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Newsletter of the First Presbyterian Church                                                510 W. Ottawa St., Lansing, MI  48933 
(517) 482-0668              Office hours:  8:00 a.m.-Noon, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

On Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/LansingFirstPresbyterian   Our website:  http://lansingfirstpres.com  

 

 

COME ONE, COME ALL!   

 

The Annual Tailgate will be held September 9, in the 

parking lot, immediately after worship.  Hot dogs and 

hamburgers will be available, along with chips and 

condiments.  Session committees and the Deacons will 

be encouraged to host tables with information about 

their work available for all to see.  They may also supply 

some additional "goodies" for dessert. The NWI Mobile 

Farmer's Market will also be available with mostly locally grown fruits and 

vegetable for purchase,  and  the bags Jo Powers so graciously made and 

donated will be for sale.  This is a REALLY good time to invite family and 

friends to meet your church family.  Please plan to participate -- All are 

welcome! 



 

 

The Harvest Table 

The Harvest table will be placed in the Hall of 

Pioneers, until the first frost. A sign, “Deacons’ 

Harvest Table,” will be on the table, with a basket 

for the cash donations.  Please place your 

donations of Flowers & Vegetables on the table.  

When taking items, please leave your cash 
donation for the garden items in the basket. The 

money goes to the Deacons Fund to assist others in 

need.  The Deacons thank you in advance! 

The First Epistle 
      Worship, Serve, Grow  

September 2018 

 

https://www.facebook.com/LansingFirstPresbyterian
http://lansingfirstpres.com/
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DONATIONS NEEDED 
 

The Lansing  Children’s Choir is seeking 
donations of trial size shampoo, deodorant, 
hand sanitizer, small hotel size soap, trial size 
shave cream, razors and lotion. We have some 

(thank you!), but need at least 50 of each item by September 15.  
The choir children will be making up personal needs bags as a 
service project at their annual retreat, and donating them to 
Loaves and Fishes Ministries.  
Thank you!! 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE 

POTLUCK DINNER 
after worship 

OCTOBER 7 

 

____________________________________________________ 

SAVE THE DATE! 

October 14 –  
2:00 p.m. Walk 
begins 
3 mile walk 
(shortened 
distance) 

WALK.  GIVE.  CHANGE THE WORLD.  
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

  CHILD CARE UPDATE 

Sunday morning child care is provided from 9:45 – 12:30 for infants 

through pre-school age by our experienced and trained staff, Abigail 

Grill and Heather Pollok.   
 

 

 

2018 – 2019  SUNDAY MORNING EDUCATION SCHEDULE 

 

 Children 4 years – 5
th 

 grade   Sunday School class  11:10 – 11:40 a.m. 

       (Lower level, Education wing)   

       Music    11:40 – Noon 

       (Choir room, 2
nd

 floor, Chapel) 

 

 Youth  6
th

 – 12
th

 grades   Class    After worship until noon 

       (Lower level, youth room, east end of hallway)  

 NOTE:  Rev. Stan will be leading class on Sept. 16.  Come catch up with him!   

 

 Adult Education    Class    11:20 – 12:30 p.m. 

       (Meeting room, lower level beneath the Chapel) 

   

 Parents Parallel    Discussion   After worship – noon 

       (Parlor, main level, adjacent to the library) 

 

 The younger children will come to the parlor at noon to meet their parents.  Youth are invited to 

meet their families there, too 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDUCATION FOR ALL AGES 
resumes after worship, SEPT. 16
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TOPICS FOR SEPTEMBER 2018 

All are welcome! 
Join us after worship in the Adult Ed Room (downstairs) 11:20-12:20  

(Childcare is available through this time.) 

 
SEPTEMBER 16 

(Originally scheduled for April 15 –postponed due to inclement weather) 
Forever Young?  Maximizing Our Options as We Age 

                           with Dr. Joan Ilardo 
                                  Executive Director, Michigan Aging Education Collaborative 

There are many factors that contribute to the overall quality of life as we age, such as physical, 

environmental, cognitive, psychological, social and financial matters. Dr. Joan Ilardo, of MSU 

College of Human Medicine, and former member of First Church, will lead us through a process 

of optimizing our opportunities for enhanced quality of life. 

 

SEPTEMBER 23 
Disabilities as a Gift 

Gwen Botting, 
Executive Director, Opportunities Unlimited for the Blind 

When a child comes into the world, everything changes for the family, but there are often a number of 
expectations and dreams for that child’s future:  will he be a great artist, an athlete, a musician, a 
mathematician, a trouble maker, or a saint?  But when a child comes into the world with a disability, 
for many families those dreams die with the diagnosis.  Many people, including families, only feel 
sympathy when they see someone who is blind or in a wheelchair or has developmental delays, and 
they cannot imagine how their child with a major disability can become productive and compete in our 
highly competitive world.  
  
