The First Epistle
Worship, Serve, Grow

April 2018
Newsletter of the First Presbyterian Church
510 W. Ottawa St., Lansing, MI 48933
(517) 482-0668
Office hours: 8:00 – Noon, 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/LansingFirstPresbyterian
Our website: http://lansingfirstpres.org/

Annual Deacons’ Easter morning breakfast
8:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.
Litten Hall
Come enjoy strata, sausage, fruit salad, yogurt and a variety of kinds of
pancakes and syrups (think strawberry, blueberry and chocolate chip). A
free will offering for the Deacons’ fund will be received. Please join us!
Easter Offering Envelopes = Youth Mission Opportunities
Using the Easter Offering envelope in your pledge box earmarks your
donation to support mission opportunities for our youth (e.g. mission trips).
You can also just write "Easter Offering" on the memo line of your
check. Thank you for this extra-mile giving!
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This year, Easter falls on April Fool’s Day. It’s as
if the calendar were conspiring with our own
doubts, our own fears, our questions about why
the innocent must suffer. I find great comfort and
hope in this poem about Doubting Thomas, known as
“Didymus,” the Twin. In it, the poet takes on the voice of
Thomas, and his struggle to believe. Try reading it aloud,
slowly. It is difficult and graphic, but portrays the life of faith
well.
He is risen! He is risen, indeed!
St. Thomas Didymus
by Denise Levertov
In the hot street at noon I saw him
a small man
gray but vivid, standing forth
beyond the crowd's buzzing
holding in desperate grip his shaking
teethgnashing son,
and thought him my brother.
I heard him cry out, weeping and speak
those words,
Lord, I believe, help thou
mine unbelief,
and knew him
my twin:

a man whose entire being
had knotted itself
into the one tightdrawn question,
Why,
why has this child lost his childhood in suffering,
why is this child who will soon be a man
tormented, torn, twisted?
Why is he cruelly punished
who has done nothing except be born?
The twin of my birth
was not so close

In Christ, Stan

as that man I heard
say what my heart
sighed with each beat, my breath silently
cried in and out,
in and out.
After the healing,
he, with his wondering
newly peaceful boy, receded;
no one
dwells on the gratitude, the astonished joy,
the swift
acceptance and forgetting.
I did not follow
to see their changed lives.
What I retained
was the flash of kinship.
Despite
all that I witnessed,
his question remained
my question, throbbed like a stealthy cancer,
known
only to doctor and patient. To others
I seemed well enough.
So it was
that after Golgotha
my spirit in secret
lurched in the same convulsed writings
that tore that child
before he was healed.
And after the empty tomb
when they told me that He lived, had spoken to
Magdalen,
told me
that though He had passed through the door like a
ghost
He had breathed on them
the breath of a living man -even then
when hope tried with a flutter of wings
to lift me -still, alone with myself,
my heavy cry was the same: Lord
I believe,

help thou mine unbelief.
I needed
blood to tell me the truth,
the touch
of blood. Even
my sight of the dark crust of it
round the nail-holes
didn't thrust its meaning all the way through
to that manifold knot in me
that willed to possess all knowledge,
refusing to loosen
unless that insistence won
the battle I fought with life
But when my hand
led by His hand's firm clasp
entered the unhealed wound,
my fingers encountering
rib-bone and pulsing heat,
what I felt was not
scalding pain, shame for my
obstinate need,
but light, light streaming
into me, over me, filling the room
as I had lived till then
in a cold cave, and now
coming forth for the first time,
the knot that bound me unravelling,
I witnessed
all things quicken to color, to form,
my question
not answered but given
its part
in a vast unfolding design lit
by a risen sun.
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PHOTO DIRECTORY NEWS
We had dates in March on which church
families had their photos taken. You didn't get
in on that? No worries! There are times and
dates available yet on Monday, May 14 and
Tuesday, May 15.
On weekdays you can sign up online:


Copy this link into your browser: https://booknow-lifetouch.appointmentplus.com/y9bk9et8/ Insert the number of people who will be in your picture and then pick a
date on the May calendar. Available times will appear.

The on-line scheduling is not available on the weekends. However, we will have a sign up table at
church before and after Worship on several Sundays prior to those May dates.
Can't get to church on those dates? Want to send in a picture you already have? It can all be
worked out. Just call Linda Snyder @ (517) 719-6250 or Alyse Collins @ (989) 763-8229 for
special arrangements. We are hoping for 100% participation from both church members and
Friends of First Pres (frequent visitors). We want to put all your smiling faces together in one
First Presbyterian Church directory.

Did you know …



our church has Welcome Bags at the back of the sanctuary for first
time visitors?
any member can give a visitor a Welcome Bag?

As you greet visitors, feel free to give them a Welcome Bag, which are located
in the narthex (back of the sanctuary).
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SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE FOR APRIL
April 8, 15, 22 and 29

Class for All Ages

Easter is April 1! “Christ is risen!” “He is risen indeed!”

Our younger group (age 4 years – 5th grade) will hear and explore the following stories
of trusting Jesus’ presence with us - On the road to Emmaus, Questioning Thomas,
Nicodemus – and being inspired to live more like Jesus.
Our youth classes continue their explorations of Confirmation with Rev. Jenkins and
Sallie Campbell.

