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ANNOUNCEMENTS                     Bill Collins 
 
WELCOME                                             Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
PRELUDE                          Sergei Kvitko 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                 Rich Blankenship 

Leader: We worship in the season of Lent, a time to examine our hearts and our lives 

People: and journey with Christ through the suffering of the world.  

Leader: Let us listen for the commandments of God 

People: and align our lives with God’s vision for peace.  

Leader: God has marked us as beloved dust 
People:                           and called us together to worship. 

        
OPENING HYMN                   How Great Thou Art (GTG #625)                          FPC Section Leaders 
This tuneful retelling of the salvation story began in Swedish and was translated into German and then into 
Russian before reaching its English form. Despite such linguistic and musical revisions, it continues to be 
a meaningful source of comfort to many people.  
 



 



 
 
LENTEN CANDLE READING, THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT: TRUST                         Susan Affholter 
by Reverend Mindi Welton-Mitchell, downloaded at ManyVoices.org 
 

Leader:  God has proven trustworthy throughout history, but at times we question and doubt, and even 
deny, God’s presence in our lives. We forget the larger picture at times and focus only on that 
moment, that period of time, when we experience God’s absence.  

People:   We worry and fret about what is happening and what will happen next, rather than 
trusting in our Savior. 

Leader:  We light this candle as a symbol of our faith in Jesus Christ that his presence is with us, and 

that we are not alone. 
People:  God of hope, help us to remember the promise that you will never leave us or forsake us. 

As we journey towards the cross this Lenten season, remind us of your presence, and 
help us to remember to trust in you. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                      Rich Blankenship  

O Christ who chased the money changers from the temple, chase the greed from our lives and  

our hearts. As you overturned the tables, O Lord, overturn the systems in our world that contribute  

to cycles of poverty and oppression. Forgive us, O God, of the ways we contribute to the  

world’s brokenness. Forgive us, O God, and wash us in your mercy. Forgive us, O God, and free  

us to try again…(silent prayer) 



             

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                           Rich Blankenship  

Hear the good news! As people born of water and the Spirit we have died to the old life, and a new life has 
begun. God’s grace is poured out upon us day by day. Come to the water and remember your baptism. Be 
thankful and live as one who has been raised to new life! In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Amen. 
 
 
RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)         Megan Higle 
                                 Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times) 
 

CHILDREN’S STORY             Alyse Collins 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                           Rich Blankenship  
Gracious God, our way in the wilderness, guide us by your Word through these forty days, and minister 
to us with your Holy Spirit, so that we may reformed, restored, and renewed; through Jesus Christ  
our Lord. Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                  Psalm 19            Rich Blankenship   
The heavens are telling the glory of God; 
    and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 
2 Day to day pours forth speech, 

    and night to night declares knowledge. 
3 There is no speech, nor are there words; 

    their voice is not heard; 
4 yet their voice goes out through all the earth, 
    and their words to the end of the world. 
In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun, 
5 which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy, 

    and like a strong man runs its course with joy. 
6 Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 

    and its circuit to the end of them; 
    and nothing is hid from its heat. 
7 The law of the LORD is perfect, 

    reviving the soul; 
the decrees of the LORD are sure, 
    making wise the simple; 
8 the precepts of the LORD are right, 

    rejoicing the heart; 
the commandment of the LORD is clear, 
    enlightening the eyes; 
9 the fear of the LORD is pure, 

    enduring forever; 
the ordinances of the LORD are true 
    and righteous altogether. 
10 More to be desired are they than gold, 

    even much fine gold; 
sweeter also than honey, 
    and drippings of the honeycomb. 
11 Moreover by them is your servant warned; 
    in keeping them there is great reward. 
12 But who can detect their errors? 

    Clear me from hidden faults. 
13 Keep back your servant also from the insolent;  

    do not let them have dominion over me. 
Then I shall be blameless, 
    and innocent of great transgression. 



