THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF LANSING

510 W. Ottawa Street ▪ Lansing, Michigan 48933
(517) 482-0668 www.lansingfirstpres.com
Facebook – Lansing First Presbyterian
Church Office Hours (M-F) 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 & 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
October 24, 2021 10:00 a.m.
22nd Sunday after Pentecost

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
In order to maintain our worship environment, please turn your cell phone off.
PRELUDE

Barcarolle from Tales of Hoffman
Erin Schor, flute

by Offenbach

Chrisann Lowe
CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
Come, you who are weary.
People:
Lay down your burdens, for God can carry them.
Come, you who are joyful.
Join in God’s praise with the choir of the saints.
Come, you who are doubting.
Behold the one who brings sight to the blind.
++HYMN
465[GTG] What A Friend We Have in Jesus
This text was written by an Irish-born immigrant to Canada to comfort his mother in Ireland when she
was going through a time of special sorrow. The role of prayer as a source of strength and
consolation is underscored by its repeated use as a rhyme word in all three stanzas.

SERVICE OF RENEWAL
Call to Confession

Chrisann Lowe

Unison Prayer of Confession
Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on us. Heal us of our blindness, O Lord, for it is a
blindness we have chosen. We close our eyes when faced with suffering of the world, turn
our gaze away from the needs of our neighbors, and blur our faces in the mirror, lest we
recognize your image. Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on us.
Heal us of our blindness, and open our eyes to the beauty of your grace.
… (silent prayer)

Assurance of Pardon
++ Response to Forgiveness 582[GTG] Glory To God
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned
me, and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. As it was in the beginning, is now and
ever shall be. Amen.

++PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
Chrisann Lowe
Leader:
May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Share the passing of the peace with those near you without touching please!
Be still and know that I am God (sung three times)
MINUTE FOR MISSION
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Chris Venetis

Chrisann Lowe

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
Psalm 126
Chrisann Lowe
When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream. 2 Then our mouth was
filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy; then it was said among the nations,
“The LORD has done great things for them.” 3 The LORD has done great things for us, and we
rejoiced. 4 Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the watercourses in the Negeb.
5
May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. 6 Those who go out weeping,
bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves.
Leader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHORAL ANTHEM
Christus Paradox
by Alfred V. Fedak
You, Lord, are both Lamb and Shepherd. You, Lord, are both prince and slave. You, peacemaker
and sword-bringer of the way you took and gave.
You the everlasting instant; You, whom we both scorn and crave.
Clothed in light upon the mountain, stripped of might upon the cross,
shining in eternal glory, beggar’d by a soldier’s toss, You, the everlasting instant;
You, who are both gift and cost.
You, who walk each day beside us, sit in power at God’s side.
You, who preach a way that’s narrow, have a love that reaches wide.
You, the everlasting instant; You,who are our pilgrim guide.
Worthy is our earthly Jesus! Worthy is our cosmic Christ!
Worthy your defeat and victory. Worthy still your peace and strife. You, the everlasting instant: You,
who are our death and life.
Alleluia. You who are our death and our life.
GOSPEL LESSON
Mark 10:46-52
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
46 They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus
son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 47 When he heard that it was Jesus of
Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 48 Many sternly
ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on
me!” 49 Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” And they called the blind man, saying to him,
“Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” 50 So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to
Jesus. 51 Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man said to him,
“My teacher, let me see again.” 52 Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately
he regained his sight and followed him on the way.
SERMON
++HYMN
807[GTG] When We Must Bear Persistent Pain
Reflecting the author’s own experience of debilitating migraine headaches, this sung prayer speaks
for many people whose lives involve constant pain, often without hope of lasting relief. This text is
effectively set to a shape note tune using only five tones of the scale.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Leader:
The Lord be with you
People:
And also with you.
Leader:
Lift up your hearts.
People:
We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
(Prayers continue)
LORD'S PRAYER