God saw fit to give Greg to Jim and me to raise to be the wonderful young man he is despite his 
blindness, to encourage and equip him to be independent and able to manage his own affairs and 
become an adult in a challenging world.   He also gave us a support system to help us learn how to 
do this critically important job.  For the last 20 years it has been my task to also encourage and equip 
other families with children who are blind and who have additional disabilities to become the 
wonderful people God intends them to be, and for the last 7 years I have been doing this by directing 
summer camps for children who are blind or have low vision.  Come hear about how camp affects 
our campers, and how they can grow to be successful in their own right with the right kind of 
support and people who value them for who they are.  

 

SEPTEMBER 30 
Watch Your Language! 

Rev. JeffreyO’Neill, leading 
Speech is a remarkable human ability, words are powerful tools.  When we use these gifts to express 

truth, we are ennobled.  When they are used to serve up lies, we are diminished individually, politically, 
socially.  When we lose our ability to speak what is true, relationships are fractured, trust is wounded, 
and reality is distorted.  Scripture’s stunning announcement that “in the beginning was the Word” is a 

theological affirmation that words are holy and truth is divine.  "The truth shall set you free," says 
scripture.  The negative corollary is that if we tolerate lies, we will be enslaved.  In this Forum we will 

discuss the crisis of language in our time and consider some faithful responses. 
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Parents Night Out = Kids Fun Night ! 
September 28 - 5:00 – 9:00 p.m. 

  
If you are a parent with child/children needing 

child care while you go out, then September 28 
is your night! 

 
Enjoy a night out for the entire 4 hours, or any portion of 4 hours. 

We will eat, play, do crafts, maybe watch videos while you enjoy some adult time. 
 

If you know a friend who would like a night out, invite them as well. 
 

Only requirement is to RSVP to Pam Blair 
517-281-9099 or blairkids3@yahoo.com. 

 
 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!  We are giving 

parents a break with a night out on September 28. That 

means their kids need adults to come play with them and 

some adults to serve food. We will be at the church from 

5:00 – 9:00 p.m.   If you are able to help, please contact 

Pam Blair 517-281-9099 or blairkids32yahoo.com 

Thank you 



 

A Big THANKS and Thank YOU!!  On behalf of the 

congregation, the Membership Committee would 

like to acknowledge and thank the following people 

for their commitment and service in calling for 

Sunday morning greeters:  Connie Heck, Joyce 

Schaub, Dart Hartgerink, Pam Taliaferro, Mary Lou 

Gebhardt, Bobbie Banghart, Vernagene Brandell, 

and Janet Metzler. Thank you again for your 

service. 

mailto:517-281-9099
mailto:blairkids3@yahoo.com
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       Kitchen/Litten Hall Shower 
September 16 

11:00 a.m. during Social Hour 
 

Everyone is invited to participate in the First Presbyterian Kitchen/Social Hall Shower, complete 

with nuts and mints 😊 

 
We will also have a box for monetary donations.  No need to wrap items – just put them on the 
front table for all to see.  If you know of additional items needed please email or call the 
following:  Jean Jones, Jeanjones152@yahoo.com, 517-339-7292 or Kathe Smith, 
lawnart@acd.net, 517-332-0029 

o Permanent Markers 

o Freezer tape (to mark items in the refrigerators/freezers 

o Post It Notes – all sizes 

o Drawer Organizer (2) (The 2 drawers by the phone in the kitchen need to be organized:  

the pens, notes, luncheon cards etc.  Please take a look at the drawers if this is something 

you are thinking about) 

o Dish towels/ Dish cloths 

o Spatulas (both small and large – short and long handled) 

o Ceramic Knives 

o Peelers 

o High Chair  

o Wooden high chair like they have in restaurants that you can put up to the table (not the 

kind that fasten to a chair) 

o Pots and Pans (all sizes) 

o Large Crock Pots (2) 

o Multi-Purpose Food Service Towels (these are disposable and are used to clean 

tables/counters) 

o 12 cup coffee maker 

Also… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We need to   DEEP CLEAN THE CHURCH KITCHEN and volunteers 

are needed to help our very small group.  All supplies will be provided. 

When:  Wednesday, September 19 
Time:  1:30 p.m. 

Many hands will make it go quicker so please let Kathe Smith, Jean Jones or Mary Lou 
Gebhardt know if you can help.  We will have a sign-up sheet in Litten Hall also.                        

Thank you so much for participating!   😊 

 

mailto:Jeanjones152@yahoo.com
mailto:lawnart@acd.net
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IMPORTANT MEETING FOR ALL SERVING AS USHERS 
Please attend either Sunday, September 16 or Sunday, September 23 

Right after worship, in the balcony 
 
For all those serving on the Ushering Team, please plan to attend an important 
meeting on either Sunday, September 16, or Sunday, September 23, following 
worship in the balcony. Your cooperation in being prompt will facilitate ending the 
meeting in time for either a cup of coffee at fellowship downstairs or attend Adult 
Forum. 

