
   
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

     June 13th, 2021     10:00 a.m. 
       3rd Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 
 

                        
 
 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS                     Bill Collins 
 
WELCOME                                             Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
PRELUDE                                                 Sergei Kvitko             
         

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                         Sam Smith 

Leader:      The God we worship is the giver of life: 

People:     the One who makes the dry tree green and grows a forest from the smallest seed. 

Leader:      The God we worship is the giver of life: 

People:     the One who forms us, names us, loves us, and teaches us to share our lives with the world. 

  
 
 



OPENING HYMN       For the Fruit of All Creation (GTG #36)              
Originally called “Harvest Hymn,” this text is much more comprehensive than that title implies. It also deals with 
stewardship, thanksgiving and God’s endless gifts that continue to astound us. It is set to a familiar Welsh tune 
whose name means “throughout the night." 

 
 

 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION                          Sam Smith 

 
Leader: Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin. When our actions are not consistent with the 
                        truth of your gospel, 

People:           forgive us, Lord. Cleanse us and free us.  

Leader:            When our lives do not proclaim the power of your love, 

People:           compel us, Lord. Free us and forgive us.  

Leader:            When our minds are full of self-condemnation, with no room for your grace, 

People:           revive us Lord. Forgive us and compel us.  

Leader:            For our lives are rooted in our faith in Jesus Christ, 
People;           and through Christ’s love alone we are reconciled to you. 
             

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                     Sam Smith 

Hear the good news! As people born of water and the Spirit we have died to the old life, and a new life has 
begun. God’s grace is poured out upon us day by day. Come to the water and remember your baptism. 
Be thankful, and live as one who has been raised to new life! In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
Amen. 
 
RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)         Megan Higle 
                                 Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times) 

 

MINUTE FOR MISSION                           Brian Koon 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                       Sam Smith 

Holy, Holy, Holy One, guide us by the Spirit of truth to hear the Word of life you speak, and to give 
all glory, honor, and praise to your threefold name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
FIRST LESSON           Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15                                                           Sam Smith 
1 It is good to give thanks to the LORD, 
    to sing praises to your name, O Most High; 
2 to declare your steadfast love in the morning, 
    and your faithfulness by night, 
3 to the music of the lute and the harp, 
    to the melody of the lyre. 
4 For you, O LORD, have made me glad by your work; 
    at the works of your hands I sing for joy. 
 

12 The righteous flourish like the palm tree, 
    and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 
13 They are planted in the house of the LORD; 
    they flourish in the courts of our God. 
14 In old age they still produce fruit; 
    they are always green and full of sap, 
15 showing that the LORD is upright; 
    he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him. 
 
Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC               A Simple Song                             from Mass by Leonard Bernstein 
                                                                    Katie Hill, soprano        
                                                          
GOSPEL LESSON                          Mark 4:26-34          Rev. Stanley Jenkins  
26 He also said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, 27 and would sleep 
and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. 28 The earth produces of 
itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. 29 But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes 



in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”30 He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of 
God, or what parable will we use for it?  
31 It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32 yet 
when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the 
birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”33 With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they 
were able to hear it; 34 he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his 
disciples. 
 
SERMON                       Rev. Stanley Jenkins  
 
HYMN    It Is Good to Sing Your Praises (GTG #682) 
Psalm 92, paraphrased here, is the only psalm that the Bible assigns to a specific day: the Sabbath. This may 
be because of the mention of “works” in stanza two, recalling that, after six days of creation, God rested on the 
Sabbath (Genesis 2:2-3), when the faithful do the same. 

 



 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                       Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 Leader: The Lord be with you 
 People:  And also with you. 
 Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
(Prayers continue) 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.   

                            
INVITATION TO GIVE                                Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
   

You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving 
 
 
DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)                                  Megan Higle 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

          

http://lansingfirstpres.com/giving


 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (From The Confession of 1967)                                                 Rev. Stanley Jenkins    
Out of Israel, God in due time raised up Jesus. His faith and obedience were the response of the perfect child 
of God. He was the fulfillment of God’s promise to Israel, the beginning of the new creation, and the pioneer of 
the new humanity. He gave history its meaning and direction and called the church to be his servant for the 
reconciliation of the world. 
 
