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Newsletter of the First Presbyterian Church                                                510 W. Ottawa St., Lansing, MI  48933 
(517) 482-0668              Office hours:  8:00 a.m.-Noon, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

On Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/LansingFirstPresbyterian   Our website:  http://lansingfirstpres.com  

 

STEWARDSHIP 2018 

Commitment Sunday – Nov. 12 

BUILDING THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

 
November is the time for Thanksgiving and also for planning our budget to fund our 

church programs and activities in 2018.  Much progress has been made this year in 

reaching out to do the Lord’s work in the neighborhood and community, repair and 

improve our building, further strengthen our worship and music offerings and continue 

our member fellowship and care activities.   

Session committees are developing their budgets for 2018.  The committees depend on 

the information from your pledge cards to set budgets for the upcoming year and stay 

within our financial means.  Pledged offerings are the greatest source of income for the 

church and that is why it is so important that we once again ask for your support. 

By November 6, you should have received in the mail a pledge card, cover letter and a 

return envelope.  You will find more information on completing the card, methods of 

fulfilling your pledge and key dates of returning the pledge.  We encourage you to return 

the card even if circumstances do not allow you to pledge this year because the 

Finance Committee needs to make a realistic forecast of revenue in 2018 and does not 

want to overestimate it.   We pray that new members will make a pledge and other 

members who have the ability will increase their pledge.   

Commitment Sunday will be November 12 when we will bring up the pledge cards during 

our worship service.  The cards can be returned to the office in person or by mail if you 

are unable to attend the worship service on the 12th.   

As we provide food for needy people in our community, educate refugees, teach our 

children, care for our members and reach out with our mission work, we need to thank 

God for all of you and your work in supporting this church.  Indeed, we are building the 

Kingdom of God in our church, neighborhood, community and around the world.   

 

The First Epistle 
      Worship, Serve, Grow  

November 2017 

 

https://www.facebook.com/LansingFirstPresbyterian
http://lansingfirstpres.com/
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IMPORTANT DATES IN NOVEMBER! 
 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
Adult Education      6 
Advent Presentation     5 
Angel Team     20 
Beyond Boomers    14 
Bible Study       6 
Birthdays    21 
Book Group    15 
Call for Congreg’l Mtg     2 
Celebrating Members-Evas 13-14 

Celebration Club    17 
Children/Worship     5 
Coats request      8 
Church Calendar             24-25 
Coffee Project      9 
Cong Life/Comm Outrch  7-8 
Deacons  Notes    20 
Fall Family Celebration   10 
First Epistle deadline   22 
Flower Calendar    17 
Food Pantry report   21 
Green Group – new   18 
Hanging of the Greens         11 
 
Holiday baskets    10 
International Mission Trip     9 

Labels 4 Education   14 URBAN PLUNGE WEEKEND – NOVEMBER 3 –5 
LINK News    16     SEE PAGE  7 
Music Notes    12 
Officer Training      9 
Our Church Family   23 

Pastor’s Corner  3-4 COMMITMENT SUNDAY – NOVEMBER 12  

Poinsettias    23     SEE PAGE 1 
Recycling    18      

Session Highlights   19 

Sound System Demo     4       HOLIDAY BASKETS -- NOVEMBER 19 
Snowbirds      22 

Staff     18     SEE PAGE 10  

Sunday a.m. Service Team     4 
Sunday School News     4 HANGING OF THE GREENS –  NOVEMBER 26                                    

Sun. Sch .Education News      5 

TLC     17     SEE PAGE 10 
White Privilege Confer.   22 

Worship Schedule                 22    

CALL FOR CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Sunday, November 5, 2017 

A Meeting of the Congregation of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Lansing, Michigan, is called 

for Sunday, November 5, 2017 immediately 
following the morning worship service.  The 

purpose of the meeting is to elect Officers of the 
Church, including Session, the Board of Deacons, 
Nominating Committee, and Audit Committee; and 

to review and approve the terms of call for the 
Pastor for inclusion in the 2018 budget. 
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   This year marks the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.  On Oct. 31, 1517, Martin 

Luther nailed his 95 Theses for academic debate on the door of the Wittenberg Castle 

Church, and in so doing changed the course of western history.           

    The theses, themselves, all had to do with the sale of indulgences.  One of the ways 

that the Vatican financed the rebuilding of St. Peter’s Basilica was to sell papal decrees 

(known as indulgences) that would lessen the amount of time a loved one would have 

to stay in Purgatory before they could enter Heaven.  These indulgences proved to be 

very popular and were effective in raising funds.  Indeed, peddlers would play on the 

guilt of grieving family members.  What would it say about a son or daughter if they 

refused to lessen the sufferings of a departed mother or father?  It also effectively put a 

price on God’s mercy, pricing out those who didn’t have the resources. 

    Initially, Luther had no intention of breaking from the church, he saw himself as a 

reformer, seeking to correct abuses from within.  Ultimately, however, the corruption of 

the church at that time proved too great for an internal reform; the pope 

excommunicated Luther and the church fractured, not only in Germany, but across 

Europe. 

    The churches that sided with Luther coalesced around three basic principles.  The 

first was that Scripture alone was the basis for authority.  Previously, authority in the 

church had been vested in both Scripture and Church Tradition.  From the point of view 

of the Reformers including tradition as a source of authority had led to many 

abuses.  They sought to return the church to its original purity. 

    The second principle was salvation by Grace alone through Faith.  At issue here 

was what role good works played in salvation or justification.  Could we earn our way 

to Heaven?  Or was salvation a free gift, coming from God alone?  The Reformers 

emphasized God’s agency in salvation, making it clear that it is a divine work and 

never a human work.   

    The final principle was the Priesthood of all Believers.  For the Reformers all 

believers have direct access to God’s Grace and mercy through Jesus Christ, and do 

not need a priest to mediate this Grace.  It was a kind of egalitarianism and a harbinger 

of democracy. 
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Pastor’s Corner continued… 

   As Presbyterians we find our origins in the thought and polity of the Reformation as it 

took place in Geneva, Switzerland, under the leadership of John Calvin.  As a young 

man, Calvin embraced Luther’s teachings and fled his native France because of 

persecution.  Eventually, he washed up in Geneva, which was a center for Protestant 

refugees from all over Europe.  The city council recruited him to organize the religious 

and secular life of the city.  Once Calvin’s reforms were implemented, they changed 

their minds and immediately expelled him from the city, proving the old maxim, “Be 

careful what you wish for”. 

    It wasn’t long, however, before the council was begging Calvin to return and resume 

his work.  The Reformer obliged and spent the rest of his life spreading his ideas 

throughout Europe. 

    This year as we mark the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, let us recall our 

Presbyterian motto:  “Ecclesia Reformata, Semper Reformanda” - Reformed, and 

always being reformed!      ~ Stan 

 

SOUND SYSTEM DEMONSTRATION – NOVEMBER 5 

Recently the Building and Grounds committee has received a number of 

comments regarding the quality of the sound during our services.  In an 

effort to address those concerns, we will be having a demonstration of a 

new sound system on November 5, 2017.  As with everything in life, this 

demonstration will not be free, nor will the cost to upgrade the sanctuary 

sound system.  Initial estimate for the system upgrade is $10,000.  If you 

would like to contribute funds specifically for the demonstration, or 

this system upgrade, please contact Tracy Weldon to make your 

donation.   

 
SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE 
TEAM  

 
No sign ups, just show up any Sunday 
Morning.  Meet at 9:20 a.m. by the Molly Grove 
Chapel to help with little tasks such as coffee 

hosts, guides, greeters, or ushers.  See you some Sunday to serve! 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

YOUNG CHILDREN AND WORSHIP  
Children and Worship is age-appropriate worship for children ages 4 years through 3rd 

grade.  It meets at approximately10:10 (after the Passing of the Peace in the 

sanctuary) in the Worship Center on the lower level.  This month’s stories include:  The 

Promised Land; The Temple, a House for God; Exile and Return, and How the Church 

Tells Time. 

After Children and Worship, the children are taken to their classroom for Sunday 

School, which is also located on the lower level. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE FOR NOVEMBER 

  

 November 5    Class for younger group;  

Older group – No class - Urban Plunge 

 November 12    Rehearsal for Advent presentation - 

        ALL GRADES 

 November 19    Pack baskets, then rehearse in 

Sanctuary – ALL GRADES 

 November 26    no class – Hanging of the Greens  

  Contact Kathy Banghart or Megan Higle with questions 

  
ADVENT PRESENTATION –A YOUTH-LED WORSHIP SERVICE 

DECEMBER 3 
 

December 3 is the first Sunday of Advent.   Join our youth and children as they lead 
worship, and remind us of our Christmas story in a Readers’ Theatre piece titled 
“Joseph, Mary, Bethlehem, A Manger, Angels and All That” by John Buttrey.  After 
worship, come to Fellowship Hall for take-home resources about how to do a Jesse 
tree at your house!!  

 
A previous year’s Christmas story fun! 
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BIBLE STUDY CONTINUES AFTER WORSHIP - Nov. 12  
 

Basic Bible Study will not meet on Nov. 5, as Charlie Herrick concludes his 
excellent series on the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation.  It 
will resume on November 12, and all are welcome to join the class in the 
library anytime!  Ceci Anderson has prepared some very interesting 
materials; it’s a guarantee those attending will enjoy this learning 
opportunity. 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT FORUM 2017 

All are welcome! 
11:20-12:20 Adult Ed Room downstairs 

All are welcome to join in discussion of significant and timely topics. 
 (Childcare is available through this time.) 

 

November 5 

Part 2 of “Christendom Destroyed, Christianity Renewed” 
A Look at the Protestant Reformation 

 

This week will continue last Sunday’s discussion of the seismic shift in Christianity touched off by 
Martin Luther’s recovering the Bible’s message of salvation by God’s grace alone through faith 
alone.  How did such an insight combine with other forces to establish the numerous and varied 
denominations we have today, and cause the Catholic Church of the time to undertake its own 
“Counter-Reformation?” In addition to John Calvin, the founder of our own “Reformed” 
expression of our faith, discover other, lesser known figures of the mid-1500s, whose positions 
helped shape the direction of our American government and culture. Led by Charlie Herrick.  
 

November 12 

Today we will hear from Paula Frantz, Executive Director of the Global Institute of Learning, 

housed here in the church. Numerous church members volunteer.  GIL’s mission: 

The Global Institute of Lansing is a non-profit organization that aims to provide adult 

refugees settled in the Lansing area educational assistance and the means to attain a high 

school diploma in an atmosphere of peace, respect, encouragement, and inspiration. 

November 19 

After basket packing, Will Bales will share with us his experience visiting a leprosy colony in 

China.  Will, a seventh grader, went to China with his grandparents. 

November 26  

Hanging of the Greens (no Adult Forum) 
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   CONGREGATIONAL LIFE/ COMMUNITY OUTREACH NEWS          
Sallie Campbell, Director 

 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 

By the time this newsletter is published, the Urban Plunge 

will be upon us!  At the time of this writing, there are about 74 

people interested in attending the weekend and 15 different 

ministries and organizations across the Greater Lansing area 

that will host a service team of teens and supervising adults 

on November 4.   I hope you will all find time to either 

volunteer to help with this great event (contact Sallie 

NOW!), or take a minute to greet our visitors on that 

Sunday morning, November 5.  We will have folks here from several different 

churches around our presbytery.  Our youth are very proud of their church and are 

looking forward to showing off a little about who we are!   Our senior high youth have 

done a fantastic job of helping plan and organize this event and we are looking forward 

to lots of fun together.  Watch next month’s Epistle for a report on how things went. 

