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Newsletter of the First Presbyterian Church                                          510 W. Ottawa St., Lansing, MI  48933  

(517) 482-0668               Office hours:  8:00 a.m.-Noon, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

On Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/LansingFirstPresbyterian    Our website:  http://lansingfirstpres.com 

 

Un-decorate the Church Day  

Sunday, January 7 
 

After worship on January 7, we will be putting away our Advent finery!  If you can “un-do” 

what you did on Church Decorating Day (November 26), that would be wonderful!  If you 

weren’t able to participate on November 26, though, there will be ways that you can help 

this day. 

 

Our goal is to return everything to storage, all neatly packed up, ready to bring out again.  If 

you’re not sure what to do, find Gwen Botting, JoAnn Hengstebeck or Josephine Powers.  For 

all our hard workers, a simple but delicious meal will be provided in the kitchen hallway after 

your efforts have been completed.  Thank you!   (Note:  There is no Adult Forum 

programming this day.) 

 
 

Lansing Children’s Choir Invites YOU to their Concert! 
Saturday, January 20   4:00 p.m. 

 
The choirs have been working hard on their music and are getting anxious to sing 

for an audience.  Artistic Director, Megan Higle, and Executive Director, Ben English, hope that you will be 
able to come out to support this community group, which is currently underwritten by the Mission 
Committee of First Presbyterian Church.  The Lansing Children’s Choir primary focus is to be a safe place 
for the children and youth of Lansing and its neighboring communities to express their creative side 
through music.  We learn a variety of styles and languages of children’s choir literature all while having 
fun.  

 

Lansing Symphony Orchestra Chamber Series Concert 
January 21      3:00 p.m. 
Molly Grove Chapel 
Richard Sherman, Artistic Director 
 

Seunghee Lee, violin 
Roman Kosarev, viola 
Nathaniel Pierce, cello 

Zhihua Tang, piano 
 

Music by Brahms and Rubinstein 

The First Epistle 
      Worship, Serve, Grow  

January 2018 

 

https://www.facebook.com/LansingFirstPresbyterian
http://lansingfirstpres.com/
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Epiphany, as the Companion to the Book of 

Common Worship reminds us, “is the celebration of 

God’s manifestation or self-revelation to the world in 

Jesus Christ.”  If, on Christmas, we celebrate the 

birth of Jesus, during Epiphany (which begins on January 6 and runs 

through the first Sunday before Ash Wednesday) we celebrate what 

that birth means.  Specifically, we celebrate that in Jesus, God 

became fully human that we might know God and be reconciled to 

God through him. 

 This self-revelation is symbolized by the Star of Bethlehem, 

which led the Magi to the Holy Child, and its scope is further 

exemplified in the fact that the Magi were Gentiles.  God is revealed 

in Jesus not only to the Jews, but to all who have eyes to see and 

ears to hear. This is a time of light, a celebration of light, the light in 

one another—in those of us who are familiar and in those of us who 

are strangers—a glimpsing of the “light of the world!”—a light which 

Jesus identifies both as his own and as shining in those who follow 

him.   

 Indeed, during Epiphany we celebrate that God has made 

God’s self  known to us, that the wall of hostility separating one from 

another has been torn down, the curtain rent and all barriers keeping 

us from God’s love have been destroyed and overcome!   Because 

God became human, through the Grace of God we can know God in 

humanity—in our own, in the humanity of others—we can come to 

know the love of God in loving one another, in lifting one another up, 

in forgiving one another, in rejoicing in one another. 

 The worldly decree that enmity between peoples—bigotry and 

hatred, injustice and judgment, low corruption in high places—must 

always win out—has been repealed in our recognition of God, the 

recognition of the Divine in the face of one another, and most 

especially in the face of our newborn King!  Epiphany marks our 

testimony, our liberation and our hope during times of darkness.  Divine mercy has set up 

housekeeping in our midst—Love, itself dwells amongst us.  

 If Jesus is the gift we receive on Christmas, Epiphany is the never-fully completed unwrapping 

of that present.  Let us remember as January turns to February and the days remain dark and drear 

that the light still shines in you and in me—in the ones we love—and in the ones who are different 

from us—because God, through Jesus Christ, dwells in the heart of humanity.  It is our job to testify to 

the light, proclaim it and to let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.   
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

YOUNG CHILDREN AND WORSHIP  

Children and Worship is age-appropriate worship for children ages 4 years through 3rd grade.  

We have been delighted to offer this program for our young children for the past 4 years or 

so, and believe that it has helped them to growth in their faith, as they experienced worship 

at their developmental level.  However, the children for whom this program is designed have 

“aged out” of it.    

 

So we will put our Children and Worship program on hiatus until our youngest children are old 

enough.  Children of all ages continue to be welcome in our worship in the sanctuary.  There 

will continue to be worship bags and children’s activity bulletins available for them in the 

narthex (back of the sanctuary).  Younger children are also welcome in our Child Care 

Center, which is located on the main floor in the northwest corner, and is staffed by long-

time professional care givers, Abigail Grill and Heather Pollok.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES continues to occur immediately following worship.  Younger 

should meet Mrs. Banghart at the front of the sanctuary and she will escort them downstairs.  