Calling All Graduates!!

Graduate Recognition Sunday is May 6
ALL persons graduating from high school or university during the 2017-2018
school year will be recognized during worship on May 6. While we do have a list
of who will be graduating from high school, there isn’t a current list of who is
graduating from college! Please inform Kathy Banghart of the names, addresses
and phone numbers of college graduates as soon as possible so that some brief
information can be gathered for the First Epistle. (High school grads, contact Kathy
Banghart if you haven’t received an email requesting information!) Information is
needed from all graduates by April 15, so as to meet the May First Epistle deadline.
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M.A.D.D. CAMP at First! July 16 – 20, 9:00 a.m. – 3: 00 p.m.
The annual M.A.D.D. (Music, Art, Drama, Dance) Camp will be held July 16-20 at
First Presbyterian Church. This week is dedicated to several different art forms, and
this year we are adding Culinary Arts to the experience. The camp is designed for
school-aged children (approximately 6-16 years). They come to camp at 9:00 a.m.,
stay through lunch and go home at 3:00 p.m. Parents, grandparents and caregivers
are encouraged to participate at some point during the week to assist with
registration, help out in an “art area” or the kitchen, for recreation or for
overall staff support. The week concludes with a performance on Friday to
showcase the events and activities of the week. The performance is at noon to
encourage parents and others to attend during the lunch hour. There is no charge
for campers, thanks to several sponsorships, but donations are always welcome.
Registration is online through the Lansing Children’s Choir website at
www.lansingchildrenschoir.com, or contact Sallie Campbell to volunteer to help!
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SUNDAY MORNING ADULT FORUM 2018
(11:20-12:20 Adult Ed Room downstairs)
All are welcome to join in discussion of significant and timely topics.
(Childcare is available through this time.)

Adult Forum Topic for April:

Optimizing Our Options: Strategies for Aging
April 8

Christine DeYonke will share with us her experiences and observations
as our Pastoral Care Assistant.

April 15
Forever Young? Maximizing Our Options as We Age
with Dr. Joan Ilardo
Executive Director, Michigan Aging Education Collaborative
There are many factors that contribute to the overall quality of life as we age, such as physical,
environmental, cognitive, psychological, social and financial matters. Dr. Joan Ilardo, of MSU
College of Human Medicine, and former member of First Church, will lead us through a process of
optimizing our opportunities for enhanced quality of life.

April 22
Good Grief: Embracing Pain and Healing
Dr. Doug and Rev. Barb Edema will lead a discussion on the different effects of grief by
sharing personal and professional stories. They will talk about the importance of speaking the
truth and acceptance that God sometimes seems to disappear.

April 29
Confirming Relationships with DNA
Mr. Gary Wilkes, who spoke in February on the subject of DNA, will return for the second part
of his presentation. Mr. Wilkes is past president of Lansing Area African American Genealogy
Society. He writes:
All known living organisms are made of dioxyribonucleic acid, which is better known
simply by its acronym of DNA. Human DNA is a very large and complex molecule that is
composed of billions of four specific and smaller molecules combined in certain ways. The
arrangement of these combinations of the smaller molecules within the DNA molecule are
generally unique to each human, except that identical siblings have the same DNA pattern.
Most genealogy companies can confirm or refute relationships between two individuals, but
to what extent? The limits of DNA comparisons will be examined.
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 CONGREGATIONAL LIFE/ COMMUNITY OUTREACH

 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
First Presbyterian hosted 13 students from Boston College from March 4-9, while they did
work through Cristo Rey Community Center. The students were here during their spring
break, through a campus ministry program at their school called Appalachia Volunteers, which
is a service/ immersion program committed to working with the poor and marginalized in the
U.S. The heart of their work is building community through loving, learning and serving.
The youth expressed sincere gratitude for our housing, yoga instruction offered by
Christopher Venetis, as well as for the dinner hosted by the church in their honor. Thank you
to all who participated. We also thank the Westside YMCA for lending their facility for
showers.

Camp Greenwood summer camp is open for registration.
There are several camps available for all ages. Brochures are
on the table at the Chapel entrance and scholarships are
available. Please see Sallie in the church office for more
information.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
NorthWest Initiative/A.R.R.O. (Advocacy, Resources, Re-entry,
Outreach) Prison Poetry Reading event will happen at The Avenue
Café (2021 E. Michigan Ave.) on Sunday, April 22 at 3:00 p.m.
This event had been held for 5 consecutive years but was stopped
because there was nobody to help with coordination. However, there is
a group working on making it happen again this year. The project is
aimed at shining a light on ex-offenders, and reminding people that if they have been
released, that we as a community are supposed to give them a second chance at
rebuilding their lives. Elected officials, community leaders, judges, prominent
business owners, and others who have been selected, will read 1-2 poems of their
choosing, written by individuals who are still incarcerated. The poems generally tell a
story about the remorse that the individuals feel for whatever the crime they’ve
committed and how they want to change. The writing of the poems is therapeutic for
those who are still incarcerated and raises awareness for those who hear them about
who these people truly are. Please join us at The Avenue Cafe for a pleasant and
insightful afternoon.
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Community Outreach continued…

GLOBAL INSTITUTE OF LANSING FUNDRAISER
The Global Institute of Lansing (GIL) is an independent non-profit
school that assists refugee students from all over the world
complete an accredited high school diploma. First Presbyterian
has hosted this program for over 6 years. GIL will be holding an
annual fundraiser on Friday, April 27 from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. at
the Cadillac Room in Reo Town. This fun-filled evening will
include food, music and new friends from a variety of countries and cultures, as well as a silent
auction to benefit the school. Tickets are $25 and everyone is invited to participate. For tickets
and/or more information, please see Sallie Campbell in the church office, or contact Paula Frantz at
488-5342 or www.globalinstitutelansing.org.

BOOK EVENT – WEDNESDAY, MAY 23
6:00 – 8:30 P.M.
On Wednesday, May 23, First
Presbyterian Church and NWI/ARRO are
honored to invite Mario Bueno, author of Reformed: Memoir of a Juvenile Killer,
to share his story, enjoy a light meal and continue conversation about his new
book. The event will be held here at the church from 6:00 - 8:30 p.m. There is
no charge for this event, and the public is welcome and encouraged to attend.
Mr. Bueno’s book will be available for purchase and signing during the evening.
Young people are particularly encouraged to attend and share their ideas about
how to keep our streets, our schools, and our community safe and flourishing.

Grow-A-Row
Are you an avid gardener? This spring and summer,
consider growing a row of produce to donate to
the FPC Food Pantry or to NorthWest Initiative’s
Mobile Farmer’s Market! Making locally-grown
foods more accessible to our community is so
important and might encourage others to learn how
to grow their own foods as well! If you’d like to give
more of your time and knowledge, consider becoming a garden mentor to help
new gardeners in NWI’s community gardens. If you’re interested, contact our
AmeriCorps member Allie at alexandriam@nwlansing.org or 517-999-2894.
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MUSIC NOTES

Locus iste a Deo factus est, inaestimabile sacramentum, irreprehensibilis est.
This place was made by God, a priceless sacrament, it is without reproach.
He is risen! He is risen indeed!
Happy Easter to you and yours! Our Lenten journey has ended by the burst of light in the
empty tomb. One of the anthems that the choir will present in April is Anton Bruckner’s “Locus
Iste.” It is one of my top ten choral works…the Latin text is for the annual celebration of a
church’s dedication. Although associated with the physical structure of a church, aren’t we all
part of the church, with various gifts and talents? And what a wonderful time to remind
ourselves that WE, being the body of Christ, during this time of Easter, are also made by God,
and that we are a priceless sacrament and that we are called to live without reproach!
Complete side note about the form of the piece, it is in ABA da capo, closed with a coda – where
the text builds a frame of symmetry, like a building block. The text, concentrating on a sacred
space is based upon two Old Testament stories – Jacob’s Ladder (Genesis 28:16) and The
Burning Bush (Exodus 3:5) – and Bruckner uses the basses to introduce these structurally
important points. There is only one elongated melisma at the end of the piece on the word
“Deo” (God), spinning out to a peaceful and calm ending. I would like to think of the form and
structure of the composition as the people of the Church – we each have our interesting parts,
individually, and yet, by working together to glorify God, we will end in peace.
Our music attempts to reflect the church season, the lessons being read and the message we
hear in the sermon. Often times, the music can act as a bridge between church seasons to
remind us of the totality of Jesus’ life and ministry. This includes the service music and
responses as much as the hymns and anthems. During the season of Lent, our sung Offertory
response was the tune DEO GLORIA – which was the foundation of the choral anthem on
Transfiguration Sunday (the Sunday before the season of Lent began). This tune will move to
the Response to Forgiveness, continuing the thread that we began as a congregation before
Lent even began – that we, as Christians, are able to live fully in the Easter promise, yet not
forget the lessons that our time in the wilderness (Lent) gave to us.
Some of the hymns we will sing during the month of April:
Christ the Lord is Risen Today! (PH 113); That Easter Day With Joy Was Bright (PH
121); We Are Marching in the Light of God (STF 2235); The Strife is O’er (PH 119);
Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us (PH 387); Guide My Feet (PH 354); Here In This Place
(STF 2236)
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Music Notes continued…

Some of the choral anthems presented during the month of April:
“Awake, My Heart” (Carolyn Jennings); “Praise His Holy Name” (Keith Hampton); “A
Clare Benediction” (John Rutter); “O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus” (Joseph Martin); “The
Lord Is My Shepherd” (John Rutter); “I Am the Vine” (Allen Pote); “Locus Iste” (Anton
Bruckner)
The volunteers and staff of the music ministry here at First Presbyterian pray that the music
you experience during the month of April causes you to rejoice and give praise to our Risen
Lord! He is risen! He is risen, indeed!
Megan
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

First Pres friends,
The first fundraiser for the Lansing Children's Choir is being
held on Saturday, April 28 from 7:00 to 9:00 PM at the
lovely Turner Dodge House and Heritage Center. Please
consider joining us for an evening of hors d'oeuvres, a cash bar
(beer and wine) and dancing to the music of local band, Life
Support. Tickets are $25.00 per person in advance or at the
door. Buy tickets during Coffee Hour in Fellowship Hall, or see
Megan Higle, Ben English, Darin Showalter, Kathy Banghart or
Kathe Smith for advanced tickets. This event was planned to help
the choir move forward in our goal of being a self- supporting organization. We hope to see you
there!

___________________________________________________________________

LANSING SYMPHONY CHAMBER SERIES CONCERT
April 29

3:00 p.m.

Molly Grove Chapel

A Piano Trio –Samvel Arakelyan, violin; Sandro Sidamonidze,
cello; Katia Dinas, piano will perform music by Haydn,
Babajanian and Mozart.
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COMING ONCE MORE TO OUR SANCTUARY - THE
EARL NELSON SINGERS
Voices will sing and the rafters will ring as Lansing's "Earl
Nelson Singers" present their annual concert in our sanctuary,
Monday evening, April 30, at 7:30 p.m. Plan now to attend
this free event (free will offering received), which features the
singing of traditional spirituals, mixed with early Gospel
numbers. Guest artists this year include a prize winning tuba
soloist (graduate of East Lansing) and the Sexton High School choir. See you there!

YOU ARE INVITED
FPC Bell Choir Spring Concerts
Monday, April 30 at 6:30 p.m.
Eaton County Health & Rehab, 530 Beech Street, Charlotte 48813
Wednesday, May 2 at 6:30 p.m.
Grandhaven Living Center, 3145 W Mt. Hope Avenue, Lansing 48911
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Oakland Chorale in Concert at
First Pres!
Thursday, May 3 at 7:00 p.m.
Dr. Michael A. Mitchell, Director
The Oakland Chorale, from Oakland University in
Rochester, Michigan, will present a concert on
Thursday, May 3 at 7:00 p.m. Our chancel choir will
also be singing two selections!
The Oakland Chorale is OU’s elite touring choral ensemble. Membership in the Chorale is open to all
university students via competitive audition each fall. The Chorale maintains a busy concert schedule
including annual appearances with the Oakland Symphony Orchestra at historic Orchestra Hall in
Detroit. The Chorale has toured frequently throughout Michigan and the Midwest, as well as to Texas
and New York, and appeared with the Rolling Stones as part of their Zip Code Tour at Detroit’s
Comerica Park. In February 2017 the choir will perform with the Detroit Symphony Orchestra and in
summer 2017, will undertake a European concert tour featuring performances in Venice, Italy; Vienna,
Austria; Ljubljana and Bled, Slovenia; and Zagreb, Croatia. The Chorale has been honored to rehearse
and perform with many distinguished musicians, including Morten Lauridsen, Simon Carrington, Eph
Ehly, and Stacey Gibbs. Lauridsen praised the choir for giving “one of the finest performances of my
music I have ever heard,” and Gibbs composed Live a-Humble for the Chorale as a thank you for singing
his music with great passion.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
4th Annual MUSIC OF FIRST Spring Concert
Sunday, May 6 at 3:00 p.m.
Featuring the Chancel Choir and Bells of FirstThis year, the choir will present “A Little Jazz
Mass” by Bob Chilcott, with a jazz trio and saxophone (James Hughes - Megan’s brother).
13

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS AT
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

A couple of years back, work began on formalizing a plan for emergency at our church. Last
year, the Emergency Preparedness Committee finalized the Plan and made copies available to
church members. The following is a brief summary of emergency procedures addressed in the
Plan, and identifies the type of emergency and who is involved in the response:
Medical Emergencies
 Head Usher/Trained Member/Staff - Directs first aid, wheelchair, CPR, call 911 as needed.
 Ambulance met at Chapel entrance. People instructed to avoid Chapel area.
 Wheel chairs in Chapel Cloak Room & Sanctuary West Transcept
Tornado
 Tornado Watch – Head Usher/Trained Member/Staff: monitors and prepares
 Tornado Warning – Siren will sound; Head Usher/Trained Member/Staff directs everyone to
shelter
 Primary Shelter - basement, hall off kitchen or south hallway behind Litten Hall
 Secondary Shelter - Molly Grove Chapel, inner areas of men’s and women’s restrooms
 Avoid using the elevators during a tornado emergency
Fire
 Head Usher/Trained Member/Staff calls 911; Air horn (main office emergency kit) activated,
doorbell continuously pressed; people directed to the nearest available exit.
 Avoid using the elevators during a fire emergency
Power Outage
 Head Usher/Trained Member/Staff locates flashlights in emergency kits if needed and directs
evacuation via nearest available exits. Whenever the power is out, building will be closed
unless otherwise directed.
Emergency Kits (Red Baskets) – There are several emergency kits at five key locations
throughout the building, as follows:
 Main Office (+air horn) cupboard to immediate right of door
 Chapel Cloak Room shelf
 Sacristy Room (southwest of the chapel) counter to immediate left of entry door
 Narthex Coat Room shelf (immediate right of main doors)
 Kitchen Counter in the basement (across from the first entrance to the kitchen from Litten
Hall)
Copies of the complete Emergency Preparedness Plan are available in the Church Office.
Please direct any question about the Plan to one of the following Emergency Preparedness
Committee members: Mike Bryan, Bill Collins, Dan Diepenhorst, Dick Poland or Judy Whitman.
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CPR/AED and First Aid Training
April 14
9:30 a.m. - Noon
A reminder: The Emergency Preparedness Committee has
arranged to provide training again for CPR/AED and First Aid. On Saturday April 14 Tim
O’Connor from Heartbeat LLC will be at First Presbyterian Church to conduct training in CPR
and AED followed by a brief session on First Aid. The format will be about 1 ½ to 2 hours
for the CPR/AED components followed by a 30-minute portion where he will respond to
questions about First Aid. It is recommended that those attending visit the Heartbeat LLC
website (http://heartbeatllc.com/ ) and view the first aid webinars prior to attending the
class. Mr. O’Connor has developed webinars to easily offer first aid training through the
convenience of watching at home. The class is scheduled to begin at 9:30 a.m. on April 14
and will conclude at noon. The class is being offered at no charge, however those who
wish to receive an official certificate of training from Mr. O’Connor may do so for a fee of
$17.50. Persons interested in signing up should contact Tracy Weldon in the church office.

