PLYMOUTH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
125 S. PENNSYLVANIA AVE., LANSING MI 48912

God is in the company of the righteous. (Ps. 14:5)

THE NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel readings from John 6, the first four of which
focus on Jesus as bread of life. Today Jesus feeds thousands of people with five loaves and two
fish. What we have, what we bring to Jesus' table, seems like it is not nearly enough to meet
all the needs we see around us. But it is not the adequacy of our supplies or our skills that
finally makes the difference: it is the power of Jesus working in the littlest and least to
transform this world into the world God desires, a world where all the hungry are satisfied.

2 Samuel 11:1-15 / Psalm 14
Ephesians 3:14-21 /John 6:1-21

Sunday, July 25, 2021
Parking Lot In-Person with Lansing First Pres
Livestreaming on Zoom®, Facebook®, & YouTube® at 10 AM

UPCOMING CALENDAR
Sunday, July 25
09:30 AM
10:00 AM
11:15 AM
Sunset

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Parking Lot Opens for Worship
Outdoor Worship with Lansing First Pres
Livestream on Zoom, Facebook Live & YouTube
Fellowship
Pastor Bob’s Sabbath begins

Monday, July 26
09:00 AM
05:00 PM
Sunset

New Office Hours Begin: Tue – Fri / 1 pm to 6 pm
Spaghetti Meal Bake for City Rescue Mission
We Came to Believe (NA – In Person)
Pastor Bob’s Sabbath ends

Tuesday, July 27
09:00 AM

Office Hours Begin: Tue – Fri / 1 pm to 6 pm
Spaghetti Meal Prep for City Rescue Mission

Wednesday, July 28
12:00 PM
06:00 PM
07:00 PM

Office Hours Begin: Tue – Fri / 1 pm to 6 pm
Midweek Gathering by Zoom
Serve Meal at City Rescue Mission
Midweek Gathering by Zoom

Thursday, July 29
05:00 PM

Office Hours Begin: Tue – Fri / 1 pm to 6 pm
Dinner to Go @ 125 S. Pennsylvania, Lansing

Friday, July 30
12:00 Noon

Office Hours Begin: Tue – Fri / 1 pm to 6 pm
Fridays @ Noon on FB Live - Check-in, Ponder, & Prayer

Sunday, August 1
11:30 AM
12:00 PM
Sunday School Begins
Sunset

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost – Communion Service
Sanctuary Opens for In-Person Worship
In-Person Worship Begins
Pastor Bob’s Sabbath begins

THE MINISTRY TEAM FOR TODAY’S WORSHIP
LITURGIST ..................................................................................................................Tom Cornell
LAY MINISTER ............................................................................................................ Betty Briggs
PASTORAL PRAYERS .......................................................... George Bennett, Lansing First Pres
ACCOMPANIST ...................................................................................................... Jonathan Korpi
SONG LEADER ........................................................................................................ Alex Wassom
MUSIC DIRECTOR ................................................................................................ Jonathan Korpi
COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALIST ................................................................................. Renee Hall
VIDEOGRAPHER / PRODUCER ...................................................................................... Pastor Bob
PRESIDING MINISTER .................................................................................................. Pastor Bob
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & WELCOME MESSAGE (PASTOR BOB)
Masks and Social Distancing
The CDC informs us as one becomes fully vaccinated then one is safe outdoors
without a mask. The CDC also informs us that those who have not yet been fully
vaccinated should continue to wear masks and maintain social distancing (of 3 ft). The
CDC also reminds us to pay attention to our youth, vulnerable adults, and those who
are not fully vaccinated in our decision to wear or not to wear masks.
As you sit in your own family bubble, please maintain a safe distance of
minimally 3 feet between families. Additionally, you can choose whether you wear
your masks, especially if this makes you more comfortable. We wear masks to continue
to protect our youth, adults with compromised immune systems, and the unvaccinated.
Always respect each other’s use of masks and social distancing practices.
Our worship leaders are all fully vaccinated. Our worship leaders will always
wear their mask unless they are leading worship. Please enjoy the gift of song Jonathan
and Alex provides us through our hymns and special music as you make a joyful noise.
Infection & Vaccination Rates

PRELUDE: “HOLY, HOLY, HOLY” THE BELLS OF FIRST PRES
CALL TO WORSHIP (BETTY)
Laus Deo .
Praise be to God.
This is the first inclination when we gather for worship..
Laus Deo! We gather to praise and thank God for this hour
May our prayers and songs honor the saints of old
and the presence of the Spirit among us.

