SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
May 16, 2021

10:00 a.m.

th

7 Sunday of Easter

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WELCOME
PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:

Bill Collins
Rev. Charles Herrick
Sergei Kvitko
David Jackson
We have heard that we are not enough: not good enough, not strong enough,
not whole enough.
If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater.
We have heard that we do not make enough, do not own enough, do
not have enough.
Those who believe in the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts.
We gather to worship, for God’s Word is enough: hope enough, love enough,
life enough.
God gave us eternal life, and this life is in God’s Son.
Let us worship God.

OPENING HYMN
Arise, Your Light is Come! (GTG #744)
Echoing imagery from Isaiah 61:1-2 and other passages, this text was created as an inclusive-language
alternative to an older hymn using this late 19th-century tune. Because it is a song of encouragement rather
than a song of praise, it is not directed to God but to people.

David Jackson
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O Christ who prayed for us, died for us, and lives for us, you taught us that we belong to you,
and your word is our truth. Forgive us, O Lord, when we live as if we belonged only to ourselves.
Forgive us, O Lord, when we foolishly think that power is the ultimate truth. Speak your words of
peace to us this day, and make our lives a testimony to your grace. For you are the source of life itself,
and only in you can we truly live…(silent prayer)
David Jackson
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
If we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. Therefore, consider yourselves dead to sin
and alive to God in Christ Jesus. In the name of Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Amen.
RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)
Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times)

Megan Higle

Kathy Banghart

RECOGNITION OF GRADUATES

Quinn Harrison – Michigan State University
Quinn is the grandson of Willye and Michael Bryan. Quinn has earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology
with a minor in LGBTQ+ Studies from the College of Social Science at MSU.
Katie Hill – Michigan State University
Katie is earning her Bachelor's degree in Music Education K-12 from MSU. A section leader for FPC choir.
Veronica LeTourneau – College for Creative Studies
Veronica is the daughter of Jim and Polly LeTourneau. Veronica is graduating with her Bachelor of Fine Art
degree from College for Creative Studies, in Detroit.
David Jackson – Haslett High School
David is the son of Darla and Brian Jackson. He is graduating from Haslett High School, where he has been a
member of NHS (the National Honor Society). David has been an active member of the Youth Group
(attending Triennium, and participating in 2 Urban Plunges (Kalamazoo and Camp Greenwood) and the Green
Sky Mission Trip), working as our Sunday Morning Host, and this past year, serving as a Deacon. He plans to
attend Michigan State University and major in Supply Chain Management.
Candace Metzger – Williamston High School
Candace is the daughter of Jacqueline and John Metzger. She is graduating from Williamston High School
where she has been active in the school band and Art and Poetry Clubs. She was on the Girls Varsity Swim
Club, and performed in school musicals and is a member of NHS (National Honor Society). Here at First Pres,
Candace has participated in choir, youth group, and childcare. She went to Triennium in 2019. Candace will
attend Michigan State University in the fall, majoring in Social Work, with a minor in Peace and Justice
Studies.
David Jackson
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Living God, with joy we celebrate the presence of your risen Word. Enliven our hearts by your Holy Spirit
so that we may proclaim the good news of eternal and abundant life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

2 Peter 1:1-11
David Jackson
LESSON FROM THE EPISTLES
Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have received a faith as precious as
ours through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ: 2 May grace and peace be yours
in abundance in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.3 His divine power has given us
everything needed for life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us by his own
glory and goodness. 4 Thus he has given us, through these things, his precious and very great promises,
so that through them you may escape from the corruption that is in the world because of lust, and may
become participants of the divine nature. 5 For this very reason, you must make every effort to support
your faith with goodness, and goodness with knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-control, and
self-control with endurance, and endurance with godliness, 7 and godliness with mutual affection,
and mutual affection with love. 8 For if these things are yours and are increasing among you,
they keep you from being ineffective and unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Chris.
9
For anyone who lacks these things is short-sighted and blind, and is forgetful of the cleansing
of past sins. 10 Therefore, brothers and sisters, be all the more eager to confirm your call and election,
for if you do this, you will never stumble. 11 For in this way, entry into the eternal kingdom of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ will be richly provided for you.
Leader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHORAL ANTHEM

God Be In My Head

by John Rutter
FPC Section Leaders

LESSON FROM EARLY CHURCH HISTORY Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
Rev. Charles Herrick
15
In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one hundred twenty
persons) and said, 16 “Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold
concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus— 17 for he was numbered among us and
was allotted his share in this ministry.”
21

So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among
us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these must
become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 23 So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was
also known as Justus, and Matthias. 24 Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us
which one of these two you have chosen 25 to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas
turned aside to go to his own place.” 26 And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was
added to the eleven apostles.
SERMON

Rev. Charles Herrick

HYMN
Heaven Is Singing For Joy (GTG #382)
Written in 1958 for a picnic of theological students in Argentina, this piece represents the first Christian hymn in
the 20th century to use Latin American folk music. The text is based on Jesus’ saying that heaven rejoices at
the repentance of each sinner (Luke 15:7),

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Leader:
The Lord be with you
People:
And also with you.
Leader:
Lift up your hearts.
People:
We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Gwen Botting

(Prayers continue)
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.
SPECIAL MUSIC

Hope for Tomorrow

by Sandra Eithun
Ringers from Bells of First

INVITATION TO GIVE
Rev. Charles Herrick
You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving
DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)

Megan Higle

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from the Second Helvetic Confession, 1561)
Rev. Charles Herrick
The Gospel is properly called glad and joyous news, in which, first by John the Baptist, then by Christ the Lord
himself, and afterwards by the apostles and their successors, is preached to us in the world that God has now
performed what he promised from the beginning of the world, and has sent, nay more, has given us his only
Son and in him reconciliation with the Father, the remission of sins, all fullness and everlasting life. Therefore,
the history delineated by the four Evangelists and explaining how these things were done or fulfilled by Christ,
what things Christ taught and did, and that those who believe in him have all fullness, is rightly called the
Gospel. The preaching and writings of the apostles, in which the apostles explain for us how the Son was
given to us by the Father, and in him everything that has to do with life and salvation, is also rightly called
evangelical doctrine, so that not even today, if sincerely preached, does it lose its illustrious title.
HYMN
When the Lord Redeems the Very Least (GTG#852)
What does it mean to pray “thy kingdom come”? This text (loosely modeled on Psalm 126) sketches out some
of the features that help us to know when God’s reign has truly come. The energy of the gospel song tune
adds to the sense of rejoicing repeatedly promised in this text.

BENEDICTION

Rev. Charles Herrick

RESPONSE
Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.

Megan Higle

POSTLUDE

Sergei Kvitko

Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. A731144 for Apr 16, 2021 - Apr 15, 2022

ANNOUNCEMENTS
ADULT FORUM VIA ZOOM
Following worship
MAY 16 and 23
Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents
The all-church discussion of this book by Isabel Wilkerson will be done in two
parts on zoom with
Union and First Pres. Churches.
Part I: Sunday, May 16

The discussion will be led by Pastor Stanley Jenkins.
Part II: Sunday, May 23
The discussion will be led by Pastor Melvin Jones.
Please, join us for all these exciting activities surrounding social justice and racial
equity within our quest for becoming the
Beloved Community.

This concludes Adult Forum programming for the Spring.
See you in the Fall!

Greening of the Cross
In all of the excitement over our surprise party for Kathy and Sallie, we “forgot” to do our annual the
Greening of the Cross celebration! We will do this instead on May 23, which is also Pentecost
Sunday. So, wear red in honor of the Holy Spirit, and pick some greenery and some flowers, or buy
a few from a local store, and we will celebrate Spring, New Life, Resurrection and the Sharing of the
Spirit with the rest of the world! Join us in this joyful and miraculous celebration!