 
 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
 

Green group   Are you interested in finding ways to address ecological concerns of 

the church and the community?  Some Lansing area residents are creating a Climate 

Legacy Time Capsule to coincide with the United Nations climate talks this 

November. The time capsule will be opened in 100 years, and reflect how we are 

responding to climate change at this critical moment in history. You are invited to 

contribute: 

• Something representing what you love and want to protect in the face of climate 
change and pollution, OR 

• A letter to the future 
 

The dedication ceremony will be held at 12pm on Saturday, November 18 on the 

east steps of the Capitol. Bring your object or letter. No organic material, nothing 

larger than your fist.  The ceremony will then continue at First Presbyterian for the 

time capsule to be buried.  For more information, or to assist in this effort, please 

contact Sallie Campbell or Kathy Banghart.   
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Community Outreach continued… 

AmeriCorps  We have a new AmeriCorps member working with our Food Pantry and 

NorthWest Initiative.  Her name is Allie Moldanado.  She is a graduate of Western 

Michigan University in dietetics.  She is delightful and will be a huge asset to our 

Pantry.   

Cooking classes  Have you heard about the many different cooking classes that are 

being offered through our kitchen?  The AmeriCorps member that we share with NWI 

leads/hosts classes on a variety of subjects every month.  These classes are held on 

the last Monday of each month from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. in the kitchen downstairs at the 

church.  All are welcome, so consider attending, bringing your friends and joining in 

with others to have some fun in the kitchen and learn more about healthy cooking.  

See Sallie in the church office for more information. 

Backpacks  A wonderful opportunity to serve the community is available to you 

through our friends at NorthWest Initiative.  Twice a month, NWI holds a food-

packaging event at Harry Hill High School.  Food kits are assembled for about 1000 

Lansing School District students and their families.  Many children go without food 

when they aren’t eating breakfast and lunch at school.  Each pack contains enough 

food for the weekend, along with recipes on how to use the food they are being 

provided.  The packing takes place twice a month and takes a couple of hours. 

Individuals are welcome to help with the assembling, as well as groups.  You 

could get a group from church or your neighborhood together, or clubs/groups that you 

belong to, to attend a packing day and help feed hungry children.  Please see Sallie in 

the church office for more information. 

Thinking Christmas gifts!?  Karen and David Viele will be hosting a craft show in 

Litten Hall, on November 12, following worship.  The proceeds from this show will 

benefit an organization in Uganda, ACT (Agape Community Transformation), an 

ecumenical organization that has a variety of programs and services, including 

agriculture, health, education and music in Uganda.  Please check out the handmade 

craft items in Litten Hall on November 12.   

 

BRING IN YOUR GENTLY USED  

JACKETS AND COATS 

 
Our Food Pantry clients can put your gently used or new coats for all ages to good use!  

Please hang them on the rack by the chapel entrance. Thank you very much! 
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Are you ready for an international mission trip experience?  

 

 

A MISSION TRIP TO NICARAGUA is being planned FOR 2018 by the Nicaraguan 
Partnership.  The trip will be for 8-10 days and we will assemble and install water 
filters in rural homes. This is a trip for adults, college students and teens.   
 

The Nicaraguan Partnership with CEPAD (Nicaraguan Council of Protestant Churches) officially 
started in 1994.  Groups have been going to the Nueva Guinea region of Nicaragua since 1992. 
CEPAD provides transportation, translators, housing and meals for the delegation.  
Approximately 160 members of our Presbytery from 30 different churches have traveled in 
delegations to Nueva Guinea.     
 
If you are curious about this project and would like more information, please contact Carol 
Wallace.  Carol Wallace, cwallace145@sbcglobal.net, 517-676-4847. 
 
 

Good coffee for a good cause 

The Presbyterian Coffee Project offers a special link between 

congregations and communities around the world. Churches can now reach 

out to neighbors overseas not only with the prayers and offerings we give, 

but with the goods and products we purchase. A warm cup of coffee (or 

tea) in our hands is perhaps the most tangible daily connection we have 

with farmers around the world. It represents warmth, hospitality, 

fellowship, hard work and life’s pleasures both fine and simple. 

Buying fair trade through the Presbyterian Coffee Project ensures that more of the money we 

spend on coffee reaches the hardworking farmers who actually grow it. Support small-scale 

farming cooperatives through the Small Farmer Fund, administered by the Presbyterian Hunger 

Program. 

Fair Trade Chocolate, Coffee and Tea make great Christmas gifts!   

OFFICER TRAINING DATES 
 

 Deacons – November 12 

 Elders – November 19 
 

Meet in the library after worship 
 

mailto:cwallace145@sbcglobal.net
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/donate/h000111/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/hunger/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/hunger/
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FAMILY FALL CELEBRATION 
Sunday, November 12 
 
An Invitation! 

 

 Who: Babies and children under 4 years old 

And their parents! 
 When: After worship Sunday, Nov. 12 

 Where: In the Child Care Room 
 

A light lunch will be served.  It’s a time for families to meet & greet in a casual  atmosphere 
and just celebrate being together.  

Sponsored by Membership Committee.  For questions contact Pam Blair or Shirley 
Herrick.  RSVP:  scherrick42@gmail.com 
 
 

HOLIDAY BASKETS 2017 – Thanksgiving edition 

November 19 -- After worship in Litten Hall 

It is that time of year again when the Deacons and Food Pantry volunteers are compiling a 

list of people who need help with food during the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays.  

Our church has supported this effort for many years with generous donations of 

money and time as we provide a loving food ministry to the inner City of Lansing.  This 

year we will supply 125 food baskets to area families.  This is the same number we 

provided last year and we will need your financial support again.  A donation of $45 

will cover the cost of one food basket.   Help will be needed on Saturday, 

November 18 to organize and arrange the food items that will be filled in the baskets after 

worship service on Sunday, November 19 in our usual assembly line process.  

Volunteers will also be needed the next day, Monday, November 21 to distribute the 

baskets late morning and early afternoon to our guests who will come to pick up their 

basket.  Thanks for your help for this important ministry to the less fortunate.   