 
The primary purpose of the meeting will be to introduce you to new procedures for 
ushers' response to threats to congregational safety, either weather, fire or 
person(s) related--or via whatever else is imaginable. While the intent is not to 
burden you procedurally as you perform your regular usher duties, the need is to 
implant in us a heightened sense of awareness of how the act in the face of an active 
threat to the well-being of all. 
 
Please contact Jim Hengstebeck with any concerns or questions.  Thank you! 
 






 
 
 
 
 
 

CHECK THIS OUT!  Look on the bulletin board near the Parlor 

for a lovely article about ACT U.S. in Uganda, and the 

instrumental music program for children called MUSIC, in 

which Karen and Dave Viele are indeed “instrumental!”    
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FPC MUSIC MINISTRY 
 

Do you enjoy singing?  Consider joining the 
chancel choir!  Rehearsals, beginning on September 6, are 

on Thursday evenings from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. in the choir room 
(looking over Molly Grove Chapel). We always welcome new 
singers and those interested in finding out more about our music 
ministry. You can email Megan at megan.higle@gmail.com or give her 
a call at 248-320-4578. 

 

Do you enjoy making music, but singing is not your 
thing? Consider joining the Bells of First.  Under the director 
of Sheila Conrad, the Bells of First rehearse on Monday evenings 
from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. (also in the choir room) and offer their gift of 
song monthly during worship, and seasonally at area senior living  
facilites.  The first rehearsal of the year will be September 10. 
 

 
 
 

 

LANSING CHILDREN’S 

CHOIR 
The Lansing Children’s Choir is accepting 
registrations for new and returning 
singers!  Rehearsals are on Wednesdays in 
Molly Grove Chapel.   
 

 

Our FIRST rehearsal is on Wednesday, September 12. 

 Lansing Trebles (ages 8 - 13, unchanged voices)   4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 

 Lansing Youth Chorale (ages 13 - 18, changed voices) 5:30 - 6:45 p.m. 

 
Register your child today!  www.lansingchildrenschoir.com.  “Like” us on Facebook! 
See Megan Higle or Ben English with any questions. 

mailto:megan.higle@gmail.com
http://www.lansingchildrenschoir.com/
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MUSIC NOTES  
 
 

The gift of language combined with the gift of song was given to man that he should proclaim 
the Word of God through music. 

- Martin Luther 
 

Holy Cow! How is it possibly September again?!  All summer I spend planning, daydreaming, 
listening, with the knowledge that the fall will be here, but it always seems to sneak up on me. Maybe 
it’s the lazy days, extra family time, fewer rehearsals, etc. that lull me into a state of “I can always do 
that tomorrow”…I’m all for putting things off when you have opportunities to get ice cream with your 
spouse; to vacuum later when a friend calls to meet for coffee; to fold the laundry in the morning 
when you could have a fire and s’mores in the backyard… 
 
Part of my planning this summer includes a few events that I am really looking forward to, and I hope 

you will be excited too!  So…Mark your calendars! 
 

o Sunday, October 28 (evening) “The American Spirit”  
Join the chancel choir for their presentation of the Mark Hayes cantata, “The 
American Spirit.” It’s a 30-minute work for chorus and narrator, in three movements. 
The piece, “looks deep into the soul of our country, celebrating our strengths and 
challenging us to overcome  whatever keeps us from keeping the spirit of freedom and 
justice alive in our country.” 
 

o Saturday, December 1 (evening) “Christmas for Jazz Lovers” 
Ring in the season with the Paul Keller Ensemble for an evening of Christmas and 
Holiday classics with a big band ensemble and singer! Free will donations will be 
accepted. 

o Sunday, December 9 (worship service) “Seven Joys of Christmas” 
Our chancel choir will present the Kirke Meechem piece, “Seven Joys of Christmas” 
during our Sunday worship service. Join us for a music- and scripture- filled service 
as we prepare for the coming of our Savior. 

o Sunday, December 23 (worship service) “Light of the Cross” 
Back by popular demand, our children and youth will present a Christmas musical! 
This year we’ll perform, “Light of the Cross” by Mark Patterson. Join us for the 
special worship service with our children and youth. 
 

Some of our hymns in the month of September will include: 
O, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing (446); Gift of Love (335); Lift High the Cross (371); My 
Shepherd Will Supply My Need (172); When In Our Music God is Glorified (264); When God 
Restored our Common Life (2182) 
 

Some of the choral anthems planned for the month of September include: 
 “Lord, I Stretch My Hands to You” (Althouse); “A Place for Healing Grace” (Sorenson); “Take 

My Life, That I May Be” (arr. Sedio); “In This Very Room” (Harris); “Blessed Assurance” (arr. 
Raney); “Ev’ry Time I Feel the Spirit” (arr. Dawson) 
 

The music staff at First Presbyterian continually prays that your worship experience ignites your faith, 
soothes your soul and reenergizes your work of being Christ to the world around you. ~ Megan Higle 
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TWO-CENTS-A-MEAL OFFERING 

(ALSO KNOWN AS CENTS-ABILITY) 

HOW DOES A HOUSEHOLD DO 2 CENTS-A-MEAL? 

