SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
January 10, 2021 10:00 a.m.
Baptism of the Lord

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Bill Collins

WELCOME

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

Sergei Kvitko
Sherri DeMarco
In the beginning, God created the world, and God blessed it:
“It is good.”
In the beginning, God created light, and God blessed it:
“It is good.”
In the beginning, God created life, and God blessed it:
“It is good.”
Since the beginning, God has not stopped creating,
calling us closer to all that is good.

OPENING HYMN
God the Sculptor (GTG #5)
FPC Section Leaders
Despite the great sweep of these stanzas, each one ends by describing how our human condition needs
God’s help: formless, aimless, hungry, searching. Each of these adjectives is followed by a related threesyllable petition: shape us now, lead us now, feed us now, meet us now.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Sherri DeMarco
God, whose spirit moved over the waters, you have washed us in your mercy, claimed us as your own,
bound us in community, and called us to lives of baptismal grace. Forgive us, O God, for we have
not lived as if we were your baptized people. We stumble over opportunities for forgiveness.
We prioritize our own selfish interests. We are slow to disrupt the status quo, even when it
means ignoring our neighbors’ suffering. Forgive us, O God, and by your forgiveness, lead us back
to your waters of transformation. (silent prayer)
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Sherri DeMarco
Hear the good news! Hope does not disappoint us, for God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit given to us in baptism. Believe this good news and give thanks: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
Amen.
RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)
Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times)

Megan Higle

DEDICATION SERVICE FOR VICTOR APOLLO SHOWALTER
Darin and Rachel, you have shared in God’s creative power, bringing forth this beautiful new life. Will you
pledge to support and love Victor by providing the opportunity for him to grow up in the family of faith, with
the hope that he will someday confess Christ as his own Teacher, Lord, and Savior?
If so, say “We will.”
Will you, to the best of your ability and with God’s help, provide a loving family environment in which Victor
can grow in love, loyalty, and obedience to God?
If so, say “We will.”
Will you encourage Victor to grow in love, loyalty, and obedience to God?
If so, say “We will.”
(To the Congregation)
Darin and Rachel have expressed their trust in God and in you, the body of Christ gathered here, by
presenting this child for dedication. Will you pledge your support and loving presence in times of ease and
difficulty, in times of joy and sorrow, in times of growth and frustration? Will you pledge to be faithful
witnesses for Christ in upholding this family and especially this little one, Victor?
If so, say “We will.”
(To Victor)
Victor Apollo Showalter, you are dedicated to the Lord. May all the resources of home, family, and church
nurture you and encourage your own decision for Jesus Christ.
Prayer
God of love, you have blessed us with wonder, and today we celebrate your gift in new life. May we, being
mindful of your presence at all times, remember what Jesus said, “Whoever does not receive the Kingdom
of God as a little child will never enter it.” Make your presence known in the life of Victor and in the life of his
family. Bless Victor and the rest of your children gathered here. We pray in the name of Christ, whose love
for all your children brings us here. Amen.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Sherri DeMarco
Saving God, source of our calling, your Word is full of power and glory. Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us
so that we may receive your grace and live as your beloved children through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

FIRST LESSON
Psalm 29
1
Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2
Ascribe to the LORD the glory of his name;
worship the LORD in holy splendor.
3
The voice of the LORD is over the waters;
the God of glory thunders,
the LORD, over mighty waters.
4
The voice of the LORD is powerful;
the voice of the LORD is full of majesty.
5
The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars;
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon.
6
He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Sirion like a young wild ox.
7
The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire.
8
The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
9
The voice of the LORD causes the oaks to whirl,
and strips the forest bare;
and in his temple all say, “Glory!”
10
The LORD sits enthroned over the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king forever.
11
May the LORD give strength to his people!
May the LORD bless his people with peace!
Leader:
People:

CHORAL ANTHEM

Sherri DeMarco

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

With This Water

by Fred Gramann
FPC Section Leaders

GOSPEL LESSON
Mark 1:4-11
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
4
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins. 5 And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him,
and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel’s hair,
with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, “The one who is more
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8 I have
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth
of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw
the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11 And a voice came from heaven, “You
are my Son, the Beloved, with you I am well pleased.”
SERMON

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

HYMN
Breathe on Me, Breath of God (GTG #286)
FPC Section Leaders
In both Hebrew and Greek, the words for “spirit” can equally well be translated as “breath” or “wind,” so it is
very appropriate to address the Holy Spirit as “The Breath of God.” This tune by an English organist has
become the customary one in North American hymnals.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Leader:
The Lord be with you
People:
And also with you.
Leader:
Lift up your hearts.
People:
We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

(Prayers continue)
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
SPECIAL MUSIC

The Spirit of the Lord

by Zebulon Highben

INVITATION TO GIVE
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving
DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)

Megan Higle

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Colossians 1:15-20)
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
15
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16 for in him all things in heaven and on earth
were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have
been created through him and for him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold
together. 18 He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he
might come to have first place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and
through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making
peace through the blood of his cross.
HYMN
I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry (GTG#488)
FPC Section Leaders
Originally created to accompany a video series on baptism, this hymn speaks in the
imagined conversational voice of God, assuring the person being baptized of God’s presence throughout the
changing stages of life. It offers a reminder that baptism is a once-in-a-lifetime event.

BENEDICTION

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

RESPONSE
Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.

Megan Higle

POSTLUDE

Sergei Kvitko

Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. A-731144 for Apr
16, 2020 - Apr 15, 2021
Annual reprint with podcasting | C, 101 to 200 average weekend attendance.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADULT FORUM BY ZOOM
January 10 - TODAY
Becoming a Matthew 25 Church
What does it mean to be a Matthew 25 church, what resources are available to us
and why it was decided to join this movement formally.
Sunday, January 17, 2021
Being a Matthew 25 Church
How have we been participating in the work of Matthew 25 already
and where can we go from here?

PRAYERS FOR THE NATION – WILL CONTINUE IN 2021, BEGINNING JANUARY 5!
This is an invitation to any who wish to join in ongoing focused prayer for our nation. On Tuesday mornings, we
gather by Zoom to pray silently for our beloved nation for 25 minutes. It is guided prayer, led by Rev. Barb
Edema. To join at any time, send a request to Kathy Banghart (kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org) and she will
send you the Zoom link to our gathering!
LITURGISTS NEEDED
If you would like to serve as liturgist for worship March through June 2021 – either on Zoom or in person, if that
happens – please email or call Gwen Botting, and she will advise you of available dates. Liturgists can easily
record their parts of the service beforehand, and Bill or Megan can play it at the appropriate
time. Thanks! Gwenbotting9496@gmail.com
DEACONS’ OFFERING
We don’t have the small green envelopes to remind us in person, but please remember the importance of
giving to the Deacons Fund to support the Food Pantry, Holiday Baskets, and other Deacons projects. Specify
“Deacons Fund” on your check or electronic donation.