MUSIC WITH MS. MEGAN FOR OUR YOUNGER GROUP will continue to happen upstairs in the 

choir room (the children are brought there by Mrs. Banghart) from approximately 11:40 a.m. 

– Noon.  At Noon, the children will be brought downstairs to meet you in the parlor area!  If 

you have any questions, please talk with Kathy Banghart. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY 

  

 January 7     Class for Younger Group; No class for 

Middle or Senior High Youth  

(Un-Decorate  day)  

 January 14    Class for all ages 

 January 21    Class for all ages 

 January 28    Class for All ages 

 

 Younger Group meets on the lower Level, classroom nearest the kitchen. 

 Middle High Youth meet in the Youth room, lower level, Eastern end of the 

hallway. 

 Senior High Youth meet in the Meditation Room, on the main floor, outside of 

the Chapel.  

 

 

 

 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE – CONFIRMATION CLASS 2018 
Led by Rev. Jenkins 

 
Confirmation Class 2018 will begin Sunday, February 25, and continue 
over 10 weeks (taking a break March 25 and April 1) and concluding on 
Sunday, April 29.  Those who are joining the church will be received in 

worship on Pentecost, May 20.   Confirmation is for youth 7TH – 12TH 
grades.  More information will be forthcoming. 
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SUNDAY MORNING ADULT FORUM 2018 
All are welcome! 

(11:20-12:20 Adult Ed Room downstairs) 
All are welcome to join in discussion of significant and timely topics. 

 (Childcare is available through this time.) 
 

January 7  

It’s Un-decorating Day! It’s a time to enjoy the camaraderie of working together. 
(No Adult Forum) 

 

January 14  

Today we are pleased to have Joan Jackson Johnson, Director of the Human Relations and 
Community Services Department for the City of Lansing since 2006, visiting with us.  Dr. 
Johnson, affectionately known as 'Triple J,' is dedicated to the struggles of the poor and 
vulnerable. She has advanced many programs that focus on improving the lives of poor 
children and families, food security, and homelessness.  
 

 

THREE-WEEK SERIES BIBLE STUDY 
 

January 21 through February 4 
Drop-ins welcome! 

 
Many members have requested that we offer more in the way of 
Bible study (in addition to Wednesday mornings).  Elder Ceci 
Anderson, teacher and longtime student of the Bible, has 
stepped forward to lead us in working through some basic 

questions of our faith during Adult Forum. 
     She will be using the PC(USA) material "Faith Questions," challenging us to grow our faith 
by responding to questions that were originally posed by youth in our denomination. 
 
    Jan 21 – How Did the Bible Come to Be?  Why Study It? 
    Jan 28 – The Gospels – How Are They Similar yet Different? 
    Feb. 4 – The Letters – Why Read Old News? 
 

Come to all three or as many as you can! 



5 
 

 
 

   CONGREGATIONAL LIFE/ COMMUNITY OUTREACH NEWS          
Sallie Campbell, Director 

 
 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE   

  

Happy 2018!  Wow, the years go by faster all the time!  I would like to 

express sincere gratitude to EVERYONE who helped with the Urban 

Plunge event in November, not only from the leadership of the event, 

but also from the youth of our church.  Many people who attended the 

event (young and old) commented on the number of members from our 

congregation who provided so much support and encouragement.  Your 

presence was noticed and appreciated.  They also commented on our 

church itself.  We have such a beautiful building and the location provided us the opportunity to 

take the group to the Capitol on Saturday evening for devotions that connected our theme, 

“Change the World with Love; Romans 13:10 …love is the fulfilling of the law,” on the steps 

of a legislative institution.  It was very powerful and appreciated by everyone.  We had about 125 

people in attendance and provided service to about 17 different organizations around the 

Lansing area.  Thanks to some financial help from the Deacons, the participants were also able to 

go to the Westside YMCA to enjoy the facility, and shower after a long, cold, wet day of work.  The 

Urban Plunge is an annual event put on by Lake Michigan Presbytery, for the youth from all the 

region’s churches.   

 

Mark your calendars for another annual youth event!  The 

United Church of Big Rapids (Presbyterian Church USA & United 

Church of Christ UCC) is hosting Winter Fest, February 2-4, 

2018. This event is designed for Middle and High School Youth and 

includes outdoor winter activities (skiing, etc.), as well as 

fellowship, fun and worship for all.  More information will be 

coming soon. 
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
 

Thanks to our new AmeriCorps member, Allie Maldonado, food pantry clients 

will be experiencing “sampling” of nutritious recipes that they can make at home 

with ingredients from the pantry.  Allie will be making food to share (sample) 

with clients, who will also be encouraged to participate in a new cooking class to 

learn how to make that recipe, and more.  These classes will be held once a 

month on Tuesday mornings, from 11:00 -12:30 (beginning January 23), and 

will be made available to all pantry clients as well as community members and 

anyone else who might like to participate.  If you would like to come, we would love to see you 

there, and bring a friend! There are also classes on the last Monday of each month from 5:00 – 

7:00 p.m. and we are always looking for new people to help lead and share recipes.  All of these 

classes are held in the First Pres kitchen.  Contact Allie at Alexandriam@nwlansing.org, or talk 

to Sallie in the church office. 

Another service opportunity is the Weekend Survival Backpack program, 

through NorthWest Initiative.  This program packs bags of food (assembly-

line style) that will feed a family over the weekend when the kids aren’t 

receiving their meals at school.  Approximately 850 bags are packed twice a 

month for families in the Lansing School District.  The dates for packing in 

January are Wednesdays, January 17 and 31, from 5:30-8:30 p.m., at Hill 

Center.  You can volunteer as an individual, or along with a group.  For 

more information, please contact Allie at Alexandriam@nwlansing.org, or 

talk to Sallie in the church office.  

 

MISSION UPDATES (posted on Mission bulletin board) 

Rev. Pamela Fulton started ADVENT HOUSE MINISTRIES 30 years ago.  

“We called it Advent House because that weekend (when we started) 

opened the Advent season-the season of waiting, expectancy and hope.  It 

is a good name, for the people who come are waiting for something to 

happen, for better days.  Some of them have hope, some have lost it.  At Advent House we try to 

rebuild that hope.”   

PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE SENT thank you letters for donations from the 

church and individuals for hurricane relief.   

OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE BLIND sent a thank you for support of their summer camps. 

mailto:Alexandriam@nwlansing.org
mailto:Alexandriam@nwlansing.org
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A letter from Justin Sundberg, serving in Nicaragua 
 

Cucumbers: Good for God’s Journey 

September 20, 2017  
 
This has been an incredible year for Renée and me and our work with CEPAD in Nicaragua. In 
every sense, you have been an integral part of this! 
 
The improbable story that follows is one you’ve helped make possible. Read on and be 
encouraged! You should feel great about your investment of money and love and prayer. 
The story starts with awful. And moves to awesome. 
 
Almost all Nicaraguans face daunting daily challenges, including very difficult access to food, 
water and a good education. Nicaraguans also face unrelenting heat. (Renée and I often feel like 
crayons on a car dashboard.) Add to this daily sweat-bath a bloody history of war, earthquakes 
and foreign domination. 
 
Nicaragua’s heat and its past misery made Renée and me not only physically buckle, but at 
moments emotionally break even though we only lived its painful past vicariously. And although 
the heat and a tragic history have worn down even the heartiest of Nicaraguans, they still breathe 
in God and radiate hopefulness, generosity, graciousness and hospitality. 
 
God’s work through CEPAD is a big part of Nicaragua’s history and its hope for today. After a few 
months of working with CEPAD, rural communities are able to access things that we enjoy easily 
in the United States — electricity, potable water, improved roads and gardens. 
 
Cristóbal’s story demonstrates the wonder of a big garden. As you consider it, think about the 
good we are doing together.  
 

When I met Cristóbal, he smiled when he told me about trying to grow his first vegetable. 
Cristóbal is from a hot and humid part of Nicaragua that is marginally suited for growing 
produce. Like most Nicaraguans, his diet is basically beans and rice. 
 
On a good day, there is enough rice and beans to fill his stomach. On a really good day, Cristóbal 
might add tortillas or coffee or cheese. So, when CEPAD began to talk about growing vegetables, it  
seemed a strange idea. 

 
Cucumbers, for example.  New daily joy and sustenance. 
 
His first ones turned out big and juicy! He gushed, “They are so refreshing! I can 
take two or three and they sustain me on a long journey.” 
 
Holy smokes. Cucumbers?! Could he be serious? Sustaining him for a long 
journey?! Surely cucumbers cannot be important to life in any meaningful way. 
But this is exactly how Cristóbal feels. He spent several minutes explaining the  
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Mission – Cucumbers continued… 

 
“refreshing” to me: the “juiciness,” the “crunchiness” and the “sweetness.” 
 
Imagine how Cristóbal will feel after CEPAD finishes working with him for a period of five years. 
By then, he will have learned to grow 25 different kinds of fruits and vegetables. Being able to 
grow vegetables creates layers of blessings for Nicaraguan families: harvests of pride, income and 
improved health. 
 
For example, the diabetes that plagues so many in Nicaragua has new “enemies” because of 
Cristobal’s family’s recently varied diet! And the really fun part is seeing his children’s reactions. 
Cristóbal told me that they were not interested in cucumbers at first. But once he prevailed on 
them to give them a try, his kids could not get enough. In fact, they beg for them, especially on 
school days, because they keep them fed and hydrated in a refreshing way that rice and beans do 
not.. 
 
Because CEPAD works in 42 communities, there are 100s of “Cristóbals” and 1000s of children 
whose lives and livelihoods are being replanted by God’s goodness through CEPAD. 
 
We are so grateful that you have continued to partner with us. Nicaragua is a forgotten country 
by most. We know that someday soon, for one sad reason or another, Nicaragua will have 
another terrible and dark chapter written in its history. But CEPAD’s light, which is the light of 
Christ, will shine even brighter in that darkness because of you. This beautiful, needy country 
nearly matches Haiti’s despair in the south. Life is very hard for most people, even in these “best 
of times” void of earthquakes and war. 
 
We’re so grateful that we can change this reality for many. 
 
May God plant fertile, bountiful and beautiful gardens in your hearts and grow you with peace 
and hope. May Christ sustain you at home and at work. And may the Holy Spirit urge you to keep 
seeking a more just world for all. 
 
With much love and gratitude,  Justin and Renée Sundberg 
PCUSA Mission Co-workers 
 
(Cristóbal visited First Presbyterian Lansing in 2016.  Members took him to an apple orchard and he enjoyed picking 
apples and rejoiced in eating fresh apples!) 
 
 

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE TEAM  
 
No sign ups, just show up any Sunday Morning.  Meet at 
9:20 a.m. by the Molly Grove Chapel to help with little 
tasks such as coffee hosts, guides, greeters, or ushers.  
See you some Sunday to serve! 
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THE NICARAGUAN PARTNERSHIP is 

planning a mission trip to Nicaragua 

July 24-Aug 1, 2018. We will assemble 

and install water filters in rural homes. This is 

a trip for adults, college students and 

teens.   The Nicaraguan Partnership with 

CEPAD (Nicaraguan Council of Protestant 

Churches) officially started in 1994.  Groups 

have been going to the Nueva Guinea region of 

Nicaragua since 1992. CEPAD provides 

transportation, translators, housing and meals 

for the delegation.  Approximately 160 members of our Presbytery from 30 different churches 

have traveled in delegations to Nueva Guinea. You will be staying with a Nicaraguan 

family for about 4-6 days and will be able to learn about the work of CEPAD in 

promoting small patio farms and vegetable gardens for the poorest of the poor which 

helps them provide better nutrition foods for their families.  (2 cents a meal offering 

helps to support patio projects).  Are you ready for an international mission trip 

experience?  Applications for the trip are available from Carol Wallace. The cost will be 

approximately $1700, with scholarship money available from the Presbytery upon 

request.  A $100 deposit is required with the application.  The trip will be limited to 15 people. 

Carol Wallace, cwallace145@sbcglobal.net  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

Thank you to everyone who has pledged for 2018 to support our 

church financially.  We have received some new pledges and almost 

all of the members pledging last year have returned their cards.  If 

you have not returned a pledge card yet, please do so as soon as 

possible because the 2018 church budget is being completed and we 

need to know how much revenue will be available.  If you never 

have pledged before, there still is time to fill out a card and return it 

to church.  Thanks be to God for your continued support of the 

church.   

 

mailto:cwallace145@sbcglobal.net
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MUSIC NOTES 
 

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made… 
Psalm 139:14 

 
Our celebration of the Word made Flesh continues into the month of January. We praise our generous and 
loving God for the beauty of creation and for His constancy in His love for His people – us! 
 
Our lectionary follows Jesus as he is baptized, begins to call his apostles, and performs a miracle by casting out 
demons. The Epistle lessons tell us to “let go and let God.”  In the Old Testament God creates, God calls and 
God sends us out.  The psalmist reminds us that praise can also take the form of silence and waiting.  
 
The choir will prepare and offer a brand new anthem Psalm of Devotion by Joseph Martin on January 14. I have 
found the words to be quite beautiful, and they sum up, at least for me, the thread of scripture, hymns and 
anthems for the month of January. 
  

Lord, you have searched me, Father, you know me. 
Your Spirit knows when I rest or rise. 
My every care is known, I never walk alone, I cannot wander from Your eyes. 
 
Where can I hide from Your Spirit? I am surrounded by Your boundless grace. 
Where can I go? If I ride the wings of dawn, You are my morning song, 
I rest secure in Your embrace. 
 
You are my Maker, You are Creator. 
You spoke the Word and there was life! 
You are my Maker, my Keeper and Sustainer. 
I am Your design formed by Your love divine. 
Lord, I am Yours and You are mine. 
 
Lord, You created me in my mother’s womb, You knit me with infinite care. 
In such amazing ways You crafted me for praise. 
You gave me love and life to share. 
Come, now, and search me, Lord, I surrender all. 
Come, and speak to me Your perfect Word of love. 
Look deep within my heart, and let the healing start, raise me to higher things above! 

 
Some of the hymns we will sing during the month of January: 

I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry (STF 2051); Here I am, Lord (PH 525); Two Fisherman (STF 
2101); All Creatures of Our God and King (PH 455); Be Thou My Vision (PH 339) 

 
Some of the choral anthems presented during the month of January: 

“My Son the Beloved” by David Blackwell; “You Are Wonderfully Made” by Pepper Choplin; “Lord of 
the Dance” arr. Don Hart; “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” arr. Craig Courtney; “Confitemini Domino” by 
Greg Gilpin 

 
The music staff continually prays that the music you experience during our worship services fills you, uplifts 
you and sustains you through the cold. 

~ Megan 
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Book Group 
If you like to read and discuss good books, consider meeting with us in the church parlor. 

Tuesday   January 2   7:00 p.m. 
 
Sycamore Row by John Grisham 
 
One of the most popular novels of our time, A Time to Kill established John 
Grisham as the master of the legal thriller.  Now we return to Ford County as Jake 
Brigance finds himself embroiled in a fiercely controversial trial that exposes a 
tortured history of racial tension.  Seth Hubbard is a wealthy man dying of lung 
cancer. He trusts no one. Before he hangs himself from a sycamore tree, Hubbard 
leaves a new, handwritten will. It is an act that drags his adult children, his black 
maid, and Jake into a riveting and dramatic conflict. Why would Hubbard leave 
nearly all of his fortune to his maid? Had chemotherapy and painkillers affected 
his ability to think clearly?  And what does it all have to do with a piece of land 
once known as Sycamore Row?      Discussion led by Del Rector. 
 
