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ANNOUNCEMENTS                     Bill Collins 
 
WELCOME                                             Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
PRELUDE                       Chrisann Lowe 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                   Steve Campbell 

Leader: We worship in the season of Lent, a time to examine our hearts and our lives 

People: and journey with Christ through the suffering of the world.  

Leader: Let us watch for the coming sign of God’s power, 

People: a humble servant lifted up on a cross.  

Leader: God has marked us as beloved dust 
People:                           and called us together to worship. 

        
OPENING HYMN                          God Is Here! (GTG #409)                                      FPC Section Leaders  
Commissioned for the dedication of a renovated worship space in Austin, Texas, this text is one of the few to 
devote attention to how customary church features facilitate worship. The tune was composed in 
wartime Britain to replace a Haydn tune tainted by Nazi associations. 
 



 
 
  

 



 
 
LENTEN CANDLE READING, FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT: REPENTANCE                                 Pat Affholter 
by Reverend Mindi Welton-Mitchell, downloaded at ManyVoices.org 
 
Leader: We have been born into a world of sin. We try to do the right thing, but at times we fail, and temptation 
seems to win. At other times, we seem to drown in our failures, believing nothing good can come from us.  
 
People:  We forget that God has called us to repent, and that God remembers our sins no more. 



Leader: We light this candle as a symbol of our trust in Jesus Christ that our sins are forgiven when we repent 
and turn back to God. 
 
People: Loving God, help us to turn back to you when we stray. As we journey towards the cross this 
Lenten season, help us to repent from where we have gone wrong. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                        Steve Campbell  

By the gift of your grace we are saved, O God, from all that separates us from you. Still, we  

would rather believe that we can earn your love. Still, we would rather believe that we are in  

ultimate control. Forgive us when we do not recognize the radical gift of your grace; have mercy  

when we fail or refuse to share that grace with another. Forgive us, O God, and wash us in your mercy. 
Forgive us, O God, and free us to try again…(silent prayer) 
             

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                             Steve Campbell  
The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Jesus Christ came into the world  
to save sinners. He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, that we might be dead to sin,  
and alive to all that is good. I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Amen 
       
RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)         Megan Higle 
                                 Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times) 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                             Steve Campbell  
Gracious God, our way in the wilderness, guide us by your Word through these forty days, and minister 
to us with your Holy Spirit, so that we may reformed, restored, and renewed; through Jesus Christ  
our Lord. Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON     Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22                      Steve Campbell 
O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 
    for his steadfast love endures forever. 
2 Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, 
    those he redeemed from trouble 
3 and gathered in from the lands, 
    from the east and from the west, 
    from the north and from the south 
 

Some were sick through their sinful ways, 
    and because of their iniquities endured affliction; 
18 they loathed any kind of food, 
    and they drew near to the gates of death. 
19 Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, 
    and he saved them from their distress; 
20 he sent out his word and healed them, 
    and delivered them from destruction. 
21 Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love, 
    for his wonderful works to humankind. 
22 And let them offer thanksgiving sacrifices, 
    and tell of his deeds with songs of joy. 
 
Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
CHORAL ANTHEM                     God So Loved the World              from The Crucifixion by John Stainer 
                   FPC Section Leaders 
                           



GOSPEL LESSON                        John 3:14-21                 Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
14 “And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 16 For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.17 Indeed, God did not send the Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18 Those who 
believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have 
not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the 
world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. 20 For all who do evil hate the 
light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21 But those who do what is true 
come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 
 
SERMON                    Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
                     
HYMN              There Is A Balm in Gilead (GTG #792)                                   FPC Section Leaders   
This African-American spiritual offers a long-delayed answer to the prophet Jeremiah’s question, “Is there no 
balm in Gilead?” (Jeremiah 8:22). No earthly remedy can compare with the healing that comes from a sense of 
God’s presence; nothing else can heal “the sin-sick soul.” 



 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                Sallie Campbell 
 Leader: The Lord be with you 
 People:  And also with you. 
 Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
(Prayers continue) 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC                     Through Love to Light                                        by Elaine Hagenberg 
           



 
                                    
INVITATION TO GIVE                                Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
  You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving 
 
 
LORD, PREPARE ME                 (GTG #701)                    Megan Higle 
 

  
 
 

  
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (1 Tim. 3:16 RSV)       Rev. Stanley Jenkins  
Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of our religion: Christ Jesus was manifested in the flesh,  
vindicated in the Spirit, seen by angels, preached among the nations, believed on in the world,  
taken up in glory. 
 
 
HYMN                                 For the Healing of the Nations (GTG#346)                               FPC Section Leaders    
The first line of this text quotes the declared purpose of the leaves of the tree of life growing beside the river of 
life in the heavenly Jerusalem (Revelation 22:2). The hymn continues by identifying some of the many ways we 
are called to share with God in this healing work. 
 

http://lansingfirstpres.com/giving


 



 
 
BENEDICTION           Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
                         
RESPONSE                  Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)       Megan Higle                        
 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
 The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.   
 
POSTLUDE                      Chrisann Lowe 
 
Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. A-731144 for Apr 
16, 2020 - Apr 15, 2021      Annual reprint with podcasting | C, 101 to 200 average weekend attendance. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

March 14 - TODAY 
My Faith Journey 

Rev. Anne Weirich 

 

March 21 
Discussion of staffing changes 

Led by Personnel Committee 
 

   
THE PRESBYTERY 2021 PER CAPITA IS $35.23 PER PERSON.  
Presbyterians have used per capita—an annual per member apportionment assessed by the General 
Assembly (Book of Order, G-3.0106; see also Standing Rule F.4.b.), and by many synods and presbyteries, to 
enable Presbyterians mutually and equitably to share the ecclesiastical and administrative costs of sustaining 
our witness to Christ—as a sign of the covenant that binds us together. Please consider a separate check for 
this important work in addition to your pledge for support of our church and missions.   
 
 
DEACONS’ OFFERING 
We don’t have the small green envelopes to remind us in person, but please remember the importance of 
giving to the Deacons Fund to support the Food Pantry, Holiday Baskets, and other Deacons projects. Specify 
“Deacons Fund” on your check or electronic donation. 
 
 


