The First Epistle
Worship, Serve, Grow
December 2017
Newsletter of the First Presbyterian Church
510 W. Ottawa St., Lansing, MI 48933
(517) 482-0668
Office hours: 8:00 a.m.-Noon, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/LansingFirstPresbyterian
Our website: http://lansingfirstpres.com
As we ready our homes for the hustle and bustle that December brings, let us ready our hearts to welcome
Christ. Worship, celebrate, and enjoy fellowship. First Presbyterian Church wishes you and yours the peace of
Christ this Christmas season and always. (Additional information is included inside)

CELEBRATING ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS AT FIRST PRES!
Saturday, December 2 at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, December 3 at 3 p.m.
Annual LanSINGout Chorus Christmas Concert: “Christmaspalooza”
Sunday, December 3 during Worship Service
A Youth-led worship service and Readers’ Theater
Jesse Tree resources available after worship in Litten Hall
Friday, December 8 7:00 p.m. - Chapel
Men of Orpheus Christmas Concert
Sunday, December 10 right after Worship
Decorate cookies in Litten Hall for the Angel Tree families
Sunday, December 10 at 3:00 p.m. - Chapel
Lange Choral Ensemble Christmas Concert: “Christmas Alleluias”
Tickets: $10; $8 seniors and students
Monday, December 11 and Tuesday, December 12
FPC Bells of First Christmas Concerts at
Delta Retirement Center and Independence Village
Sunday, December 17 during Worship Service
Chancel Choir Presents: The Winter Rose
Sunday, December 17 after Worship Service, in Litten Hall
Assemble 125 Christmas food baskets
Sunday, December 17 at Noon, in the Chapel
Special “Blue Christmas” Service
Sunday, December 24, 10:00 a.m.
Christmas Eve Worship service at 7:00 p.m. -- Lessons and Carols
Child care will be provided.
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Celebrating Advent at First Pres. continued…
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ADVENT PRESENTATION –A YOUTH-LED WORSHIP SERVICE
DECEMBER 3
December 3 is the first Sunday of Advent. Join our youth and
children as they lead worship, and remind us of our Christmas
story in a Readers’ Theatre piece titled “Joseph, Mary,
Bethlehem, A Manger, Angels and All That” by John Buttrey.
After worship, come to Fellowship Hall for take-home
resources about how to do a Jesse tree at your house!!
YOU ARE INVITED

FPC Bell Choir Christmas Concerts
Monday, December 11 at 6:00 p.m.
Delta Retirement Center, 201 Mall Drive S,
Lansing
Tuesday, December 12 at 6:30 p.m.
Independence Village Senior Living, 4775
Village Drive, Grand Ledge

The Chancel Choir presents “The Winter Rose”
December 17 during worship
The Chancel Choir is pleased to present the Joseph M. Martin cantata, “The
Winter Rose” during the worship service on Sunday, December 17.
Composer and Lyricist, Joseph and Pamela Martin write about the work:

From the earliest Christian time, the rose has been a symbol of divine love.
It gently reaches across the ages in ancient illuminations and freely spills
from the pens and brushes of countless poets and artists. Echoing through
our sanctuaries in the melodies and texts of many beloved carols, it brings to
life the beautiful visions of biblical prophets and the hope of early Christian
pilgrims.
Today, the rose remains a vital expression of love and peace both inside the
Church and the outside world. Her appearance in the garden is a treasured harbinger of the coming spring’s
abundance. As a gift, the rose’s delicate beauty is usually reserved of the most meaningful expressions of the
heart. No flower holds our dreams of love more beautifully than she.
It is in that same spirit that the present work was conceived and written. It is our sincerest prayer that as Christ,
the Rose of Sharon, opens before you the Christmas, your spirit will be encouraged by the beauty of God’s
greatest gift. Let the words and music of this cantata remind you that even in the deepest winter, we are people
of joy and life…children of the garden.
Megan, Sergei and the choir hope you will be able to attend the worship service on Sunday, December 17 to
experience the beauty of Christmas through song.
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Celebrating Advent at First Pres. continued…

HOLIDAY BASKETS 2017 – Christmas edition
December 17 -- After worship in Litten Hall
Add your name to a Star – Chapel entrance
It is that time of year again when the Deacons and Food Pantry
volunteers are compiling a list of people who need help with food during the
Christmas holidays. Our church has supported this effort for many
years with generous donations of money and time as we provide a loving
food ministry to the inner City of Lansing. This year we will supply 125 food baskets to area
families. A donation of $45 will cover the cost of one food basket. Help will be needed
on Saturday, December 16 to organize and arrange the food items that will be filled in the
baskets after worship service on Sunday, December 17 in our usual assembly line process.
Volunteers will also be needed the next day, Monday, December 18 to distribute the baskets
late morning and early afternoon to our guests who will come to pick up their basket. Thanks
for your help for this important ministry to the less fortunate.

Sunday, December 17 Blue Christmas Service
Noon -- in the Chapel
On Sunday, December 17, in Molly Grove Chapel, at Noon, we have an opportunity to join
together for a “Blue Christmas” service. This service is for those who feel at odds with or estranged
from the general feeling of joy and happiness typically associated with this time of year. These may
be people who have suffered a personal loss: death of a loved one, divorce, illness, or job loss. The
service seeks to comfort them by reminding them they are not alone and that their feelings are
honored. We hope you will be able to join us for this meaningful service. Please feel comfortable
extending an invitation to those not part of our congregation, yet who may find this experience
relevant for them at what can be a difficult time of year.

Sunday, December 24

Christmas Eve service, 7:00 p.m.