Tuesday   February 6   7:00 p.m. 
 

100 Years of Solitude by Gabriel Garcia Marquez 
 
One Hundred Years of Solitude is a 1967 novel by Colombian author Gabriel 
García Márquez that tells the story of the rise and fall, birth and death of the 
mythical town of Macondo through the history of the Buendia family.  Inventive, 
amusing, magnetic, sad, and alive with unforgettable men and women—
brimming with truth, compassion, and a lyrical magic that strikes the soul—this 
novel is a masterpiece in the art of fiction.   Discussion led by Sharon Carr. 

 
Tuesday   March 6   7:00 p.m. 
 
For Richer, For Poorer by Barbara Edema 

Life at Loving the Lord Community Church in Cherish, Michigan, isn't always 
easy. Learning how to adjust to a new marriage while caring for her many 
parishioners keeps Pastor Maggie on her toes. And things get more complicated 
as she prepares a group of church folks for the coming holidays—AND a two-
week mission trip to Ghana, Africa.  While in Ghana, the expectations of good-
hearted people clash with the real needs of the local people.  Maggie’s 
frustration boils over and her plans begin to crumble.  As her spiritual beliefs are 
threatened, Maggie knows her ministry will be transformed once she returns from Ghana. But will she 
be the richer or the poorer for it?  Discussion led by Barbara Edema. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1967_in_literature
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Novel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colombian_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gabriel_Garc%C3%ADa_M%C3%A1rquez
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gabriel_Garc%C3%ADa_M%C3%A1rquez
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NOW THAT THE WEATHER IS GETTING COLDER  

If you have any coats, boots, hats, mittens, gloves, or 

scarves that you no longer need, please consider donating them to the 

food pantry.  A coat rack and two cardboard boxes are located in the Hall 

of Pioneers to place your donations.  Please hang the coats on the 

hangers provided and place other winter gear in the boxes.  One is for 

children sizes and the other for adult.  Your gift will be much appreciated!   

 

              

 

      

                                               FPC Green Group Forming   

Over the years, we have looked at this issue in a variety of ways, and thought it would be a 

good idea to pull like-minds together to see if there are other things we might do as a 

church with regard to this subject.  If you are interested in participating in an advisory 

group to address ecological concerns of the church, please come to a meeting 

Tuesday, January 16, at 5:30 p.m., or give your thoughts/ comments/ concerns to 

Sallie Campbell (scampbell@lansingfirstpres.org) or Kathy Banghart 

(kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org). 

Beyond Boomers Luncheon will be held 

on Wednesday, January 3 at 12:00 noon in the 
church parlor. Please join this group for a simple 
but delicious meal of soup, salads and dessert. 

This is a free lunch with no strings attached. 
Those present enjoy a light meal and fellowship 

with friends old and new. All are welcome to 
join us! 

 

TLC will not meet in January. 

The February date will be announced 

later. 
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LinK NEWS 
 

The Eastside LINK group is returning to the 3rd Saturday format. We will 

also return to the Grand Traverse Pie Company in East Lansing (Brookfield 

Plaza) on January 20 at 9:30 a.m.  If you have any questions or comments, 

please call or text Karen Wampler or Kathe Smith. See you there! 

 

 

DEWITT – NORTHEAST LANSING LINK   Our January meeting will be at the church in the 

parlor, right after worship on Sunday, January 21 for a soup/ bread luncheon.  It is a potluck 

for a nice, no doubt cold, January Sunday afternoon. 

The Grand Ledge/West Delta LINK group will resume our monthly breakfast at 9:00 

a.m. on the second Saturday, January 13, 2018 at Dimitri’s.   

 

The Grand Ledge/West Delta LINK Group combined with the South Delta LINK 

Group for a very festive Christmas party on December 8. This was the fourth year 

the groups combined for a well- attended and fun evening.  A huge thank you 

to Dart Hartgerink, Judy Davis and Josephine Powers for their work in 

coordinating this event.   

 

 

South Delta LINK will meet at Dimitri’s on January 20 (and continuing on third 

Saturdays) at 9:00 a.m.   

 

The North Delta/North Lansing LINK group will be having a snowman themed potluck to 

welcome 2018 on Saturday, January 6, at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Rich and Jackie 

Blankenship.  Please bring a dish to pass and your own beverage.  RSVP please either by 

phone or e-mail.  Come join us. 

 

HOME LINK will welcome in the new year on Saturday, January 20, at Delhi Cafe for 

breakfast @ 9:00 a.m. 

 

South Lansing LINK will resume our regular schedule of 4th Sunday lunch on January 21 

about noon, at location to be determined. For info, email brianpdjackson@gmail.com. 

mailto:brianpdjackson@gmail.com
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THE CELEBRATION CLUB OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

The Birthday and Anniversary Club is a way of 

celebrating any special event or time in your life 

that you would like to remember by making a 

contribution to the Celebration Club.  The donation 

you give will be used to help build up our Endowment Fund.  

