
   
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

     May 9, 2021     10:00 a.m. 
           6th Sunday of Easter 

 
 
 
                                           
 

                                                 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS                     Bill Collins 
 
WELCOME                                             Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
PRELUDE                                                 Sergei Kvitko             
         

CALL TO WORSHIP              Greg Botting 

Leader:  We gather to worship as people of Easter, 

People: people who know Life is stronger than death. 

Leader: We gather to worship as children of God, 

People: children loved and claimed by the risen Lord. 

Leader: gather to worship as the body of Christ, 

People: the church called out for service in the world.  

Leader: Easter people, Christ is risen! 
People:                           Christ is risen indeed! 

   
OPENING HYMN         Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (GTG #475)          
Written for Pentecost by a British Baptist pastor, this text is full of biblical terms like “Ebenezer” (1 Samuel 
7:12), Hebrew for “a stone of help” set up to give thanks for God’s assistance. The tune name honors hymnal 
compiler Asahel Nettleton, who probably did not compose it. 
 



 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION                        Greg Botting 

O God, whose love knows no bounds, forgive us when we fail to reflect your loving kindness.  

When we turn away from the goodness of your love, call us back with the tender voice of a  

caring friend. When we stumble over the gift of your grace, lift us up with the strong arms of a  

loving parent. When we are certain that we are alone in the chaos of this world, shower us with 

peace, the gentle breeze of an evening rain. When we cannot feel the flowing of your peace, 

show us your love with the hands and feet of Christ, your love incarnate. Forgive us, risen Christ, 

of all the ways we fall short, and teach us to be agents of resurrection in the world…(silent prayer) 
             
ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                                        Greg Botting  

Because we were buried with Christ in these waters, we are also raised to life with him. Believe the gospel! 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Amen.     
 
RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)         Megan Higle 
                                 Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times) 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                    Greg Botting 

Living God, with joy we celebrate the presence of your risen Word. Enliven our hearts by your Holy Spirit 
so that we may proclaim the good news of eternal and abundant life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON              Psalm 98                              Greg Botting  
1 O sing to the LORD a new song, 
    for he has done marvelous things. 
His right hand and his holy arm 
    have gotten him victory. 
2 The LORD has made known his victory; 
    he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations. 
3 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 
    to the house of Israel. 
All the ends of the earth have seen 
    the victory of our God. 
4 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 
    break forth into joyous song and sing praises. 
5 Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, 
    with the lyre and the sound of melody. 
6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
    make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD. 
7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
    the world and those who live in it. 
8 Let the floods clap their hands; 
    let the hills sing together for joy 
9 at the presence of the LORD, for he is coming 
    to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world with righteousness, 
    and the peoples with equity. 

                                                                 
Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
CHORAL ANTHEM                                        New Commandment                                            by Thomas Tallis  
         FPC Section Leaders 
                                  
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL LESSON                                 John 15:9-17     Rev. Stanley Jenkins  
9 As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will 
abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11 I have said these 
things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 12 “This is my commandment, 
that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 I do not call you servants any longer, 
because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have 
made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16 You did not choose me but I chose you. 
And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask 
him in my name. 17 I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another. 
 
SERMON                      Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
                                    
HYMN    I Want to Be Close To You (GTG #736)                
This text centers on three significant people in Christ’s early life. Mary his mother, John the beloved disciple, 
and Mary Magdalene, the first witness to his Resurrection. With these models to guide us, we can learn much 
about how to live out our desire to be near to Christ.  



 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                               Sallie Campbell 
 Leader: The Lord be with you 
 People:  And also with you. 
 Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
(Prayers continue) 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.   



 
CHORAL ANTHEM                                          If Ye Love Me                                                    by Philip Stopford  
                                                                                                                          FPC Section Leaders and Friends 
   
                                              
INVITATION TO GIVE                                Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
  You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving 
 
DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)                                  Megan Higle 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (From the Confession of 1967):                            Rev. Stanley Jenkins  
The reconciling act of God in Jesus Christ exposes the evil in people as sin in the sight of God. In sin,  
people claim mastery of their own lives, turn against God and each other, and become exploiters and 
despoilers of the world. They lose their humanity in futile striving and are left in rebellion, despair and isolation. 
 
HYMN       Will You Come and Follow Me (GTG#726)          
The first four stanzas of the ballad-like hymn are understood to be in the voice of Christ, with the fifth reflecting 
the individual singer’s response. Created for this traditional Scottish tune, the text was written to mark the 
conclusion of a youth volunteer’s time of ministry. 

http://lansingfirstpres.com/giving


 



BENEDICTION           Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
                         
RESPONSE                  Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)       Megan Higle                        
 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
 The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.   
 
POSTLUDE              Sergei Kvitko 
 
                        
 

Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. A-
731144 for Apr 16, 2021 - Apr 15, 2022  
 

 

 
                 

     ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

                                                          ADULT FORUM VIA ZOOM 
   Following worship 

 
 

MAY 9 - TODAY 
The religious and secular roots  

of our finely balanced Constitution 
 

Charlie Herrick will lead us through an historical survey of ideas and events that underlie or nation’s founding 
and its documents. Reinhold Niebuhr famously wrote, “Man’s capacity for justice makes democracy possible, 
but man’s capacity for injustice makes democracy necessary.” This irony has its embodiment in the “fine 
balance” of our US Constitutional system. Breaking down the fixed medieval hierarchy of Church and State, 
the upstart Protestant Reformation sparked an aggressive forward thrust to what may be possible politically. 
The Puritan revolution in England, the ideals of the Enlightenment philosophers, the common patriots who 
fought our Revolution – all contributed to the radical, but finally nuanced, documents of the Declaration and 
Constitution which we cherish.    
 
 

MAY 16 and 23 
Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents  

The all-church discussion of this book  
by Isabel Wilkerson will be done in two parts  

on zoom with  
Union and First Pres. Churches. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
PENTECOST is on Sunday, May 23, and everyone is encouraged to wear something red to remind us of the 
flames of the Holy Spirit as they came upon the Disciples and filled them with courage and faith! 

 
 