Dreams in Jeans – Josephine Powers
Part 4:
A LOUD shout-out to all of our seamstresses and support volunteers!
Spring is in the air and the veil of gray-skies is being lifted! One more
month before NWI’s Mobile Farmer’s Market begins their route to bring fruits
and vegetables to the food- desert communities of Lansing. Within this time
frame, work still needs to be done. The Blue Jeans are completely disassembled (YAY!) but a few
templates still need to be traced and cut. Most importantly, the final assembly of putting
everything together is a task that can be done by everyone!
You may bring your own pair of scissors, sewing machine, threaded with a tan colored
thread, and join the assembly line to complete this project! You can always bring a friend!
Here are the dates and locations of opportunities:
1. Entire Month of April 2018: Monday through Thursday, 12:00-3:00 p.m.
Come during the Food Bank hours (month of April) at First Presbyterian Church. I will
bring my machines, tools, and panels to the church. When you see me, stop by and sew a
panel or two. I’ll show you how.
2. The following dates are firmly set for opportunities in my home.
Saturdays in April 2018 - April 7, 14, 21, 28 10 from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
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Dreams in Jeans continued…

Josephine at powersjosephine@gmail.com or call/text: 517-627-5501
Location: The Powers Home at 12934 Dundee Dr. Grand Ledge, MI 48837
God Bless. Thank you for all that you do. I hope to see you soon. --Jo

_____________________________________________________________________________
Book Group

If you like to read and discuss good books, consider meeting with us in the church
parlor.
Tuesday April 3 7:00 p.m.
Murder on the Orient Express by Agatha Christie
Agatha Christie became, and remains, the best-selling novelist of all time.
Among her 66 detective novels, Murder on the Orient Express is one of
the most popular. The story begins with the Belgian detective Hercule
Poirot boarding the Orient Express. One of the passengers requests his
protection, but Poirot declines. The next day the passenger is found dead
in his compartment and Poirot is asked to solve the case. The train is
forced to stop due to a snow drift blocking the tracks. This gives him a few
hours to figure out the murderer's identity before the local police take
over the investigation. During his investigation, Poirot discovers that many of the
passengers have some connection. This could be the vital clue to crack the case, but can he
do it in time? Discussion led by Paul Eenigenburg.
Tuesday May 1 7:00 p.m.
Peter Pan by J. M. Barrie
Peter Pan is a free-spirited and mischievous young boy who can fly
and never grows up. He spends his never-ending childhood having
adventures on the mythical island of Neverland as the leader of the Lost
Boys, interacting with fairies, pirates, mermaids, Native Americans, and
occasionally ordinary children from the world outside Neverland.
The Peter Pan character has been featured in a variety of media and
merchandise, both adapting and expanding on Barrie's works. These
include a 1953 animated film, a 2003 dramatic/live-action film, a television series and many
other works. Discussion led by Kim Ringlever.
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LINK NEWS
The Eastside LINK group will meet at Woody's on Trowbridge Rd.
in East Lansing on Sunday, April 22 at 12:30 p.m. for lunch. Please
R.S.V.P. to Kathe or Karen by April 19 so the restaurant can set up
for our group. Let's gather and celebrate spring!

DeWitt – Northeast Lansing LINK is having a Sunday Dinner at Woody's on
Trowbridge Road on April 15 at 2:00 p.m. The food comes highly
recommended! Please join us.
GRAND LEDGE/WEST LANSING LINK group will meet for our monthly breakfast
Saturday, April 14, at 9:00 a.m. at Dimitri's Restaurant.

South Delta Link will meet Saturday, April 21, at Dimitri’s at 9:00 am.
HOME Link will look forward to greeting our snow birds with hotcakes, coffee and
camaraderie at Delhi Cafe Saturday, April 21 @ 9:00 a.m.
SOUTH LANSING LINK On the 4th Sunday, April 22, the South Lansing LINK will be
going out to lunch after youth/adult education ends at Noon. Location to be
determined. Any questions or suggestions on location, please feel free to call
Brian Jackson at 517-214-7135 or email brianpdjackson@gmail.com
The North Lansing - North Delta LINK group will go to SPUD's Restaurant on
Waverly Road for brunch/lunch after church on Sunday, April 29. Please RSVP
to Blankenships. Our June activity will be attending the Lugnuts game on Friday,
June 15. It is a joint FPC/Union Missionary Baptist Lugnut outing. Please “Save the
Date” and order your tickets from Rich Blankenship by the end of April.