We will celebrate this holy night with Lessons and Carols. There will be child care available for our
youngest members, and a coloring and activity sticker book will be given to all children attending the
service.

POINSETTIAS

Christmas is a time for celebrating the birth of Christ and a season for remembering special people in our
lives, now and in the past. The Worship Committee again this year invites you to purchase memorial
poinsettias to be used to decorate the chancel in the sanctuary. The cost of the poinsettias this year is
$14.00.

Orders must be in the church office by Monday, December 11, for recognition

in the December 17 bulletin.
3

Celebtraing Advent at First Pres. continued…

ANGEL TREE through December 18
The Deacons will have another “Angel Tree” this
Christmas, located at the back of the Chapel (couch area).
Please help yourself to a “bell/ornament” and purchase
the gift/s listed. Return them to the church,
unwrapped, with the original tag by December 18
so they can be distributed to families in time for the
holiday. Thank you ahead of time for sharing your love
and resources with families in need.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
YOUNG CHILDREN AND WORSHIP

December 10, 17, 24

Children and Worship is age-appropriate worship for children ages 4 years
through 3rd grade. It meets at approximately10:10 (after the Passing of the
Peace in the sanctuary) in the Worship Center on the lower level. This month’s
stories include: The Prophets, Mary & Joseph, the Shepherds and the Magi Show
the Way to Bethlehem and Meeting the Christ Child.
After Children and Worship, the children are taken to their classroom for Sunday
School, which is also located on the lower level.
NOTE: There will NOT be Children and Worship on December 3, as the children
and youth are leading worship and presenting a Readers’ Theatre play . (See p. 2)

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER
December 3
December 10
December 17
December 24

Class for all ages
Class for all ages
Pack baskets, then class for
younger class; No class - youth
no class
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SUNDAY MORNING ADULT FORUM 2017
All are welcome!
(11:20-12:20 Adult Ed Room downstairs)

All are welcome to join in discussion of significant and timely topics.
(Childcare is available through this time.)

December 3
Christ as a Rose
Megan Higle, our Music Director, will lead us in a brief look at Advent descriptors for the
coming of Christ through music. Taking inspiration from the 16th century hymn, “Lo, How A
Rose E’er Blooming,” we will read the poetry, listen to music and reflect on the gift of the
beautiful Promise given to us through the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

December 10
Pastor Stan will lead us in considering what St. Bernard of Clairvaux (France) wrote in On
Loving God about divine love and how we grow and develop in His perfect love, which has
come to us in Jesus Christ. St. Bernard (1090-1153) was a Cistercian monk and founder and
abbot of the monastery of Clairvaux. A theologian and Doctor of the Church, he dominated
Europe through his eloquence and his counseling of popes and rulers.
There are no Adult Forums in the remaining Sundays of December. Join us in these special
days and events coming up:
December 17 – Holiday basket assembly and Blue Christmas service
December 24 – Christmas morning and evening services
December 31 – Happy 2018!

Best wishes from the Adult Ed Committee for blessings in the
New Year!
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 CONGREGATIONAL LIFE/ COMMUNITY OUTREACH NEWS

 

Sallie Campbell, Director

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
ANGEL TREE – Through December 18
Cookie decorating, Litten Hall, after worship December 10

First Presbyterian has a long history of sharing joy in the community during the holidays.
Traditionally, food baskets are prepared and given to families in the community to celebrate the
holiday with a nice meal. We also have an “Angel Tree” in the Chapel with ornaments that
are labeled with particular gift items for children for congregation members to take with them
when they do their Christmas shopping. Purchased gifts are brought back to the church
unwrapped by December 18, which will then be given to the families to wrap and put under
their tree for Christmas morning. This year, we would like to also include a big plate of
cookies for the family to enjoy. On December 10, immediately following the worship
service, interested people will gather in Litten Hall to decorate pre-made cookies to be

given to these families. Please join in the fun!
COMMUNITY OUTREACH
What’s this I’ve heard about a time capsule? It’s true! First
Presbyterian has an official “Time Capsule” buried on the property. A
group called “Sunrise” is organizing around the country and planting
these time capsules for future generations to discover. First
Presbyterian was contacted about being a site location for one of the
time capsules. A Climate Legacy Time Capsule Day of Dedication was
planned for November 18, on the Capitol steps. People from the community were encouraged
to participate either by bringing a small article that held meaning for them and/or writing a
letter to the future and placing it in the capsule. Due to inclement weather the event was relocated to the Molly Grove Chapel. All the contributions were put in the capsule, then it was
sealed and buried. Co-sponsors of the event included:
•
•
•
•

Sunrise Lansing
Clean Water Action
Sierra Club Michigan Chapter
MSU Greenpeace

• Climate Reality Campus Corps at MSU
• Ezekiel Project Saginaw
• Indivisible Michigan 8th - Climate Action
Team
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Community Outreach continued…

Other capsules were buried in Columbus, NYC, Boston, Tallahassee, Minneapolis and
Philadelphia, and related events are being held in an additional 14 cities. The capsule is buried
along the sidewalk that runs from the Memorial Garden to the Ottawa Street entrance to the
church. There is a bronze plaque marking the location. Take a look when you get a chance.

There are many ways to serve the community during the
holidays as well as other times. NorthWest Initiative has a program called
“Weekend Survival Backpacks.” Bags of food for the weekend are packed
and given to families in the Lansing School District, providing enough food for
the weekend when children are not receiving their meals at school. About
800-900 volunteers in an assembly line fashion pack bags twice a month.
December 6 and 20 are the dates for the month to participate, either as an
individual (or family), or you are welcome to come with a group of any size to help with this
great program. Please contact Allie Maldonado (Americorp member) who is currently running
this program at Alexandriam@nwlansing.org for more information and to sign up.

