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ANNOUNCEMENTS                     Bill Collins 
 
WELCOME                                             Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
PRELUDE                          Sergei Kvitko 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP             Rev. Stanley Jenkins  

Leader: From dust we came, and to dust we shall return. 

People:  While we are here, we worship the living God. 

Leader: We have nothing and yet possess everything. 

People: We are dying, and yet we are alive! 
 
Leader lights candle, as we light our candles at home 
 
Leader:                  On Ash Wednesday, we gather to acknowledge that too often our choices have 

      led us to sin and suffering. 
People:                 Like Adam and Eve, we have eaten the fruit of disobedience. 
Leader:                  God’s salvation comes to those who repent in dust and ashes. 

People:                  We choose to honor God who grants us forgiveness and new beginnings.               
 
 



 
OPENING HYMN Lord, Who throughout These Forty Days (GTG #166)            FPC Section Leaders 
Like many of this author’s hymns, this text was written primarily for children but works equally well in reminding 
adults how Lent connects us with Christ’s temptation in the wilderness and prepares us for Easter. The 16th 
century English psalm tune provides sturdy support. 
 

 
 

 
FIRST LESSON           Psalm 51:1–17     Sallie Campbell 
Have mercy on me, O God, 
    because of your unfailing love. 
Because of your great compassion, 
    blot out the stain of my sins. 
2 Wash me clean from my guilt. 
    Purify me from my sin. 
3 For I recognize my rebellion; 
    it haunts me day and night. 
4 Against you, and you alone, have I sinned; 
    I have done what is evil in your sight. 
You will be proved right in what you say, 
    and your judgment against me is just.  
5 For I was born a sinner— 
    yes, from the moment my mother conceived me. 
6 But you desire honesty from the womb,  
    teaching me wisdom even there. 
7 Purify me from my sins, and I will be clean; 
    wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 
8 Oh, give me back my joy again; 



    you have broken me— 
    now let me rejoice. 
9 Don’t keep looking at my sins. 
    Remove the stain of my guilt. 
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God. 
    Renew a loyal spirit within me. 
11 Do not banish me from your presence, 
    and don’t take your Holy Spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
    and make me willing to obey you. 
13 Then I will teach your ways to rebels, 
    and they will return to you. 
14 Forgive me for shedding blood, O God who saves; 
    then I will joyfully sing of your forgiveness. 
15 Unseal my lips, O Lord, 
    that my mouth may praise you. 
16 You do not desire a sacrifice, or I would offer one. 
    You do not want a burnt offering. 
17 The sacrifice you desire is a broken spirit. 
    You will not reject a broken and repentant heart, O God. 
 
SECOND LESSON         II Corinthians 5:20b-6:10           Kathy Banghart   

We speak for Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!”21 For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the 
offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ. 

6 As God’s partners, we beg you not to accept this marvelous gift of God’s kindness and then ignore it. 2 For 
God says, 

“At just the right time, I heard you. 
    On the day of salvation, I helped you.”  

Indeed, the “right time” is now. Today is the day of salvation. 

3 We live in such a way that no one will stumble because of us, and no one will find fault with our ministry. 4 In 
everything we do, we show that we are true ministers of God. We patiently endure troubles and hardships and 
calamities of every kind. 5 We have been beaten, been put in prison, faced angry mobs, worked to exhaustion, 
endured sleepless nights, and gone without food. 6 We prove ourselves by our purity, our understanding, our 
patience, our kindness, by the Holy Spirit within us, and by our sincere love. 7 We faithfully preach the truth. 
God’s power is working in us. We use the weapons of righteousness in the right hand for attack and the left 
hand for defense. 8 We serve God whether people honor us or despise us, whether they slander us or praise 
us. We are honest, but they call us impostors. 9 We are ignored, even though we are well known. We live close 
to death, but we are still alive. We have been beaten, but we have not been killed. 10 Our hearts ache, but we 
always have joy. We are poor, but we give spiritual riches to others. We own nothing, and yet we have 
everything. 

 
THIRD LESSON       Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21    Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

“Watch out! Don’t do your good deeds publicly, to be admired by others, for you will lose the reward from your 
Father in heaven.2 When you give to someone in need, don’t do as the hypocrites do—blowing trumpets in the 
synagogues and streets to call attention to their acts of charity! I tell you the truth, they have received all the 
reward they will ever get.3 But when you give to someone in need, don’t let your left hand know what your right 
hand is doing. 4 Give your gifts in private, and your Father, who sees everything, will reward you. 



