
   
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

January 17, 2021     10:00 a.m. 
     2nd Sunday after Epiphany        

 
                                  
 

                                                      
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS                     Bill Collins 
 
WELCOME                                             Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

 
PRELUDE                          Sergei Kvitko 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                      Kathy Banghart 

  Leader: Come and see the grace of God,  

  People: Christ our teacher and our friend.  

  Leader: Come and see the son of God,  

  People: Christ our healer and salvation.  

  Leader: God is moving in this place. 
       People:                    Come and see! Come and see. 

   
OPENING HYMN                  God Reveal Your Presence (GTG #412)              FPC Section Leaders 
Despite multiple layers of translation and revision, this text embodies the mystical piety of one of the German 
Reformed Church’s greatest hymnists and spiritual leaders of the early 18th century. It is set here to a slightly 
earlier tune from that tradition. 



 

 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION                    Kathy Banghart 

God of abundant mercy, you embodied love for us in the life of Jesus Christ. You ate with sinners 

and shared with outcasts. You loved with boldness and healed with grace. Forgive us, O God, when  

we do not trust your love: when we doubt whether we are worthy of your care. Forgive us, O God,  

when we try to cheapen love: when we limit it to shallow feelings instead of bold actions.  Help us,  

O God, when we cannot feel your love:  when we are isolated, afraid, and unable to see your presence.  

Forgive us, O God, of the ways we fall short. Free us to try again, and let your love lead the way… 

(silent prayer) 
             
ASSURANCE OF PARDON                              Kathy Banghart 

Hear the good news! As people born of water and the Spirit we have died to the old life, and a new life has 
begun. God’s grace is poured out upon us day by day. Come to the water and remember your baptism. 
Be thankful, and live as one who has been raised to new life! In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  Amen 
 
RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)                      Megan Higle 
 Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times) 
 
MINUTE FOR MISSION                    Jim Donaldson 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                   Kathy Banghart  

Saving God, source of our calling, your Word is full of power and glory. Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us 
so that we may receive your grace and live as your beloved children; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
               
FIRST LESSON                    Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18             Kathy Banghart  

                                                 
1 O LORD, you have searched me and known me. 
2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 

    you discern my thoughts from far away. 
3 You search out my path and my lying down, 
    and are acquainted with all my ways. 
4 Even before a word is on my tongue, 

    O LORD, you know it completely. 
5 You hem me in, behind and before, 

    and lay your hand upon me. 
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

    it is so high that I cannot attain it. 
 
13 For it was you who formed my inward parts; 

    you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 

    Wonderful are your works; 
   that I know very well. 
15     My frame was not hidden from you, 
when I was being made in secret, 
    intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 
16 Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 
In your book were written 
    all the days that were formed for me, 
    when none of them as yet existed. 
17 How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 

    How vast is the sum of them! 
18 I try to count them—they are more than the sand; 

    I come to the end]—I am still with you. 
    

   Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                         
   People:  Thanks be to God. 



 
CHORAL ANTHEM          Lord, Thou Hast Searched Me                              by Howard Helvey          
                  with Molly Hughes, violin              FPC Section Leaders 

                      
GOSPEL LESSON    Matthew 25: 31-45      Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his 
glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33 and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at 
the left. 34 Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you 
gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37 Then the righteous 
will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you 
something to drink? 38 And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you 
clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40 And the king will answer 

them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to 
me.’ 41 Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels; 42 for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, 
sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44 Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you 
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45 Then he will 

answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 
 
SERMON                    Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

                     
HYMN              I, The Lord of Sea and Sky (GTG #69)                                    FPC Section Leaders   
The stanzas here need to be understood as representing the voice of God, while the refrain (based on Isaiah 
6:8) is the faithful human response to God’s call. This becomes clearer if a leader or small group sings the 
stanzas, with the congregation joining on the refrain. 



 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                        Gwen Botting 

 Leader: The Lord be with you 
 People:  And also with you. 

 Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
(Prayers continue) 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,  



as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC        Be Thou My Vision                                   arr. Mitchell Eithun 
                                                          Members of Bells of First 

   
INVITATION TO GIVE                                Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
  You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving 
 
DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)                                  Megan Higle 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Philippians 2:5-11)                             Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard 
equality with God as something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, 
being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to 
the point of death— even death on a cross.9 Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name 
that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, 11 and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
 
 
 

http://lansingfirstpres.com/giving


HYMN                     Lead Me, Guide Me (GTG#740)                                     FPC Section Leaders  
This African American gospel hymn can well be understood as an updated adaption of Psalm 5:8, with 
the “enemies” of the psalm treated as the pressures and temptations of daily life. As with the psalms, the “I” 
here is understood to express a shared communal experience. 

 
 
BENEDICTION           Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

                         
RESPONSE                  Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)       Megan Higle                        

 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
 The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.   
 
POSTLUDE                         Sergei Kvitko 

 
Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. A-731144 for Apr 
16, 2020 - Apr 15, 2021 
Annual reprint with podcasting | C, 101 to 200 average weekend attendance. 

 



 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

ADULT FORUM BY ZOOM 
 

 

TODAY - Sunday, January 17, 2021  
Becoming a Matthew 25 Church 

What does it mean to be a Matthew 25 church? 
How have we been participating in the work of Matthew 25 already,   

and where can we go from here? 
 

January 24 
We will hear updates on two of our ministries. 

Steve Fitton, from the Personnel Committee, will introduce us to the need to re-think our present staff 
structure, with the pending retirements in May of Kathy Banghart, our Director of Christian Education, and 

Sallie Campbell, our Director of Congregational Life and Community Outreach. 
Following that, the Food Pantry team will give us a look into the workings of our food ministry in this time of 

food insecurity. Much has changed in the time of Covid and we are blessed with the dedication of a team of 
volunteers who carry out (sometimes literally) the mission of our church. 

 
 
THE PRESBYTERY 2021 PER CAPITA IS $35.23 PER PERSON.  

Presbyterians have used per capita—an annual per member apportionment assessed by the General 
Assembly (Book of Order, G-3.0106; see also Standing Rule F.4.b.), and by many synods and presbyteries, to 
enable Presbyterians mutually and equitably to share the ecclesiastical and administrative costs of sustaining 
our witness to Christ—as a sign of the covenant that binds us together. 
 
PRAYERS FOR THE NATION GROUP CONTINUES IN 2021 
This is an invitation to any who wish to join in ongoing focused prayer for our nation. On Tuesday mornings, we 
gather by Zoom to pray silently for our beloved nation for 25 minutes. It is guided prayer, led by Rev. Barb 
Edema.  To join at any time, send a request to Kathy Banghart (kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org) and she will 
send you the Zoom link to our gathering!    
 
LITURGISTS NEEDED 
If you would like to serve as liturgist for worship March through June 2021 – either on Zoom or in person, if that 
happens – please email or call Gwen Botting, and she will advise you of available dates. If desired, liturgists 
can easily record their parts of the service beforehand, and Bill or Megan can play it at the appropriate 
time.  Thanks!  Gwenbotting9496@gmail.com 
 
DEACONS’ OFFERING 

We don’t have the small green envelopes to remind us in person, but please remember the importance of 
giving to the Deacons Fund to support the Food Pantry, Holiday Baskets, and other Deacons projects. Specify 
“Deacons Fund” on your check or electronic donation. 

mailto:Gwenbotting9496@gmail.com

