
   
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

December 6, 2020     10:00 a.m. 
        2nd Sunday of Advent      

                                                   
 
 
 
 

                                                              
 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                     Bill Collins 
 
WELCOME                                             Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
PRELUDE                          Sergei Kvitko 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                 Bill Collins 

 Leader:  A voice cries out in the wilderness, 

    People ; “Prepare the way of the Lord!” 

 Leader: Let us line the road with beauty 

 People: and pave it with acts of justice. 

    Leader: For the Holy One is coming our way, 

 People: the giver of life and the source of living water.  
  
OPENING HYMN         Prepare the Way, O Zion (GTG#106)               FPC Section Leaders 
This engaging Advent text based on Isaiah 40:3-5 and Psalm 24:7-10 has been in use in the Church of 
Sweden for almost two hundred years. It is set to a version of an even older Swedish tune, which in turn seems 
to be derived from a German folk tune that spread to Scandinavia. 



                              
 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT               The Christmas Scene Revisited      by Phyllis Wezeman 

Avery Wisner, Devon Staples, Bethanne Jenks, Chuck and Mary Lou Gebhardt;  
Narrator - Christopher Venetis;  Video production – Megan Higle  

 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                       Bill Collins 

“Prepare the way of the Lord,” your prophet says to us. 

Forgive us when we have failed to prepare your way. 

Forgive us when we have stood in your way, instead: 

when we let the challenging words of your prophets roll off our lives,      

rather than let them spark change; when we walk around a neighbor in need, 

rather than encounter a chance for compassion.  

Forgive us, O Lord, and grant us assurance 

that the glory of your coming does not depend  

upon the righteousness of your followers.  
Forgive us, O Lord, and free us to try again…(silent prayer)   
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON                Bill Collins 
The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Jesus Christ came into the world  
to save sinners. He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, that we might be dead to sin,  
and alive to all that is good. I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Amen.    
 
RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)                      Megan Higle 
 Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times) 
 
MINUTE FOR MISSION                    Jim Donaldson 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                Bill Collins 
Holy God, our hope and strength, by the power of your Spirit prepare the way in our hearts for the coming of 
your Word, so that we may see the glorious signs of your promise fulfilled; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
                                   
FIRST LESSON   Psalm 85 1-2, 8-13                       Bill Collins  
 

1 LORD, you were favorable to your land; you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
2 You forgave the iniquity of your people; you pardoned all their sin. 

8 Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, for he will speak peace to his people, to his faithful, to those who 
turn to him in their hearts. Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in our 
land. 10 Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will kiss each other. 11 Faithfulness 
will spring up from the ground, and righteousness will look down from the sky. 12 The LORD will give what is 
good, and our land will yield its increase. 13 Righteousness will go before him, and will make a path for his 
steps. 
 

Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                               
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
CHORAL ANTHEM                Every Valley                                    by John Ness Beck 
                                                     FPC Section Leaders 
                             
 
GOSPEL LESSON                Mark 1:1-8                 Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
The beginning of the good news[a] of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; 3 the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’”4 John the baptizer appeared in the 
wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And people from the whole 
Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the 
river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his 
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8 I have baptized you with water; 
but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.       
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A1-8%09&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24214a


HYMN      On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry (GTG #96)                               FPC Section Leaders 
This hymn shows how once-unconnected parts can work together. The text about John the Baptist was written 
in Latin in the 18th century and translated into English in the 19th century. Similarly, the 17th-century melody 
was adapted to its present form in the 19th century. 

  
SPECIAL MUSIC    Soon and Very Soon         by Andrae Crouch   
                      Children of First Presbyterian 
  
INVITATION TO GIVE                                Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
  You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving 
 
DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)                                  Megan Higle 

http://lansingfirstpres.com/giving


 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER      Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
  
 The Prayer of Thanksgiving          
  Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
  People:  And also with you. 
  Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
  People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
  Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 Leader: … who forever sing to the glory of your name 
 
 
 
 
Sanctus 
 



          
  
Leader:  … Let us proclaim together the mystery of faith: 

 People: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 

Invocation of Holy Spirit          
 
Lord’s Prayer (unison) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.   
            

Words of Institution           
 
The Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
 
Responsive Prayer after the Supper         

Leader:  Holy Spirit, you have filled us with your life. 
  People:  Christ our Savior, you have embraced us in your love. 
  Leader:  God our Mother, you have fed us with your grace. 
  People:  Now send us out into your beloved world to share your life, your love, your  
    grace with all. 
  Leader: Blessing and honor and glory to you, holy, holy, holy Lord.  
  People: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (The Apostles Creed)                  Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended 
to heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
HYMN                   Angels, from the Realms of Glory (GTG#143)             FPC Section Leaders 
This familiar carol was first published as a poem in the Christmas Eve 1816 issues of a newspaper the author 
edited in Sheffield, England. The tune name (REGENT SQUARE) celebrates the location of 
a prominent Presbyterian Church in London, sometimes called the “Presbyterian cathedral." 

 
 
 



BENEDICTION           Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
                         
RESPONSE                  Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)       Megan Higle                        
 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
 The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.   
 
POSTLUDE                         Sergei Kvitko 
 
Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. A-731144 for Apr 
16, 2020 - Apr 15, 2021 
Annual reprint with podcasting | C, 101 to 200 average weekend attendance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ADULT FORUM BY ZOOM 
FALL 2020 

 
December 6 - TODAY 

Come to the Zoom Alternative Gift Fair after worship. There will be crafts from Uganda, sewn items 
from African fabrics, and Fair Trade coffee and chocolate. Just in time for Christmas! 
 

December 13 – Music of Advent. 
Megan Higle, Director of Music, leading. 

Is Your Heart Prepared for a King? 
 
Join our Director of Music, Megan Higle, as we explore together some of the beautiful music of Advent and 
Christmas!  We will look, listen and reflect upon music of the season.  
    Music/Text Painting 
               Poetry 
               Music as Devotion/Prayer 

               Music as Teacher/Storyteller 
 
 
DEACONS’ OFFERING 
We don’t have the small green envelopes to remind us in person, but please remember the importance of 
giving to the Deacons Fund to support the Food Pantry, Holiday Baskets, and other Deacons projects. Specify 
“Deacons Fund” on your check or electronic donation. 
 

 
 

 


