
   
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

February 21, 2021     10:00 a.m. 
            1st Sunday in Lent    

 
                                
 
                                                     

                                       
 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS                     Bill Collins 
 
WELCOME                                             Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
PRELUDE                          Sergei Kvitko 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                   Justine Achuonjei 

 

Leader:  We have entered the season of Lent, a time to examine our hearts and our lives 

People: and journey with Christ through the suffering of the world.  

Leader: Let us lift up our souls to our merciful God 

People: and humble ourselves in God’s service. 

Leader: God has marked us as beloved dust 
People:                           and called us together to worship. 

  

 
OPENING HYMN                      O God, Who Gives Us Life (GTG #53)              FPC Section Leaders 
Christians often fail to appreciate how much we can learn about God form Hebrew Scriptures. This text draws 
on a variety of passages that call attention to God’s faithfulness toward the Chosen People and the promise of 
a new covenant written on the heart (Jeremiah 31:31-34).  



 



LENTEN CANDLE READING, FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT:  RESISTANCE       
by Reverend Mindi Welton-Mitchell, downloaded at ManyVoices.org 
 

Leader:  There are many temptations we face in our lives together. We face the temptation of putting our 
wants above another’s needs. We face the temptation of ignoring problems such as hunger, 
poverty, war, and disease, with the false hope that they will go away without our intervention. 

People:  We face many temptations to stray from the path of our faith. 
Leader:  We light this candle as a symbol of our faith in Jesus Christ to help us resist the temptations of 

the world. 
People:  Lord, help us to keep our feet moving, our hands outstretched, and our hearts open to 

you. As we journey towards the cross this Lenten season, keep us from temptation and 
help us to do Your work in our world. Amen 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                 Justine Achuonjei 
In the season of Lent, O God, we say lofty words about renewing our spiritual disciplines, 
journeying with you to the cross or denying ourselves material wants for the good of the soul. 
Forgive us, O God, if our actions are in vain: if we are concerned with the good of the soul  
rather than the good of your people; if we have twisted this season of penitence  
into a reason for praise or judgment; if we are so preoccupied with the sins of the world  
that we cannot recognize and confess the sins of our own lives. Forgive us, O God, and wash  
us in your mercy. Forgive us, O God, and free us to try again… (silent prayer) 
             

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                          Justine Achuonjei 
Do not fear, says the Lord, for I have redeemed you. I have called you by name; you are mine. God is doing a 
new thing; now it springs forth! By the grace of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Amen. 
  
RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)        Megan Higle 
                                 Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times) 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                         Justine Achuonjei 
Gracious God, our way in the wilderness, guide us by your Word through these forty days, and minister 
to us with your Holy Spirit, so that we may reformed, restored, and renewed; through Jesus Christ our  
Lord. Amen. 

   
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                       Psalm 25:1-10                         Justine Achuonjei 
   
To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 
2 O my God, in you I trust; 
    do not let me be put to shame; 
    do not let my enemies exult over me. 
3 Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; 
    let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 
4 Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 
    teach me your paths. 
5 Lead me in your truth, and teach me, 
    for you are the God of my salvation; 
    for you I wait all day long. 
6 Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your steadfast love, 
    for they have been from of old. 
7 Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 
    according to your steadfast love remember me, 
    for your goodness’ sake, O LORD! 
8 Good and upright is the LORD; 
    therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 
9 He leads the humble in what is right, 
    and teaches the humble his way. 



10 All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, 
    for those who keep his covenant and his decrees. 
 

   Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                         
   People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
CHORAL ANTHEM            Been in de Storm / Wayfaring Stranger                  arr. Craig Hella Johnson 
                       FPC Section Leaders 
                                                    
GOSPEL LESSON                                 Mark 1:9-15                         Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 And just as he 
was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on 
him. 11 And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”12 And the 
Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13 He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; 
and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to 
Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has 
come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 

SERMON                    Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
                     
HYMN                    Ah, Holy Jesus (GTG #218) (verses 1, 4, and 5)              FPC Section Leaders   
This beautiful English paraphrase of a German meditation on Christ’s Passion bears testimony to the 
unobtrusive poetic skill and musical sensitivity of a future Poet Laureate of England. The associated chorale is 
no less carefully crafted and rewards singing in parts. 
 