 

Donors in 2017:  Carole Orth, Todd Hendy, Erika Hendy, Abigail Hendy, Madison Hendy, 

Bessie Roper,  Pat Affholter, Jim & Emma Lou Knight, Shirley Cummings, Laura Wilkinson, Deb 

Donaldson, Mary Lou and Chuck Gebhardt, Roger Wilkinson, Nan Carter, Roger and Laura 

Wilkinson 

 

Total received through Nov. 30, 2017:   $1,042.00  

Total received 2007 – Nov. 30, 2017:    $30,360.71  

 

 
 

FLOWER CALENDAR - 2018! 
 
Signing up to provide the flowers for worship on any given 
Sunday is a wonderful way to enhance our worship service, and 
to remember/ celebrate/ honor special events and the people 
we love.  It’s easy!  Just put your name on the date of your 
choice on the Flower Calendar located in the hallway next to 
the parlor door, and send/ give a check to the church office for 
the $50 cost.  (Please put “flowers” on the memo line of your check.)   
 
 
 
 
             

 
 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE!  The Glen Erin Pipe Band again 

welcomes everyone to its annual Robert Burns 

Celebration, Saturday, January 27. It's an evening of 

Scottish culture with dinner, music, dancing, and raffle 

prizes, and featuring the Lansing Glen Erin Pipe Band. 

Tickets are $45. Contact Bill Collins for tickets and 

First Pres table reservations: 517-230-2506 or email 

bill@pipercollins.com 

 

 

mailto:bill@pipercollins.com
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Dreams in Jeans – Josephine Powers 

Part 2: 

 
Friends and family of First Pres., Dreams in Jeans was accidently 

created by me . . . AND YOU! Here is another part of the story: 

 

Many years ago, Howard and I made the choice to have my primary job 

be ‘stay-at-home mom-and-wife.’ With a bit of fear and the spirit of adventure, I left my military and 

Michigan State Police (Motor Carrier) jobs behind.  I (painfully) became a humble servant to my 

family as we made many readjustments, especially to one income. With time on my hands and having a 

strong desire to sew, I boldly asked the O’Neill family for their old jeans. (They had two boys going 

through growth spurts!)  With great skepticism, Jeff and Sam handed me bags full of worn, torn, and 

tattered jeans.  My passion was born for reusing family and friends’ blue jeans to create blankets, totes, 

and many other gifts. This path (less traveled) occurred because of their generosity, and my belief that 

usable beauty could be created from discarded jeans.  Over time, experience, and especially due to your 

approval, the community service project, Dreams in Jeans, was born. You were there from the very 

beginning and will remain until the end. 

 

To reiterate, Dreams in Jeans was created to walk down the road less taken, together.  By joint 

effort, we will make quality, reusable shopping bags for purchase at a nominal cost, with 100% of the 

proceeds going to financially support NWI Mobile Farmer’s Market. 

 

YOU are needed! There are many different opportunities to participate in the process.  First, all 

of the materials have been donated: blue jeans and the lining fabric.  Therefore, labor is the next 

concern.  The labor happens to be… YOU.  Here are the basic different stages of the creative process:  

disassemble, press, trace template, cut, design, and then sew.  See?  You can find a job that suits you 

to a tee!  As each stage of the project is valuable, how can you stay away?  Remember, this is an 

opportunity for fellowship.  Stay for minutes or hours.  The time commitment is up to you.  All tools 

are provided.  However, if you desire, bring your own pair of scissors or sewing machine! Food will 

be provided and you may always bring more food and/or a friend!  

 

At the request of many, I have opened a time slot during the day on Tuesdays, from 2-4pm.   

 

RSVP:  Josephine at powersjosephine@gmail.com or call/text: 517-627-5501 

Location:  The Powers Home at 12934 Dundee Dr. Grand Ledge, MI 48837 

 

January 2018 
 

Tuesdays, January 9, 16, 23 from 2:00 - 4:00p.m. and 6:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday, January 13 from 10:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m: 

 

God Bless.  I hope to see you soon.  –Jo 

mailto:powersjosephine@gmail.com
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

 

The December joint Deacons/ Session meeting was cancelled due to inclement 

weather.  They will meet instead in January. 

 

 

NOTES 
 
 
 
A big “Thank You” to everyone who helped the deacons with the Holiday baskets this year.  This activity 
was chaired by Deacon Buni Bailey.  We all enjoyed Buni’s artwork inside the entrance from the parking 
lot this year as well!  The congregation packed 148 Thanksgiving baskets and 125 Christmas baskets for 
needy families from our Food Pantry participants.  This is a volume increase of 25% over prior years. The 
cost of each basket was $45.00. 
 
The Angel Team has been increasingly busy.  Since its inception in May, the Angel Team has picked up 
more and more activities.  Our assignments have involved transportation, companionship, respite care, 
and meal preparation and delivery. 
 
Do you know who the members of the Angel Team are?  They are Nan Carter, Judy Hartgerink, 
Josephine Powers, Buni Bailey, Linda Snyder, Shelia Conrad, Judy Whitman, Verd Rumfield, and Debbie 
Donaldson.  Meg Rumfield is the group coordinator. 
 
Did you know there are really two Angel Teams?  The second Angel Team is comprised of people who 
prepare and deliver meals for congregation members who are just home for the hospital or who are 
experiencing a short term family disruption.  In addition to the Angel Team members listed above, Pam 
Blair, Beverly Phillips, Jackie Blankenship, and Mary Lou Gebhardt participate in the Angel Team for 
Meals. 
 
