SERVI CE FOR THE LORDOGS DAY
February 21, 2021  10:00 a.m.
15t Sunday in Lent

ANNOUNCEMENTS Bill Collins
WELCOME Rev. Stanley Jenkins
PRELUDE Sergei Kvitko
CALL TO WORSHIP Justine Achuonjei
Leader: We have entered the season of Lent, a time to examine our hearts and our lives
People: and journey with Christ through the suffering of the world.

Leader: Let us lift up our souls to our merciful God

People: and humble ourselves in Godds service.
Leader: God has marked us as beloved dust

People: and called us together to worship.

OPENING HYMN O God, Who Gives Us Life (GTG #53) FPC Section Leaders

Christians often fail to appreciate how much we can learn about God form Hebrew Scriptures. This text draws

on a variety of passagesthatcallat t enti on to Goddés faithful nesgremiseofwar ¢
a new covenant written on the heart (Jeremiah 31:31-34).



GOD’S COVENANT WITH ISRAEL
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Help us to know your Spir-it still is  mak - ing all things new.
re - fresh us with the liv - ing spring of  hope that nev-er dies.
as on our hearts you write a - new the cov - e - nant of love.
A ] | |

P
[ —

—r




LENTEN CANDLE READING, FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT: RESISTANCE
by Reverend Mindi Welton-Mitchell, downloaded at ManyVoices.org

Leader: There are many temptations we face in our lives together. We face the temptation of putting our
wants above anotherds needs. We face the tempt
poverty, war, and disease, with the false hope that they will go away without our intervention.

People: We face many temptations to stray from the path of our faith.

Leader: We light this candle as a symbol of our faith in Jesus Christ to help us resist the temptations of
the world.

People: Lord, help us to keep our feet moving, our hands outstretched, and our hearts open to

you. As we journey towards the cross this Lenten season, keep us from temptation and
help us to do Your work in our world. Amen

PRAYER OF CONFESSION Justine Achuonjei
In the season of Lent, O God, we say lofty words about renewing our spiritual disciplines,

journeying with you to the cross or denying ourselves material wants for the good of the soul.

Forgive us, O God, if our actions are in vain: if we are concerned with the good of the soul

rather than the good of your people; if we have twisted this season of penitence

into areason for praise or judgment; if we are so preoccupied with the sins of the world

that we cannot recognize and confess the sins of our own lives. Forgive us, O God, and wash

us in your mercy. Forgive us, O God, and free us to try againé (silent prayer)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON Justine Achuonjei
Do not fear, says the Lord, for | have redeemed you. | have called you by hame; you are mine. God is doing a
new thing; now it springs forth! By the grace of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Amen.

RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung) Megan Higle
Be still and know, that | am God. (3 times)

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Justine Achuonijei
Gracious God, our way in the wilderness, guide us by your Word through these forty days, and minister

to us with your Holy Spirit, so that we may reformed, restored, and renewed; through Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Psalm 25:1-10 Justine Achuonjei

To you, O LORD, | lift up my soul.
20 my God, in you I trust;
do not let me be put to shame;
do not let my enemies exult over me.
Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame;
let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.
4 Make me to know your ways, O LORD;
teach me your paths.
°Lead me in your truth, and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation;
for you | wait all day long.
6 Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your steadfast love,
for they have been from of old.
Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
according to your steadfast love remember me,
for your goodorplssdé sake, O
8Good and upright is the LORD;
therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
9He leads the humble in what is right,
and teaches the humble his way.



10 All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness,
for those who keep his covenant and his decrees.

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

CHORAL ANTHEM Been in de Storm / Wayfaring Stranger arr. Craig Hella Johnson
FPC Section Leaders

GOSPEL LESSON Mark 1:9-15 Rev. Stanley Jenkins

91In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. ° And just as he
was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on
him.*And a voice came from heavenwi ifoyoar ¢ mytASiehd |
Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. ** He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan;
and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.** Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to
Gallilee, proclaiming the good news of God, *a nd s ay i n gisfulfilddhaed the kimydom of God has

comenear;r epent , and believe in the good news. 0
SERMON Rev. Stanley Jenkins
HYMN Ah, Holy Jesus (GTG #218) (verses 1, 4, and 5) FPC Section Leaders

This beautiful English paraphrase of a Germanmeditat i on on Chr i s tegtimonPtathes i o n
unobtrusive poetic skill and musical sensitivity of a future Poet Laureate of England. The associated chorale is
no less carefully crafted and rewards singing in parts.
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JESUS CHRIST: PASSION AND DEATH

218

Ah, Holy |

TI=S

-

thy mor-tal sor - row,
I do a-dore thee,

[Y) =
1 Ah, ho - ly Je - sus, how hast thou of-fend - ed,
2 Who was the guilt - y? = Who brought this up - on thee?
3 Lo, the Good Shep - herd for the sheep is  of - fered;
4 For me, kind Je - sus, was thine in - car - na - tion,
5 There - fore, kind Je - sus, since I can - not pay thee,
» & .
CREsa =S s == =SS
— = —
f | | l l |
VA ﬁ e s T .
& ;:ﬁ & oo o 2
e
that we to judge thee have in hate pre - tend -ed? By foes de-
A - las, my trea - son, Je - sus, hath un - done thee.”Twas I, Lord
the slave hath sin - ned, and the Son hath suf - fered; for our a -

and thy life’s o - bla - tion, thy death of

and will ev - er

pray thee, think on thy

o)

2

>4

iz e

=

fIQ_JJ

Nd

|
|

f | |
&7 : - |
o i e 3 g & r = '
-V

rid - ed, by thine own re - ject - ed, O  most af - flict - ed!

Je - sus, I it was de - nied thee; 1 cru-ci - fied thee.

tone - ment, while we noth-ing heed - ed, God in-ter - ced - ed.

an - guish and thy bit - ter pas-sion, for my sal - va - tion.

pit -y and thy love un-swerv-ing, not my de - serv - ing.

- ~
O . 4 1
)b = o |
e — o S | - |
| - i —r -



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Leader: The Lord be with you

People: And also with you.

Leader: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

(Prayers continue)
LORD'S PRAYER

Gwen Botting

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as itis in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

O Lord, Hear My Prayer
The Lord Is My Song

PRAYER
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SPECIAL MUSIC Steadfast by Craig Courtney
w/ Gwen Botting and Darin Showalter, brass

INVITATION TO GIVE Rev. Stanley Jenkins
You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving

LORD, PREPARE ME (GTG #701) Megan Higle

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Colossians 1:15-20) Rev. Stanley Jenkins
15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; ¢ for in him all things in heaven and on earth
were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powersd all things have
been created through him and for him. " He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold

together. ¥ He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he
might come to have first place in everything. ° For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, ?° and
through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making
peace through the blood of his cross.

HYMN Touch the Earth Lightly (GTG#713) FPC Section Leaders
An Australian aboriginal saying opens this gentle hymn from New Zealand on the stewardship of

creation.A Cl ouds of disastero in the second st actamnginef er s

the Pacific Ocean, but the concern for all created things is timeless.


http://lansingfirstpres.com/giving