 

 
 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                Gwen Botting 
 Leader: The Lord be with you 
 People:  And also with you. 
 Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
(Prayers continue) 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 



SPECIAL MUSIC     Steadfast               by Craig Courtney 
                  w/ Gwen Botting and Darin Showalter, brass 

               
INVITATION TO GIVE                                Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
  You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving 
 
 
LORD, PREPARE ME                 (GTG #701)                    Megan Higle 
 

  
 
 
  
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Colossians 1:15-20)                                        Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16 for in him all things in heaven and on earth 
were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have 
been created through him and for him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. 18 He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he 
might come to have first place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and 
through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making 
peace through the blood of his cross. 
 
HYMN                  Touch the Earth Lightly (GTG#713)                                     FPC Section Leaders  
An Australian aboriginal saying opens this gentle hymn from New Zealand on the stewardship of 
creation. “Clouds of disaster” in the second stanza refers to the testing of nuclear devices then occurring in 
the Pacific Ocean, but the concern for all created things is timeless. 
 

http://lansingfirstpres.com/giving


 
 
 
 



BENEDICTION           Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
                         
RESPONSE                  Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)       Megan Higle                        
 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
 The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.   
 
POSTLUDE                         Sergei Kvitko 
 
Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. A-731144 for Apr 
16, 2020 - Apr 15, 2021      Annual reprint with podcasting | C, 101 to 200 average weekend attendance. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ADULT FORUM VIA ZOOM 
 

    February 21 - TODAY 
Voices of Peace and Reconciliation from Bethlehem 

Wi’am: The Palestinian Conflict Transformation Center 
Anne Weirich, Moderator 

 
Zoughbi Zoughbi will speak to us about Wi’am, where he is the Director.  In Arabic,“wi’am” means “cordial 
relationships,” and developing relationships is the essence of the mission. Members of Wi'am help resolve 
disputes within the Palestinian community at the grassroots level by implementing the traditional Arab form of 
mediation, known as Sulha, along with Western models of conflict transformation. Zoughbi will also describe 
programs that empower children, youth, women, and men, addressing the psychological and physiological 
consequences of long-term conflict. 

 
February 28 

Usama Nicola will speak to us about the apartheid wall surrounding Bethlehem which is covered in powerful 
graffiti art.  Feb. 28  In 2003, the Israelis completed the bulk of a 30-foot-high concrete barrier around the 
Palestinian city of Bethlehem.  The wall continues to be built in various ways today.  And the art upon it 
flourishes as well.  Some of the art is grassroots.  Some murals are painted by internationally famous artists 
like Banksy.  Well known Palestinian artist, Taqi Spateen’s, most recent work is a painting of George Floyd.  As 
we “tour” the art, Usama will explain to us the connections that are made through art against the occupation in 
Palestine and in the world. 
 
 
CALL FOR THE ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING – Sunday, March 7, 2021 
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation and the Corporation of the First Presbyterian Church of Lansing, 
Michigan, is called for Sunday, March 7, 2021, immediately following the morning worship service, via Zoom.  
The purpose of the meeting is to hear the Session’s reports on the life, work, and financial status of the church, 
and to receive the annual budget. Copies of the printed Annual Report have been emailed to the all-church 
email lists. 
 
THE PRESBYTERY 2021 PER CAPITA IS $35.23 PER PERSON.  
Presbyterians have used per capita—an annual per member apportionment assessed by the General 
Assembly (Book of Order, G-3.0106; see also Standing Rule F.4.b.), and by many synods and presbyteries, to 
enable Presbyterians mutually and equitably to share the ecclesiastical and administrative costs of sustaining 
our witness to Christ—as a sign of the covenant that binds us together. 


