
   
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

December 20, 2020     10:00 a.m. 
       4th Sunday of Advent      

                                                   
 
 
 
 

         
                                                          

 
 
 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS                     Bill Collins 
 
WELCOME                                             Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
PRELUDE                          Sergei Kvitko 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                              Greg Botting           

Leader:  An angel spoke to Mary: “Do not be afraid!” 

People: The child she carries will be God’s son, and the world will never be the same. 

Leader: An angel spoke to Mary: “Do not be afraid!” 

People: God was with her, and God is with us, drawing us into worship and praise.  

 
OPENING HYMN        The Angel Gabriel From Heaven Came   FPC Section Leaders 
This Basque (region which lies over parts of Spain and France) Christmas folk carol is about 
the announcement made to Mary from the angel, Gabriel, as recorded in Luke 1:46-55. It was first published in 
1892, based upon a 13th-century carol, Angelus Ad Virginem. 
 
 

 
 

 



 



FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT              The Christmas Scene Revisited                          by Phyllis Wezeman 

                                                            Heather Pollok, Ryan Dunbar, Audrey Pollok, 

                                                Archer Sirmeyer, Atticus Sirmeyer; Narrated by Christopher Venetis 
                                                         
PRAYER OF CONFESSION                   Greg Botting           

An angel spoke to Mary: “Do not be afraid!” And yet, O Lord, we find ourselves paralyzed  

by fear of what we do not know. Forgive us of our sins, O Lord, and give us the faith of Mary to 

respond to your grace with lives of grateful praise. Let us hear the good news that she first heard: 

Light is breaking. Love is coming. The world is about to turn! (silent prayer)   
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON                        Greg Botting           

If we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. Therefore, consider yourselves dead to sin  

and alive to God in Christ Jesus. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Amen.     

 
RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)                      Megan Higle 
 Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times) 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION             Greg Botting           

Holy God, our hope and strength, by the power of your Spirit prepare the way in our hearts for the coming  
of your Word, so that we may see the glorious signs of your promise fulfilled; through Jesus Christ our  
Lord. Amen. 
  
FIRST LESSON    Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26                   Greg Botting  
  1 I will sing of your steadfast love, O LORD, forever; 
    with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations. 
2 I declare that your steadfast love is established forever; 

    your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 
3 You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one, 
    I have sworn to my servant David: 
4 ‘I will establish your descendants forever, 

    and build your throne for all generations.’” 
 
 19 Then you spoke in a vision to your faithful one, and said: 
    “I have set the crown on one who is mighty, 
    I have exalted one chosen from the people. 
20 I have found my servant David; 
    with my holy oil I have anointed him; 
21 my hand shall always remain with him; 

    my arm also shall strengthen him. 
22 The enemy shall not outwit him, 
    the wicked shall not humble him. 
23 I will crush his foes before him 

    and strike down those who hate him. 
24 My faithfulness and steadfast love shall be with him; 
    and in my name his horn shall be exalted. 
25 I will set his hand on the sea 

    and his right hand on the rivers. 
26 He shall cry to me, ‘You are my Father, 
    my God, and the Rock of my salvation!’        
                                        

Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                               
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
CHORAL ANTHEM     Christmas-tide                          by Bob Chilcott                                        

                                                                                                                                                FPC Section Leader                           



 
GOSPEL LESSON       Luke 1:26-38                                                Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he 
came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she was much perplexed by his 
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name 
him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be 
no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 
born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible 
with God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” 
Then the angel departed from her.    
 
SERMON                       Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
HYMN                 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming(GTG #129)                         FPC Section Leaders 
Although the early copies of this 15th-century German text include many more stanzas than are printed here, 
this simpler, shorter form has much to commend it. This early 17th-century harmonization of the traditional 
chorale melody invites and rewards singing in parts. 



 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                               Sallie Campbell   
 Leader: The Lord be with you 
 People:  And also with you. 

 Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
(Prayers continue) 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
CHORAL ANTHEM                There is No Rose             arr. Alan Bullard 

             FPC Section Leaders 
 
INVITATION TO GIVE                                Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
  You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving 
 
DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)                                  Megan Higle 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://lansingfirstpres.com/giving


 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Philippians 2:5-11)      Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,  
who, though he was in the form of God, 
   did not regard equality with God 
   as something to be exploited,  
but emptied himself, 
   taking the form of a slave, 
   being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form,  
   he humbled himself 
   and became obedient to the point of death— 
   even death on a cross.  
 
Therefore God also highly exalted him 
   and gave him the name 
   that is above every name,  
so that at the name of Jesus 
   every knee should bend, 
   in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
and every tongue should confess 
   that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
   to the glory of God the Father.  
 
HYMN                My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout (GTG#100)             FPC Section Leaders 
By employing an energetic Irish folk song for its melody, this ballad-like paraphrase of the Magnificat, Mary’s 
song at her meeting with her relative Elizabeth (Luke 1:46-55), recaptures both the wonder and the faith of the 
young woman who first recognized what God was doing. 



 



 
BENEDICTION           Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
                         
RESPONSE                  Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)       Megan Higle                        

 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
 The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.   
 
POSTLUDE                         Sergei Kvitko 

 
Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. A-731144 for Apr 
16, 2020 - Apr 15, 2021 
Annual reprint with podcasting | C, 101 to 200 average weekend attendance. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING – TODAY! 
Please remember the PC(USA) Christmas Joy Offering, which provides assistance to current and retired 
church workers in their time of need, and develops our future leaders at Presbyterian-related schools and 
colleges, equipping communities of color. 
 
 
BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE – TOMORROW, MONDAY, DECEMBER 21 @ 7:00 P.M. - ZOOM 
Sometimes it can be hard to celebrate Christmas when, in our own personal lives, we are missing loved ones, 
the pressures of life seem overwhelming, we are suffering from the loss of a job or a betrayal, or someone in 
our close circle is very ill, or in prison, or any number of reasons we can feel that the Christmas season of love 
and joy is passing us by.  This service is for you.  Bringing comfort, remembrance, and peace, this service 
meets us where we are and assures us of God’s love regardless of our circumstances.     
 
Join Zoom Meeting:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86890319656    Meeting ID: 868 9031 9656 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86890319656


 
PRAYERS FOR THE NATION – WILL CONTINUE IN 2021! 
This is an invitation to any who wish to join in ongoing focused prayer for our nation. On Tuesday mornings, we 
gather by Zoom to pray silently for our beloved nation for 25 minutes. It is guided prayer, led by Rev. Barb 
Edema.  To join at any time, send a request to Kathy Banghart (kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org) and she will 
send you the Zoom link to our gathering! 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE – DECEMBER 24 @ 7:00 P.M. – ZOOM (EMAIL WILL BE SENT OUT) 
 
ARTICLES FOR THE JANUARY FIRST EPISTLE ARE DUE NOW!   
Please send them to kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org as soon as possible. 
 
LITURGISTS NEEDED 
If you would like to serve as liturgist for worship anytime from January through June 2021 – either on Zoom or 

in person if that happens – please email or call Gwen Botting with dates you are available. Liturgists can 
easily record their parts of the service before hand and Bill or Megan can play it at the appropriate 
time.  Currently all dates except Feb 28, March 21, March 28, and May 9 are 

available!  Thanks!  Gwenbotting9496@gmail.com 
 
DEACONS’ OFFERING 
We don’t have the small green envelopes to remind us in person, but please remember the importance of 
giving to the Deacons Fund to support the Food Pantry, Holiday Baskets, and other Deacons projects. Specify 
“Deacons Fund” on your check or electronic donation. 
 

mailto:KBANGHART@LANSINGFIRSTPRES.ORG
mailto:Gwenbotting9496@gmail.com