The monthly Cooking Classes are still being held in the First
Pres kitchen on the last Monday of the month. In December, the
class will be held on the 18th, due to the holiday. Recipes for
“holiday favorites” as well as leaders are welcome for this fun
evening. The class is from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. and is full of fun, food
and fellowship. Please consider participating by attending or even
consider leading a class of your choice. Contact Allie at
Alexandriam@nwlansing.org for more information and to sign up.

YOUR GENTLY USED JACKETS AND
COATS ARE WANTED
Our Food Pantry clients can put your gently used
or new coats for all ages to good use! Please hang
them on the rack by the chapel entrance. Thank you very much!
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Are you ready for an international mission trip
experience?
THE NICARAGUAN PARTNERSHIP is planning a mission trip to
Nicaragua July 24-Aug 1, 2018. We will assemble and install
water filters in rural homes. This is a trip for adults, college
students and teens. The Nicaraguan Partnership with CEPAD
(Nicaraguan Council of Protestant Churches) officially started in
1994. Groups have been going to the Nueva Guinea region of
Nicaragua since 1992. CEPAD provides transportation,
translators, housing and meals for the delegation. Approximately
160 members of our Presbytery from 30 different churches have
traveled in delegations to Nueva Guinea. You will be staying with a Nicaraguan family for about
4-6 days and will be able to learn about the work of CEPAD in promoting small patio farms and
vegetable gardens for the poorest of the poor which helps them provide better nutrition foods
for their families.(2 cents a meal offering helps to support patio projects). Are you ready for an
international mission trip experience? Applications for the trip are available from Carol Wallace.
The cost will be approximately $1700 with scholarship money available from the
Presbytery. Carol Wallace, cwallace145@sbcglobal.net, 517-676-4847

Equal Exchange Coffee
At Equal Exchange, we only use the finest Fair Trade and organic coffee beans
available, but we want our Fair Trade coffees to do more than please the palate.
It’s our mission to provide Fair Trade coffees that empower small-scale farmers
and their communities. Our certified Fair Trade coffees go beyond the cup,
supporting women’s leadership at producer co-ops, environmental preservation
through crop diversity, improved yields through soil analysis, and much more.
When you purchase Equal Exchange Fair Trade coffee, you’re supporting an
equitable trade system for small-scale farmers. Learn more about the farmers who provide our Fair Trade
coffee https://shop.equalexchange.coop/collections/coffee.
Percolator coffee is still a favorite for providing a large group of people with coffee. We created special
blends of Fair Trade and organic coffee beans specially designed for use in percolators. Whether you're
serving coffee at a post-church social, brewing a pot of your favorite coffee on a campfire stove, or just
love the taste of percolator coffee, we've got you covered. We offer traditional, organic, and decaf blends
of percolator coffee that are delicious and sure to please. Fellowship Blend coffee is served in Litten Hall
after worship on Sundays and is available to buy for only $6.50 a bag.

Fair Trade Chocolate, Coffee and Tea make great Christmas
gifts!
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HOW IS MY CHRISTMAS

JOY OFFERING GIFT USED?

Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our eyes to
Bethlehem and celebrate the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior. By giving
to the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor this gift by providing assistance to current
and retired church workers in their time of need and developing our future leaders
at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges.


The Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions



Racial Ethnic Schools and Colleges



Racial Ethnic Leadership Development

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE
TEAM
No sign ups, just show up any Sunday
Morning. Meet at 9:20 a.m. by the Molly
Grove Chapel to help with little tasks such
as coffee hosts, guides, greeters, or
ushers. See you some Sunday to serve!
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MISSION HIGHLIGHTS
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MUSIC NOTES
Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed – in a moment,
in the twinkling of an eye…1 Corinthians 15:51-52a
The season of Advent is upon us, which means that Christmas is not far behind. Many families
have their own traditions of how they “get ready” for the glorious birth. Some listen to
Christmas carols, some put up decorations on Thanksgiving Day, some go shopping, so do
special baking and some hunker down and count the days that the holiday season will be over.
Being a pastor’s wife and a church musician, our house has been discussing Advent for quite
some time already – for us, it’s part of our preparations. Sharing ideas for lighting the Advent
Wreath; listening to new arrangements of carols for choral anthems; proofreading a multitude
of bulletins.
But, as Paul writes to the churches in Corinth, “we shall all be changed – in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye…” and that change is not always pleasant. For me and many of my friends,
this Advent and Christmas season is joyful, exciting, and loving. For me and many of my friends,
this Advent and Christmas season is painful, sad and difficult.
The choir is presenting the cantata “The Winter Rose” by Joseph Martin on Sunday, December
17 during our worship service. Mr. Martin writes, “Let the words and music of this cantata
remind you that even in the deepest winter, we are people of joy and life.” God took on our form
to show us how to be – what an amazing gift! So, during this time of preparation and
celebration, let us each take time to be open to change; to be a comfort for our family and
friends; to be patient with each other and with ourselves; to reflect, remember and rejoice in
the love and kindness that our God shares with us each and every day – for we SHALL be
changed!
Some of the hymns we will sing during the month of December:
People Look East (PH 12); Prepare the Way (PH 13); Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus
(PH 2); Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming (PH 48); Angels We Have Heard on High (PH 23)
Some of the choral anthems presented during the month of December:
“Climb to the Top of the Highest Mountain” (Jennings); “He Shall Feed His Flock” (Beck);
“O Come, O Come Emmanuel” (Willcocks); “I Saw Three Ships” (Willcocks); “In the Bleak
Midwinter” (Christopher)
The music staff continually prays that the music you experience during our worship services
changes you, comforts you, allows you moments to be still and causes you to rejoice.
~ Megan
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Celebrating our Long-time Member – Pat Anderson
Patricia (Pat) Anderson was born and raised in the Lansing area. She grew
up for a time on Eifert Road in Holt, and then her family moved to Lansing.
She attended Everett Elementary, Walter French Junior High and Everett
High School. Her entire family first attended Holt Presbyterian Church and then joined our
church after they moved to Lansing. She was baptized in our church and she joined the
church when she was 14 years old. Pat has one sister (Sharon Johnson) and a brother
Monte, who is now deceased.
After high school, Pat worked at a place in East Lansing names Ralph’s Cafeteria on Grand
River.
Pat and her husband, Dan, met through a friend named Gary. Gary asked Pat to write to a
friend of his in the Air Force who was in Great Lakes Hospital near Chicago. She had been
writing to him for about eight months when they met for the first time. Pat was actually out
on a date with Gary at the time, and when she returned home, Dan was at her parent’s house
waiting to meet her. They met in May and were married the following December (1958).
Pat and Dan had two children: Denice (the oldest) and Brian. After their children were
born, she was a stay at home mom and was active in their schools, including being a room
mother.
Denice and her husband Stuart live in Olivet and have a son (Erik) and daughter (Stephanie)
who are both grown and live out of State. Pat now has five great-grandchildren, 3 girls
(Stephanie’s) and 2 boys (Erik’s) ranging in ages from 7 to 12.
Theirs is a close family and spend as much time together as they can. Denice often takes her
mom out to lunch after worship before taking her back to the Rehab Center. Sometimes
they are joined by Sharon and Larry when they are in Michigan.
During her many years at our church she has participated in youth fellowship, sang in the
adult choir for a time, served as Deacon, worked at salad lunches and funeral lunches and at
the big church bazaars. She also volunteered at the holiday basket distributions by checking
people in.
She loves her church family and has really appreciated all the support from members after
Brian passed away this past spring.
In her spare time, Pat liked to crochet; collects ceramic owls, and loves to decorate for all
the holidays. This showed, as her room at the Rehabilitation Center is fully decorated for
fall!
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Beyond Boomers Luncheon will be held
on Wednesday, December 6 at 12:00 noon in
the church parlor. Please join this group for a
simple but delicious meal of soup, salads and
dessert. This is a free lunch with no strings
attached. Those present enjoy a light meal and
fellowship with friends old and new. Won't you
give us a try this month?

Book Group
If you like to read and discuss good books, consider meeting with us in the church parlor.
Tuesday December 5 7:00 p.m. A Cedar Cove Christmas by Debbie Macomber
Mother-to-be Mary Jo Wyse arrives in Cedar Cove on Christmas Eve, to meet her
baby's father. But he doesn’t show up, leaving Mary Jo stranded, pregnant and alone.
So Grace Harding brings Mary Jo home to her nearby ranch and offers her a room
over the stable. When Mary Jo goes into labor that night, a young man named Mack
McAfee, a paramedic, comes to her rescue, just as her brothers—the three Wyse
men—show up in town. They all celebrate the birth of baby Noel. But no one has
more to celebrate than Mack, because this Christmas brings him faith, hope and love.
Discussion led by Nan Carter
Tuesday January 2 7:00 p.m. Sycamore Row by John Grisham
One of the most popular novels of our time, A Time to Kill established John Grisham as
the master of the legal thriller. Now we return to Ford County as Jake Brigance finds
himself embroiled in a fiercely controversial trial that exposes a tortured history of
racial tension. Seth Hubbard is a wealthy man dying of lung cancer. He trusts no one.
Before he hangs himself from a sycamore tree, Hubbard leaves a new, handwritten will.
It is an act that drags his adult children, his black maid, and Jake into a riveting and
dramatic conflict. Why would Hubbard leave nearly all of his fortune to his maid? Had
chemotherapy and painkillers affected his ability to think clearly? And what does it all
have to do with a piece of land once known as Sycamore Row? Discussion led by Del
Rector.
Tuesday February 6 7:00 p.m. 100 Years of Solitude by Gabriel Garcia Marquez

One Hundred Years of Solitude is a 1967 novel by Colombian author Gabriel García
Márquez that tells the story of the rise and fall, birth and death of the mythical town of
Macondo through the history of the Buendia family. Inventive, amusing, magnetic, sad,
and alive with unforgettable men and women—brimming with truth, compassion, and
a lyrical magic that strikes the soul—this novel is a masterpiece in the art of fiction.
Discussion led by Sharon Carr.
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linK NEWS

The Eastside LINK group will meet in the home of Bassam and Sabah Makhoul on
Sunday, December 3 at 12:00 noon (after church) for lunch and our holiday party. The Makhouls
live at 1122 Old Hickory Lane in East Lansing. They are on the south side of Saginaw Hwy.
between Abbot Road and Patriarch Park. Please call or email Karen or Kathe by A.S.A.P. so the
Makhouls can set tables.

DEWITT – NORTHEAST LANSING LINK will celebrate Christmas with a
progressive potluck dinner, beginning at 4:00 p.m. at the home of James Pyle
and ending at the Davies home. Call Carol Johnson with questions.
The South Delta and the Grand Ledge/West Delta LINKS are having their Christmas party on
December 8, 6:00 p.m. to ?. Bring appetizers or desserts, and your own drinks. There will be a
nominal fee to cover expenses. If you have guests, bring them along. Location is the Comfort
Inn on Canal, just south of Saginaw. A great chance for fellowship and fun!