THE CELEBRATION CLUB of FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
The Birthday and Anniversary Club is a way of expressing any special event or time in
your life that you would like to remember, by making a contribution to the Celebration
Club. The donation you give will be used to help build up our Endowment Fund.
Donors in 2018: Carole Orth, Todd Hendy, Erika Hendy, Abigail Hendy, Madison Hendy,
Jean Dietrich
Total received in 2018:
$279.00
Total received 2007 – 2/28/18: $30,639.71
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FAIR TRADE COFFEE
At Equal Exchange, we only use the finest Fair Trade and organic
coffee beans available, but we want our Fair Trade coffees to do
more than please the palate. It’s our mission to provide Fair Trade
coffees that empower small-scale farmers and their communities.
Our certified Fair Trade coffees go beyond the cup, supporting
women’s leadership at producer co-ops, environmental preservation through crop diversity,
improved yields through soil analysis, and much more. When you purchase Equal Exchange
Fair Trade coffee, you’re supporting an equitable trade system for small-scale farmers. Fair
Trade Coffee is sold in Litten Hall after worship on Sundays,
Coffee Trivia
Which Fair Trade coffee is this?
Tasting Notes
Aroma: vanilla, pralines, malty
Flavor: balanced, sweet, caramel, brown sugar, medjool date
Mouthfeel: syrupy, dense
Please note: tasting notes and descriptions refer to the natural flavors and nuances o
of the coffee. There is no added flavoring.

The Beyond Boomers monthly luncheon will be held on Wednesday,
April 4 at 12:00 noon in the church parlor. Bring JOY and a healthy
appetite and enjoy this lunch with friends. Spring is in the air! Hallelujah!
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TLC
Thursday, April 12 at 1:00 PM
On Thursday, April 12, TLC will meet at Boston’s
Restaurant at 1:00 p.m. It is located in the Eastwood
Towne Center Mall at 3301 Towne Center Blvd. It is on
the west side of the mall, just beyond Culver’s. We are
asking that you call or email Nan Carter with your reservation (this is a new process). You
can call Nan Carter at 327-8585 or email at missnan8368@att.net. Come celebrate Spring with
other women from our church. Please let Nan know that you can be there.

FPC Men's Group
Again this year, the Men's Group will participate in the MDOT "Adopt a Highway" Program.
The first of three dates for picking up trash at our assigned area (a portion of M 43 west of
I-96) is Wednesday, April 18 in the morning. "Many hands make for light work," so if you
can help with the trash pick-up, please contact Brian Koon (b.koon@comcast.net or 8869801).

MICHIGAN PRESBYTERIAN PILGRIMAGE, APRIL 26 – 29
The Amigo Center, Sturgis, Michigan
Why should you attend a pilgrimage? The least that can happen is
that you will get away from your routine for a few days. You will meet
nice people – have fun – and enjoy good food without having to cook. That’s the LEAST
that can happen. The MOST that can happen is that it can change the horizons of your
Christian walk. It could help you see your life differently and maybe even see yourself
differently. Just maybe it will come at a time when renewal can help you. To find out more
go to mppilgrimage.org, or call John Tucker, 256-0363.
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Rooted and Grounded in Love
Covenant Gathering 2018
July 8, 4:00 pm to July 13, 11:00 am
Geneva Center, Rochester, IN
We are thrilled to announce...
The Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, Stated Clerk,
PCUSA will be joining us at Covenant Gathering
2018.
Don't miss this opportunity.
Join other Christians for Covenant Gathering 2018 at lovely
GENEVA CENTER http://www.genevacenter.org/, Rochester, IN, as we learn to
stand firm in the love of God in Christ and spread that love to all God's people.
The Rev. J. Herbert Nelson will be with us to share his vision for the church and
the world of discipleship.
You will leave refreshed and inspired. Covenant Gathering is an affordable
adventure for all ages and stages of life -- babies to youth, parents,
grandparents, singles, families.
In addition to Dr. Nelson's presentations, adult learners will be able to choose
classes in Spiritual Growth ... Intergenerational and Loving It ... Rooted in Love
Bible study ... Church as a Learning Organization ... Art for Everyone ... New
Ideas for Worship. Children have age-appropriate care and classes for infants
through senior highs.
Registration NOW open - www.covenantgathering.com

SAVE THE DATE!
FPC GOES TO THE BALLPARK – Friday, June 15
Purchase your tickets by April 29 from Rick Blankenship
It’ll be another fun day at the park – Go Nuts with us!
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Highlights from the March 21 Session meeting include:
1) Reviewed the current FPC Sexual Misconduct Policy as required annually by
Presbytery and approved the current policy with no changes.
2) Approved a $250 donation to More Light Presbyterians.
3) Approved the recommendation of the Endowment and Finance committees to
approve adding members Shelia Conrad and Sharon Carr to the Endowment Committee
for three year terms ending December 31, 2020.
4) Mission Interpretation Committee Chair Willye Bryan will form a sub-committee
including elders George Bennett and Greg Frens to look into participating in the
Michigan Pride Festival in Old Town on June 16, 2018.