 
 

mailto:scherrick42@gmail.com
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HANGING OF THE GREENS 
November 26 – After worship 

 

One of the most joyful and fun events of our faith community is our annual, Hanging of the 

Greens – aka decorating our church for Christmas!  This year Hanging of the Greens takes place 

on Sunday, November 26 – the Sunday AFTER Thanksgiving!  We hope that everyone will find it 

in their heart to volunteer for a job!  Our custodian, Steve, will have the trees in place, and the 

decorations will be distributed from the Adult Forum room downstairs.  Come downstairs after 

worship, get your coffee and cookies, and come and help!  Josephine Powers has worked 

diligently to make this a smooth operation, and last year we were finished before 1:00 p.m.  If 

anyone wants to ‘claim’ a specific job beforehand, please call Josephine at 627-5501.  A light meal 

will be served by the Membership Committee for all workers.  Thanks to all who make this such a 

special event in the life of our church! 
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MUSIC NOTES 

Nothing can keep us from His love. 

I begin this process the same each month…I double check the anthems and hymns selected 

for each Sunday, I pull out a handful of hymns and anthems to highlight, I read the lyrics to 

some of the anthems and/or hymns, and I look up many of the scripture readings 

prescribed for each Sunday. Then, I sit. I stare at a blank screen and sit. 

I sat a lot in the past couple weeks. Some days I was keenly aware of God’s presence, 

others I was keenly aware that I was ignoring that Presence. 

Anyhow, November is here. We begin our month remembering (All Saints Day) and end by 

celebrating (Christ the King). We recall the promise made to us that “I will be with you 

always, until the end” and can live in a state of constant grace. So, it is okay for me to stare 

at a blank screen; it is okay for me to have trouble finding the right words. For me, that is 

part of the allure of music – it can say the things words cannot – and why music is 

important during a worship service. Whether hand bells, the organ, special soloists, choir 

anthems, hymns, service music…all aid in finding the words to praise God for God’s 

unending love and grace. 

Some of the hymns we will sing during the month of November: 

For All the Saints (#536); My Lord! What A Morning (#449); Watchman, Tell Us of 

the Night (#20); All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name (#142) 

Some of the choral anthems presented during the month of November: 

“Keep Your Lamps” arr. by Andre Thomas; “Let All Mortal Flesh” arr. by Gustav 

Holst; “Psalm 47” by Bradley Ellingboe; “Peace, Troubled Soul” by David N. Johnson 

The music staff continually prays that the music you experience during our worship 

services encourages you, calms you, comforts you and allows you to be in still moments. 

Megan 
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Celebrating our Members  - John and Betty Eva 
 

The following biography has been prepared for this month’s Epistle so all 

of us can learn more about two of our long-time members.    

John was born and spent his early years in Pontiac, Michigan and was baptized at Pontiac 

First Presbyterian Church.  His father was from the Upper Peninsula and his mother was 

from Ionia, Michigan.  They met while attending college in Kalamazoo.  His father was in 

WWI and then taught.  His grandfather worked at the Vulcan Mine, in Vulcan, Michigan.  

His family moved to Lansing in 1939 and he went to J. W. Sexton High School.  He joined 

First Presbyterian after he moved to Lansing; attending at the church located at the corner 

of Capitol and Allegan. 

Betty was born in Lansing and went to Eastern High School. Her grandparents  were 

members of  the Assembly of God,  and her parents attended  South Baptist Church so she 

followed their strict upbringing.  Her parents owned a laundry business in Florida where 

John and Betty worked after they married. 

Betty met John at Spartan Bowling Alley in Lansing, and then they met the second time at a 

dance in Lansing.  After a time, they were married in Orlando, Florida and lived there for 

five years before moving back to Michigan. The Evas have now been married 66 years. 

They have two girls, Leslie and Judy.  Both were active in our congregation, attending 

youth group and participating in the summer mission trips out west.  John and Betty now 

have three grandchildren (2 girls, l boy).  They also have three great-granddaughters; a set 

of twins who live in Lansing and a third who lives in Phoenix, Arizona.    

John’s working days included jobs at the Michigan State College Creamery, Quality Dairy 

Ice Cream Plant, Motor Wheel, and the State of Michigan Highway Department, now the 

Department of Transportation.  Betty worked for her parents at the laundry they owned in 

Florida, and was a stay at home mom for many years.  She also worked for the State of 

Michigan for the Department of Public Health.  After retiring from the State of Michigan, 

the Evas bought a condominium in Naples, Florida and for 30 years made the trip between 

Michigan and Florida every six months.  They now reside all year in Lansing so they can be 

close to their family. 

Over the years, John has served our congregation as a Deacon (two terms); and 

participated on the church bowling team and in the church choir.  Betty participated in 

Women’s Association and worked on many salad lunches.  They both participated in the 

50-50 Club and FPC Bridge group.   
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John and Betty Eva continued… 

In addition to traveling the states in between Michigan and Florida, they have traveled to 

Alaska, Hawaii, England, Scotland, and Ireland. 

Hobbies included golf and bowling for John.  Betty enjoys counted cross-stitch and played 

golf in Florida and Michigan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Labels for Education program sponsored by Campbell is coming to a close. 

The deadline to submit and postmark UPCs is the end of the year, so please bring 

any Labels for Education labels you have saved to the bin in the Hall of 

Christian Pioneers by Sunday, November 19.  Thank you for your support! 

 

The Beyond Boomers luncheon will be held on 

Wednesday, November 1 at 12:00 noon in the 
church parlor. I know I am a broken record when I say that you 
need not pay attention to the name of this meal. Just come and 
enjoy this lunch and visit with friends from your church. There 
are no strings, there is no agenda except good food and great 
fellowship. Try it. You just might want to become a regular! 
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Book Group 
If you like to read and discuss good books, consider meeting with us in the church parlor. 

Tuesday   November 7   7:00 p.m.     Here I Stand: A Life of Martin Luther  by Roland H. Bainton 
 
It has been 500 years since Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses to the church door in 
Wittenburg.  The ensuing Reformation of the sixteenth century was a vast and 
complicated movement. It involved kings and peasants, cardinals and country priests, 
monks and merchants. It spread from one end of Europe to the other, and manifested 
itself in widely differing forms. Yet in spite of its diverse and complex character, to start 
to understand the Reformation you need know only one name: Martin Luther.     
Discussion led by Charlie Herrick. 
 
