
        THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
                                  OF LANSING 
                             

 
 
                                            

510 W. Ottawa Street ▪ Lansing, Michigan  48933 
 (517) 482-0668   www.lansingfirstpres.com 

                                         Facebook – Lansing First Presbyterian 
Church Office Hours (M-F) 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 & 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.          

               
 

 
 

 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lansingfirstpres.com/


SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
November 21, 2021    10:00 a.m.  

Christ the King Sunday 
The paraments have been changed to white to celebrate our Lord’s ultimate victory over  

sin and death.  White is the color of celebration! 

 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                        

In order to maintain our worship environment, please turn your cell phone off. 
 
PRELUDE            Sergei Kvitko 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP                      Chris Venetis 
  Leader:  Come! Behold the reign of Christ, 
 People: like the sun rising on a cloudless morning, gleaming from the               
                                          dew on the grassy land.  
  Leader: Come! Behold the reign of Christ, 
  People: a power that shall not pass away and a love that will never be  
                                          destroyed. 
  Leader: We belong to the reign of Christ, 
  People: the Alpha and Omega, who was, and is, and is to come. 
 
PROCESSIONAL                                                  Banners & Members of the Glen Erin Pipe Band   
 
++PROCESSIONAL HYMN         348[GTG] Lo, He Comes With Clouds Descending 
Despite unclear musical origins, the result here is a characteristic early Methodist hymn tune, 
notable for its breadth and range. It effectively sets a test of similarly mixed sources, one that 
Charles Wesley regarded as related to “Thy kingdom come” in the Lord’s Prayer. 



   



 
 

SERVICE OF RENEWAL                               Chris Venetis 
    Call to Confession                  
                                                                                                                             

Unison Prayer of Confession     
  O Holy One, you showed us what it means to live by your reign: sharing food with  
  the hungry, freedom with the imprisoned, justice with the oppressed, and joy with 
  the sorrowful. We ask your forgiveness, O God, for all the ways we fail to live 
  as people who belong to your reign. Show us once more what our belonging    
       means, for you are the beginning, you are the end, and, in every time between,  
       you fill out lives with grace.  
 
    Assurance of Pardon 
++ Response to Forgiveness  582[GTG] Glory To God 
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever 
shall be. Amen. 



 

  
 
 

++PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST                Chris Venetis 
Leader:  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 

   
 Share the passing of the peace with those near you without touching please!   

                        Be still and know that I am God (sung three times) 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION       Chris Venetis              
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                    Psalm 132:1-12             Chris Venetis 
O LORD, remember in David’s favor all the hardships he endured; 2 how he swore to the LORD and 
vowed to the Mighty One of Jacob, 3 “I will not enter my house or get into my bed; 4 I will not give 
sleep to my eyes or slumber to my eyelids, 5 until I find a place for the LORD, a dwelling place for the 
Mighty One of Jacob.” 6 We heard of it in Ephrathah; we found it in the fields of Jaar. 7 “Let us go to 
his dwelling place; let us worship at his footstool.” 8 Rise up, O LORD, and go to your resting place, 
you and the ark of your might. 9 Let your priests be clothed with righteousness, and let your faithful 
shout for joy. 10 For your servant David’s sake do not turn away the face of your anointed one. 
11 The LORD swore to David a sure oath from which he will not turn back: “One of the sons of your 
body I will set on your throne. 12 If your sons keep my covenant and my decrees that I shall teach 
them, their sons also, forevermore,   shall sit on your throne.” 
 
Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                                                
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 



SPECIAL MUSIC  Amazing Grace  Members of the Glen Erin Pipe Band   
 
      
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON          Revelation 1:4-8 
4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was 
and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, 
the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who 
loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving[c his 
God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7 Look! He is coming with the 
clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. 8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is 
and who was and who is to come, the Almighty. 
 
SERMON                                   Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
++HYMN   384[GTG]     Soon and Very Soon 
This spirited African American gospel hymn draws on John’s vision of the new heaven and the new 
earth in Revelation 21:3-4, with its wonderful promise that God will wipe away the tears from all 
eyes, that death will be no longer, and that there will be no more mourning or pain. 



 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                Gwen Botting 
     Leader: The Lord be with you 

People:  And also with you. 
 Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
(Prayers continue) 
 
 
 
 



LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever.   

 

CHORAL AMEN    Amen 
 

UNISON AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (From the Confession of 1967--Inclusive Language Text): 

Each member is the church in the world, endowed by the Spirit with some gift of ministry and 
is responsible for the integrity of his or her witness in each particular situation. Each member 
is entitled to the guidance and support of the Christian community and is subject to its 
advice and correction. In turn, each member, in her or his own competence, helps to guide 
the church. 
 
PRESENTING OUR GIFTS               
 Offering                   

             Choral Anthem              E’en So Lord Jesus, Quickly Come                 by Paul Manz 
    
Peace be to you and grace from him who freed us from our sins, who loved us all and shed his blood 

that we might saved be. 
Sing holy, holy to our Lord, the Lord, Almighty God, who was and is and is to come; sing holy, holy, 

Lord! 
Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein. Rejoice on earth, ye saints below, 

For Christ is coming, is coming soon, for Christ is coming soon! 
E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, and night shall be no more; 
They need no light nor lamp nor sun, For Christ will be their All! 

 
++ Doxology    607[GTG] Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all people here         

        below; Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise Triune God whom we adore. Amen. 
   

                Prayer of Dedication              
 
++HYMN 265[GTG]    Jesus Shall Reign Whe’er the Sun 
This hymn is a classic example of how Isaac Watts Christianized the Psalms, in this case Psalm 
72:5-19, by turning their messianic language to New Testament equivalents  The tune was first 
nameless and anonymous, but is not called by the address of the supposed composer (DUKE 
STREET). 