Please save the date for our First Pres North Delta/ North Lansing LINK Christmas
Party. It will be a potluck held at the Blankenships’ on Saturday, December 2 at 5:30
p.m. More details to follow but please plan to join us and add the date to your calendar.

HOME LINK! A special holiday meeting time is planned for SATURDAY,
DECEMBER 9 at 9:30 a.m. We'll meet at Carol Wallace's home in Mason (539 E.
South St., directions to follow). We'll enjoy a potluck brunch and a new gift activity
(explanation to follow).
South Lansing LINK - Our next lunch will be December 10 at 12:30 p.m., location
to be determined. To find out more, contact brianpdjackson@gmail.com

Thursday, December 14, 2017 – 1:00 PM
TLC will meet on Thursday, December 14 at 1:00 p.m. We are
going to Coral Gables in East Lansing. It is located at 2838 E. Grand
River Ave. Call Nan Carter (327-8585) for reservations or information. TLC is a group of
women friends from the church who meet for lunch on the second Thursday of each month.
Come celebrate the holidays with us.
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FPC Men's Group
We will gather for a time of fellowship at the home of Jim Donaldson (118
Green Meadows Dr., Lansing, 48917), 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December
12. Chili and soup will be provided. Please bring your own beverage and a
snack to share. Donations will be accepted to cover the cost of the meal.
RSVP to Brian Koon (b.koon@comcast.net or 886-9801). Men of ALL ages are welcome!

THE CELEBRATION CLUB OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
The Birthday and Anniversary Club is a way of celebrating any special event or time in
your life that you would like to remember by making a contribution to the Celebration
Club. The donation you give will be used to help build up our Endowment Fund.
Donors in 2017: Carole Orth, Todd Hendy, Erika Hendy, Abigail Hendy, Madison Hendy,
Bessie Roper, Pat Affholter, Jim & Emma Lou Knight, Shirley Cummings, Laura Wilkinson,
Deb Donaldson, Mary Lou and Chuck Gebhardt, Roger Wilkinson, Nan Carter, Roger
and Laura Wilkinson
Total received through Aug. 31, 2017: $1,042.00
Total received 2007 – Aug. 31, 2017: $30,360.71

FLOWER CALENDAR - 2018!
Signing up to provide the flowers for worship on any given
Sunday is a wonderful way to enhance our worship service, and to
remember/ celebrate/ honor special events and the people we
love. It’s easy! Just put your name on the date of your choice on
the Flower Calendar located in the hallway next to the parlor
door, and send/ give a check to the church office for the $50 cost. (Please put
“flowers” on the memo line of your check.)

SAVE THE DATE!

The Glen Erin Pipe Band again

welcomes everyone to its annual Robert Burns
Celebration, Saturday, January 27. It's an evening of
Scottish culture with dinner, music, dancing, and raffle
prizes, and featuring the Lansing Glen Erin Pipe Band.
Tickets are $45. Contact Bill Collins for tickets and
First Pres table reservations: 517-230-2506 or email
bill@pipercollins.com
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The Building and
many projects in 2017.

Grounds Committee has completed

 Scaffolding surrounded the sanctuary for most of the summer
and the window panes are now secure. They will not leak or fall
out. COST: $120,000.
 The granite steps and concrete on Ottawa have been repaired.
COST: $18,360.00
 The support columns outside the chapel have been
repaired/replaced. No more water in the elevator shaft and they
look good.  COST: $21,181.00
 Landscaping COST: $3,300.00
 Sanctuary lights replaced with LED bulbs. COST: $2,000.00
 New treads on stairs to kitchen will be done. COST: $1,946.00
 Two freezers have been replaced with a commercial
freezer. COST: $1,850.00. (Paid by a gift.)
 Grey metal railings around the outside of the building have been
painted. COST: $1,000.00 (Paid by a gift.)
 All large windows have been cleaned in November .COST:
$1,875.00
Tax season is almost upon us. If you want to give a tax free gift to the
church, we still need to:





Paint the front columns (remove the lead paint) EST: $31,960
Paint the trim on the building EST: $33, 350
More landscaping, Phase 2 EST. $7,200
Resurface the parking lot. EST: $125,000-150,000

It's been a great year for building and grounds!
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
The following discussions and/or actions occurred at the
November Session meeting:
1) Approved a request from Eagle Scout candidate and member John Fellows to sell Christmas
wreaths on November 19 and 26 after worship. Proceeds from these sales are going towards
an Eagle Scout project to enhance our church playground area with a new picnic table and
removing the old sandbox and filling it in with a grassy area.
2) Received an update from Finance Committee about the expected state of our year-end
finances.
3) Kathy Banghart provided the annual First Presbyterian Church Child Protection Policy review
as required by Presbytery. No changes were recommended to the current policy by the Youth
Education Committee and Session approved the policy as currently written.
4) Elder Brian Koon gave a report on the recent Lake Michigan Presbytery focus groups
conducted within the Presbytery regarding how the Presbytery can work smarter and address
issues facing many of its congregations. A full report of recommendations is expected at the
December Presbytery meeting.
5) Elder Pam Blair reported on recent activities conducted by the membership committee to
express to our members that we care about them through delivered Simple Suppers to busy
families, and a lunch provided for our families with infants/toddlers. She also reported that the
committee is working out a way to record Sunday attendance through a new communication
card.
6) Received written reports from all committees and Deacons.