CHAIR SALE

Have you ever found yourself admiring the chairs in Litten

Hall? You know the ones, they’re gold or yellow, blue, orange or
turquoise. Yep, those. Well, we have some
for sale. In fact, we would like to sell about
142 of these beauties! I know, what’s the
catch? Nothing, except you have to take them
once you pay for them. We are asking for a
donation of $25 per chair (come on, these
babies are period reproductions of Herman
Miller chairs!) and all the proceeds from this
sale will be used on projects in and around the
building. Contact Steve Taylor at church to arrange for payment and pickup. Here is the inventory (remember, first come, first seated…)
Turquoise 8
Orange 22
Gold 44

Yellow 48
Blue 42

Thank you!

The Building and Grounds Committee
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2018 FLOWER CALENDAR
Signing up to provide the flowers for worship on any given Sunday is
easy! Check out the calendar in hallway by the church office, put your
name on the date of your choice, then send/ give a check to the church
office for the $50 cost! (Please put “flowers” on the memo line of your
check.) This is a wonderful way to enhance our worship service, and to
remember/ celebrate/ honor special events and the people we love!

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
4/02
4/02
4/02
4/03
4/05
4/08
4/08
4/09
4/09
4/10
4/11
4/11
4/11
4/11
4/13
4/14

Shirley Herrick
Steve Roosa
Jeff Keller
Mark Kinnamon
Chuck Gebhardt
Bobbie Banghart
Austin Hughes
Jan Peterson (Mr.)
Greg Botting
Helen Hansens
Carrie Blair
Daniel Fisher
Pearson Hengstebeck
Ellery Smith
Bryce Cornelius – Gallimore
David Davies

Pastor: Rev. Stanley Jenkins
Parish Associate: Rev. Charles Herrick
Pastoral Care Assistant:
Christine DeYonke
Director of Congregational Life &
Community Outreach: Sallie Campbell
Director of Christian Education:
Kathleen Banghart

4/14
4/17
4/18
4/21
4/21
4/22
4/23
4/25
4/26
4/27
4/27
4/28
4/29
4/30

Judah Layne
Liam Friess
Caleb Layne
Dottie Foster
Nick Ward
Veronica LeTourneau
Daisy DeHaven
Joyce Oberg
James Chambers
Bassam Makhoul
Amy Cunningham
Madisyn Harrison
Will Bales
Bill Rude

4/30

Sergei Kvitko

Church Administrator: Tracy Weldon
Custodian: Steve Taylor
Director of Music: Megan Higle
Organist: Sergei Kvitko
Director of Bell Choir: Shelia Conrad
Sunday Morning Host: David Jackson
Child Care Staff: Abigail Grill and
Heather Pollok

22

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
April 1

April 8

April 15

April 22

April 29

Liturgists

Justine
Achuonjei

Pryderick
Achuonjei

Joe Ross

Jim
McClurken

Meg Rumfield

Videographers

Sam Smith

Rich
Blankenship

Bryse Friess

Russ Jenks

Charlie Phillips

Shirley Herrick,
Elizabeth
Amabo, Sue
Reames

Jan and Jan
Peterson

Franco and
Salima Nashef

Nan Carter
and Sue
Reames

Al and Cheryl
Niznak

Greeters:
Chapel

Chestnut St.

Sharon Carr

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
CONGRATULATIONS TO Betty and John Eva, on their 67th wedding anniversary
April 7!
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO Daisy DeHaven, who is 91 on April 23!
Hospitalized: Barbara Kaye, Jan Hines

The May First Epistle deadline is April 15. Please
submit your articles to Kathy Banghart,
kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org
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April 2018
Sunday, April 1
EASTER
8:00 a.m.
Deacon Easter breakfast – Litten Hall
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship /Communion/
Easter & Deacon Offerings rec’d
11:00 a.m.
Fellowship hour – Litten Hall
Monday, April 2
10:00 a.m.
Staff Meeting – Meeting Room
7:00 p.m.
Bells of First Rehearsal
Tuesday, April 3
9:00-4:30
Tax Site- NorthWest Initiative/ AARP
- Litten Hall
10:00 a.m.
Staff Meeting – Library
12 noon-5p AmeriCorps Recognition- Chapel
12:10 p.m.
Yoga
5:30 p.m.
Adult Ed. Committee – Library
6:30 p.m.
Bagpipers – Reception Rm/Litten
Hall
7:00 p.m.
Book Group – Parlor
7:00 p.m.
LanSingOut Rehearsal – Chapel
Wednesday, April 4
10:30 a.m.
Lectionary Bible Study – Library
Noon
Beyond Boomers luncheon- Parlor
2:30 p.m.
Building & Grounds Committee Library
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
6:00 p.m.
Mid-Michigan Photo Club-Litten Hall
6:30 p.m.
Mission Committee – Library
Thursday, April 5
6:00 a.m.
Yoga
8:30 a.m-3
NorthWest Initiative Food DropLitten Hall
6:00 p.m.
Downtown Neighborhood
Association Meeting - Library
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Friday, April 6
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
Saturday, April 7
Sunday, April 8
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship
11:00 a.m.
Education for 4 yrs. thru 5th grade
Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall
11:20 a.m.
Adult Education – Reception Room
11:30 a.m.
Confirmation class - Youth room

