THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF LANSING

510 W. Ottawa Street ▪ Lansing, Michigan 48933
(517) 482-0668 www.lansingfirstpres.com
Facebook – Lansing First Presbyterian
Church Office Hours (M-F) 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 & 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
September 5, 2021 10:00 a.m.
15th Sunday after Pentecost
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
In order to maintain our worship environment, please turn your cell phone off.

PRELUDE

Sergei Kvitko

Geoff Blair
CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: The eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped.
People: The lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
Leader: For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert.
People: The burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of
water.
++HYMN

773[GTG]

Heaven Shall Not Wait

SERVICE OF RENEWAL
Call to Confession

Geoff Blair

Prayer of Confession
You love us with open arms, O God. Forgive us when we do not put your love
into practice: when we do not challenge the injustice around us; when we are
not generous with the gifts we have to share; when we are slow to compassion and quick
to judgment; when we contribute to the brokenness of the world
instead of helping to make it whole. Forgive us, O God, of the ways we fall short.
Free us to try again, and let your love lead the way…(silent prayer)
Assurance of Pardon
++ Response to Forgiveness 582[GTG] Glory To God
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned
me, and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. As it was in the beginning, is now and
ever shall be. Amen.

++PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
Leader:
May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Share the passing of the peace with those near you without touching please!
Be still and know that I am God (sung three times)

CHILDRENS STORY

Alyse Collins

Geoff Blair

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
Psalm 146
Geoff Blair
Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul! 2 I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing
praises to my God all my life long. 3 Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there is no
help. 4 When their breath departs, they return to the earth; on that very day their plans perish.
5
Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD their God, 6 who made
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them;
who keeps faith forever;7 who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry.
The LORD sets the prisoners free; 8 the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. The LORD lifts up those
who are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous. 9 The LORD watches over the strangers; he
upholds the orphan and the widow, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 10 The LORD will reign
forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. Praise the LORD!
Leader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SPECIAL MUSIC

Let Us Break Bread Together
Megan Higle, soprano

arr. Moses Hogan

GOSPEL LESSON
Mark 7:24-37
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
24 From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want
anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,25 but a woman whose little daughter
had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his
feet. 26 Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon
out of her daughter. 27 He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the
children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 28 But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the
table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29 Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon
has left your daughter.” 30 So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone
31 Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in
the region of the Decapolis.
32 They

brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to
lay his hand on him. 33 He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his
ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. 34 Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him,
“Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35 And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was
released, and he spoke plainly. 36 Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered
them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37 They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He
has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”
SERMON
++HYMN

Rev. Stanley Jenkins
767[GTG]

Together We Serve

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
The Prayer of Thanksgiving
Leader:
The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Leader:
Lift up your hearts.
People:
We lift them to the Lord.
Leader:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Leader:
… who forever sing to the glory of your name

Sanctus (Sung in unison) 572[GTG]
Holy, Holy, Holy
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
… Let us proclaim together the mystery of faith:

Leader:

The Mystery of Faith (unison)
People:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
Pastor:
Invocation of Holy Spirit
Lord’s Prayer (unison)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.
Pastor: Words of Institution
The Sharing of the Bread and Cup
Responsive Prayer after the Supper
Leader:
You have given yourself to us, Lord;
People:
Now we give ourselves for others.
Leader:
Your love has made us a new people;
People:
As a people of love we will serve you with joy.
Leader:
Your glory has filled our hearts;
People:
Help us to glorify you in all things. Amen
PRESENTING OUR GIFTS
Offering
Offertory
++ Doxology

607[GTG]

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise Triune God whom we adore. Amen.
Prayer of Dedication
UNISON AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: (From Confession of 1967, Inclusive Language Text)
The new life finds its direction in the life of Jesus, his deeds and words, his struggles against
temptation, his compassion, his anger, and his willingness to suffer death. The teaching of
apostles and prophets guide’s men and women in living this
life, and the Christian community nurtures and equips them for their ministries.
++HYMN

302[GTG]

When Hands Reach Out and Fingers Trace

++BENEDICTION

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

++BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS
306[GTG]
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love:
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.
++POSTLUDE

Sergei Kvitko

*PLEASE BE AWARE THAT WE USE CAMERAS TO BROADCAST VIDEO OF OUR
CHURCH SERVICES.

Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to
200. A-731144 for Apr 16, 2021 - Apr 15, 2022

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE
Sunday, September 5
10:00 a.m. Morning Worship, Communion
Deacon Offering received
Monday, September 6
Labor Day Holiday – Office closed
Tuesday, September 7
9:00 a.m.-2 Global Institute of Lansing classes start
4:00 p.m.
Adult Forum Committee Meeting
5:15 p.m.
Bells of First rehearsal
5:30 p.m.
Yoga
6:30 p.m.
Bagpiper’s rehearsal – Litten Hall
6:30 p.m.
LanSINGout rehearsal – Chapel
7:00 p.m.
Book Group Meeting - Zoom
Wednesday, September 8
9:00 a.m.-2 Global Institute of Lansing classes
10:30 a.m.
Lectionary Bible Study – Library/Zoom
6:00 p.m.
Finance Committee Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Deacons Meeting
7:00 p.m.
175 Planning Meeting - Zoom
Thursday, September 9
9:00 a.m.-2 Global Institute of Lansing classes
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir rehearsal
Friday, September 10
5:30 p.m.
Yoga
Saturday, September 11
Sunday, September 12
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship
Tailgate after Worship

INFORMATION FOR THE DAY
Participants in this morning’s service:
Liturgist
Organist/Pianist
Director of Music
Pastor

