
   
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

December 27, 2020     10:00 a.m. 
       1st Sunday of Christmas      

                                                   
 
 
 
 

                                                        
 
 
 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS                     Bill Collins 
 
WELCOME                                             Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
PRELUDE                          Sergei Kvitko 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                Karen Viele           

 Leader: Come, let us sing God’s praise with creation! 

 People: Praise God, sun and moon! Praise God, shining stars! 

 Leader: Come, let us sing with Simeon and Anna! 

 People: Our eyes have seen salvation, God’s gift for all people! 

 Leader: Come let us sing God’s praise together 
    People:                       and worship the Christ-child born for us! 
 
OPENING HYMN        Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (GTG #119)   FPC Section Leaders 
Brought together in the mid-19th century, the text and tune of this familiar carol began in quite different forms. 
The text had ten stanzas and began, “Hark, how all the welkin rings.” The tune was created for a festival 
celebrating Gutenberg’s introduction of moveable type. 



 

             
 



1st SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS              The Christmas Scene Revisited                            by Phyllis Wezeman  

   Jean, Mark, Nat and John Fellows; Video production – Megan Higle 
     
PRAYER OF CONFESSION                    Karen Viele           

O God, in Christ you were born a humble child, love-made-flesh, God-with-us. Forgive us when we fail  

to follow in your way of humility, love, and peace. Free us to see your Light reflecting in the faces  

of friends and family, neighbors and strangers, enemies and friends, and make us shine forth with  

your love. (silent prayer)   
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON                         Karen Viele           

Our righteousness is found in Christ alone, a gift of God by faith.  Beloved people of God, believe the good news: 
through the grace of Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Amen. 
 
RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)                      Megan Higle 
 Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times) 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION              Karen Viele 
Gracious God, by the gift of your Holy Spirit show us the Word made flesh—good news of great joy  
for all—so that we may sing with the angels: glory in the highest and peace on earth; through Jesus Christ  
our Lord. Amen. 
  
FIRST LESSON       Luke 2:22-40                      Karen Viele 
 22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem 
to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as 
holy to the Lord”), 24 and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of 
turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon;  this man was righteous and devout, looking 
forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the 
Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon 

came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary 
under the law, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 

29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
    according to your word; 
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31  which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
    and for glory to your people Israel.” 

33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed 
them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to 
be a sign that will be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce 
your own soul too.” 

36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, 
having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She 
never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 At that moment she came, 
and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.        
                              

Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                               
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
 



CHORAL ANTHEM    Wexford Carol                       arr. by Michael McGlynn 
                                           FPC Section Leaders                           
 
 
GOSPEL LESSON     Psalm 148                                                  
 

1 Praise the LORD! 

Praise the LORD from the heavens; 

    praise him in the heights! 
2 Praise him, all his angels; 

    praise him, all his host! 
3 Praise him, sun and moon; 

    praise him, all you shining stars! 
4 Praise him, you highest heavens, 

    and you waters above the heavens! 
5 Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

    for he commanded and they were created. 
6 He established them forever and ever; 

    he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed.  
7 Praise the LORD from the earth, 

    you sea monsters and all deeps, 
8 fire and hail, snow and frost, 

    stormy wind fulfilling his command! 
9 Mountains and all hills, 

    fruit trees and all cedars! 
10 Wild animals and all cattle, 

    creeping things and flying birds! 
11 Kings of the earth and all peoples, 

    princes and all rulers of the earth! 
12 Young men and women alike, 

    old and young together! 
13 Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

    for his name alone is exalted; 

    his glory is above earth and heaven. 
14 He has raised up a horn for his people, 

    praise for all his faithful, 

    for the people of Israel who are close to him. 

Praise the LORD! 

 

SERMON           Praises in the Unknown            Provided by More Light Presbyterians 
                     
HYMN                       The First Nowell (GTG #147)                                         FPC Section Leaders 
 “Nowell” is the English form of the French “noel,” a shout of joy formerly used at Christmas (as in 
Chaucer’s “Franklin’s Tale”), a clue that the word is older than its first printing. It may have Latin and French 
roots related to “born” (natus /ne) as well to “news” (nova / nouvelle). 



 

 
 



 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                Sallie Campbell   
 Leader: The Lord be with you 
 People:  And also with you. 
 Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
(Prayers continue) 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
CHORAL ANTHEM     What Child Is This?                      arr. by Antony Baldwin      
                                                                                                                                                 FPC Section Leaders 
 
INVITATION TO GIVE                                Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
  You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving 
 
DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)                                  Megan Higle 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://lansingfirstpres.com/giving


 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (The Apostles Creed)                  Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
      and born of the virgin Mary. 
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried; 
      he descended to hell. 
      The third day he rose again from the dead. 
      He ascended to heaven 
      and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
      From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic church, 
      the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 
      and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
HYMN                     Joy to the World (GTG#134)                                     FPC Section Leaders 
 While Isaac Watts did not write this text strictly for Christmas use, he did purposely cast his paraphrase of 
Psalm 98:4-9 in Christian terms, titling it “The Messiah’s coming and kingdom.” So “the Lord” here is Jesus 
Christ, rather than the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 



 
 
 
BENEDICTION           Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
                         



RESPONSE                  Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)       Megan Higle                        
 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
 The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.   
 
POSTLUDE                         Sergei Kvitko 
 
Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. A-731144 for Apr 
16, 2020 - Apr 15, 2021 
Annual reprint with podcasting | C, 101 to 200 average weekend attendance. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 
PRAYERS FOR THE NATION – WILL CONTINUE IN 2021, BEGINNING JANUARY 5! 
This is an invitation to any who wish to join in ongoing focused prayer for our nation. On Tuesday mornings, we 
gather by Zoom to pray silently for our beloved nation for 25 minutes. It is guided prayer, led by Rev. Barb 
Edema.  To join at any time, send a request to Kathy Banghart (kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org) and she will 
send you the Zoom link to our gathering!   (Prayers for the Nation will not meet December 29.) 
 
LITURGISTS NEEDED 
If you would like to serve as liturgist for worship March through June 2021 – either on Zoom or in person if that 
happens – please email or call Gwen Botting, and she will advise you of available dates. Liturgists can easily 
record their parts of the service beforehand, and Bill or Megan can play it at the appropriate 
time.  Thanks!  Gwenbotting9496@gmail.com 
 
DEACONS’ OFFERING 
We don’t have the small green envelopes to remind us in person, but please remember the importance of 
giving to the Deacons Fund to support the Food Pantry, Holiday Baskets, and other Deacons projects. Specify 
“Deacons Fund” on your check or electronic donation. 
 

mailto:Gwenbotting9496@gmail.com