Tuesday   December 5   7:00 p.m.    A Cedar Cove Christmas  by Debbie Macomber 

 
Mother-to-be Mary Jo Wyse arrives in Cedar Cove on Christmas Eve, to meet her baby's 
father.  But he doesn’t show up, leaving Mary Jo stranded, pregnant and alone. So Grace 
Harding brings Mary Jo home to her nearby ranch and offers her a room over the stable.  
When Mary Jo goes into labor that night, a young man named Mack McAfee, a paramedic, 
comes to her rescue, just as her brothers—the three Wyse men—show up in town. They 
all celebrate the birth of baby Noel. But no one has more to celebrate than Mack, because 
this Christmas brings him faith, hope and love.     Discussion led by Nan Carter 
 

Tuesday   January 2   7:00 p.m.    Sycamore Row  by John Grisham 
 
One of the most popular novels of our time, A Time to Kill established John Grisham as 
the master of the legal thriller.  Now we return to Ford County as Jake Brigance finds 
himself embroiled in a fiercely controversial trial that exposes a tortured history of 
racial tension.  Seth Hubbard is a wealthy man dying of lung cancer. He trusts no one. 
Before he hangs himself from a sycamore tree, Hubbard leaves a new, handwritten will. 
It is an act that drags his adult children, his black maid, and Jake into a riveting and 
dramatic conflict. Why would Hubbard leave nearly all of his fortune to his maid? Had 
chemotherapy and painkillers affected his ability to think clearly?  And what does it all 
have to do with a piece of land once known as Sycamore Row?      Discussion led by Del 
Rector. 
 
Tuesday   February 6   7:00 p.m.  100 Years of Solitude  by Gabriel Garcia Marquez 
 

One Hundred Years of Solitude is a 1967 novel by Colombian author Gabriel García 

Márquez that tells the story of the rise and fall, birth and death of the mythical town of 

Macondo through the history of the Buendia family.  Inventive, amusing, magnetic, sad, 

and alive with unforgettable men and women—brimming with truth, compassion, and a 

lyrical magic that strikes the soul—this novel is a masterpiece in the art of fiction.   

Discussion led by Sharon Carr. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1967_in_literature
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Novel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colombian_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gabriel_Garc%C3%ADa_M%C3%A1rquez
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gabriel_Garc%C3%ADa_M%C3%A1rquez
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linK NEWS 
 

The Eastside LINK group will meet at Blondie's Barn on Sunday, November 19 at 12:30 p.m. 

for a late breakfast. This is the weekend before Thanksgiving but the group that met in 
October decided we would keep it on the third weekend. Since they will give us the side room, 
Karen and I will need your reservation so we can tell the staff at Blondie's how many tables 
and chairs will be needed. Please R.S.V.P. by November 16. December's holiday event will be 
held in the home of Sabah and Bassam Mackoul. Look for the date and time in the December 
First Epistle.  
 

DEWITT – NORTHEAST LANSING LINK  will be having breakfast again at the Flap 

Jack Shack in DeWitt at 9:00 am. on Saturday,  November 18. 

 

Grand Ledge/West Delta LINK will be holding its monthly LINK breakfast at Dimitri's 

Restaurant, on Saginaw Hwy. in Delta Township, the second Saturday, November 11, at 9:00 

a.m.  Please join us! 

 

 We will again be joining the South Delta Link Group for our joint Christmas 

Party the evening of Friday, December 8.  Please mark your calendars.  More 

information will be coming your way soon. 

  

South Delta LINK will be meeting on Saturday, Nov. 18 for breakfast at Dimitri’s, 

9:00 a.m. 

 SAVE THE DATE:  Our combined South Delta LINK Christmas Party 
with the Grand Ledge LINK group is scheduled for Friday, December 8, 
in the evening, at the Comfort Inn on Canal Street, just south of 
Saginaw.  More details later.   

 

HOME LINK will have NO meeting in November.  A special holiday meeting time planned 

for Saturday, DECEMBER 9 at 9:30 a.m. We'll meet at Carol Wallace's home in Mason 

(directions to follow).  We'll enjoy a potluck brunch and a new gift activity (explanation to 

follow).  

Because of Thanksgiving, the South Lansing LINK will be going to lunch on 

Sunday, November 13, at Los Tres Amigos, at about 12:30 p.m. 
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Thursday, November 9, 2017 – 1:00 PM 

On Thursday, November 9, TLC will meet at Bob Evans on the west side of 

Lansing at 1:00 p.m.  It is located in The Market Place mall (across from Art Van Furniture Store).  The 

address is 625 Commercial Dr.   You can call Nan Carter (327-8585) for reservations or information.  

Come join us for this special time of fellowship for women in the church.   

 
 

THE CELEBRATION CLUB OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

The Birthday and Anniversary Club is a way of celebrating any special event or time in your 

life that you would like to remember by making a contribution to the Celebration Club.  The 

donation you give will be used to help build up our Endowment Fund.  

 

Donors in 2017:  Carole Orth, Todd Hendy, Erika Hendy, Abigail Hendy, Madison Hendy, 

Bessie Roper,  Pat Affholter, Jim & Emma Lou Knight, Shirley Cummings, Laura Wilkinson, Deb 

Donaldson, Mary Lou and Chuck Gebhardt, Roger Wilkinson, Nan Carter, Roger and Laura 

Wilkinson 

 

Total received through Aug. 31, 2017:   $1,042.00  

Total received 2007 – Aug. 31, 2017:    $30,360.71  

 
 
 

OUR FLOWER CALENDARS - 2017 and now, 2018! 
 