PRAYER OF INVOCATION (BETTY)
Almighty and merciful God,
we come to this hour seeking a vision,
for a world which needs Your love and care.
Imbue us with a pilgrim spirit,
always willing to venture where You would have us go,
always prepared to do our part to redeem the past
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for the sake of a more hopeful future.
Gather us now, for we come with great expectations to be blessed.
Amen

GATHERING HYMN: “THERE’S A SWEET, SWEET SPIRIT”
GLORY TO GOD HYMNAL #408 / PAGE #13
CALL TO CONFESSION (BETTY)
Atheists are not the only foolish people
who act as if there is no God.
Even in the midst of the miracles of life,
we often do not acknowledge God’s presence.
And yet the Spirit is with us as the source of life.
Therefore, let us confess our sins and receive Christ’s mercy.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (BETTY)
God of wonder,
Lord of King David
and of the Son, the Messiah, David’s greater son,
we confess our sins and pray for your help
so that we can truly repent and turn from evil.
Deliver us from the temptation
to hide from you, to lie to you, or to excuse ourselves
because of the harm we have done to others.
Forgive us for the curse
we have brought upon the earth.
Restore your creation to full health
and feed the multitudes from the abundance
of your merciful power.
Grow in us a deeper desire
to love Christ with the fullness of your love,
and to glorify him, along with you and the Holy Spirit,
now and forever.
Amen.

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS (BETTY)
The river of God’s mercy
runs deeper and wider than our sin.
God removes our sins
as far as the heavens
are above the earth.
Beloved in the risen Christ,
we are forgiven. Amen.
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SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE! (BETTY)
FIRST READING: 2 SAMUEL 11:1-15 (TOM)

King David takes Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah, then eventually has her husband murdered.
The king, who should be at the battle but stays home, is contrasted in this story with the
loyal and upright soldier Uriah.
1In

the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab
with his officers and all Israel with him; they ravaged the Ammonites, and
besieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem.
2It

happened, late one afternoon, when David rose from his couch and was
walking about on the roof of the king's house, that he saw from the roof a
woman bathing; the woman was very beautiful. 3David sent someone to inquire
about the woman. It was reported, "This is Bathsheba daughter of Eliam, the wife
of Uriah the Hittite." 4So David sent messengers to get her, and she came to him,
and he lay with her. (Now she was purifying herself after her period.) Then she
returned to her house. 5The woman conceived; and she sent and told David, "I
am pregnant."
6So

David sent word to Joab, "Send me Uriah the Hittite." And Joab sent Uriah to
David. 7When Uriah came to him, David asked how Joab and the people fared,
and how the war was going. 8Then David said to Uriah, "Go down to your house,
and wash your feet." Uriah went out of the king's house, and there followed him
a present from the king. 9But Uriah slept at the entrance of the king's house with
all the servants of his lord, and did not go down to his house. 10When they told
David, "Uriah did not go down to his house," David said to Uriah, "You have just
come from a journey. Why did you not go down to your house?" 11Uriah said to
David, "The ark and Israel and Judah remain in booths; and my lord Joab and the
servants of my lord are camping in the open field; shall I then go to my house, to
eat and to drink, and to lie with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I
will not do such a thing." 12Then David said to Uriah, "Remain here today also,
and tomorrow I will send you back." So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day.
On the next day, 13David invited him to eat and drink in his presence and made
him drunk; and in the evening he went out to lie on his couch with the servants
of his lord, but he did not go down to his house.
14In

the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah.
the letter he wrote, "Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and
then draw back from him, so that he may be struck down and die."
15In

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God!
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PSALM: PSALM 14 (TOM)
God is in the company of the righteous. (Ps. 14:5)
1Fools

say in their hearts, "There is no God."
They are corrupt, every deed is vile;
there is no one who does any good.
2The LORD looks down from heaven upon us all,
to see if there is anyone who is wise, who seeks after God.
3They have all proved faithless; all alike have turned bad;
there is none who does good; no, not one.
4Have they no knowledge, all those evildoers
who eat up my people like bread
and do not call upon the LORD?
5See how they tremble with fear,
because God is in the company of the righteous.
6Your aim is to confound the plans of the afflicted,
but the LORD is their refuge.
7Oh, that Israel's deliverance would come out of Zion!
When the LORD restores the fortunes of the people,
Jacob will rejoice and Israel will be glad.

