
   
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

December 13, 2020     10:00 a.m. 
       3rd Sunday of Advent      

                                                   
 
 
 
 

                                                          
 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                     Bill Collins 
 
WELCOME                                             Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

 
PRELUDE                          Sergei Kvitko 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                     Josephine Powers 

Leader:  We gather in this holy place to bear witness to the Light. 

People: The love of God shines upon us and reveals the truth of God’s mercy.  

Leader: We gather in this holy place to bear witness to the Truth. 

People:      The truth of our gospel is good news for the oppressed and a balm for the       

                                         broken hearted. 

 
OPENING HYMN       Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus (GTG#82)    FPC Section Leaders 
With the opening “Come,” this hymn sounds the note of entreaty and invitation that characterizes the Advent 
season (from the Latin adventus = “coming”). Its blending of memory and hope helps us to give voice to 
our present faith as we stand between the past and the future. 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 



             

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT                    The Christmas Scene Revisited                         by Phyllis Wezeman 
                                                           Rachel, Darin, Hamilton and Victor Showalter 
                                            Narrator – Christopher Venetis; Video Production – Megan Higle 
  
PRAYER OF CONFESSION               Josephine Powers 

Your love is good news for the oppressed, O Lord, and you bind up the brokenhearted.  Forgive us, O  

God, when we think that your good news is only for us. Forgive us, O God, when we twist your gospel 

into something that fits comfortably into our lives. By your light, let us see you leading us beyond  

ourselves and into the world you love. By your grace, forgive us, and free us to try again… 

(silent prayer)   
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON              Josephine Powers 

Because we were buried with Christ in these waters, we are also raised to life with him. Believe the gospel! 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Amen.     
 
RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)                      Megan Higle 
 Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times) 
 
SANCTUARY VIDEO UPDATE               Bill Collins 
 
ORDINATION/ INSTALLATION OF ELDERS AND DEACONS                              
 
Constitutional Questions                  

    

Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and Head of the Church, and through him 

believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? 
 

Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the Holy Spirit, the unique and 
authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church universal, and God’s Word to you? 
 
Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as expressed in the confessions 
of our church as authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture leads us to believe, and do you and will 
you be instructed and led by those confessions as you lead the people of God? 

 
Will you fulfill your ministry in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of Scripture, and be continually 
guided by our confessions? 
 
Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by its discipline? Will you be a friend among 
your colleagues in ministry, working with them, subject to the ordering of God’s Word and Spirit? 
 
Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your neighbors, and work for the 
reconciliation of the world? 
  
Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church?  
 
Will you pray for and seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love? 
    
(For ruling elder) Will you be a faithful ruling elder, watching over the people, providing for their worship, 
nurture, and service? Will you share in government and discipline, serving in councils of the church, and in 
your ministry will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ? 
 
(For deacon) Will you be a faithful deacon, teaching charity, urging concern, and directing the people’s help to 
the friendless and those in need, and in your ministry will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ? 
 



++Questions to the Congregation                               Elder Bill Collins       
  
Do we, the members of the church, accept these people as ruling elders or deacons, chosen by God through 
the voice of this congregation to lead us in the way of Jesus Christ? 
 
Do we agree to pray for them, to encourage them, to respect their decisions, and to follow as they guide us, 
serving Jesus Christ, who alone is Head of the Church? 

 
To be installed as elder: Ceci Anderson, Bev Bockes, Bill Collins, and Carol Wallace 
To be ordained and installed as deacon: Krista Botting, Katie Jackson, Chrisann Lowe and Sophia Mackoul 
To be installed as deacon:  Barb Amundsen, Alyse Collins, Jean Fellows, Helen Hansens, and Bethanne Jenks 
                                   
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION              Josephine Powers 
Holy God, our hope and strength, by the power of your Spirit prepare the way in our hearts for the coming  
of your Word, so that we may see the glorious signs of your promise fulfilled through Jesus Christ,  
our Lord. Amen. 
 
FIRST LESSON              Luke 1:46-55           Josephine Powers 
 

46 And Mary said, 
“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

    Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his name. 
50 His mercy is for those who fear him 

    from generation to generation. 
51 He has shown strength with his arm; 
    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

    and lifted up the lowly; 
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
    and sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 

    in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 
                      

Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                               
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
CHORAL ANTHEM               Come, Lord Jesus            by Oliver Tarney 

                                             FPC Section Leaders 
                             
 
SECOND LESSON              Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11                     Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
   The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 
    because the LORD has anointed me; 
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
    to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
    and release to the prisoners; 
2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, 
    and the day of vengeance of our God; 
    to comfort all who mourn; 



3 to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
    to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
    the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
    the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 
4 They shall build up the ancient ruins, 

    they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, 
    the devastations of many generations. 
 