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever.
CHORAL AMEN

Amen

UNISON AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: (From Confession of 1967, Inclusive Language Text)
The life, death, resurrection, and promised coming of Jesus Christ has set the pattern for the
church’s mission. His human life involves the church in the common life of all people. His
service to men and women commits the church to work for every form of human well-being.
His suffering makes the church sensitive to all human suffering so that it sees the face of
Christ in the faces of persons in every kind of need. His
crucifixion discloses to the church God’s judgment on the inhumanity that marks human
relations, and the awful consequences of the church's own complicity in injustice. In the
power of the risen Christ and the hope of his coming, the
church sees the promise of God’s renewal of human life in society and of God’s victory over
all wrong. The church follows this pattern in the form of its life and in
the method of its action. So to live and serve is to confess Christ as Lord.
PRESENTING OUR GIFTS
Offering

Choral Anthem

Phind’ukhulume
by Mzwandile Mabuzza
featuring Marcus and Matthew Ringlever

(Zulu Prayer)
translation:
Speak again, Holy Spirit, Speak again, my Lord.
Because all of my sins have been forgiven by you today.
Speak, speak, speak, my Lord.
Speak, I am listening, speak, my Lord.
++ Doxology

607[GTG]

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise Triune God whom we adore. Amen.
Prayer of Dedication
++HYMN
852[GTG] When the Lord Redeems the Very Least
What does it mean to pray “thy kingdom come”? This text (loosely modeled on Psalm 126) sketches
out some of the features that help us to know when God’s reign has truly come. The energy of the
gospel song tune adds to the sense of rejoicing repeatedly promised in this text.

++BENEDICTION
++BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS
306[GTG]
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love:
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.
++POSTLUDE

Sergei Kvitko

*PLEASE BE AWARE THAT WE USE CAMERAS TO BROADCAST VIDEO OF OUR
CHURCH SERVICES.

Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to
200. A-731144 for Apr 16, 2021 - Apr 15, 2022

INFORMATION FOR THE DAY
Participants in this morning’s service:
Liturgist
Chrisann Lowe
Organist/Pianist
Sergei Kvitko
Director of Music
Megan Higle
Pastor
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
Concerns of the congregation:
In care facilities:
Jerry Bockes (Eaton County Health and Rehab)
Jean Dietrich (Story Point of Grand Ledge)
Jean Hopkins (Story Point of Grand Ledge)
Dianne Rector (Rosewood Manor in DeWitt)
Emma Lou Knight (Fairview Adult Foster Care in
Grand Ledge)
FLOWER CHART There are many dates available on the chart to celebrate special days in our
church family. The new price is $50. Simply sign up on the chart (in the office hall), indicate the
occasion that you would like celebrated or honored (birthday, anniversary or memorial), write a
check to the church and give it to Tracy, and we will order for you. If you would like to purchase or
provide a silk arrangement for use when we don’t have a fresh arrangement scheduled, please see
Judy Whitman. Thank you! - Worship Committee.
HEARING ASSISTANCE (The devices have been recently checked and they DO work!) LARGE
PRINT AND BRAILLE BULLETINS (If you would like a Braille bulletin, please let the church office
know ahead of time.) We also have CUSHIONS available if you find the pews uncomfortable! Please
see one of the ushers if any of these aids to worship will enhance your participation in the service.

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE
Sunday, October 24
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship
11:30 a.m.
Adult Forum
Monday, October 25
10:30 a.m.
Staff Meeting
7:00 p.m.
Capital City Chordsmen rehearsal – Chapel
Tuesday, October 26
9:00 a.m.-2 Global Institute of Lansing classes
5:15 p.m.
Bells of First rehearsal
5:30 p.m.
Yoga
6:30 p.m.
Bagpiper’s rehearsal – Litten Hall
6:30 p.m.
LanSINGout rehearsal – Chapel

Wednesday, October 27
9:00 a.m.-2 Global Institute of Lansing classes
10:30 a.m.
Lectionary Bible Study – Zoom
4:30 p.m.
Lansing Children’s Choir rehearsal – Chapel
Thursday, October 28
9:00 a.m.-2
Global Institute of Lansing classes
6:00 p.m.
Global Institute of Lansing classes
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir rehearsal
Friday, October 29
5:30 p.m.
Yoga
Saturday, October 30
Sunday, October 31
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship
11:15 a.m.
Adult Forum

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
NAME TAGS: Would you like a name tag? Does your name tag need a new back? OR If you
lost your name tag and need a new one. Please email Pam Blair blairkids3@yahoo.com or
call/text 517-281-9099. The deadline to get names to the printer is November 14. Membership
will do another round of nametags in January.
FPC LANSING & HOLT YOUTH GROUP! Sunday, October 24 from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
Our weekly meeting at Holt First Presbyterian will include:Middle High - “The Real World of MidHigh” All the things you want to say, but can’t talk about anywhere else!
Senior High - “YIA Chit-Chat” Teenage Mental & Spiritual Health, There will be NO YOUTH
GROUP MEETING on Sunday, October 31! Happy Halloween!
Megan & Pam hope to see you there!
WOULD YOU LIKE TO TAKE A DAY TRIP TO MEIJER GARDENS TO SEE THE
CRYSANTHEMUMS AND MORE SHOW WITH FPC HOLT? A group will be leaving FPC Holt
at 10:00AM and going to The Market downtown for lunch (http://downtownmarketgr.com/) and
then going to Meijer Gardens after that. Admission is $14.50 for anyone under 64 and $11 for
65+. We plan to be back to Lansing in the late afternoon. Please RSVP at office@fpc-holt.org if
you are interested.
BULLETIN COVERS FOR THE NEXT SIX WEEKS WILL BE COLORED BY SOME OF OUR
DELIGHTFUL CHILDREN! Today, we feature Ace Sirmeyer. Thank you to Cecily English,
Audrey Pollok, Hamilton Showalter, Victor Showalter, Ace Sirmeyer and Archie Sirmeyer for
sharing your creativity with your church family this fall!
LECTIONARY BIBLE STUDY MEETS ON WEDNESDAYS AT 10:30 BY ZOOM.ALL ARE
WELCOME! The link is:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87896832001?pwd=V2lJWjUrN05sMkhIRGNVbVk3MHl6QT09,
Meeting ID: 878 9683 2001, Passcode: 442952 or call in by phone number 1-929-436-2866

ADULT FORUM 2021
(11:15-12:15 Adult Ed Room downstairs) (Childcare is available through this time.)

OCTOBER 24 - TODAY
Mission Fair
In the Reception Room (downstairs)
The Mission Committee will sponsor a Mission Fair during the Adult Forum on October
24. Representatives from many of the organizations that First Pres donates to annually
will be present to share with the congregation the services provided by the group to the
community. The representatives will have a display that gives a nice visual of the work
being undertaken and highlights our involvement in the success of these programs.
Please take this opportunity to personally interact with community members who directly
benefit from First Pres’ Mission giving.

OCTOBER 31
Connections and Disconnections in the Protestant Reformation
Charlie Herrick

The October "First Epistle" announced that former pastor Jeff O'Neill would lead this
week's discussion, but a new round of treatment for his cancer beginning now and
lasting several months made him uncertain about his ability to be with us. Because it is
Reformation Sunday, Charlie Herrick will take a look at some major Reformation figures,
seeing what they had in common that made them all "reformers," and where they
differed from one another, which kept the movement from becoming one, and resulting
in the hundreds of denominations of Protestantism today.

November 7
Stewardship Collage Concert
In Molly Grove Chapel
A special committee of the Session will present a Stewardship Collage
Concert on Sunday November 7th after our worship service to highlight the
work of the church in a musical and narrative performance. It should be a
fun, interesting and wonderful way to showcase the work of your Church
and the way your pledges support all these efforts. Membership
Committee will send us out with special treats afterward.