Each household keeps an offering container for the "2 

Cents-a-Meal" offering in the kitchen or on the dining 

table. One suggested ritual prior to the mealtime 

blessing, one member of the family may begin with, "Let 

not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten." Then the rest 

respond, "Nor the hope of the poor be taken away." Each 

member of the family drops their 2 cents in the can.  The last Sunday of EVERY 

month, pails will be out before worship to collect your donations. 

 

Sunday Morning Greeters are needed.  

There are two NEW ways to sign up to greet for the months of 

October through February.   

1. Sign up in person at church any Sunday starting 

September 9, at the tailgate after worship  
 

2. Use the link on the church Facebook page.  

Sign up for whatever Sunday works best for you and your family or friends.  

 
in advance for helping welcome all who enter church on a Sunday 
morning. 

 
 

 

 

 

The October newsletter deadline is September 15.   Please be 

advised there is less “wiggle” room this month for when articles are received, as 

the editor will be out of town 9/24-28!   Please send your articles to Kathy 

Banghart, kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org as close to September 15 as possible.  

Thank you!   
 

mailto:kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org
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Our Presbytery of Lake Michigan has suggested a book Waking up White, and Finding Myself in 
the Story of Race by Debbie Irving, as a suggested reading to have congregations better understand 
racism and white privilege and how this affects communities. 
 
This is a September update on the First Pres All-Church Summer Read opportunity. As a 
Conversations on Race program this is a project that involves all members of the congregation! The 
book we are reading is of course Waking up White by Debbie Irving. The author describes the book 
this way: 
 
Waking Up White is the book I wish someone had handed me decades ago. My hope is that by sharing my sometimes 
cringe-worthy struggle to understand racism and racial tensions, I offer a fresh perspective on bias, stereotypes, 
manners, and tolerance. As I unpack my own long-held beliefs about colorblindness, being a good person, and wanting 
to help people of color, I reveal how each of these well-intentioned mindsets actually perpetuated my ill-conceived 
ideas about race. I also explain why and how I’ve changed the way I talk about racism, work in racially mixed groups, 
and understand the racial justice movement as a whole. Exercises at the end of each chapter prompt readers to 
explore their own racialized ideas. Waking Up White's personal narrative is designed to work well as a rapid read, 
a book group book, or support reading for courses exploring racial and cultural issues. 
 
The entire membership is invited to read the book and have book discussions over several venue 
opportunities. Reading of the book began in June and the book discussions will begin at the end of 
the summer. This all-church read is modeled after local all-community reads such as done by MSU 
and the East Lansing community. The church library has several copies that can be borrowed! 
Additionally, the book can be purchased locally, online, and as an eBook.  
 
Discussions of the book will begin at the end of the summer. Several small groups plan to have the 
book discussion be their focus topics beginning in September 2018.   
 
Those groups include: 

 The Session – September 19, 2018     

 The Church Book Group – October 2,  2018 

 Adult Forum – Sunday, November 4, 2018 

 Some Link Groups – At their convenience 

 IMPORTANT: The Final All-Church Discussion will be Sunday, 
November 4, 2018, immediately after the worship service in 
Litten Hall. A meal will be served at this discussion time. The 
discussion will be led by Pastor Stan and Elder Willye Bryan. All 
members and friends of First Pres are invited to participate in 
this excellent venture. This is a great opportunity to exchange 
comments and ideas on the book. 

 
Many members and friends have reported reading the book! More 
books were ordered for the church library since all of the existing copies were checked out! 
Consequently, there are plenty of new copies in the library ready to be checked out! Since this is such 
a popular book we are asking that borrowing time be limited to 3-4 weeks if possible. For additional 
information please contact Willye Bryan, entpeople@yahoo.com, Pastor Stan, or Carol Wallace. 

      

mailto:entpeople@yahoo.com
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If you like to read and discuss good books, consider meeting with us in the church parlor.   

Tuesday   September 4   7:00 p.m. 
 
My Beloved World  by Sonia Sotomayor. 
The first Hispanic appointed to the United States Supreme Court, Sonia 
Sotomayor has become an instant American icon. With candor and 
intimacy, she recounts her life from a Bronx housing project to the 
federal bench, a journey that offers an inspiring testament to her own 
extraordinary determination and the power of believing in oneself.  
Here is the story of a precarious childhood, with an alcoholic father and a 
devoted but overburdened mother, and of the refuge a little girl took 
from the turmoil at home with her passionately spirited paternal 
grandmother.  
 