SPECIAL MUSIC: “JESUS LOVES ME THIS I KNOW”
SECOND READING: EPHESIANS 3:14-21 (TOM)

We have been rooted and grounded in the love of Christ, which surpasses all human
knowledge. Because Christ dwells in our hearts, our lives are continuously strengthened and
empowered by the ongoing presence of the Spirit.
14For

this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from whom every family in
heaven and on earth takes its name. 16I pray that, according to the riches of his
glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with
power through his Spirit, 17and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through
faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. 18I pray that you may have
the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and
height and depth, 19and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so
that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
20Now

to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish
abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, 21to him be glory in the
church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God!
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “ALLELUIA!”

GOSPEL: JOHN 6:1-21 (PASTOR BOB)

In John's gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called "signs," because they reveal the true character
of God. As such, they remain within the mystery of God and cannot be brought under
human control.
1Jesus

went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias.
2A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing
for the sick. 3Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples.
4Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5When he looked up and
saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, "Where are we to
buy bread for these people to eat?" 6He said this to test him, for he himself knew
what he was going to do. 7Philip answered him, "Six months' wages would not
buy enough bread for each of them to get a little." 8One of his disciples, Andrew,
Simon Peter's brother, said to him, 9There is a boy here who has five barley
loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people? 10Jesus said,
"Make the people sit down." Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so
they sat down, about five thousand in all. 11Then Jesus took the loaves, and when
he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the
fish, as much as they wanted. 12When they were satisfied, he told his disciples,
"Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost."
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13So

they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left
by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. 14When the people saw the
sign that he had done, they began to say, "This is indeed the prophet who is to
come into the world." 15When Jesus realized that they were about to come and
take him by force to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by
himself.
16When

evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17got into a boat, and
started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet
come to them. 18The sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing.
19When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the
sea and coming near the boat, and they were terrified. 20But he said to them, "It is
I; do not be afraid." 21Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and
immediately the boat reached the land toward which they were going.
May the Lord Grant a blessing
to the hearing, doing and becoming
of God’s most Holy Word
Amen!!!

HYMN OF THE DAY: “FOR THE FRUIT OF ALL CREATION”
GLORY TO GOD HYMNAL #36 / PAGE #15

FROM THE CREATIVE TALENTS OF RICK AND TED
AT AGNUSDAY.ORG

SERMON: BREAD OR JUNK FOOD
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PRAYER FOLLOWING THE SERMON
By God’s Grace
We are not what we once were.
Nor are we yet what we will be.
But, having been loved with perfect affection
redeemed at great expense,
and given new life,
We live today because today matters
And eternity awaits

CALL TO GIVING (PASTOR BOB)
As God provides seed for the sower and bread for the eater,
so has God provided enough for us to share
as we give thanks and praise through our Lord, Jesus Christ.
Let us present our tithes and offerings.

DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (BETTY)
O God, creator of rain and sun and soil,
ruler of nations, thank you for the abundance of the earth.
We know there is enough food
to feed everyone alive today;
we are grateful that there are cures for the most common diseases;
we praise you for the witness of Jesus Christ,
who showed no lust for power or riches.
Fill the world with the Spirit of Christ
so that food, medicine, and peace flow as freely
as the river of life from the throne of the Lamb.
Bless our offerings
so that we can follow where Christ leads,
freeing the wealth of nations for the service of the kingdom.
We pray in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

JOYS & CONCERNS (PASTOR BOB)
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PASTORAL PRAYERS (GEORGE BENNETT, LANSING FIRST PRES)
Lord, Remember us in Your Kingdom and Teach Us to Pray …
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

CHARGE (BETTY)

Share the bread of life with all whom you meet;
let the Spirit of life strengthen your whole being;
and be open to the transforming of your soul
by the fullness of God.