Pastor: Rev. Stanley Jenkins
Parish Associate: Rev. Charles Herrick
Pastoral Care Assistant for Member Care:
Christine DeYonke
Director of Congregational Life &
Community Outreach: Sallie Campbell
Director of Christian Education: Kathleen Banghart

Church Administrator: Tracy Weldon
Custodian: Steve Taylor
Director of Music: Megan Higle
Organist: Sergei Kvitko
Director of Bell Choir: Shelia Conrad
Sunday Morning Host: David Jackson
Child Care Staff: Abigail Grill and
Heather Pollok
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DEACON NOTES
The Deacons continue to work at feeding our community through the Food Pantry
and holiday baskets. As we did last year, our church will provide 125 food baskets
for Thanksgiving and Christmas. By the time you read this, we will have already
prepared and distributed the Thanksgiving baskets with much help from the
congregation and we will need that help again in December, specifically the weekend
before Christmas. Packing the baskets will take place Sunday, December 17, with the
distribution on the following Monday, December 18.
This year, the Deacons will be sponsoring 3 families for the Adopt-a-family Hope
Tree, or Giving Tree, that is set up in the Chapel lounge. Please take an ornament and
purchase the gift indicated on it. Last year we were asked to keep it unwrapped as
the family would like to be involved in each gift. If that changes this year, there will
be further notification and instructions. If anyone would like to donate wrapping
paper for the three families to complete the preparation of the gifts, please contact
Sallie Campbell through the church office (482-0668).
This month, the officers will again meet in a joint meeting of Deacons and Session
including the new officers. This will take place on the 2nd Wednesday of the month,
December 13th. This will include a potluck dinner and time to get acquainted to newly
elected Deacons and Session members and their duties and say thank you to the
outgoing officers.
On the Sundays that Communion is served, the Deacons typically have a collection at
the Sanctuary exit doors. As there may have been questions about the purpose of this
particular collection, we felt it important to report it. These contributions fund the
Member Care outreach which covers costs of services, such as the home communion
that is offered to those that are visited by the Deacons Member Outreach Committee.
The Food Pantry served 183 families in October, over 400 individuals. This is up
from last year when we served 163 families.
Respectfully submitted, Debbie Donaldson
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Meet new member, Kurt Civilette!
I was born in Buffalo, New York, and raised in North Presbyterian Church, Amherst New
York, but my grandfather had roots in Michigan, was born and raised in Holland, went to
Hope College and was a Presbyterian Minister. However, I was torn out of the Presbyterian
church for a few years because I was in a men and boys choir at the Episcopal Cathedral in
downtown Buffalo.
I got incredible professional-level musical experience there at a young age, and this is probably
a main reason for my eventually becoming a professional musician.
I attended Northwestern University (Evanston, IL) for college, where I majored in French
horn performance. I started freelancing as a musician in Chicago, and took several one-year
positions in Honolulu, Charleston, and Savannah before getting a permanent job in
Albuquerque, New Mexico, where I lived from 1995-2010.
In 2010 I moved to East Lansing because my husband got a faculty appointment at MSU and
incidentally, my orchestra in Albuquerque folded. I restarted my freelance career, and luckily
there have been a lot of professional orchestra opportunities around here! I immediately
started subbing with Detroit Symphony, and eventually won 4 permanent positions in area
orchestras. I am principal horn in South Bend and Midland symphonies, and 3rd horn in Flint
and Ann Arbor.
I am now divorced, and my 2 dogs and I moved to a charming arts-and-crafts bungalow in
Moores Park, just south of Moores River Drive and east of MLK. In my new home I have 2
Airbnb spaces, which I rent for extra money. I enjoy meeting the people that come through,
it's always interesting and fun.
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FOOD PANTRY REPORT
We had 183 households visiting the pantry in October which is the second busiest
month in 2 years. Some of this increase is due to the expanded territory our pantry
serves along the MLK corridor in the 48915 zip code. There are new households also
moving into the senior and low income residences in our area. Your continued
support of the pantry is noticed by our clients who express their appreciation when
they visit it.
One of downtown neighbor churches is a regular supporter of the pantry with
delivery of food several times a month. St. Paul’s Episcopal Church’s congregation
brings food and personal items to the pantry as a means of supporting our food
mission in the downtown area. This church is working hard to raise funds to repair
their building on West Ottawa Street that was damaged by the powerful wind storm
last March, and yet they still want to contribute to our pantry. We extend many
thanks to them.
With cold weather upon us, we are collecting warm clothes and outer wear for our
clients. Please drop off at the pantry clean, gently used items. Some of our clients are
homeless and need anything we can provide.

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
12/02
12/02
12/03
12/03
12/06
12/06
12/09
12/09
12/11
12/13
12/14
12/16
12/16
12/17
12/17
12/17

Julie Keller
Katie Holbrook
Kathy Banghart
Larry Johnson
Alden Hughes
Matthew Ringlever
Ken Parr
Richard Wampler
Carolyn Heck
Polly LeTourneau
Hilda Khuri
Beverley Bockes
Sue Kinnamon
Al Banghart
Chris DeYonke
Pat Anderson

12/19
12/22
12/22
12/23
12/23
12/24
12/24
12/25
12/26
12/26
12/27
12/27
12/30
12/30
12/30
12/30

Henry Huelskamp
Bill Rye
Morgan Davies
Harry Brunet
Kim Moore
Justine Achuonjei
Marilyn Mather
Carole Orth
Charlie Phillips
Duncan Poland
Angie LeTourneau
Brendan Ringlever
Erin Schor
Linda Snyder
Peter Achuonjei
Rich Blankenship
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DECEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
December 3

December 10

December 17

December 24

December 31

Liturgists

Youth of First

Jim
Hengstebeck

Joe Ross

Greg Botting

Sam Smith

Videographers

Russ Jenks

Charlie Phillips

Sam Smith

Rich Blankenship

Bryse Friess

Greeters: Chapel

Karen & Richard
Wampler

Mary zurBurg

Gartha & Dave
Angus

Judy & Harv
Whitman

Laura & Roger
Wilkinson

Advent Wreath
Candlelighting

The Layne Family

Kurt Civilette
and James Pyle

The Schor Family

Salim & Cheryl
Makhoul and Mike &
Marie Mackoul

Christmas Eve
candlelighting

The Amabo Family

Because of the holidays, January newsletter editing time will be tight.
Therefore, the January newsletter deadline is a FIRM
December 15.
Please send your articles to Kathy Banghart,
kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org. Thank you for your support!