This title is the East Lansing One Book, One Community selection.  Justice Sotomayor will be at 
East Lansing High School on Sunday, August 26, 6:00, and also Monday, August 27, 9:00 am at 
the Jack Breslin Student Events Center.   Discussion led by Linda Diepenhorst. 
 

Tuesday   October 2   7:00 p.m. 
 

Waking up White  by Debby Irving,  a Presbytery Book Selection. 
For twenty-five years, Debby Irving sensed inexplicable racial tensions in her 
personal and professional relationships. As a colleague and neighbor, she 
worried about offending people she dearly wanted to befriend. As an arts 
administrator, she didn't understand why her diversity efforts lacked 
traction. As a teacher, she found her best efforts to reach out to students 
and families of color left her wondering what she was missing. Then, in 2009, 
one "aha!" moment launched an adventure of discovery and insight that 
drastically shifted her worldview and upended her life plan. In Waking Up 

White, Irving tells her often cringe-worthy story with such openness that readers will turn 
every page rooting for her - and ultimately for all of us.   Carol Wallace will facilitate.  
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Fair Trade Coffee, Tea and 

Chocolate 

The Presbyterian Coffee Project helps 

small-scale farmers in Latin America, Africa, Asia and the U.S. as they build a better future 

for themselves and their families.  Through the project, farmers earn a fair price for their 

products, have access to affordable credit, and gain a long-term trading partner they can 

trust, a Fair Trade Organization called Equal Exchange.  With your support, these 

communities invest in education, health care, and agricultural improvements.   

Fair Trade coffee, tea and chocolate is available to you to buy after church in Litten Hall. 

   LinK NEWS    
 

The EASTSIDE LINK group will meet on Saturday,  
September 15 at 6:30 p.m. for a Pizza Party at Old Chicago Pizza.  The cost is $13 each (not 
including tip) and is for all-you-can-eat for pizza and salad.  Old Chicago is at the corner of Marsh 
and Grand River.  We are trying a different time and type of event hoping that maybe some of us 
with younger families will be able to attend, too. 
 
This will be a lot of fun!  Kathe has put down a deposit to reserve a space for us.  For sure, we 
need to RSVP so Kathe does not lose her deposit money.  Please RSVP to Karen or Kathe 
by Saturday, September 8 so we can get an initial count.  I’ll also send another reminder a 
couple of days before. Hope to see you all there.   
 

The DeWitt - Northeast Lansing LINK Group will meet on Saturday, September 15 

at 9:00 a.m. at the Family Tree restaurant in Downtown DeWitt  (old Sam's 

Kitchen).  We'll be sharing summer stories and planning for our future events. 

 

GRAND LEDGE/WEST LANSING LINK group will meet for breakfast on September 8 
at 9:00 a.m. at Dimitri’s. Let’s kick off the fall season with a big turnout. 
 

SOUTH DELTA LINK will meet for breakfast on Saturday, September 15 (the third Saturday) 
at 9:00 a.m. at Dimitri’s. 
 
HOME LINK is looking forward to returning to our usual third Saturday breakfast.  So 
that's September 15 @ 9:00 a.m. @ Delhi Cafe.  It will be great to see everybody then! 
 

South Lansing LINK will be meeting for lunch on Sunday, Sept 23 about 12:30 p.m. at 
a location to be determined. Suggestions or questions, please contact 
Brianpdjackson@gmail.com. 
 

mailto:Brianpdjackson@gmail.com
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TLC 

Thursday, September 13, 2018  -  1:00 P.M. 

TLC will meet on Thursday, September 13 at 1:00 p.m.   We 

are going to Outback Steakhouse.  It is located at 617 N. Canal Rd. (across the street from the 

Delta Township Fire Department).  

Although the restaurant faces West Saginaw Hwy, the driveway is on Canal Road.   Use the same 

driveway as the one for Starbucks.  An additional bonus – bring your AARP membership card and 

receive 15% off the bill. 

Please call Sue Reames (381-1952) for reservations or information.  This is a special time of 

fellowship for women in the church.  We have a good time and enjoy great food.  Come join us! 

 

 

FPC MEN’S GROUP   

 

We will meet on Saturday, September 22, 9:00 a.m., in the church parking lot for cider and 
doughnuts and then go to our assigned "Adopt a Highway" trash pick-up area (M-43, W. 
Saginaw Highway). There is NO MSU home football game that day. Lunch at a restaurant of 
the group's choosing is an option if there are those that can stay after we are done. We 
should be done with the pick-up by 12 noon or earlier. Please contact Brian Koon if you are 
available to help. 

  
 

THE CELEBRATION CLUB OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

The Birthday and Anniversary Club is a way of celebrating any special event or time 

in your life that you would like to remember by making a contribution to the 

Celebration Club.  The donation you give will be used to help build up our 

Endowment Fund.    