Both Angel Teams are ready to help out.  So give us a call at 517-243-4430 when you have a need! 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Meg Rumfield 
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2018 Per Capital Assessment 

The 2018 per capita assessment is $28.98.  “Per capita” is the per-member assessment each 

congregation pays to support the administrative costs of our denomination (Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.), including Presbytery of Lake Michigan, Synod of the Covenant, and General Assembly).  

Please consider a separate check for this important work in addition to your pledge for support of 

our church and missions.  ALSO – Please consider also using the first envelope in your pledge 

box – Initial Offering Envelope – which helps offset the cost of the envelopes themselves!   

 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

1/01  Rick Bennett 

1/01  Rebecca Smith 

1/03  Jan Hines 

1/03  Andrew Fawaz 

1/04  Bessie Roper 

1/04  Margo Ross 

1/06  Karen Rude 

1/06  Julie Holbrook 

1/06  Liz Bales 

1/07  Jack Fuller 

1/07  Kelsey Gallimore 

1/08  Shelia Conrad 

1/12  Gwen Botting 

1/17  Darla Jackson  

1/17  Ireland Gallimore 

1/18  Helen Toebe 

1/18  Susan Affholter 

1/18  Jerry Keller 

1/22  Brian Koon 

1/23  Krista Botting 

1/24  Betty Eva 

1/25  Charlie Palmer 

1/25  Claude Fawaz 

1/26  Glenn Ross 

1/28  Michael DeYonke 

1/29  Jackie Metzger 

1/29  James Pyle 

1/30  Ylani Roper 

1/31  Ralph Johnston 

1/31  Dart Hartgerink 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor:  Rev. Stanley Jenkins     Church Administrator:  Tracy Weldon 
Parish Associate:  Rev. Charles Herrick   Custodian:  Steve Taylor 
Pastoral Care Assistant for Member Care:     Director of Music:  Megan Higle 

Christine DeYonke     Organist:  Sergei Kvitko 
Director of Congregational Life &    Director of Bell Choir:  Shelia Conrad 
Community Outreach:  Sallie Campbell   Sunday Morning Host:  David Jackson 
Director of Christian Education:  Kathleen Banghart          Child Care Staff:  Abigail Grill and 

        Heather Pollok 
         
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

SNOW POLICY 

The church office will not open on those days when 

the State of Michigan has closed due to unsafe 

driving conditions. 
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JANUARY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

 
THE SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION IS EXTENDED to the family of 

Jacquelyne “Jackie” Cunningham, who died December 10.  The memorial 

service was held at here on Saturday, December16, Rev. Dr. Barbara Edema 

officiating.  

HOSPITALIZED:  JoAnn Hengstebeck   

 

 

 

 

 
  

  

 January 7 January 14 January 21 January 28 

 
Liturgists 

   
Sheri DeMarco                           

 
Alyse Collins 

 
Bill Marx 

 
Erin Schor 

 
Videographers 

 
Russ Jenks 

 
Charlie Phillips 

 
Sam Smith 

 
Rich Blankenship 

 
Greeters:   Chapel  
 
           Chestnut St. 

 
John & Betty Eva 
 
The Ringlever 
Family      

 
Carol Squires 
 
Dick Poland 
 

 
The Fellows Family 
 
 (both doors) 
 

 
Russ & Sue Jenks 
 
Judy Davis 

The February newsletter deadline is January 15.  Please send 

your articles to Kathy Banghart, kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org.   
 

ANNUAL REPORTS from all committees and groups of the church are due 

electronically to Tracy in the church office by Friday, January 5.  

(tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org).   Thank you! 

 

mailto:kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org
mailto:tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org
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Monday, January 1  NEW YEAR’S DAY  
9:00a.m.-11 Andrew Schor Inaugural Prayer 

Breakfast- Litten Hall  
Tuesday, January 2  
10:00 a.m.     Staff Meeting 
12:10 p.m.     Yoga  
6:30 p.m.        Bagpipers-Reception Rm/ Litten Hall 

7:00 p.m.        Book Group – Parlor 
Wednesday, January 3 
10:30 a.m.      Lectionary Bible Study  
Noon               Beyond Boomers Luncheon 
2:30 p.m.        Building & Grounds Committee 
6:00 p.m.       Mid-Michigan Photo Club –Litten 

Hall/Reception Room 

6:00 p.m.        Yoga 
6:30 p.m.          Mission Committee – Library 
Thursday, January 4 
6:00 a.m.        Yoga 
8:30 a.m-3       NorthWest Initiative Food Drop- 

Litten Hall  
6:00 p.m.        Downtown Neighborhood  
  Association - Library 
7:00 p.m.      Chancel Choir rehearsal 
Friday, January 5    Annual reports are due 
6:00 p.m.       Yoga  
Saturday, January 6  
Sunday, January 7 
10:00 a.m.    Morning Worship/ Communion/ 

Deacon offering received  
11:00 a.m.     Education for 4 yrs. thru 5th Grade 
                         Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall 

