

Lucas Schafer 

Bev Phillips 

Joyce Schaub 

Emily Clark 

Dick Poland 

Marcus Ringlever      



             
                       

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday  Saturday 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                               OCTOBER 

  

1 

 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

10:00 am 

   Morning Worship 

   Communion 

   Peacemaking Offering 

   Deacon Offering 

10:10 am 

  Children and Worship  

11:00 am  

  Education for 4 yrs – 4th Grade    

  Fellowship Hour  

11:20 am 

  World Communion Potluck 

 

10:00 am 

  Staff Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

6:45 pm 

  Bells of First Rehearsal   

11:00  am 
    B&G Mtg 

5:30 pm 

  Adult Ed  

6:00  pm 

  Nominating Committee  

 

7:00 pm 

  Book Group 

 10:30 am 

    Wednesday Bible Study         

  Noon 

  Beyond Boomer 

Luncheon 

4:00 pm 

  Lans Children Choir  

5:00 pm 

  GIL Board Mtg  

:00 pm 

  Mid-Michigan Photo Club                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

6:30 pm 

  Mission Committee 

  

 

                                                                                                                                                                        

 

 

7:00 pm 

  Chancel Choir 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

                     

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
10:00 am          

   Morning Worship    

10:10 am 

  Children and Worship 

11:00 am 

  Education for 4 yrs – 12 Grade                        

  Fellowship Hour  

1:00 pm 

  CROP WALK 

10:00 am 

  Staff Meeting 

3:30 pm 

  Personnel Committee 

5:30 p.m. 

MIF Meeting 

6:45 pm 

  Bells of First Rehearsal 

 

 

 5:30 pm 

  Membership Committee 

 

5:30 p.m. 

Worship Committee 

10:30 am 

  Wednesday Bible Study   

 

4:00 pm 

  Lans Children Choir  

 

7:00 pm 

  Deacons Meeting 

 

1:00 pm 

   TLC 

 

7:00 pm 

  Chancel Choir 

 

  

      

 

9:00 am 

DeWitt/ Northeast 

Lans. LINK 

9:00 am 

  HOME 

9:30 am 

  Eastside LINK 

  

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

10:00 am 

   Morning Worship 

10:10 

Children and Worship 

11:00 am 

  Education for 4 yrs  - 12  Grade 

  Fellowship Hour  

11:20 

 Adult Ed 

 Info Mtg for recent attenders 

10:00 am 

  Staff Meeting 

5:30 pm 

  Finance Committee 

6:00 pm 

  MMPC Officers Meeting 

 

 

6:45 pm 

  Bells of First Rehearsal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10:30 am 

  Wednesday Bible Study   

11:00 am 

  SALAD LUNCHEON 

4:00 pm 

  Lans Children Choir  

 

7:00 pm 

  Session 

 

7:00 pm 

  Chancel Choir 

 

 

  

9:00 am 

  Fall Cleanup Inside 

and Out 

9:00 a.m. 

CPR/ AED training  

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

10:00 am 

Morning Worship  

10:10 am 

  Children and Worship 

11:00 am – Congregational Mtg 

  Education for 4 yrs  -12  Grade 

  Fellowship Hour  

11:20 

  Adult Ed 

10:00 am 

  Staff Meeting 

 

 

 

 

6:45 pm 

  Bells of First Rehearsal 

 

 

 

 

10:30 am 

  Wednesday Bible Study   

4:00 pm 

  Lans Children Choir  

 

 

10:00 am 

  Library Committee  

 

7:00 pm 

  Chancel Choir 

  

30 31      

2-CENTS-A-MEAL OFFERING 

10:00 am 

   Morning Worship  

10:10 am 

  Children and Worship 

11:00 am 

  Education for 4 yrs  - 12  Grade 

  Fellowship Hour  

11:20 

  Adult Ed 

10:00 am 

  Staff Meeting 

 

 

 

6:45 pm 

  Bells of First Rehearsal 
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Looking ahead 
 

 

2017 STEWARDSHIP: BUILDING THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

As we look ahead to next year, our church will continue building momentum bringing God’s word and 

love to the neighborhood, community and world which will need your continued support.   Therefore it 

seems appropriate to adopt the stewardship theme:  Building the Kingdom of God. 

In the coming weeks we will discuss the work of the church that involves many people and touches all 

through worship, Bible study, music, mission, member care, fellowship and service.   Capital Campaign 

work continues on the building making it energy efficient and weather tight.  We have opened our doors 

to numerous groups and activities to expand our ministry in the neighborhood and community.   The 

most visible partnership is with NorthWest Initiative that moved its offices to the second floor 

educational wing of the building.  Our food pantry serves many hungry people in the inner city of 

Lansing. 

Look for more information on our budgetary needs later this month and in November.  We will be 

discussing this during our worship services, adult education hour, through mailings and electronic social 

media.  We will be seeking your pledge for 2017 in mid-November as we establish our budget for 2017.  

Thanks be to God for all of you and your support of First Presbyterian Church of Lansing.   

 

 

 

Holiday Baskets 2016 

It is that time of year again when the Deacons begin compiling a list of people who need help with food 

during the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays.  Our church has supported this effort for many years 

with generous donations of money and time as we provide a loving food ministry to the inner City of 

Lansing. 

 

This year we will supply 125 food baskets to area families at Thanksgiving and also at Christmas.  This 

is a 25% increase over the past few years and therefore we will need your financial support. A donation of 

$45 to the Deacons, noting it is for a holiday basket, will cover the cost of one food basket.   A donation 

of $90 will cover the cost of a basket for both Thanksgiving and Christmas.   
 

Help will be needed to fill the baskets after worship service on November 20.  Volunteers will also be 

needed the next day, Monday, November 21 to distribute the baskets as we have done in the past.  

 

Thanks for your help for this important ministry to the less fortunate.        
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FROM OUR CARD LADY 

Dear FPC Family,  

A big “thank you” for all the greeting cards you have donated through the years!  You have kept me well supplied. 

But I must ask for no more Christmas cards, for now.  I am way overstocked.  Veterans, and other local charities 

and missions could use them this year. 

The “thinking of you” cards are what I use most.  But coming from “all of us” at Church, they can’t have I or me as 

the sender. 

Special other occasions like Valentine’s Day, Easter, 4th of July and Thanksgiving are good for cards. 

Blessings to you for helping me,  

Your Card Lady 

 

 

 

 

SNOWBIRDS - BEFORE YOU GO SOUTH, PLEASE CONTACT THE 

OFFICE WITH YOUR DATES OF DEPARTURE AND ADDRESS 

UPDATES. 

 

 

DEADLINE for November First Epistle is October 15. 

For the November issue, please submit all articles to  
Shirley Herrick (scherrick42@gmail.com) AND Kathy Banghart 

(kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org) both.  Thank you! 

Pastor 

  Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

Parish Associate 
  Rev. Charles Herrick 

Pastoral Assistant for 

Member Care 

  Chris DeYonke 

Director of 

Congregational 

Life & 

Community 

Outreach 

  Sallie Campbell  

 

Director of Christian  

Education 

  Kathy Banghart 

Church  

Administrator 

  Tracy Weldon  

Custodian 

  Steve Taylor  

 

 

Organist 

  Sergei Kvitko 

Director of Music 

and Chancel Choir 

Director 

  Megan Higle 

Bell Choir Director 

  Shelia Conrad  

 

Child Caregivers 

  Abigail Grill 

  Heather Pollok 
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