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WORSHIP ON THE EVE OF CHRIST’S NATIVITY 
Thursday, December 24, 2020   7:00 p.m. 

 
 
 
WELCOME                                    Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
PRELUDE The First Nowell & Away in A Manger            Sergei Kvitko & Megan Higle  
 
CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP Gaudete from Piae Cantiones (1582)        FPC Section Leaders 
                                   
OPENING CAROL       Once in Royal David’s City (140) 

Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for His bed. 
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child. 

 
He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all, 

And His shelter was a stable, And His cradle was a stall.  
With the poor, oppressed, and lowly, Lived on earth our Savior holy. 

 
And our eyes at last shall see Him, through His own redeeming love, 

For that Child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heaven above; 
And He leads His children on to the place where He is gone. 

 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT & CHRISTMAS CANDLE(S)                
 
CHRISTMAS CAROL   Angels, from the Realms of Glory (143) 
    

Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth; 
You, who sang creation’s story, now proclaim Messiah’s birth; 

Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king! 
 

Shepherds, in the fields abiding, watching o’er your flocks by night, 
God with us is now residing; yonder shines the infant light: 

Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king! 
 

CHRISTMAS PRAYER                     Rev. Stanley Jenkins  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory, forever.  Amen 
 
 
 
CHRISTMAS CAROL                 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (119) 

 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king. 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
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Joyful all ye nations rise; join the triumph of the skies; 
With the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!” 
 

Christ by highest heaven adored, Christ the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold him come, off-spring of the virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail the incarnate deity, 
Pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel. 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!” 
 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 
Born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!” 

 
 
READING                                         Megan Higle 
From CHANTICLEER by William Austin 
Wake, O earth, wake everything! 
Wake and hear the joy I bring; 
Wake and joy, for all this night 
Heaven and every twinkling light,  
 All amazing 
 Still stand gazing. 
Angels, Powers, and all that be, 
Wake, and joy this Sun to see. 
 
Hail, O Sun, O blessed Light, 
Sent into the world by night! 
Let thy rays and heavenly powers 
Shine in these dark souls of ours; 
 For most duly 
 Thou art truly 
God and man, we do confess: 
Hail, O Sun of Righteousness! 
 
MUSIC RESPONSE          

 Christmas Gift  by Sergei Kvitko         Sergei Kvitko 
 

READING           Kathy Banghart 
Isaiah 40: 1-4 
Your God says, “Comfort, comfort my people. Speak kindly to the people of Jerusalem and tell them that 
their time of service is finished, that they have paid for their sins, that the Lord has punished Jerusalem 
twice for every sin they did.” This is the voice of one who calls out: “Prepare in the desert the way for the 
Lord. Make a straight road in the dry lands for our God. Every valley shall be raised up, and every mountain 
and hill should be made flat. The rough ground should be made level, and the rugged ground should be 
made smooth.” 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE 

Every Valley by John Ness Beck         FPC Section Leaders 
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READING                       Sallie Campbell 
Isaiah 9: 2, 6 
Before those people lived in darkness, but now they have seen a great light. They lived in a dark land, but a 
light has shined on them. A child has been born to us; God has given a son to us. He will be responsible for 
leading the people. His name will be Wonderful Counselor, Son of God, Prince of Peace.   
                       
 

CHILDREN’S SONG         Away in a Manger         Matthew Ringlever & Audrey Pollok 
 
CHILDREN’S STORY                          Kathy Banghart & Sallie Campbell 
 
OFFERING          
 
MUSIC RESPONSE  
    O Holy Night  by Adolphe Adam              Katie Hill 
 
                
READING                    Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
Isaiah 11: 1 – 2,  6 - 9                     
A new branch will grow from a stump of a tree; so a new king will come from the family of Jesse. The spirit 
of the Lord will rest upon that king. The Spirit will give him wisdom and understanding, guidance and 
power. The Spirit will teach him to know and respect the Lord. Then wolves will live in peace with 
lambs, and leopards will lie down to rest with goats. Calves, lions, and young bulls will eat 
together, and a little child will lead them. Cows and bears will eat together in peace. Their young 
will lie down to rest together. Lions will eat hay as oxen do. A baby will be able to play near a 
cobra’s hole, and a child will be able to put his hand into the nest of a poisonous snake. They will 
not hurt or destroy each other on all my holy mountain, because the earth will be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the sea is full of water.                 
 
CHRISTMAS CAROL                O Little Town of Bethlehem (121) 
 

O little town of Bethlehem how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by, 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

 
For Christ is born of Mary; and gathered all above,  

While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love. 
O morning stars together proclaim the holy birth! 

And praises sing to God the King, and peace to all on earth. 
READING                Megan Higle 
Luke 1: 26-35, 38 
During Elizabeth’s sixth month of pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to 
a virgin. She was engaged to marry a man named Joseph from the family of David. Her name was Mary. The 
angel came to her and said, “Greetings! The Lord has blessed you and is with you.” But Mary was very 
startled by what the angel said and wondered what this greeting might mean. The angel said to her, “Don’t 
be afraid, Mary; God has shown you his grace. Listen! You will become pregnant and give birth to a son, 
and you will name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God 
will give him the throne of King David, his ancestor. He will rule over the people of Jacob forever, and his 
kingdom will never end.” Mary said to the angel, “How will this happen since I am a virgin?” The angel said 
to Mary, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will cover you. For this 
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reason the baby will be holy and will be called the Son of God. Mary said, “I am the servant of the Lord. Let 
this happen to me as you say!” Then the angel went away.                      
 