  

Donors in 2018:  Carole Orth, Todd Hendy, Erika Hendy, Abigail Hendy, Madison 

Hendy, Jean Dietrich 

 

Total received in 2018:   $279.00  

Total received 2007 –3/31/18:  $30,639.71   
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2ND ANNUAL CRACKED POT CLAY 

STUDIO TOUR – Kathe Smith 

If you enjoy handmade pottery, you will 
be interested in The Cracked Pot clay 
studio tour happening this month. This 
event takes place on Saturday, 
September 22 from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. and Sunday, September 23 from 
10:00 until 5:00 .pm.  

 
Ceramic artists from across Michigan join 11 amazing private art studios which 
are nestled among gardens, woods and wetlands. Our own, Kathe Smith, will be 
displaying her work! You will find her in the Red Barn in Williamston (north on 
Zimmer).  For tour information go to:  thecrackedpotstudiotour@gmail.com. 
 




2018 FLOWER CALENDAR     

 
Signing up to provide the flowers for worship on any given 
Sunday is a wonderful way to enhance our worship service, 
and to remember/ celebrate/ honor special events and the 
people we love.  It’s easy!  Just put your name on the date of 
your choice on the Flower Calendar located in the hallway 
next to the parlor door, and send/ give a check to the church 
office for the $50 cost.  (Please put “flowers” on the memo 
line of your check.)   
 




Boomers and Beyond!    

The luncheon will be held on Wednesday, September 5 at 12:00 
noon in the church parlor. I have said this many times but I will 
continue to say that this is a meal for YOU! It is a break from your 
busy day, lunch before or after an appointment, a simple reason 

to get together to feed your body and engage in some lighthearted conversation. Won't you 
join us this month? 
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FOOD PANTRY NEWS 

The Greater Lansing Food Bank has transferred more area 

for our pantry to handle as the Letts Center has struggled to 

meet the needs of clients in its geographic area.  Our pantry 

already serves part of the area along MLK Blvd that Letts 

handled.  Thus we need to be prepared for more clients 

from Monday through Thursday during our regular hours, and open the pantry for clients on 

Friday afternoons.  The Greater Lansing Food Bank will increase our budget to handle the 

additional clients.  Historically, there have not been that many clients going to the Letts Center 

for food so we should be able to handle the increased demand.   We always need financial 

support and a check with “Food Pantry” on the memo line or a donation in cash in the green 

envelopes with a check mark in the box for the food pantry will be appreciated. 

With the increased hours and demands, we will need more volunteers to help handle phone 

calls and schedule clients in the morning and help with the clients in the pantry in the 

afternoon.  As Pastor Barb has said in her recent sermons, our church has a very special 

pantry that is not found in many churches.  Her favorite day is Wednesday because of her 

experiences in working in the pantry that day.  Please consider volunteering for a morning or 

afternoon shift.  Maybe service in the pantry will bring similar joy to you too! 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

9/01  Nasim Namy        
9/02  Marilyn Rye     9/11  Bruce Poland 
9/03  Jean Hopkins     9/12  Peggy Whitman  
9/03  Nancy Duncan    9/12  Josef Snyder  
9/03  Don Heck     9/14  Russ Jenks 
9/03  David Jackson     9/14  Barb Edema 
9/03  Archer Sirmeyer    9/15  Connie Heck    
9/04  Verina Thornton    9/17  Tessa Bockes  
9/05  John Metzger     9/18  Stan Jenkins 
9/05  Dan Hengstebeck    9/21  Rio Hughes    
9/05  Jack Drew     9/22  Julia Wenglarski  
9/06  Bryse Friess     9/23  Jacob Fawaz   
9/06  Talia Makhoul    9/24  Elijah Layne    
9/07  Sophia Mackoul    9/24  Atticus Sirmeyer 
9/08  Sharon Johnson    9/27  Judy Hartgerink   
9/10  Bryon Bockes     9/28  Pam Taliaferro 
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HOLIDAY BASKETS 
You might wonder why the Deacons want to bring to our 

attention news about Holiday baskets before the 

Halloween decorations and candy are on sale in our local 

stores.  It’s because the Deacons will be making changes to 

our policies and procedures for distributing food baskets 

for Thanksgiving and Christmas.  First of all, our food 

pantry clients will be given only one Holiday basket 

rather than one at Thanksgiving and one at Christmas.  

Some of our clients have missed the sign up period for 

baskets and did not receive anything.  Therefore, our clients will choose to receive either 

a Thanksgiving or Christmas basket.  This will allow more families to receive a basket 

during the Holiday Season. 

The Deacons also will be reducing the number of baskets that will be distributed from 

125 to 100.  They increased the number from 100 to 125 baskets a couple of years ago but 

this amount was more we physically and financially can handle.  The Deacons also will 

reduce some of the personal care items that have been also packed in the baskets and 

cost additional money. 