14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 

    be acceptable to you, 
    O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 
 
Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
CHORAL ANTHEM           Lord Jesus, Think on Me                                       arr. Douglas Wagner 

 FPC Section Leaders 
                           
GOSPEL LESSON       John 2:13-22                                                 Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
13 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he found people 
selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. 15 Making a whip of cords, he 

drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money 
changers and overturned their tables. 16 He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of 
here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17 His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for 
your house will consume me.” 18 The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing 
this?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20 The Jews then said, 
“This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21 But he 
was speaking of the temple of his body. 22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he 

had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
 
SERMON                    Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

                     
HYMN          In the Cross of Christ I Glory (GTG #213)                                   FPC Section Leaders   
Like Isaac Watt’s “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross,” this hymn is a reflection on Galatians 6:14, but this 
text is more abstract and devotes no attention to the person hanging on the cross. The tune is named for a 
soloist in the composer’s Connecticut choir (RATHBUN).  
 



 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC                        O God of Every Nation                                       arr. Mitchel Eithun 
                                                                   Members of Bells of First 
 
                                    
INVITATION TO GIVE                                Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
  You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving 
 
 
LORD, PREPARE ME                 (GTG #701)                    Megan Higle 

 

http://lansingfirstpres.com/giving


  
 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER      Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
(This morning's Communion liturgy is based on a liturgy written by Rev. Shelli Latham, pastor at Druid Hills 

Presbyterian Church in Atlanta, and provided for free distribution.) 
  
 The Prayer of Thanksgiving          
  Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
  People:  And also with you. 

  Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
  People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
  Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 Leader: … who forever sing to the glory of your name 
 

Sanctus 



          
  
Leader:  … Let us proclaim together the mystery of faith: 

 People: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 

Invocation of Holy Spirit          
 
Lord’s Prayer (unison) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.   
            

Words of Institution           
 
The Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
 
Unison Prayer of Commitment        

Holy God, even when all of this is over, may we not forget how you held us together 
while we were apart, how you built a table across the miles, how you call us to continue 
the work of table building. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 



  
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Phil. 2:5-11)                                                   Rev. Stanley Jenkins  
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of 
a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form he humbled himself and 
became obedient to the point of death – even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him 
and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
 
HYMN                      Where Charity and Love Prevail (GTG#316)             FPC Section Leaders    
This English paraphrase is based on a longer Latin hymn traditionally associated with the foot-washing ritual 
on Maundy Thursday, an enactment of Christ’s “new commandment” that we should love one another (John 
13:34).  

 
BENEDICTION           Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

                         
RESPONSE                  Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)       Megan Higle                        
 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
 The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.   
 
POSTLUDE                         Sergei Kvitko 
 
Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. A-731144 for Apr 
16, 2020 - Apr 15, 2021      Annual reprint with podcasting | C, 101 to 200 average weekend attendance. 



 
 
    ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
                                                      ADULT FORUM VIA ZOOM 
 

 
                                                                   March 7 
                                   Annual Meeting and Staff Re-structuring Report 
                                                          (No Adult Forum) 

 
   

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING – TODAY AFTER WORSHIP 
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation and the Corporation of the First Presbyterian Church of Lansing, 
Michigan, is called for Sunday, March 7, 2021, immediately following the morning worship service, via Zoom.  

The purpose of the meeting to hear the Session’s reports on the life, work and financial status of the church, 
and to receive the annual budget. A copy of the Annual Report was emailed to the all-church email lists on 

February 11.  
 
THE PRESBYTERY 2021 PER CAPITA IS $35.23 PER PERSON.  

Presbyterians have used per capita—an annual per member apportionment assessed by the General 
Assembly (Book of Order, G-3.0106; see also Standing Rule F.4.b.), and by many synods and presbyteries, to 
enable Presbyterians mutually and equitably to share the ecclesiastical and administrative costs of sustaining 
our witness to Christ—as a sign of the covenant that binds us together. 
 
DEACONS’ OFFERING 
We don’t have the small green envelopes to remind us in person, but please remember the importance of 
giving to the Deacons Fund to support the Food Pantry, Holiday Baskets, and other Deacons projects. Specify 
“Deacons Fund” on your check or electronic donation. 
 
 