Signing up to provide the flowers for worship on any given Sunday is a wonderful way to 
enhance our worship service, and to remember/ celebrate/ honor special events and the 
people we love.  It’s easy!  Just put your name on the date of your choice on the Flower 
Calendar located in the hallway next to the parlor door, and send/ give a check to the 
church office for the $50 cost.  (Please put “flowers” on the memo line of your check.)  You 
can sign up for 2018, too!  
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FPC Green Group Forming   

Several people have asked recently what we are doing as a church to address issues of 

ecological concern - trying to be good stewards of our earth.  Over the years, we have 

looked at this issue in a variety of ways, and thought it might be a good idea to pull like-

minds together to see if there are other things we might do as a church with regard to 

this subject.  If you are interested in pursuing forming an advisory group to address 

ecological concerns of the church, please contact Sallie Campbell or Kathy Banghart. 

 

 

 

 

 

RECYCLING SIDE NOTE:  WE ARE STILL RECYCLING!  When you or the 

activity you are working on have empty cans, plastic bottles or jars, for now, 

please collect them in a plastic garbage bag and put them in the recycling bin 

(which is in the garage storage area, behind the door off the playground 

labeled “Recycling”) as you leave. You will find small plastic bags in the 

kitchen, in a drawer in the island. Please rinse out all bottles and cans, and 

flatten the cans and remove the labels from them before recycling them.  Let 

us be good stewards of our beautiful Earth!  Thank you! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor:  Rev. Stanley Jenkins     Church Administrator:  Tracy Weldon 
Parish Associate:  Rev. Charles Herrick   Custodian:  Steve Taylor 
Pastoral Care Assistant for Member Care:     Director of Music:  Megan Higle 

Christine DeYonke     Organist:  Sergei Kvitko 
Director of Congregational Life &    Director of Bell Choir:  Shelia Conrad 
Community Outreach:  Sallie Campbell   Sunday Morning Host:  Adam Powers 
Director of Christian Education:  Kathleen Banghart          Child Care Staff:  Abigail Grill and 

        Heather Pollok 
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 SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

 
 
 
 
 

The following discussions and/or actions occurred at the October Session 
meeting: 
 
1)    A report was received regarding the 2017 Church budget and learned that the 2018 

Stewardship campaign has begun. 

2)    Received an updated proposed policy on action to be taken when non-designated gifts 

are made to the church.  After discussion, Session requested that the chairman of the 

Endowment Committee come to Session next month to explain the intent of the policy and 

answer further questions before Session takes action. 

3)    Received and discussed the proposed terms of call for Pastor Stan Jenkins and FPC 

staff.  The Session approved terms of call, which will be presented to the congregation for 

approval at the November 5, 2017 Congregational Meeting. 

4)    Received information from the Membership Committee on actions they are taking to 

grow the church.  This continuing discussion was the focus topic and additional 

committees will be reporting next month on their ideas for growing the church.   

5)   Elder Shirley Herrick was appointed to begin a Task Force of the congregation to look 

at attendance issues.  The task force will include one currently serving elder and other 

members of the congregation at large. 

6)   Church has been given a request by Climate Change Time Capsule Project to install a 

time capsule related to climate change on the church grounds.   Request approved.    

7)   Permission granted to have craft sale after worship by the Agape Community 

Transformation (ACT) of Muko Sub-County, Uganda, to support their school and other 

supporting organizations.  This group was represented by Karen and Dave Viele, was a 

part of the Mission Fair and has been supported by our Mission Committee. 
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DEACON NOTES 

 

 
What do You Know about the Angel Team? 
 
The First Presbyterian Angel Team emerged from a planning session of the Deacon’s Member Care 
Committee and the Church Vision Committee in January 2017.  There was a lot of energy behind the 
idea of creating an additional method for providing care for members and families with short term 
needs. 
 
During February, the structure was determined by the Deacon’s Member Care Committee and the 
Church Vision Committee.  In March, there were six members of the Angel Team, who reviewed on-
line scheduling software, with the help of Deacon Shaun McClurken.   
 
In April, the Angel Team established operating principles.  We coordinated with the Men’s Group for 
transportation needs. 
 
We began taking assignments in May, 2017.  Since then, the Angel Team has completed 18 
assignments. Our tasks included driving people to physician appointments, supporting people who 
were hospitalized, providing meals, and making respite visits for family members to be able to leave 
for a time.   
 
Seven Angel Team members provided 61 hours of service.  On the average, each member provided 
9 hours of service.  Most assignments averaged 3.5 hours. There are now nine members of the Angel 
Team.   
 
By now, the Angel Team is averaging two assignments per month.  For November, we have had two 
assignments pending since September.  Two other assignments may continue from October.  It’s 
time to recruit more Angels! 

  

Recruiting New Members for Angel Team 
 

The Angel Team is now recruiting additional members.  Contact Meg Rumfield at 517-243-4430.  
Orientation will be held on Tuesday, November 14, 2017.  All are welcome. 
 
We find that it is an honor and a privilege to help members of our church family.  We would sincerely 
love to extend this privilege to serve with the  Angel Team to all of the members of our church family.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Meg Rumfield, Member Care Committee Chair 
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FOOD PANTRY REPORT 

In September, the pantry served 149 households which is same number as last September.  

The October numbers are not available at this time.  The pantry is beginning to sign up 

additional families and individuals because of the increased geographical area being 

served.   

The pantry continues to need personal care items that we cannot obtain from the Greater 

Lansing Food Bank.  Donations of soap, dish and laundry detergent, toilet paper, 

paper towels and other items are welcomed.  These donated items can be placed in the 

shopping cart located by the chapel entrance.   The pantry also needs paper and plastic 

shopping bags.  Please see Ron O’ Connor for any more details on providing these items. 

We still need additional substitutes for filling in at the reservation desk from 9:00 -

11:30 a.m. taking telephone calls and setting appointments for visiting the pantry for food.  

Please see or call Dan DeYonke if you want to learn more about this opportunity.   

Stock piling continues of non-perishable food for the Holiday food baskets that will be 

distributed as usual at Thanksgiving and Christmas.  You will see the stacks of boxes of 

food growing along the back wall of the Fellowship Hall.   

 

 

 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

11/01  Charlie Garoutte    11/19  Willye Bryan    
11/02  Bob Hughes     11/19  Carol Parr 
11/02  Sue Jenks     11/20  Gary Bailey 
11/02  Steve Campbell    11/21  Anne Weirich 
11/04  Amy Bockes     11/21  Jim Lunde 
11/04  Aiden Friess     11/22  Betty Bailey 
11/07  Russ Scovill     11/24  Jackie Seelye 
11/07  Rima Mackoul    11/24  Lamarr Braggs 
11/09  Cheryl Niznak    11/25  Jackson Keller 
11/09  Dani Fawaz     11/25  Sophie Keller 
11/09  Joel Layne     11/28  Bailey Kennedy 
11/09  Cecily English     11/29  Ann Helmic 
11/11  Franco Nashef    11/29  Chris Hughes 
11/13  Collin Schafer     11/30  Hoppe Achuonjei 
11/17  John Eva           
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NOVEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SNOWBIRDS - please notify the office when you will be going south!     

The December newsletter deadline is November 15.  Please send your 

articles to Kathy Banghart, kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org.  Thank you! 

 

 November 5 November 12 November 19 November 26 

 
Liturgists 

   
Jim Hengstebeck                           

 
Alyse Collins 

 
Joe Ross 

 
Josephine Powers 

 
Videographers 

 
Charlie Phillips 

 
Sam Smith 

 
Rich 
Blankenship 

 
Bryse Friess 

 
Greeters:   Chapel 

 
John & Elain 
Mackoul 

 
Michael & Marie 
Mackoul 
 

 
Bassam & 
Sabah 
Mackoul 
 

 
Rich & Jackie 
Blankenship 

      
     Chestnut Street 

 
Marilyn Mather 

 
Gary & Buni 
Bailey 

 
The Blair 
Family 

 
Harry & Ruth 
Brunet 

FOR YOUR CALENDARS:  Wednesday, April 4 – Saturday, April 7, 2018 

U n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  R e s p e c t i n g ,  &  C o n n e c t i n g  

T H E  W H I T E  P R I V I L E G E  C O N F E R E N C E   

  
T h e  W h i t e  P r i v i l e g e  C o n f e r e n c e  p r o v i d e s  a  c h a l l e n g i n g ,  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  
a n d  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  e x p e r i e n c e .   W e  s t r i v e  t o  e m p o w e r  a n d  e q u i p  
i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  w o r k  f o r  e q u i t y  a n d  j u s t i c e  t h r o u g h  s e l f  a n d  s o c i a l  
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s . ”   T h e  c o n f e r e n c e  i s  i n  G r a n d  R a p i d s ,  W e d n e s d a y ,  
A p r i l  4  t h r o u g h  S a t u r d a y  A p r i l  7 ,  2 0 1 8 .   
 
The conference is unique in its ability to bring together high school and college students, 
teachers, university faculty and higher education professionals, nonprofit staff, activists, social 
workers and counselors, healthcare workers, and members of the spiritual community and 
corporate arena.  Annually, more than 1,500 attend from more than 35 states, Australia, 
Bermuda, Canada, and Germany.  

h t t p s : / / w w w . w h i t e p r i v i l e g e c o n f e r e n c e . c o m /  
 

mailto:kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

CONGRATULATIONS  to proud parents Rachel and Darin Showalter, upon 
the birth of their son, Hamilton James, on October 2! 

CONGRATULATIONS TO Gwen Botting for receiving an award from the Michigan 

Alliance of Environmental and Outdoor Educators, and to organization 

Opportunities for the Blind, and Director Gwen Botting, for receiving a $5000 

grant from the Self-Development of People Committee of our Lake Michigan 

Presbytery! 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES TO:  Russ Scovill, who turns 92 on November 7; John 

Eva, who turns 90 on November 17 and Betty Bailey, who turns 92 on November 

22! 

Happy Anniversary to Al and Bobbie Banghart, celebrating their 41st wedding 

anniversary! 

THE SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION is extended to the families of Elaine and Russ 

Scovill, and Tom Hawkey, upon the death of Jeanette “Jenny” Adams, who died on September 

28. 

THE SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION is extended to the family of former Pastor James 

Clark Child, who died October 17. He is survived by his wife Nancy, daughter Hillary Walilko, and 

son Lincoln Child. Visitation is Friday, Nov. 3 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 

downtown.  The memorial service is at St. Paul’s on Saturday, Nov. 4, at 4:00 p.m. 

THANK YOU!  The Buildings and Grounds Committee would like to acknowledge the many 

hands and many hours spent keeping our grounds beautiful and weed-free.  We can all be proud 

of the way our church appears and adds to the Lansing landscape. Thank you.  

HOSPITALIZED:  Carol Parr 

 

poinsettias 

Christmas is a time for celebrating the birth of Christ, and a 

season for remembering people in our lives, past and 

present.  You are invited to purchase memorial poinsettias to be used to 

decorate the chancel in the sanctuary.  The cost is $14.00.  Orders and 

payment must be to the church office by Monday, December 18, for inclusion in 

the December 24 bulletin. 
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NOVEMBER 2017 
 
Wednesday, November 1 
10:30 a.m. Lectionary Bible Study – Library  
Noon  Beyond Boomers luncheon 
2:30 p.m.  Building & Grounds Committee 
4:00 p.m.-7 Lansing Children’s Choir - Chapel 
6:00 p.m. Mid-Michigan Photo Club – Litten Hall 
6:00 p.m. Yoga 
6:30 p.m. Mission Committee – Library 
Thursday, November 2 
6:00 a.m. Yoga 
8:30 a.m-3 NWI Food Drop-Litten Hall 
6:00 p.m. Downtown Neighborhd Assoc.- Library 
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir rehearsal 
Friday, November 3  Urban Plunge all weekend!  
6:00 p.m. Yoga 
Saturday, November 4  Urban Plunge all weekend!  
Sunday, November 5  ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 

