
   
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

February 28, 2021     10:00 a.m. 
            2nd Sunday in Lent    

 
                                
 
                                                     
                                       

                                                  
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS                     Bill Collins 
 
WELCOME                                             Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

 
PRELUDE                          Sergei Kvitko 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                Joe Ross 

 
Leader:  We gather in the season of Lent, a time to examine our hearts and our lives 
People: and journey with Christ through the suffering of the world.  

Leader: Let us pick up our crosses and follow Christ 
People: on a path that is lined with God’s love. 

Leader: God has marked us as beloved dust 
People:                           and called us together to worship. 

 
OPENING HYMN                    Just As I Am, without One Plea (GTG #442)              FPC Section Leaders 
When illness limited her involvement in a bustling household, the author wrote this hymn that helped her both 
to achieve and to express a renewed sense of worth grounded in Christ’s self-giving. Its simple, direct, and 
deeply felt language has made it a source of comfort to many. 
 



 
 
LENTEN CANDLE READING, SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT:  RESPONSIBILITY    Jan Peterson    
by Reverend Mindi Welton-Mitchell, downloaded at ManyVoices.org 
 

Leader:  Jesus has called us to love our neighbors as ourselves, but all too often we let the social 
boundaries and borders of the world divide us. We build up walls rather than bridges; we keep 
people out who need to be invited in.  

People:   We have a responsibility to care for one another as Christ cares for us, and yet we often 
fail to do it. 



Leader:  We light this candle as a symbol of our hope in Jesus Christ to teach us again how to love, how 
to break down walls and to build bridges. 

People: Creator God, remind us again of our responsibility to care for one another, and to watch  
out for each other. As we journey towards the cross this Lenten season, help us to love 
our neighbors as ourselves. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                   Joe Ross 

O God, you have made us your covenant people, marked us as your own, and charged us for  

lives of service. Forgive us when we live as if success were the worthiest aim or independence  

the highest virtue. Call us once more to take up our crosses, and show us how to follow you.  

Forgive us, O God, and wash us in your mercy. Forgive us, O God, and free us to try again…  

(silent prayer) 
             
ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                        Joe Ross 

Hear the good news! Hope does not disappoint us, for God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit given to us in baptism. Believe this good news and give thanks: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
Amen.  
 
RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)        Megan Higle 
                                 Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times) 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                     Joe Ross  
Gracious God, our way in the wilderness, guide us by your Word through these forty days, and minister 
to us with your Holy Spirit, so that we may reformed, restored, and renewed; through Jesus Christ  
our Lord. Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON              Psalm 22:23-31                                                                Joe Ross 
 23 You who fear the LORD, praise him! 

    All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him; 
    stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! 
24 For he did not despise or abhor 
    the affliction of the afflicted; 
he did not hide his face from me 
    but heard when I cried to him. 
25 From you comes my praise in the great congregation; 

    my vows I will pay before those who fear him. 
26 The poor shall eat and be satisfied; 
    those who seek him shall praise the LORD. 
    May your hearts live forever! 
27 All the ends of the earth shall remember 

    and turn to the LORD; 
and all the families of the nations 
    shall worship before him. 
28 For dominion belongs to the LORD, 
    and he rules over the nations. 
29 To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; 

    before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, 
    and I shall live for him. 
30 Posterity will serve him; 

    future generations will be told about the Lord, 
31 and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
    saying that he has done it. 
 
Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 



 
CHORAL ANTHEM            He Never Failed Me Yet                         by Robert Ray 
                           
GOSPEL LESSON                               Mark 8:31-38                                              Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the 
elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 He said all this quite 
openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and looking at his disciples, he 

rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 
human things.” 34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, 
let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For those who want to save their life will 
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36 For what will it 
profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37 Indeed, what can they give in return for their 
life? 38 Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the 

Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
 
SERMON                    Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
                     
HYMN                To Abraham and Sarah (GTG #51)                                       FPC Section Leaders  
This hymn condenses the narrative of Genesis 17:1-22 and grounds it in the recurring statement of the 
covenant relationship between God and the people God has chosen. This Welsh tune also occurs in a minor 
version called LLANGLOFFAN, used elsewhere in this hymnal (see no. 362) 
 



 



 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                       Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 Leader: The Lord be with you 
 People:  And also with you. 

 Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
(Prayers continue) 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

 
 



 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC      Take up your cross, the Saviour said                    arr. Rebecca Groom te Velde 

                                  FPC Section Leaders 
  
 
INVITATION TO GIVE                                Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
  You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving 
 
 
LORD, PREPARE ME                 (GTG #701)                    Megan Higle 

 

  
 
 
  
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Deut. 6:4-5)                                                   Rev. Stanley Jenkins  
Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.  
 
HYMN                        Be Still My Soul (GTG#819)                                     FPC Section Leaders   
This meditative text seems to be rooted in Psalm 46:10, “Be still and know that I am God,” while also reaching 
forward to 1 Thessalonians 4:17b, “we will be with the Lord forever.” Much of the appeal of this hymn comes 
from its tune, named for the tone poem on which it is based (FINLANDIA). 
 

http://lansingfirstpres.com/giving


 



 

 
 
 
BENEDICTION           Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

                         
RESPONSE                  Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)       Megan Higle                        
 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
 The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.   
 
POSTLUDE                         Sergei Kvitko 

 
Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. A-731144 for Apr 
16, 2020 - Apr 15, 2021      Annual reprint with podcasting | C, 101 to 200 average weekend attendance. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ADULT FORUM VIA ZOOM 
 

February 28 - TODAY 
Voices of Peace and Reconciliation from Bethlehem 

Anne Weirich, Moderator 



 
Usama Nicola will speak to us about the apartheid wall surrounding Bethlehem which is covered in powerful 
graffiti art.  In 2003, the Israelis completed the bulk of a 30 foot high concrete barrier around the Palestinian 

city of Bethlehem.  The wall continues to be built in various ways today.  And the art upon it flourishes as 
well.  Some of the art is grassroots.  Some murals are painted by internationally famous artists like 

Banksy.  Well known Palestinian artist Taqi Spateen’s most recent work is a painting of George Floyd.  As we 
“tour” the art, Usama will explain to us the connections that are made through art against the occupation in 

Palestine and in the world. 
 

                                                                   March 7 
                                   Annual Meeting and Staff Re-structuring Report 
                                                          (No Adult Forum) 

 
   

CALL FOR THE ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING – Sunday, March 7, 2021 
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation and the Corporation of the First Presbyterian Church of Lansing, 
Michigan, is called for Sunday, March 7, 2021, immediately following the morning worship service, via Zoom.  

The purpose of the meeting to hear the Session’s reports on the life, work and financial status of the church, 
and to receive the annual budget. A copy of the Annual Report was emailed to the all-church email lists on 

February 11.  
 
THE PRESBYTERY 2021 PER CAPITA IS $35.23 PER PERSON.  
Presbyterians have used per capita—an annual per member apportionment assessed by the General 
Assembly (Book of Order, G-3.0106; see also Standing Rule F.4.b.), and by many synods and presbyteries, to 
enable Presbyterians mutually and equitably to share the ecclesiastical and administrative costs of sustaining 
our witness to Christ—as a sign of the covenant that binds us together. 