Un-decorate the church 
Monday, January 8 
10:00 a.m.     Staff Meeting – Library 
3:00p.m            Membership Committee - Library 
6:00p.m.-9      Global Institute of Lansing class  
7:00 p.m.      Bells of First Rehearsal  
Tuesday, January 9   
8:30 a.m.-4    AARP tax training – Litten Hall 
12:10 p.m.       Yoga  
1:00 p.m.         Personnel Committee Meeting 
5:30 p.m.         Worship Committee- Library 
6:00 p.m.-9     Global Institute of Lansing class  
6:30 p.m.        Bagpipers–Reception Room/Litten 
Hall 
7:00 p.m.         LanSingOut Rehearsal –Chapel 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, January 10  
10:30 a.m.  Lectionary Bible Study – Library  
4:00 p.m.-7     Lansing  Children’s Choir - Chapel 
5:00 p.m. Global Institute of Lansing Annual  
  Board meeting 
6:00 p.m.     Yoga 
6:30 p.m.-7:30 MI Pride Meeting - Library 
Thursday, January 11 
6:00 a.m.       Yoga 
8:30 a.m.-4    AARP tax training – Litten Hall 
10:00 a.m.-2  NorthWest Initiative Bread 

Distribution - upstairs 
1:00 p.m.      Tender Loving Care luncheon  
7:00 p.m.       Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
Friday, January 12 
6:00 p.m.      Yoga 
Saturday, January 13 
Sunday, January 14  
10:00 a.m.      Morning Worship / Install /Ordain 

new officers 
11:00 a.m.      Education for 4 yrs. thru 12th grade 
                       Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall 
11:20 a.m.     Adult Education – Reception Room 
11:30 p.m.      Finance Committee - Library  
Monday, January 15   MLK HOLIDAY   
                        Church office closed  
6:00 p.m.        LanSINGout Board - Chapel  
7:00 p.m.        Bells of First rehearsal 
Tuesday, January 16 
8:30 a.m.-4     AARP tax training – Litten Hall 
10:00 a.m.     Staff Meeting – Library 
12:10 p.m.    Yoga  
5:30 p.m. Green Group mtg. – Meeting room 
6:00 p.m.-9    Global Institute of Lansing class  
6:00 p.m.       Mid-Michigan Photo Club Officer- 

Library  
6:30 p.m.      Bagpipers–Reception Rm/Litten Hall 

7:00 p.m.        LanSingOut Rehearsal – Chapel 
Wednesday, January 17 
10:30 a.m.      Lectionary Bible Study – Library  
4:00 p.m.-7     Lansing Children’s Choir- Chapel  
6:00 p.m.         Yoga 
7:00 p.m.       Session/Deacons Joint Meeting-  
  Litten Hall 
Thursday, January 18 
6:00 a.m.        Yoga 
8:30 a.m-3       NorthWest Initiative Food Drop-  
  Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m.          Chancel Choir rehearsal 
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Friday, January 19  
8:30 a.m.-4   AARP tax training – Litten Hall 
6:00 p.m.       Yoga 
Saturday, January 20   
4:00 p.m.       Lansing Children’s Choir Concert 
Sunday, January 21   
10:00 a.m.       Morning Worship 
11:00 a.m.      Education for 4 yrs. thru 12th grade 
                         Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall 
11:20 a.m.      Adult Education – Reception Room 
3:00 p.m.          Lansing Symphony Concert-chapel 
Monday, January 22 
10:00 a.m.      Staff Meeting – Library 
6:00p.m.-9     Global Institute of Lansing class 
7:00 p.m.        Bells of First Rehearsal 
Tuesday, January 23  
8:30 a.m.-4    AARP tax training – Litten Hall 
12:10 p.m.     Yoga  
6:00 p.m.-9    Global Institute of Lansing class  
6:30 p.m.         Bagpipers–Reception Rm/Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m.         LanSingOut Rehearsal- Chapel 
Wednesday, January 24 
10:30 a.m.       Lectionary Bible Study – Library  
4:00 p.m.-7      Lansing Children’s Choir - Chapel  
6:00 p.m.          Lansing Area Human Rights Board  
  Meeting - Library 
6:00 p.m.         Yoga 
Thursday, January 25 
6:00 a.m.         Yoga 
8:30 a.m.-4     AARP tax training – Litten Hall 
10:00 a.m.-2    NorthWest Initiative Bread  
  Distribution - upstairs 
7:00 p.m.         Chancel Choir rehearsal 
Friday, January 26    
6:00 p.m.       Yoga 
Saturday, January 27 
Sunday, January 28 
10:00 a.m.       Morning Worship  
11:00 a.m.     Education for 4 yrs. thru 12th grade 
                          Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall 
11:20 a.m.     Adult Education – Reception Room 
3:30 p.m.         Advent House Meal  
Monday, January 29   
10:00 a.m.       Staff Meeting – Library 
5:00 p.m.          NorthWest Initiative Cooking class 
6:00p.m.-9     Global Institute of Lansing class 
7:00 p.m.         Bells of First Rehearsal 
 
 

 
Tuesday, January 30   
8:30 a.m.-4   AARP tax training – Litten Hall 
12:10 p.m.     Yoga  
6:00 p.m.-9    Global Institute of Lansing class 
6:30 p.m.        Bagpipers–Reception Rm/Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m.        LanSingOut Rehearsal- Chapel 
Wednesday, January 31 
10:30 a.m.     Lectionary Bible Study – Library  
4:00 p.m.-7  Lansing Children’s Choir - Chapel  
6:00 p.m.        Yoga 
 
 
 