Finally, there was an error found in our review of purchases of food for the food pantry 

and Holiday Baskets.  Some of the money donated to the pantry was deposited in the 

Holiday Basket account and spent on items for those baskets.  We again need your 

support for funding Holiday Baskets which cost $45 apiece.  Please mark on your 

check’s memo line “Holiday Food Basket” when you make a donation.  This will 

eliminate the confusion on the purpose of your gift.  Packing and distributing Holiday 

Baskets is one of the most joyful church activities for all of us as we reach out with 

another aspect of our food ministry for our neighborhood clients.   Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       
      

Pastor:  Rev. Stanley Jenkins    Church Administrator:  Tracy Weldon 
Parish Associate:  Rev. Charles Herrick  Custodian:  Steve Taylor 
Pastoral Care Assistant:      Director of Music:  Megan Higle 

Christine DeYonke    Organist:  Sergei Kvitko 
Director of Congregational Life &   Director of Bell Choir:  Shelia Conrad 
Community Outreach:  Sallie Campbell  Sunday Morning Host:  David Jackson 
Director of Christian Education:                        Child Care Staff:  Abigail Grill and 

Kathleen Banghart     Heather Pollok 
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SEPTEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

MANY HAPPY RETURNS to Jean Hopkins on her 93rd  birthday on 

Sepember 3, to Verina Thornton on September 4 for her 90th and 

to Peg Whitman on September 12  for her 88th ! 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to JERRY AND BEVERLEY BOCKES on their 60th 
wedding anniversary on September 6, and to ROGER AND LAURA 
WILKINSON on their 61st  anniversary on September 8! 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to grandparents Sam and Kathe Smith upon the birth of 
grandson Silas Malachi Smith, born on August 11, to parents Joshua Smith and 
Danielle Gierman, and big sister, Azrielle.  Congratulations, too, to grandpa Bob 
Hughes on the birth of his newest granddaughter, Logan, born on August 14 to 
parents Christopher and Liz, and siblings Aryana (Rio), Austin and Alden! 
 
Hospitalized: Kathy Banghart 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 September 2 September 9 September 16 September 23 September 30 

 
Liturgists 

   
Alyse Collins                       

 
Jackie 
Blankenship 

 
Sam Smith 

 
Gwen Botting 

 
Barb Edema 

 

Videographers 

 

XXXX 

 

Rich Blankenship 

 

Bryse Friess 

 

Russ Jenks 

 

Charlie Phillips 

 

Greeters:   

 Chapel 

 

Sharon & Larry 

Johnson 

 

Sue Reames and 

Nan Carter 

 

Jim & Deb 

Donaldson 

 

Mary Lou and Chuck 

Gebhardt 

 

Linda and Dan 

Diepenhorst 

      

Chestnut Street 

 

Joyce and 

Gary Schaub 

 

Sharon Carr 

 

Karen and Bill 

Rude 

 

Judy Hartgerink 

 

Gary and Joyce 

Schaub 

 

REMINDER TO CURRENT SESSION MEMBERS:  There are TWO 

meetings this month:  September 5  AND September 19, both at 

7:00 p.m.    
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Saturday, September 1  
Sunday, September 2  
10:00 a.m.    Morning Worship in Chapel/ 

Communion/ Deacon offering rec’d 
11:00 a.m.    Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall 
Monday, September 3  LABOR DAY 
Holiday        Church office closed 
Tuesday, September 4  
9:30 a.m.      Staff meeting – Library 
12:10 p.m.    Yoga  
3:00 p.m.      Library Committee meeting 
5:00 p.m.     CROP Bag night- Litten Hall 
5:30 p.m.      Adult Education Committee – Library 
6:00 p.m.-9   Global Institute of Lansing class 
6:30 p.m.      LanSingOut Rehearsal – Chapel 
6:30 p.m.      Bagpipers rehearsal – Litten Hall  
7:00 p.m.      Book Group – Parlor 
Wednesday, September 5 
10:30 a.m.    Lectionary Bible Study – Library  
Noon           Boomers & Beyond - luncheon 
2:30 p.m.      Building & Grounds Comm. – Library 
4:00 p.m.-7   Lansing Children’s Choir - Chapel  
5:00 p.m.-6:30Global Institute of Lansing Board mtg 
6:00 p.m.      Mid-Michigan Photo Club–Litten Hall 
6:00 p.m.      Yoga 
6:30 p.m.      Mission Committee – Library 
7:00 p.m.      Session meeting 
Thursday, September 6 
6:00 a.m.      Yoga 
8:30 a.m.-2   NWI Food Distribution - Litten Hall  
6:30 p.m.      CROP Leaders rally - Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m.      Chancel Choir rehearsal 
Friday, September 7 
6:00 p.m.      Yoga 
Saturday, September 8 
9:30am-3      Snyder Bridal Shower – Litten Hall 
Sunday, September 9 
10:00 a.m.    Morning Worship back in Sanctuary 
11:00 a.m.    TAILGATE in Parking lot 
Monday, September 10 
10:00 a.m.    Staff meeting – Library 
3:30 p.m.      Personnel Committee meeting 
5:00 p.m.      Membership Committee - Library 
6:00p.m.-9    Global Institute of Lansing class 
7:00 p.m.      Bells of First rehearsal 
Tuesday, September 11 
12:10 p.m.    Yoga  
5:30 p.m.     Worship Committee -  Library 
6:00p.m.-9    Global Institute of Lansing class  
6:30 p.m.      LanSingOut Rehearsal – Chapel 
6:30 p.m.      Bagpipers rehearsal – Litten Hall 
 