Monday, April 9
10:00 a.m.
Staff Meeting – Library
3:30 p.m.
Personnel Committee - Library
5:00 p.m.
Membership Committee - Library
6:00p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing class
7:00 p.m.
Bells of First rehearsal
Tuesday, April 10
9:00-4:30
Tax Site- NWI/ AARP- Litten Hall
12:10 p.m.
Yoga
5:30 p.m.
Worship Committee - Library
6:00 p.m.-9 Global Institute of Lansing class
6:30 p.m.
Bagpipers – Recep. Rm/ Litten Hall
7:00 p.m.
LanSingOut rehearsal – Chapel
Wednesday, April 11
10:30 a.m.
Lectionary Bible Study – Library
4:00 p.m.-7 Lansing Children’s Choir - Chapel
5:00 p.m.-11 Roots Health Collective- Litten Hall
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
6:30 p.m.-7:30 MI Pride Meeting - Library
7:00 p.m.
Deacons Meeting
Thursday, April 12
6:00 a.m.
Yoga
10:00 a.m.-2 NWI Bread Distribution-Litten Hall
1:00 p.m.
Tender Loving Care luncheon
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir rehearsal
Friday, April 13
6:00 p.m. Yoga
Saturday, April 14
9:00 a.m.
CPR/AED training – Litten Hall
Sunday, April 15
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship
11:00 a.m.
Education for 4 yrs. - 5th grade
Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall
11:20 a.m.
Adult Education – Reception Room
11:20 a.m.
Finance Committee – Library
11:30 a.m.
Confirmation class – Youth room
Monday, April 16
10:00 a.m.
Staff Meeting – Library
6:00 p.m.
LanSINGout Board - Chapel
6:00p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing class
7:00 p.m.
Bells of First rehearsal
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Tuesday, April 17
9:00-4:30
Tax Site- NWI/AARP- Litten Hall
12:10 p.m.
Yoga
6:00 p.m.-9 Global Institute of Lansing class
6:00 p.m.
Mid-Michigan Photo Club Officer
Meeting- Library
6:30 p.m.
Bagpipers - Reception Room/ Litten Hall
7:00 p.m.
LanSingOut rehearsal – Chapel
Wednesday, April 18
10:30 a.m.
Lectionary Bible Study – Library
4:00 p.m.-7 Lansing Children’s Choir - Chapel
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
7:00 p.m.
Session Meeting
Thursday, April 19
6:00 a.m.
Yoga
8:30 a.m-3
NWI Food Drop - Litten Hall
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir rehearsal
Friday, April 20
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
Saturday, April 21
Sunday, April 22
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship
11:00 a.m.
Education for 4 yrs. thru 5th grade
Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall
11:20 a.m.
Adult Education – Reception Room
11:30 a.m.
Confirmation class – Youth room
Monday, April 23
10:00 a.m.
Staff Meeting – Library
Noon
Office Volunteer Appreciation
Luncheon- Litten Hall
6:00p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing class
7:00 p.m.
Bells of First rehearsal
7:00 p.m.
Earl Nelson Singers rehearsal
Tuesday, April 24
12:10 p.m.
Yoga
6:00 p.m.-9 Global Institute of Lansing class
6:00 p.m.
Yoga

6:30 p.m.
Bagpipers-Reception Rm/Litten Hall
7:00 p.m.
LanSingOut rehearsal – Chapel
Wednesday, April 25
10:30 a.m.
Lectionary Bible Study – Library
4:00 p.m.-7 Lansing Children’s Choir - Chapel
6:00 p.m.
Lansing Area Human Rights BoardLibrary
Thursday, April 26
6:00 a.m.
Yoga
10:00 a.m.-2 NWI Bread Distribution-Litten Hall
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir rehearsal
Friday, April 27
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
Saturday, April 28
8a.m.-4
Michigan Prophetic Voices-Litten
Hall
Sunday, April 29
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship /2 Cents a Meal
offering received / 3rd Grade Bibles
presented
11:00 a.m.
Education for 4 yrs. thru 5th
grade
Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall
11:20 a.m.
Adult Education – Reception Room
11:30 a.m.
Confirmation class (last)- Youth room
3:00 p.m.
Lansing Symphony Concert - Chapel
6:00 p.m.-8 Lange Choral rehearsal- Sanctuary
Monday, April 30
10:00 a.m.
Staff Meeting – Meeting Room
11:00 a.m.
Pantry Luncheon-Litten Hall/ Kitchen
5:00 p.m.
NorthWest Initiative Cooking class
6:00p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing class
7:00 p.m.
Bells of First concert @ Eaton Co.
Rehab
7:30 p.m.
Earl Nelson Singers ConcertSanctuary
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