HYMN      Faith Begins By Letting Go (GTG#684) 
This text affirms that faith is not a state of being but a process of becoming what we are called to be 
in relationship to God, other people, and the world. The movement from one stage of faith to another is 
suggested by gestures of the hand: letting go, holding on, reaching out. 

  



 
BENEDICTION           Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
                        
RESPONSE                  Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)       Megan Higle                        
 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
 The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.   
 
POSTLUDE              Sergei Kvitko 
 
                        
 

Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. A-
731144 for Apr 16, 2021 - Apr 15, 2022  
 
 

     ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
IN-PERSON WORSHIP OUTDOORS, NEXT SUNDAY, JUNE 20! 
We plan to hold our regular Sunday worship service at the church, outdoors in the Memorial Garden  
Note that we intend to also stream the service on Facebook, YouTube, and Zoom, as usual. But the Zoom 
session June 20 will not be interactive.  
  

Masks and Social Distancing  

 
 The CDC tells us that if you are fully vaccinated you are safe outdoors without a mask. People who 
 have not yet been vaccinated should continue to wear masks and maintain social distancing.  
 
 As things evolve, everyone has a different comfort level about masks and distancing, for themselves 
 and for others around them. We ask that people sit with their own households and maintain a distance 
 between families. You are encouraged to wear a mask, especially if it makes you more comfortable. 
 Please respect masks and people's space at all times. 
 
 We discourage congregational singing at this time. Please enjoy the soloist performance of hymns and 
 special music.  
 
 
First Presbyterian Church of Lansing, Michigan, is hiring a full- time Director of Congregational Life and 
Outreach to lead church engagement with the community, develop programs to enrich congregational life, use 
creative methods to serve the wider community, especially the underserved, and generally encourage and 
direct outfacing ministry.  
As a downtown, mainline Protestant congregation, First Presbyterian Church has an active ministry to the 
community that is vigorous and multi-faceted including the most active food pantry in the area, a community 
garden, active engagement in racial reconciliation, and other community services/activities.   
If interested, further information can be found at the website: https://lansingfirstpres.com or contact Tracy 
Weldon at tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org. Deadline: July 5, 2021 
 
First Presbyterian Church of Lansing, Michigan, is hiring a full- time Director of Christian Education and 
Youth Ministry to lead, coordinate, plan, and resource the Christian Education and Youth Ministry programs for 
the children and youth of First Presbyterian Church of Lansing. These programs and activities should build up 
the children and youth of the church educationally, spiritually, and relationally in fellowship.  
As a downtown, mainline Protestant congregation, First Presbyterian Church has an active ministry to the 
community that is vigorous and multi-faceted including the most active food pantry in the area, a community 
garden, active engagement in racial reconciliation, and other community services/activities.   

https://lansingfirstpres.com/
mailto:tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org


If interested, further information can be found at the website: https://lansingfirstpres.com or contact Tracy 
Weldon at tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org. Deadline: July 5, 2021 
 

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
ELECTION FORM 

2021 

 
 

The Nominating Committee is in the process of identifying nominees for:  
 

• Session Elders (3-year term) 

• The Board of Deacons (3-year term) 

• The Nominating Committee (1-year term) 

• The Audit Review Committee (1-year term) 

 
If you have a suggestion, or if you are interested in being considered for one of these elected 

positions yourself, please complete the form below. Email the completed form to Committee 
chair Bill Collins: bill@pipercollins.com with the subject “Nomination Suggestion”. 

 
(You do not have to email the form itself as long as you email all the information.) 

 
Thank you for your input! 

 

NOMINATION SUGGESTIONS: Please indicate if you are nominating yourself.  
 

 
 
Session Elder(s): _____________________________________________  

 
 

 
Deacon(s): __________________________________________________  
 

 
 

Nominating Committee: _______________________________________  
 
 

 
Audit Committee: ____________________________________________  
 

 

https://lansingfirstpres.com/
mailto:tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org
mailto:bill@pipercollins.com?subject=Nomination%20Suggestion