SNOWBIRDS - please notify the office when you will be going south!
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY
A BIG THANKS from both of us to all at First Pres! ~ John & Betty Eva
THANK YOU! Jim and I were blessed to receive wonderful meals from the FPC “Angels” in the
recovery period following my surgery for knee replacement. Thank you, specifically, to Meg
Rumfield, the “Head Angel”, Debbie Donaldson, Judy Whitman, Pam Blair, Shelia Conrad, Linda
Snyder, Bev Phillips and Josephine Powers. We were well fed and, more importantly, touched by
the Christian love and caring expressed in this instance of stepping out of a personal day to serve
another. It is witness to what First Church is all about. ~ Jo Ann and Jim Hengstebeck

ACT UPDATE - Thank you! We are going to be in Uganda from November 24December 7. We will be working with ACT to begin the administration of a high school.
During the trip we will hire a Head Teacher and other staff and lay some groundwork
for the beginning of their school year in late January. We will try to write a blog on
actuganda.org beginning about Nov 28. Thank you to everyone who supported our
ACT Uganda sale last Sunday. We raised $909!! May God bless you all while we are
gone- Sincerely Karen Viele
THE SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION IS EXTENDED to Shelia, Matt,
John, Mary and their families upon the death of Roger “Rod” Conrad, on
November 27. The memorial service was held at here on Saturday, December
2, Rev. Charles Herrick officiating.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES TO:
Al Banghart, who will be 92 on
December 17.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
ON DECEMBER 17!
FPC is among the oldest of all churches in the capital city.

1847 – 2017

170 YEARS AS A CONGREGATION, PRAISING GOD
AND SERVING GOD’S PEOPLE!

HOSPITALIZED: Carol Parr, Bob Hughes, Rev. Stan Jenkins
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“Dreams in Jeans” Service Opportunity – Josephine Powers
Each day offers opportunity to experience something new. I know that trying new things is
uncomfortable. However, Robert Frost poetically describes his thoughts by choosing “the one less
traveled by, and that has made all the difference.” Each day I purposefully look for the road less
traveled and I have never been disappointed in the treasures that lay in that path. I offer opportunities
for each of you to walk down my path, WITH me, if even for just a moment.
NWI and I welcome you to come and participate in a FUN Community Service Project for
Northwest Initiative’s Mobile Farmers Market. As you may know, NWI guides neighbors toward
living healthier lives, training to create individual resilience, as well as teaching how to live interdependently within their own community. By offering counseling sessions, stress management
training, job creation, cooking classes, and bringing healthy food to the neighborhoods for purchase,
NWI is making a difference!
The community service project, Dreams in Jeans, was created to walk down the road less taken,
together. By joint effort, we will make quality reusable shopping bags for purchase at a nominal
cost, with 100% of the proceeds going to financially support NWI Mobile Farmer’s Market.
YOU are needed! There are many different opportunities to participate in the process. First, all of the
materials have been donated: blue jeans and the lining fabric. Therefore, labor is the next concern.
The labor happens to be… YOU. Here are the basic different stages of the creative process:
Wash (DONE!), disassemble, press, trace template, cut, design, and then sew. See? You can
find a job that suits you to a tee! As each stage of the project is valuable, how can you stay
away?
This is a time for fellowship. Stay for minutes or hours. The time commitment is up to you. All the
needed tools are provided. However, if you desire, bring your own pair of scissors or sewing machine!
Food will be provided and you may always bring more food and/or a friend!
 RSVP: Josephine at powersjosephine@gmail.com or call/text: 517-627-5501
 Location: The Powers Home at 12934 Dundee Dr. Grand Ledge, MI 48837
 Dates:
December 2017:
January 2018:
Tuesday, Dec. 5 and 12 from 6:00-8:30 pm:
Tuesday, Jan 9, 16, 23 from 6:00-8:30 pm:
Saturday, Dec 9 from 10:00 am-4:00 pm:
Saturday, Jan 13 from 10:00 am-4:00 pm:
February 2018:
Tuesday, Feb 6, 13, 20, 27 from 6:00-8:30 pm:
Saturday, Feb 10 from 10:00 am-4:00 pm:

March 2018
Tuesday, Mar. 13, 20, 27 from 6-8:30 pm:
Saturday, Mar. 10 from 10am-4:00 pm:

God Bless. I hope to see you soon. --Jo
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Friday, December 1
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
Saturday, December 2
7:30 p.m.
LanSINGout Concert- ChapelSunday, Dec ember 3 1st Sunday of Advent
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship/ Communion/
Deacon offering
11:00 a.m.
Education for 4 yrs. thru 12th Grade
Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall
11:20 a.m.
Adult Education – Reception Room
11:30 a.m.
Finance Meeting- additional
3:00 p.m.
LanSINGout Concert- Chapel
6:00 p.m.
Lange Choral Ensemble - chapel
Monday, December 4
10:00 a.m.
Staff Meeting – Library
4:00 p.m.
Personnel Committee - Library
5:30 p.m.
Membership Committee - Library
6:00 p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing class
6:45 p.m.-8:15 Men of Orpheus dress rehearsal
7:00 p.m.
Bells of First Rehearsal
Tuesday, December 5
9:00 a.m.-1
AmeriCorps training- Litten Hall
9:00 a.m.-3
AARP tax training- lower
classroom
12:10 p.m.
Yoga
5:30 p.m.
Adult Education Committee –
Library
6:00 p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing class
6:30 p.m.
Bagpipers-Recep’n Room/Litten Hall
7:00 p.m.
LanSingOut rehearsal – Chapel
7:00 p.m.
Book Group – Parlor
Wednesday, December 6
9:00 a.m.-3
AARP training- Litten Hall
10:30 a.m.
Lectionary Bible Study – Library
11:30 a.m.
Endowment Comm. – Meeting Rm
Noon
Beyond Boomers luncheon
2:30 p.m.
Building & Grounds Comm.- Library
5:00 p.m.-6:30 Lansing Children’s Choir caroling
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
6:00 p.m.
Mid-Mich. Photo Club - Litten Hall
6:30 p.m.
Mission Committee – Library
Thursday, December 7
6:00 a.m.
Yoga
8:30 a.m.-2
NWI Food Distribution- Litten Hall
6:00 p.m.
Downtown Neighborhood Assoc.Library
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir rehearsal
Friday, December 8
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Saturday, December 9
8:30 a.m.-5:30p SALUS Meeting- Litten Hall
9:30 a.m.
HOME LINK @ Carol Wallace’s house
10:00 a.m.-12 Lange choir rehearsal- chapel
Sunday, December 10 2nddSunday of Advent
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship
10:10 a.m.
Children and Worship
11:00 a.m.
Education for 4 yrs. thru 12th Grade
Fellowship Hour – Lit ten Hall
11:20 a.m.
Adult Education – Reception Room
12:00 p.m.
South Lansing LINK Party- Parlor
1:30 p.m.
Lange Ensemble rehearsal - chapel
3:00 p.m.
Lange ensemble concert- chapel
Monday, December 11
10:00 a.m.
Staff Meeting – Library
6:00 p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing Class
6:00 p.m.
Bells of First Concert- Delta
Retirement Center
Tuesday, December 12
12:10 p.m.
Yoga
5:30 p.m.
Worship Committee - Library
6:00 p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing class
6:30 p.m.
Bells of First concert–
Independence Village
6:30 p.m.
Bagpipers – Recep’n Room/Litten Hall
7:00 p.m.
LanSingOut Rehearsal – Chapel
Wednesday, December 13
10:30 a.m.
Lectionary Bible Study – Library
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
6:30 p.m.
Michigan Pride Meeting - Library
6:00 p.m.
Joint Session/Deacons Meal/Meeting - Litten Hall/GIL
classroom
Thursday, December 14
6:00 a.m.
Yoga
10:00 a.m-3
NWI Bread Drop- Litten Hall
1:00 p.m.
Tender Loving Care luncheon
5:30pm-8
Loaves & Fishes Annual Meeting –
GIL classroom
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Friday, December 15
10:00 a.m.
Lange Ensemble rehearsal- chapel
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
Saturday, December 16
9:00 a.m.
Holiday Basket Prep – Litten Hall
10:00 a.m.
Challacombe memorial serviceChapel

Yoga
S. Delta/W.Delta/Grand Ledge LINK
Party – Comfort Inn
Men of Orpheus Concert- Chapel
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Sunday, December 17 3rd Sunday of Advent
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship
10:10 a.m.
Children and Worship
11:00 a.m.
Education for 4 yrs. thru 5th Grade
12:30 p.m.
Holiday Basket packing – Litten Hall
Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall
11:30 p.m.
Finance Committee - Library
12:00 p.m.
Blue Christmas Service- Chapel
Monday, December 18
12:00 p.m.
Holiday Baskets – Litten Hall
10:00 a.m.
Staff Meeting – Library
6:00 p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing class
7:00 p.m.
Bells of First rehearsal
6:30 p.m.
LanSINGout Board Meeting - Chapel
Tuesday, December 19
12:10 p.m.
Yoga
6:00 p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing class
6:00 p.m.
Mid-Michigan Photo Club Officers
Meeting- Library
6:30 p.m.
Bagpipers – Reception Room/Litten Hall
7:00 p.m.
LanSingOut Rehearsal – Chapel
Wednesday, December 20
10:30 a.m.
Lectionary Bible Study – Library
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir rehearsal
Thursday, December 21
6:00 a.m.
Yoga
8:30 a.m.-2
NWI Food Distribution- Litten Hall
Friday, December 22
Church office closed at noon
Saturday, December 23
Sunday, December 24 4TH Sunday of Advent CHRISTMAS EVE
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship / Christmas Joy offering received
10:10 a.m.
Children and Worship
Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall
7:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve Service
Monday, December 25 CHRISTMAS DAY
Office Closed all week
Food Pantry is closed all week
Tuesday, December 26
NorthWest Initiative open Tuesday - Thursday
12:10 p.m.
Yoga
Wednesday, December 27
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
6:00 p.m.
Lansing Area Human Rights Board Meeting – Library
Thursday, December 28
6:00 a.m.
Yoga
10:00 a.m-3 NorthWest Initiative Bread Drop- Litten Hall
Friday, December 29
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
Saturday, December 30
Sunday, December 31 NEW YEARS EVE
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship/ 2 Cents a Meal Offering received
11:00 a.m.
Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall
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