Urban Plunge all weekend!  
10:00 a.m. Morning Worship/Communion/ Sound 

System demo/ Deacons offering rec’d 
10:10 a.m. Children and Worship 
11:00 a.m. CONGREGATIONAL MTG 

Education for 4 yrs. thru 12th Grade 
  Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall 
11:20 a.m. Adult Education – Reception Room 
1:30 p.m. Bagpiper rehearsal- Litten Hall 
Monday, November 6 
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting – Library 
5:30 p.m. Membership Committee 
6:00 p.m.-9 Global Institute of Lansing class  
6:30 p.m. Nicaragua Partnership Meeting 
7:00 p.m. Bells of First rehearsal 
Tuesday, November 7 
7a-9p  General City Election- Chapel narthex 
12:10 p.m. Yoga  
5:30 p.m. Adult Education Committee – Library 
6:00 p.m.-9 Global Institute of Lansing class 
7:00 p.m. LanSingOut rehearsal – Chapel 
6:30 p.m. Bagpipers – Reception Room/ Litten Hall 

7:00 p.m. Book Group – Parlor 
Wednesday, November 8    
8a-5 AARP tax aid foundation State meeting 

– Litten Hall  
10:30 a.m. Lectionary Bible Study – Library  
4:00 p.m.-7 Lansing Children’s Choir - Chapel 
6:00 p.m. Yoga 
6:30 p.m.-7:30 MI Pride Meeting - Library  
7:00 p.m. Deacons Meeting 
 
 
 

Thursday, November 9 
6:00 a.m. Yoga 
8a.m.-5 AARP tax aid foundation State meeting 

– Litten Hall  
10:00 a.m.-2 NWI Bread Distribution - Upstairs 
1:00 p.m. TLC -Bob Evans restaurant, west  
  Lansing 
4:30 p.m. CROP Ingathering- Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir rehearsal 
Friday, November 10 
6:00 p.m. Yoga 
Saturday, November 11 
Sunday, November 12   COMMITMENT SUNDAY 
10:00 a.m. Morning Worship  
10:10 a.m. Children and Worship 
11:00 a.m. Education for 4 yrs. thru 12th Grade 
  Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall 
11:20 a.m. Adult Education – Reception Room 
  Bible Study- Library 
  New Deacon training- Library 
11:30 p.m. Finance Committee – Meeting room 
Monday, November 13 
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting – Library 
3:30 p.m. Personnel Committee Meeting 
6:00 p.m.-9 Global Institute of Lansing class 
7:00 p.m. Bells of First rehearsal 
Tuesday, November 14 
12:10 p.m. Yoga  
5:30 p.m.  Worship Committee  
6:00 p.m.-9 Global Institute of Lansing class 
7:00 p.m. LanSingOut Rehearsal – Chapel 
6:30 p.m. Bagpipers – Reception Room/Litten Hall 

Wednesday, November 15 
10:30 a.m. Lectionary Bible Study – Library  
4:00 p.m.-7 Lansing Children’s Choir - Chapel 
6:00 p.m. Yoga 
7:00 p.m. Session Meeting – Reception Room 
Thursday, November 16  
6:00 a.m. Yoga 
8:30 a.m-3 NWI Food Drop- Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
Friday, November 17 
6:00 p.m. Yoga 
Saturday, November 18 
9:00 a.m. Holiday Basket Prep – Litten Hall 
Sunday, November 19 
10:00 a.m. Morning Worship  
10:10 a.m. Children and Worship 
11:00 a.m. Education for 4 yrs. thru 12th Grade 
  Holiday Basket packing – Litten Hall 
  Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall 
11:20 a.m. Adult Education – Reception Room 
  Bible Study- Library  
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Monday, November 20 
12:00 p.m. Holiday Baskets distributed –Litten Hall 
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting – Library 
6:00 p.m.-9 Global Institute of Lansing class 
6:30 p.m. LanSINGout Board Meeting- Chapel 
7:00 p.m. Bells of First rehearsal 
Tuesday, November 21   
12:10 p.m. Yoga 
6:00 p.m. Mid-MI Photo Club Officers- Library 
6:00 p.m.-9 Global Institute of Lansing class 
7:00 p.m. LanSingOut rehearsal – Chapel 
6:30 p.m. Bagpipers – Reception Room/Litten Hall 

Wednesday, November 22 
10:30 a.m. Lectionary Bible Study – Library  
6:00 p.m. LAHR Board Meeting - Library 
6:00 p.m. Yoga 
Thursday, November 23   THANKSGIVING  Church office closed 
Friday, November 24 
  Church Office closed 
6:00 p.m. Yoga 
Saturday, November 25 
Sunday, November 26  
10:00 a.m. Morning Worship/ 2 cents a meal offering received 
10:10 a.m. Children and Worship 
11:00 a.m. No education – Hanging of the Greens 
3:30 p.m. Advent House meal      
Monday, November 27 
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting – Library 
5:00 p.m. NWI Cooking class 
6:00 p.m.-9 Global Institute of Lansing class 
7:00 p.m. Bells of First rehearsal 
6:30 p.m.-9 LanSingOut rehearsal – Chapel 
Tuesday, November 28 
12:10 p.m. Yoga  
6:00 p.m.-9 Global Institute of Lansing class 
6:30 p.m.-9 LanSingOut rehearsal – Chapel 
6:30 p.m. Bagpipers – Reception Room/Litten Hall 

Wednesday, November 29 
10:30 a.m. Lectionary Bible Study – Library  
1p-4  MDOT -set up for luncheon-Litten Hall 
4:00 p.m.-7 Lansing Children’s Choir - Chapel 
6:00 p.m. Yoga 
6:30 p.m.-9 LanSingOut rehearsal – Chapel 
Thursday, November 30  
6:00 a.m. Yoga 
8a-4  MDOT Souper luncheon- Litten Hall 
10:00 a.m.-2 NWI Bread Distribution- Upstairs 
6:30 p.m.-9 LanSingOut rehearsal – Chapel  
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir rehearsal 
 

 