 

Wednesday, September 12 
10:30 a.m.    Lectionary Bible Study – Library  
4:00 p.m.-7   Lansing Children’s Choir – Chapel 
6:00 p.m.      Yoga 
6:30 p.m.-7:30 MI Pride meeting – Library 
 7:00 p.m.      Deacons Meeting 
Thursday, September 13 
6:00 a.m.      Yoga 
10:00 a.m-3  NWI Bread Drop - Litten Hall 
1:00 p.m.      TLC Luncheon Group 

7:00 p.m.      Chancel Choir rehearsal 
Friday, September 14 
6:00 p.m.      Yoga 
Saturday, September 15 
Sunday, September 16 
10:00 a.m.    Morning Worship  
11:00 a.m.    Education for 4 yrs. thru 12th Grade 
  Fellowship Hour/Kitchen Shower –  
  Litten Hall 
11:20 a.m.    Adult Education – Reception Room 
11:30 p.m.    Finance Committee - Library 
Monday, September 17 
10:00 a.m.    Staff meeting – Library 
6:30 p.m.      LanSINGout Board meeting- Chapel 
6:00p.m.-9    Global Institute of Lansing class  
7:00 p.m.      Bells of First rehearsal 
Tuesday, September 18 
12:10 p.m.    Yoga 
6:00 p.m.      Mid-Michigan Photo Club Officer’s 

meeting - Library 
6:00p.m.-9    Global Institute of Lansing class  
6:30 p.m.      LanSingOut rehearsal – Chapel 
6:30 p.m.      Bagpipers rehearsal – Litten Hall 
Wednesday, September 19 
10:30 a.m.    Lectionary Bible Study – Library  
4:00 p.m.-7   Lansing Children’s Choir - Chapel  
7:00 p.m.      Session meeting 
Thursday, September 20 
6:00 a.m.     Yoga 
8:30 a.m.-2   NWI Food Distribution - Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m.      Chancel Choir rehearsal 
Friday, September 21 
6:00 p.m.      Yoga 
Saturday, September 22 
Sunday, September 23 
10:00 a.m.    Morning Worship           
11:00 a.m.    Education for 4 yrs. thru 12th Grade 
                    Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall 
11:20 a.m.    Adult Education – Reception Room 
3:30 p.m.      Advent House Meal 
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Monday, September 24  
10:00 a.m.    Staff meeting – Library 
5:00 p.m.     NorthWest Initiative Cooking class 
6:00p.m.-9    Global Institute of Lansing class 
7:00 p.m.     Bells of First rehearsal 
Tuesday, September 25 
12:10 p.m.    Yoga  
6:00p.m.-9    Global Institute of Lansing class  
6:30 p.m.      LanSingOut rehearsal – Chapel 
6:30 p.m.      Bagpipers rehearsal – Litten Hall 
Wednesday, September 26 
10:30 a.m.    Lectionary Bible Study – Library  
4:00 p.m.-7   Lansing Children’s Choir - Chapel  
6:00 p.m.      Lansing Area Human Rights Board Meeting - Library 
6:00 p.m.      Yoga 
Thursday, September 27 
6:00 a.m.      Yoga 
10:00 a.m-3  NorthWest Initiative Bread Drop - Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m.      Chancel Choir rehearsal 
Friday, September 28   
6:00 p.m.      Yoga 
6:00 p.m.     Parents’ Night Out - Litten Hall/ Child Care room 
Saturday, September 29 
Sunday, September 30 
10:00 a.m.    Morning Worship / 2 Cents a Meal Offering received       
11:00 a.m.    Education for 4 yrs. thru 12th Grade 
                    Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall 
11:20 a.m.    Adult Education – Reception Room 
 
 
 

 

The October newsletter deadline is September 15.   

Please be advised there is less “wiggle” room this month for when 

articles are received, as the editor will be out of town 9/24-28!   Please 

send your articles to Kathy Banghart, kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org 

as close to September 15 as possible.  Thank you!   

 

 

mailto:kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org

