SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
January 3, 2021 10:00 a.m.
2nd Sunday of Christmas
Epiphany Sunday

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Bill Collins

WELCOME

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

PRELUDE

Sergei Kvitko

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:

Christopher Venetis
Come, hear the Christmas news:
Jesus Christ is born!
Come, sing the Christmas story:
Jesus Christ is born!
Come, worship the Christmas child.
Jesus Christ is born!
Let us worship God.

OPENING HYMN
What Star is This, With Beams So Bright (GTG #152)
FPC Section Leaders
The 18th-century Latin text calls attention to three kinds of light: the light of the star leading the Magi to the
Christ-Child, the inward light inspiring their journey, and Christ who is the Light of the world. The simple union
melody unites everything in a gentle arc.

2ND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS (EPIPHANY SUNDAY)
The Christmas Scene Revisited
Rachel, Darin and Hamilton Showalter

by Phyllis Wezeman

Christopher Venetis
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O Holy One, forgive us when we fail to live in the good news of your Christmas story: when we hear
the choir sing, “Rejoice!” but we do not join their chorus; when we know the angels say, “Do not fear,”
yet fear is all we can muster; when we see a star rising in the east, but we turn away from its light.
Forgive us, O Lord, of the sins of our lives and the sins of the systems we fail to disrupt. Convict
us with the cry of a child from a manger, and free us to try again. (silent prayer)
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Christopher Venetis
Do not fear, says the Lord, for I have redeemed you. I have called you by name; you are mine. God is doing a
new thing; now it springs forth! By the grace of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Amen.
RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)
Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times)

Megan Higle

Christopher Venetis
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Gracious God, by the gift of your Holy Spirit show us the Word made flesh—good news of great joy for all—
so that we may sing with the angels: glory in the highest and peace on earth; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
FIRST LESSON

Psalm 147: 12-20

Christopher Venetis

12

Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem!
Praise your God, O Zion!
13
For he strengthens the bars of your gates;
he blesses your children within you.
14
He grants peace within your borders;
he fills you with the finest of wheat.
15
He sends out his command to the earth;
his word runs swiftly.
16
He gives snow like wool;
he scatters frost like ashes.
17
He hurls down hail like crumbs—
who can stand before his cold?
18
He sends out his word, and melts them;
he makes his wind blow, and the waters flow.
19
He declares his word to Jacob,
his statutes and ordinances to Israel.
20
He has not dealt thus with any other nation;
they do not know his ordinances.
Praise the LORD!
Leader:
People:

CHORAL ANTHEM

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

How Brightly Beams the Morning Star

arr. by Dirck J. Sweelinck
FPC Section Leaders

GOSPEL LESSON

John 1:1-18

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning
with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has
come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness did not overcome it.
6

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that
all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light,
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
10

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11 He came
to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his
name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of
the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only
son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes
after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) 16 From his fullness we have all received, grace
upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one
has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.
14

SERMON

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

HYMN
In the Heavens Shone a Star (GTG #131)
FPC Section Leaders
The collaboration of a Philippine linguist and an American missionary, this text includes the usual harmonized
Christmas and Epiphany elements, but they gain a distinctive flavor from the musical setting using the five-note
scale of the Kalinga people who live in northern Luzon.

SPECIAL MUSIC

O Waly Waly

Bill & Alyse Collins, bagpipes

INVITATION TO GIVE
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving
DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)

Megan Higle

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
(This morning's Communion liturgy is based on a liturgy written by Rev. Shelli Latham, pastor at Druid Hills
Presbyterian Church in Atlanta, and provided for free distribution.)
The Prayer of Thanksgiving
Leader:
The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Leader:
Lift up your hearts.
People:
We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Leader:
… who forever sing to the glory of your name

Sanctus

Leader:
People:

… Let us proclaim together the mystery of faith:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Invocation of Holy Spirit
Lord’s Prayer (unison)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
Words of Institution
The Sharing of the Bread and Cup
Unison Prayer of Commitment
Holy God, even when all of this is over, may we not forget how you held us together
while we were apart, how you built a table across the miles, how you call us to continue
the work of table building. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (The Nicene Creed)
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered

death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with
the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one
holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

HYMN
We Three Kings (GTG#151)
FPC Section Leaders
Although Christians had begun by the 2nd century to speak of these visitors from eastern countries (Matthew
2:1-2) as “kings,” perhaps because of passages like Psalm 72:10 and Isaiah 60:3, it is more accurate to think
of them as magi or astrologers, the scholars of the day.

BENEDICTION

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

RESPONSE
Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.

Megan Higle

POSTLUDE

Sergei Kvitko

Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. A-731144 for Apr
16, 2020 - Apr 15, 2021
Annual reprint with podcasting | C, 101 to 200 average weekend attendance.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADULT FORUM BY ZOOM
January 3 - TODAY
Fair Trade and the Presbyterian Coffee Project
With Carol Wallace and Susan Sklar
The Presbyterian Coffee Project brings you high-quality coffee, tea and cocoa products — always paying
farmers fairly. More of the money spent on coffee, tea, chocolate and other products reaches the hardworking
farmers who actually grow them. As part of the Presbyterian Coffee Project, the Small Farmer Fund is one way
that the Presbyterian Hunger Program, Equal Exchange and PC(USA) congregations work together to support
small farmer projects in coffee growing regions around the world. Our speaker will be Susan Sklar, who has
worked at Equal Exchange for almost 17 years, many of which have been as the Interfaith Team Manager.
She has worked as an organizer, an educator, and a writer. She lives with her husband and daughter in
Providence, RI.
January 10
Becoming a Matthew 25 Church
What does it mean to be a Matthew 25 church, what resources are available to us
and why it was decided to join this movement formally.
Sunday, January 17, 2021
Being a Matthew 25 Church
How have we been participating in the work of Matthew 25 already
and where can we go from here?

PRAYERS FOR THE NATION – WILL CONTINUE IN 2021, BEGINNING JANUARY 5!
This is an invitation to any who wish to join in ongoing focused prayer for our nation. On Tuesday mornings, we
gather by Zoom to pray silently for our beloved nation for 25 minutes. It is guided prayer, led by Rev. Barb
Edema. To join at any time, send a request to Kathy Banghart (kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org) and she will
send you the Zoom link to our gathering!

LITURGISTS NEEDED
If you would like to serve as liturgist for worship March through June 2021 – either on Zoom or in person, if that
happens – please email or call Gwen Botting, and she will advise you of available dates. Liturgists can easily
record their parts of the service beforehand, and Bill or Megan can play it at the appropriate
time. Thanks! Gwenbotting9496@gmail.com
DEACONS’ OFFERING
We don’t have the small green envelopes to remind us in person, but please remember the importance of
giving to the Deacons Fund to support the Food Pantry, Holiday Baskets, and other Deacons projects. Specify
“Deacons Fund” on your check or electronic donation.