CHRISTMAS CAROL 
     O Come, All Ye Faithful (133) 
 

O Come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! 

Come, and behold Him, born the King angels! 
O come, let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord! 

 
Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation! 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all Glory in the highest! 

O come, let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord! 
 

 
READING                        Kathy Banghart 
Luke 2: 1, 3 - 7                 
At that time, Augustus Caesar sent an order that all people in the countries under Roman rule must list 
their names in a register. And all went to their own towns to be registered. So, Joseph left Nazareth, a town 
in Galilee, and went to the town of Bethlehem in Judea, known as the town of David. Joseph went there 
because he was from the family of David. Joseph registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who 
was now pregnant. While they were in Bethlehem, the time came for Mary to have the baby, and she gave 
birth to her first son. Because there were no rooms left in the inn, she wrapped the baby with pieces of 
cloth and laid him in a box where animals are fed. 
          
 
CHORAL RESPONSE              FPC Section Leaders 
    This endris night  by Sarah Quartel    
 
 
READING           Sallie Campbell 
Luke 2: 8 – 16 
That night, some shepherds were in the fields nearby watching their sheep. Then an angel of the 
Lord stood before them. The glory of the Lord was shining around them, and they became very 
frightened. The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I am bringing you good news that will be a 
great joy to all people. Today your Savior was born in the town of David. He is Christ, the Lord. 
This is how you will know him: You will find a baby wrapped in pieces of cloth and lying in a 
manger.” Then a very large group of angels from heaven joined the first angel, praising God and 
saying: “Give glory to God in heaven, and on earth let there be peace among all people.” When 
the angels left them and went back to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go to 
Bethlehem. Let’s see this thing that has happened which the Lord has told us about.” So the 
shepherds went quickly and found Mary and Joseph and the baby, who was lying in a manger. 
 
CHRISTMAS CAROL                               The First Nowell (147) 

 
The first nowell the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

In fields where they lay a-keeping their sheep, on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell, Born is the King of Israel. 
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They looked up and saw a star shinning in the east beyond them far, 
And to the earth it gave great light, and so it continued both day and night. 

Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell, Born is the King of Israel 
 

 
READING           Kathy Banghart 
Matthew 2: 1 - 11              
Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem in Judea during the time when Herod was king. When Jesus was 
born, some wise men from the east came to Jerusalem. They asked, “Where is the baby who was born to be 
the king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.” When King Herod heard 
this, he was troubled, as well as all the people in Jerusalem. Herod called a meeting of all the leading priests 
and teachers of the law and asked them where the Christ would be born. They answered, “In the town of 
Bethlehem in Judea. The prophet wrote about this in the Scriptures: ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of 
Judah, are important among the tribes of Judah. A ruler will come from you who will be like a shepherd for 
my people Israel.’” Then Herod had a secret meeting with the wise men and learned from them the exact 
time they first saw the star. He sent the wise men to Bethlehem, saying, “Look carefully for the child. When 
you find him, come tell me so I can worship him too.” After the wise men heard the king, they left. The star 
that they had seen in the east went before them until it stopped above the place where the child was. When 
the wise men saw the star, they were filled with joy. They came to the house where the child was and saw 
him with his mother, Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. They opened their gifts and gave 
him treasures of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE     
     Falantidida  by Jenny McLeod         FPC Section Leaders 

    
 
READING 
John 1: 1 – 14a                      Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
In the beginning there was the Word. The Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God 
in the beginning. All things were made by him, and nothing was made without him. In him there was life, 
and that life was the light of all people. The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overpowered it. There was a man named John who was sent by God. He came to tell people the truth about 
the Light so that through him all the people could hear about the Light and believe. John was not the Light, 
but he came to tell people the truth about the Light. The true Light that gives light to all was coming into 
the world!  The Word was in the world, and the world was made by him, but the world did not know him. 
But to all who did accept him and believe in him he gave the right to become children of God. They did 
not become his children in any human way – by any human parents or human desire. They were born of 
God. The Word became human and lived among us. 
 
CLOSING CAROL                            Silent Night, Holy Night (122) 

(During the first verse please light your candles at home.) 
 

Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright, 
Round yon virgin mother and child!  Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing:  “Alleluia; 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.” 
 

Silent night, holy night!  Son of God, love’s pure light, 
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Radiant beams from Thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

     
Silent night, holy night!  Wondrous star, lend they light;  

With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born. 

 
MESSAGE & BENDICTION                   Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
POSTLUDE    Joy to the World  (134)                      
 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come: let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 

And heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

 
Joy to the world! The Savior reigns: Let us our songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 
He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, and wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, and wonders, wonders of His love. 

 
 
 
 

*Special thank you to Sharon Johnson for providing ASL for some of our hymns 