SENDING HYMN: “JESUS, LOVER OF MY SOUL”
BLESSING (PASTOR BOB)

GLORY TO GOD HYMNAL #440 / PAGE #16

God feed you with open hands,
protect you with mighty arms,
heal you with gentle fingers.
The scent of bread, fish, and grace
linger in the clothing of your heart
and renew your faith
when strong sea winds blow.
Amen and Alleluia!!!

POSTLUDE
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Question for Reflection

How does Christ feed you today?

Household Prayer: Morning

Praise to you, O God most holy, Uncreated Light.
I am thankful that in you there is no night.
Let my morning prayer rise to you
as blooming flowers turn to meet the sun.
May I meet the adventure of this day
open to the opportunities you give me
to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ.
May I be so filled with the Holy Spirit
that peace and compassion radiate from me
to bless others so that they are touched by your glory.
Enrich my senses with the beauty of your world,
my mind with wonder at your ways,
and my spirit with gratitude for all
that you prepare for the redemption of creation
through Jesus Christ the Son.
Pierce my heart with love,
especially for those in any kind of need,
so that I am moved to help where I can
and moved to cry out for help
if the need is greater than I can answer.
Spare others the consequences of my sin,
and help me to be reconciled
with those I have harmed in the past.
Make me slow to anger, quick to forgive,
and quicker still to confess my faults.
In all things, let me trust in you.
Let me finish the day as I begin it,
in your care—
in your gentle, merciful, loving hands,
beloved and blessed triune God,
whom I would worship and adore
now and forever. Amen.
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Household Prayer: Evening

Holy triune God,
Lord, have mercy,
Lord, have mercy,
Lord, have mercy.
Thank you for the love
you have shown me today.
The gifts of air, water, food, and clothing;
the gifts of human and nonhuman companionship and community;
the gift of the Spirit around me and Christ within me:
all these gifts call for my deepest, highest praise to you.
Forgive me
for the times today when I have failed
to follow your guidance,
submit to your rule,
or glory in your majesty.
Grant healing and peace
to any whom I have harmed today;
let them not suffer because of my sins.
Let us enter the night together,
giving praise for your mercy and kindness.
Grant that we will journey into night,
led by your eternal Light,
and that we may gain comfort, rest, and renewal,
rising to a new day giving you thanks and praise
until you bring resurrection to all creation. Amen.

Call to Worship / Prayer of Invocation by Rev. Tom Richard
Pilgrim Historical Story by Rev. Norm Erlendson
Agnus Day “Comic Strip” on this week’s Gospel comes from the creative talent of Ric & Ted found at AgnusDay.org
All music printed and streamed by permission from One License through license #A-733480
Words for Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress.
Scripture readings from the NRSV, copyright 1989
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Psalm Reprinted from Psalter for Worship Year B copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress.
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress.
Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion Year B, Vol. 3.
from Westminster John Knox Press used by permission copyright 2014
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OUR WELCOMING MESSAGE
Come as you are! You are welcome here!
If you are red, yellow, black, white, brown or …
If you are male, female, transgender or …
If you are three days, thirty years,
one hundred and three years old or …
If you have never set foot in a church, if you are Hindu, Muslim,
Protestant, Jewish, Roman Catholic, Agnostic, or …
If you are single, married, divorced,
separated, partnered, widowed, or …
If you are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, questioning, or …
If you have had an abortion, have considered one, are against it, or …
If you are republican, democrat, independent, socialist,
not registered to vote, or …
If you are in the military, a veteran, returning from war, or …
If you have or had addictions, phobias,
mental or physical issues, or …
If you are or have been a criminal, with or without a record, or …
If you are employed, unemployed, self-employed,
underemployed, retired, or …
If you are studying, passing, flunking, or …
If you own a home, rent,
live with your parents, are homeless, or …
If you are fully-abled, permanently disabled,
struggling with disabilities, a person of differing abilities, …
Come as you are! Know This: You are welcome here
We love because God loved us all first!!! (1 John 4:19)
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