
   
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

January 31, 2021     10:00 a.m. 
     4th Sunday after Epiphany        

 
                                 
                                                   
 
 

                                                      
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS                     Bill Collins 
 
WELCOME                                             Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
PRELUDE                          Sergei Kvitko 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                              Bill Collins 
  Leader:  Give thanks to the Lord with your whole heart  
  People: in the company of the congregation. 
  Leader: The Lord is gracious and merciful, ever mindful of the covenant. 
  People: The works of God’s hands are faithful and just, established forever and ever.  
  Leader: Holy and awesome is God’s name. 
       People:                    God’s praise endures forever! 
  
OPENING HYMN             Praise God for this Holy Ground (GTG #405)             FPC Section Leaders 
Although several passages in the Psalms come close to the wording of this refrain, none matches it 
exactly.  The refrain serves as a summation of the stanzas, each of which is filled with multiple instances of 
God’s providential mercy, and all of them are worth pondering. 



 
 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                             Bill Collins 
You have shown us, O God, what it means to follow you. Forgive us when we fail; open our hearts 
and minds to your teachings. You modeled compassion in the person of Jesus Christ, but we do 
not extend kindness to strangers or friends. You challenge systems of injustice through 
the movement of your spirit, but we keep choosing comfort over justice, the status quo over  
the kingdom of God. You create all things good, and your creation sings your praise, but we 
consider no creatures but ourselves and wound your earth by our sin. Forgive us, O God. Pour  
your compassion on us this day, and by your forgiveness, show us how to share it with one  
another. (silent prayer) 
             

 



ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                      Bill Collins 
Because we were buried with Christ in these waters, we are also raised to life with him. Believe the gospel! 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Amen.     
 
RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)                      Megan Higle 
 Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times) 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                      Bill Collins 
God of shining splendor, your voice makes the earth tremble in wonder. Overshadow us with  
your Spirit so that we may hear your Word and live as faithful disciples and covenant people; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                    Psalm 111                                                                  Bill Collins 
 
 Praise the LORD! 
I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 
    in the company of the upright, in the congregation. 
2 Great are the works of the LORD, 
    studied by all who delight in them. 
3 Full of honor and majesty is his work, 
    and his righteousness endures forever. 
4 He has gained renown by his wonderful deeds; 
    the LORD is gracious and merciful. 
5 He provides food for those who fear him; 
    he is ever mindful of his covenant. 
6 He has shown his people the power of his works, 
    in giving them the heritage of the nations. 
7 The works of his hands are faithful and just; 
    all his precepts are trustworthy. 
8 They are established forever and ever, 
    to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness. 
9 He sent redemption to his people; 
    he has commanded his covenant forever. 
    Holy and awesome is his name. 
10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 
    all those who practice it have a good understanding. 
    His praise endures forever. 
                                                    

   Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                         
   People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 
CHORAL ANTHEM          Beatus vir                     by Monteverdi, arr. Catherine DeLanoy 

 FPC Section Leaders 
                      
GOSPEL LESSON                             Mark 1:21-28                           Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
  
21 They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and taught. 22 They were 
astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 23 Just then there 
was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, 24 and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus 
of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” 25 But Jesus rebuked 
him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26 And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud 
voice, came out of him. 27 They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new 
teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28 At once his fame 
began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. 
 



 
SERMON                    Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
                     
HYMN                   Be Thou My Vision (GTG #450)                                         FPC Section Leaders   
These stanzas are selected from a 20th-century English poetic version of an Irish monastic prayer dating to the 
10th century or before. They are set to an Irish folk melody that has proved popular and easily sung despite its 
lack of repetition and its wide range. 
 

 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE            Rev. Stanley Jenkins
 Leader: The Lord be with you 
 People:  And also with you. 
 Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
(Prayers continue) 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
CHORAL ANTHEM     I Believe This Is Jesus                               arr. Undine Smith Moore 
             FPC Section Leaders 
  
INVITATION TO GIVE                                Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
  You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving 
 
DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)                                  Megan Higle 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://lansingfirstpres.com/giving


AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from 2 Tim. 2:11-13)                             Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
11 The saying is sure: If we have died with him, we will also live with him; 12 if we endure, we will also reign with 
him; if we deny him, he will also deny us; 13 if we are faithless, he remains faithful—for he cannot deny himself. 
                                                                           
HYMN          We Come to You for Healing, Lord (GTG#796)                         FPC Section Leaders  
Unlike many hymns on the theme of healing, this text appropriately includes the ministry of medical personnel 
as instruments of God’s healing activity. It also acknowledges that illness is not limited to physical symptoms, 
but involves mental, emotional, and spiritual dimensions. 
 

 
 



BENEDICTION           Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
                         
RESPONSE                  Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)       Megan Higle                        
 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
 The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.   
 
POSTLUDE                         Sergei Kvitko 
 
Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. A-731144 for Apr 
16, 2020 - Apr 15, 2021 
Annual reprint with podcasting | C, 101 to 200 average weekend attendance. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ADULT FORUM BY ZOOM 
January 31 - TODAY 

Peruvian  Culture and Cuisine Come to Michigan 
Jose Aste will introduce us to Peru’s history, geography and food! Jose was born in Lima, Peru and grew up in 
Miami but traveled to Peru often to visit family.  He moved with his wife Missy (Campbell) 6 years ago to 
Michigan and they now have two children. He worked in the aviation industry for 11 years until creating his own 
business, Tantay, here in Lansing.  His goal is to have a family-friendly restaurant that is all Peruvian cuisine – 
restaurant that promotes inclusion and fosters community. 

 
Celebration of African American History Month 

Conversation on Race: Reparations 
                         February 7 and 14 

February marks the beginning of celebrating the contributions and accomplishments of African Americans in 
the United States. This year to start celebrating we will have long overdue discussions on Reparations in 
America. Our discussions will detail, define, and explain Reparations in the U.S. and how we have responded 
as a country to the subject. 

 
. 

THE PRESBYTERY 2021 PER CAPITA IS $35.23 PER PERSON.  
Presbyterians have used per capita—an annual per member apportionment assessed by the General 
Assembly (Book of Order, G-3.0106; see also Standing Rule F.4.b.), and by many synods and presbyteries, to 
enable Presbyterians mutually and equitably to share the ecclesiastical and administrative costs of sustaining 
our witness to Christ—as a sign of the covenant that binds us together. 
 
PRAYERS FOR THE NATION GROUP CONTINUES IN 2021 
This is an invitation to any who wish to join in ongoing focused prayer for our nation. On Tuesday mornings, we 
gather by Zoom to pray silently for our beloved nation for 25 minutes. It is guided prayer, led by Rev. Barb 
Edema.  To join at any time, send a request to Kathy Banghart (kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org) and she will 
send you the Zoom link to our gathering!    
 
DEACONS’ OFFERING 
We don’t have the small green envelopes to remind us in person, but please remember the importance of 
giving to the Deacons Fund to support the Food Pantry, Holiday Baskets, and other Deacons projects. Specify 
“Deacons Fund” on your check or electronic donation. 