5 “When you pray, don’t be like the hypocrites who love to pray publicly on street corners and in the 
synagogues where everyone can see them. I tell you the truth, that is all the reward they will ever get. 6 But 
when you pray, go away by yourself, shut the door behind you, and pray to your Father in private. Then your 
Father, who sees everything, will reward you. 

16 “And when you fast, don’t make it obvious, as the hypocrites do, for they try to look miserable and disheveled 
so people will admire them for their fasting. I tell you the truth, that is the only reward they will ever get.17 But 
when you fast, comb your hair and wash your face. 18 Then no one will notice that you are fasting, except your 
Father, who knows what you do in private. And your Father, who sees everything, will reward you. 

19 “Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them, and where thieves 
break in and steal.20 Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves do not 
break in and steal. 21 Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be. 

SILENT MEDITATION 
 
CHORAL ANTHEM Lord, for Thy Tender Mercy’s Sake by Richard Farrant  FPC Section Leaders 
 
INVITATION TO THE OBSERVANCE OF THE LENTEN DISCIPLINE                         Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
  
Friends in Christ, every year at the time of the Christian Passover we celebrate our redemption through the 
death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. Lent is a time to prepare for this celebration and to renew our 
life in the Paschal mystery. We begin this holy season by remembering our need for repentance, and for the 
mercy and forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
We begin our journey to Easter with the sign of ashes, an ancient sign, that speaks of the frailty and 
uncertainty of human life, and marks the penitence of this community. 
 
I invite you therefore, in the name of the Lord, to observe a holy Lent by self-examination, penitence, prayer, 
fasting, and alms giving, and by reading and meditation on the word of God. Let us bow before our creator and 
redeemer. 
 
SILENT CONFESSION 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON         Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

 
IMPOSITION OF ASHES  

You are invited to make the sign of the cross on your forehead. You may use ashes, or simply your finger. 
 
HYMN     There Is a Longing in Our Hearts  (GTG #470)                       FPC Section Leaders 
The refrain that frames this sung prayer describes why we pray, and the stanzas indicate what we pray for. 
These requests are not for possessions but for qualities and conditions we hope for in the world around us, 
and they emerge from the changing circumstances of our lives. 
 



 
INVITATION TO GIVE                                Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
  You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving 
  
 
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER      Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
 The Prayer of Thanksgiving          
  Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
  People:  And also with you. 
  Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
  People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
  Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 Leader: … who forever sing to the glory of your name 
 

http://lansingfirstpres.com/giving


 

 
  
Leader:  … Let us proclaim together the mystery of faith: 

 People: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 

Invocation of Holy Spirit          
 
Lord’s Prayer (unison) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.   
            

Words of Institution           
 
The Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
 
Unison Prayer of Commitment        

Thank you, gracious God, for giving us bread for the journey of these forty days. As we 
travel on through the wilderness, help us to share your grace with others and draw us 
ever closer to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (in Unison)                   Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
The reconciling act of God in Jesus Christ exposes the evil in people as sin in the sight of God. In sin, 
people claim mastery of their own lives, turn against God and each other, and become exploiters and 
despoilers of the world. They lose their humanity in futile striving and are left in rebellion, despair, and 
isolation. But God’s love never changes. Against all who oppose the divine will, God expresses love in 
wrath. In the same love, God bore judgement and shameful death in Jesus Christ, to bring all people to 
repentance and new life.    Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.12, 9.14 
 
CLOSING HYMN                  Lord Jesus, Think on Me (GTG#417)                         FPC Section Leaders  
This text is among the oldest hymns in Glory to God; its original Greek version dates to around the beginning 
of the 5th century. The stanzas used here come from a 19th-century paraphrase, whose simplicity and 
directness are well complemented by a 16th-century psalm tune. 
 

 
 
BENEDICTION           Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
                         
 
POSTLUDE                         Sergei Kvitko 
 
 
Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. A-731144 for Apr 
16, 2020 - Apr 15, 2021 
Annual reprint with podcasting | C, 101 to 200 average weekend attendance. 

 
 

 