Geoff Blair
Sergei Kvitko
Megan Higle
Rev. Stanley Jenkins

Concerns of the congregation:
In care facilities:
Jerry Bockes (Eaton County Health and Rehab)
Jean Dietrich (Story Point of Grand Ledge)
Jean Hopkins (Story Point of Grand Ledge)
Dianne Rector (Rosewood Manor in DeWitt)
Emma Lou Knight (Story Point of Grand Ledge)
CHANCEL FLOWERS TODAY in honor of Roger and Laura Wilkinson’s 64th Wedding
Anniversary!
FLOWER CHART There are many dates available on the chart to celebrate special days in our
church family. The new price is $50. Simply sign up on the chart (in the office hall), indicate the
occasion that you would like celebrated or honored (birthday, anniversary or memorial), write a
check to the church and give it to Tracy, and we will order for you. If you would like to purchase or
provide a silk arrangement for use when we don’t have a fresh arrangement scheduled, please see
Judy Whitman. Thank you! - Worship Committee.
HEARING ASSISTANCE (The devices have been recently checked and they DO work!) LARGE
PRINT AND BRAILLE BULLETINS (If you would like a Braille bulletin, please let the church office
know ahead of time.) We also have CUSHIONS available if you find the pews uncomfortable! Please
see one of the ushers if any of these aids to worship will enhance your participation in the service.

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
DEACONS’ OFFERING
Please remember the importance of giving to the Deacons Fund to support the Food Pantry, Holiday
Baskets, and other Deacons projects. Specify “Deacons Fund” on your check or electronic donation.
FPC MEN'S GROUP "COOK-OUT" -This coming Tuesday, Sept. 7 at the home of Jim Hengstebeck
(1246 Chester Rd., Lansing 48912) beginning at 5:30 PM (meal at 6). Bring your own beverage and a
snack to share. There will be a free will offering for meal expenses. Men of ALL ages are invited. RSVP to
Brian Koon (b.koon@comcast.net or 886-9801).
SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH WILL RETURN TO IN-PERSON
INSTRUCTION IN LATE OCTOBER. In the meantime, there are plenty of ways for
youth/children/families to participate in the worship service and to continue to deepen their commitment to
being part of God’s Family. During the month of September, we are hoping that all our children and
youth can provide a colored picture for our bulletin cover. Please check your email and our FaceBook
page for templates and/or ideas. Art work is due to Ms.Megan by Tuesday, September 14.

YOUTH GROUP for Middle School and High School will be meeting during the month of September with
our good friends from Holt Presbyterian. Our fearless youth group leaders, Pam Blair, Brian Koon and
Krista Botting have great activities planned! If you are between 5th grade and 12th grade and want more
information: Youth Group Coordinator: Pam Blair – blairkids3@yahoo.com, Christian Ed Director: Megan
Higle – mhigle@lansingfirstpres.org
or cell phone 248.320.4578

ANNOUNCEMENT OF UNION MISSIONARY BAPTIST AND
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN TWO-CHURCH BOOK-READ
The Union-First collaborative committee has selected two books that will give us some powerful
insight into what next steps would be in our collaborative learning and journey toward social justice
and racial equity.
The books selected are:
1.
Passionate for Justice: Ida B. Wells as Prophet for Our Time by Dr. Catherine Meeks and
Rev. Nibs Stroupe. This book is recommended by the Presbytery for our understanding of
reparations. This is a small 134 page book and a quick read.
2.
From Here to Equality: Reparations for Black Americans in the Twenty-First Century by
William A. Darity Jr. and Kirsten Mullen. The authors describe the book this way… “From Here to
Equality is a book primarily about the economic divide between black and white Americans – how it
came to be and how it can be eliminated. Specifically, we contend, a suitably designed program of
reparations can close the divide. Black reparations can place America squarely on the path to racial
equality.”
There are now multiple copies of both books in the First Pres church library. The books have been
cataloged and ready for your check-out. Please continue reading or pick up a book and start as soon
as you can get to the library! Thank you and continue enjoying summertime reading fun!

ADULT FORUM 2021 WILL RESUME SEPTEMBER 19
(11:15-12:15 Adult Ed Room downstairs)
All are welcome to join in discussion of significant and timely topics in the Adult Ed Room
(downstairs) 11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
(Childcare is available through this time.)
SEPTEMBER 19
Refugee Resettlement in Lansing Area
with Judi Harris
Judi Harris, Refugee Resettlement Director of St Vincent Catholic Charities, will speak about
resettling refugees in the Lansing area in the past and future. She is a co-founder of the Global
Institute of Lansing and has worked with the Red Cross and other agencies.

SEPTEMBER 26
Mental Health and the Return to Being Social
with Heather Findley
Heather Findley LMSW (she/her), Serves as the Director of Mental Health Services Holt Public
Schools, and at Sparrow as an Access Center Clinician. Heather is a licensed social worker and has
worked in settings involving all mental health challenges. She has life experiences in marginalized
communities and is aware of potential stressors from those experiences and oppressions. The Adult
Forum for this Sunday will focus on mental health issues and resources surrounding starting of back

to school/work/social gatherings in light of COVID. There will be a question-and-answer time for all
mental health issues after. Cecilia Anderson is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
You may join as a Zoom Meeting if you can’t be here in person
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76117091763?pwd=QjFpa2cxN3ZnK1dRcnZjbVU5RjA5QT09
Meeting ID: 761 1709 1763, Passcode: 4daJsf

SERMON NOTES:

