
   
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

     May 23rd, 2021     10:00 a.m. 
              Day of Pentecost 

 
 
 

                                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS                     Bill Collins 
 
WELCOME                                             Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
PRELUDE                                                 Megan Higle             
         

CALL TO WORSHIP                            Rich Blankenship   

Leader:  Do you hear it, 

People: the sound of rushing wind beginning to fill this house? 

Leader: Do you see it, 

People: the glowing pillars of fire reflecting in every pair of eyes? 

Leader: Do you feel it, 

People: God moving in this place, calling us to worship? 

Leader: The spirit has come! The church is born! 
People:                            Let us worship God with thanksgiving! 
 
OPENING HYMN       Holy Spirit, Come To Us (GTG #281)                
Like many other chants from the ecumenical monastic community at Taize, France, this brief text is intended 
for repeated singing by the congregation while a soloist or choir sings a longer related text. These refrains 
often use Latin to avoid connection with any current nation. 
 



 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                Rich Blankenship   
O God, as your Spirit filled the church on the first Pentecost day, so fill this house of worship  
with your presence, and fill us with your passion. You are doing a new thing, actively moving 
in the world. Forgive us when we act as if your stories have all been written. You hear the prayers 
of every language and call us to hear each other. Forgive us when we act as if your Spirit  
only spoke our native tongue. Wash us in your grace, O God, and illumine us with your fire. 
Send us out to follow your spirit and teach us to hear the prayers of all your people…(silent prayer) 
             

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                           Rich Blankenship   

If we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. Therefore, consider yourselves dead to sin  
and alive to God in Christ Jesus. In the name of Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Amen.     
 
RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)         Megan Higle 
                                 Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times) 

 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION               Rich Blankenship   

God of power and grace, fill us with the wisdom of your Word and the understanding of your Spirit 
so that we may be your church: a people with dreams and visions at work in all the world; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON                Acts 2:1-21                                           Rich Blankenship  

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly from heaven there 
came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 Divided 
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with 
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 5 Now there were devout 
Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was 
bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7 Amazed and astonished, 
they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own 
native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus 
and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 
both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s 
deeds of power.” 12 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?”  



13 But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine. 14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his 
voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to 
what I say. 15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this 
is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my 
Spirit upon all flesh,and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, 
and your old men shall dream dreams. 18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour 
out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 19 And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth 
below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20 The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before 
the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.’                                                                 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
CHORAL ANTHEM                                       Ev’ry Time I Feel the Spirit                        arr. Rosephanye Powell 

                                                FPC Section Leaders 
                                 

SECOND LESSON          John 15: 26-27; 16:4b-15                           Rev. Stanley Jenkins  
26 “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the 
Father, he will testify on my behalf. 27 You also are to testify because you have been with me from the 
beginning. 
 

 4 But I have said these things to you so that when their hour comes you may remember that I told you about 
them.  “I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. 5 But now I am going to 
him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6 But because I have said these things to 
you, sorrow has filled your hearts. 7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if 
I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8 And when he comes, 
he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 about sin, because they do not 
believe in me; 10 about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; 11 about 
judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned.12 “I still have many things to say to you, but 
you cannot bear them now. 13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not 
speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to 
come. 14 He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15 All that the Father has is 
mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 
 
SERMON                                           Rev. Stanley Jenkins       
                            
HYMN    Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us (GTG #280)                
This 20th-century text was written by a Presbyterian layperson and poet, who in her later years 
became interested in writing hymns for the seasons of the church year and prepared a collection of them for 
her congregation. It pairs effectively with this sturdy Welsh tune.  



 



 

 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                       Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 Leader: The Lord be with you 
 People:  And also with you. 
 Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
(Prayers continue) 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.   
 

CHORAL ANTHEM    Ezekiel Saw the Wheel                               arr. Betty Jackson-King 
                        FPC Section Leaders 

                                              
INVITATION TO GIVE                                Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
  You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving 
 
DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)                                  Megan Higle 
 

http://lansingfirstpres.com/giving


  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (From The Confession of 1967)                                                 Rev. Stanley Jenkins    
God's sovereign love is a mystery beyond the reach of the human mind. Human thought ascribes to God 
superlatives of power, wisdom, and goodness. But God reveals divine love in Jesus Christ by showing power 
in the form of a servant, wisdom in the folly of the cross, and goodness in receiving sinful men and women. 
The power of God’s love in Christ to transform the world discloses that the Redeemer is the Lord and Creator 
who made all things to serve the purpose of God's love. 
 
HYMN      We Will Go Out With Joy (GTG#539)          
Drawing on the phrasing of Isaiah 55:12, this joyful sending hymn was created by a musical Canadian father 
and daughter, beginning with the tune that emerged from a four-hand piano improvisation. The completed 
hymn later served as the recessional music for her wedding. 



 
BENEDICTION           Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
                        
RESPONSE                  Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)       Megan Higle                        
 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
 The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.   
 
POSTLUDE              Megan Higle 
 
                        
 

Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. A-
731144 for Apr 16, 2021 - Apr 15, 2022  
 

 



 
                 

     ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

                                               ADULT FORUM VIA ZOOM 
 Following worship 

 
 

MAY 23 - TODAY 

Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents  
The all-church discussion of this book by Isabel Wilkerson will be done in two parts on 

zoom with  

Union and First Pres. Churches. 

  
Part II - Today 

The discussion will be led by Pastor Melvin Jones. 
Please, join us for all these exciting activities surrounding social justice and racial equity within 

our quest for becoming the  

Beloved Community. 
 



 

This concludes Adult Forum programming for the Spring. 

See you in the Fall! 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 