8 For I the LORD love justice, 
    I hate robbery and wrongdoing;  
I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
    and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
9 Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
    and their offspring among the peoples; 
all who see them shall acknowledge 
    that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 
10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 
    my whole being shall exult in my God; 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
    he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11 For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
    and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
    to spring up before all the nations.  
 
SERMON           Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
HYMN                Savior of the Nations, Come (GTG #102)                            FPC Section Leaders 
Though some hymns attributed to Ambrose are doubtful, this one seems rather surely to be by him. Luther’s 
German version (commemorated in the tune name) dropped one syllable from each line of the Latin text, giving 
the hymn its characteristically declarative Lutheran form. 
 



 
  
 
 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                       Rev. Stanley Jenkins   
 Leader: The Lord be with you 
 People:  And also with you. 

 Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
(Prayers continue) 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
CHORAL ANTHEM      Veni, Veni Emmanuel: Ero Cras (I Will Come)                by Michael John Trotta 
   
INVITATION TO GIVE                                Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
  You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving 
 
DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)                                  Megan Higle 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://lansingfirstpres.com/giving


AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Colossians 1:15-20)                  Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in 
heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers 
or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and 
in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. For in him all the 
fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.  
 
HYMN                 Good Christian Friends Rejoice (GTG#132)               FPC Section Leaders 
Carols using two languages, like this one dating from at least the 14th century, belong to a special group 
called “macaronic,” the original languages here being German and Latin. Though the present version is only in 
English, it is sung to the traditional German folk melody. 

 



BENEDICTION           Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
                         
RESPONSE                  Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)       Megan Higle                        

 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
 The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.   
 
POSTLUDE                         Sergei Kvitko 

 
Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. A-731144 for Apr 
16, 2020 - Apr 15, 2021 
Annual reprint with podcasting | C, 101 to 200 average weekend attendance. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
ADULT FORUM BY ZOOM 

December 13, TODAY– Music of Advent 

Megan Higle, Director of Music, leading 
Is Your Heart Prepared for a King? 

 
Join our Director of Music, Megan Higle, as we explore together some of the beautiful music of Advent and 
Christmas!  We will look, listen and reflect upon music of the season.  
    Music/ Text Painting 
               Poetry 
               Music as Devotion/ Prayer 

               Music as Teacher/ Storyteller 
LITURGISTS NEEDED 
If you would like to serve as liturgist for worship anytime from January through June 2021 – either on Zoom or 

in person if that happens – please email or call Gwen Botting with dates you are available. Liturgists can 
easily record their parts of the service before hand and Bill or Megan can play it at the appropriate 
time.  Currently all dates except Feb 28, March 21, March 28, and May 9 are 

available!  Thanks!  Gwenbotting9496@gmail.com 
 
CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING – SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20 
Please remember the PC(USA) Christmas Joy Offering, which provides assistance to current and retired 
church workers in their time of need, and develops our future leaders at Presbyterian-related schools and 
colleges, equipping communities of color. 
  
BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE – MONDAY, DECEMBER 21 @ 7:00 P.M. - ZOOM 
Sometimes it can be hard to celebrate Christmas when, in our own personal lives, we are missing loved ones, 
the pressures of life seem overwhelming, we are suffering from the loss of a job or a betrayal, or someone in 
our close circle is very ill, or in prison, or any number of reasons we can feel that the Christmas season of love 
and joy is passing us by.  This service is for you.  Bringing comfort, remembrance, and peace, this service 
meets us where we are and assures us of God’s love regardless of our circumstances.     
 
Join Zoom Meeting:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86890319656 

   Meeting ID: 868 9031 9656 
 
PRAYERS FOR THE NATION – EXTENDED TO TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22 

This is an invitation to any who wish to join an ongoing focused prayer for our nation. On Tuesday mornings, 
through Dec. 22, we will gather by Zoom to pray silently for our beloved nation for 25 minutes. It will be guided 
prayer, led by Rev. Barb Edema.  To join, send a request to Kathy Banghart (kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org) 
to be included in the Prayers for the Nation Zoom (join any time). 
 
 
 

mailto:Gwenbotting9496@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86890319656


CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE – DECEMBER 24 @ 7:00 P.M. – ZOOM (EMAIL WILL BE SENT OUT) 
 
 
 
DEACONS’ OFFERING 
We don’t have the small green envelopes to remind us in person, but please remember the importance of 
giving to the Deacons Fund to support the Food Pantry, Holiday Baskets, and other Deacons projects. Specify 
“Deacons Fund” on your check or electronic donation. 
 