 
++BENEDICTION                    
   
++BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS       306[GTG] 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love: 
                         The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.          
 
++POSTLUDE                                                         Sergei Kvitko 
 
 
 



*PLEASE BE AWARE THAT WE USE CAMERAS TO BROADCAST VIDEO OF OUR 
CHURCH SERVICES. Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly 

attendance 101 to 200. A-731144 for Apr 16, 2021 - Apr 15, 2022 

 

 
 
 
 
       THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 

 
 
 
Sunday, November 21  
10:00 a.m.      Morning Worship – Commitment Sunday 
11:15a.m.       Adult Forum  
 
Monday, November 22 
10:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 
Noon  Holiday basket pick up 
7:00 p.m. Capital City Chordsmen rehearsal – Chapel 
 
Tuesday, November 23 
9:00 a.m.-2 Mobile Covid Vaccine Van 
9:00 a.m.-2 Global Institute of Lansing classes  
9:00 a.m.-11 Zoom Coffee Hour with Prince 
5:15 p.m. Bells of First rehearsal 
5:30 p.m.   Yoga 
6:30 p.m.         Bagpiper’s rehearsal – Litten Hall  
6:30 p.m. LanSINGout rehearsal – Chapel 
 
Wednesday, November 24 
10:30 a.m.     Lectionary Bible Study – Zoom  
4:30 p.m. Lansing Children’s Choir rehearsal – Chapel 
 
Thursday, November 25 
Thanksgiving – Church closed 
 
Friday, November 26 
Day After Thanksgiving – Church closed 
5:30 p.m. Yoga 
 
Saturday, November 27   
 
Sunday, November 28 
10:00 a.m.      Morning Worship  
11:15a.m.       Adult Forum  
  
 

 



INFORMATION FOR THE DAY 

 
 
 

Participants in this morning’s service: 
Liturgist  Chris Venetis 
Organist/Pianist  Sergei Kvitko 
Director of Music  Megan Higle  
Pastor    Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

      
Concerns of the congregation:  

In care facilities: Jerry Bockes (Eaton County Health and Rehab) 
    Jean Dietrich (Story Point of Grand Ledge)   
    Dianne Rector (Rosewood Manor in DeWitt) 

   Emma Lou Knight (Fairview Adult Foster Care in  
Grand Ledge) 

  
THE SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION IS EXTENDED TO THE FAMLY OF JEAN 
HOPKINS. Jean died on November 16. There will be a service on December 4. More details will 
come as they are known. 
 
CHANCEL FLOWERS this month and week are provided by Bill and Karen Rude in memory of their 
parents.  
 
FLOWER CHART   There are many dates available on the chart to celebrate special days in our 
church family.  The new price is $50. Simply sign up on the chart (in the office hall), indicate the 
occasion that you would like celebrated or honored (birthday, anniversary or memorial), write a 
check to the church and give it to Tracy, and we will order for you.  If you would like to purchase or 
provide a silk arrangement for use when we don’t have a fresh arrangement scheduled, please see 
Judy Whitman.  Thank you!  - Worship Committee. 
 
HEARING ASSISTANCE (The devices have been recently checked and they DO work!)  LARGE 
PRINT AND BRAILLE BULLETINS (If you would like a Braille bulletin, please let the church office 
know ahead of time.) We also have CUSHIONS available if you find the pews uncomfortable! Please 
see one of the ushers if any of these aids to worship will enhance your participation in the service.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 
 
BANNER COLORS AND THEIR MEANINGS   We Celebrate Christ the King today on the last Sunday of 
the Christian calendar year.  We bring back all the colors of the Christian year to remember what they 
stand for, which helps ground us and help us remember our purpose on earth.  Next week we will change 



the paraments to purple, with the coming of Advent and the beginning of a new Christian year.  Purple is 
the color of royalty, which we use in preparation for the arrival of Jesus on Christmas Eve. We use white 
for Christmas season, Easter season, and Christ the King.  Next we will use green for common time – or 
as I prefer to think of it – growing time -when we grow in our faith.  Red will be used on Pentecost, which 
stands for the Holy Spirit.  It bears noting that most denominations only celebrate the Holy Spirit this ONE 
Sunday per year, which is an interesting commentary on how we view our faith and the importance of the 
Holy Spirit, and perhaps we should consider upping the role of the Spirit in our worship experiences! We 
also have banners confirming our solidarity with Christians around the globe, with an African print and an 
Asian design.  If anyone has ideas for other banners, please feel free to talk with me!  Gwen Botting, 616-
755-2221 or gwenbotting9496@gmail.com. 
 
HANGING OF THE GREENS   The Worship Committee has decided, to reduce the chances of COVID 
transmission, that decorating the church for Advent and Christmas be done by small groups of people, so 
there will be no “hanging of the greens” event today.   We are also paring down our decorating with more 
of a minimalist approach and only decorating the most commonly used rooms in the building.    
 
JOIN VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR WITH DIRECTOR OF CONGREGATIONAL LIFE & COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH, PRINCE SOLACE ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 23rd, ANYTIME FROM 9AM-11AM.    

 

         ADULT FORUM 2021  
(11:15-12:15 Adult Ed Room downstairs)  (Childcare is available through this time.)     

        Sunday, November 21 - TODAY 
Planning to Celebrate Our 175th Anniversary 

Please join our Adult Forum today to learn about plans in the making to celebrate the 175th anniversary 
of our church.  Brian Koon, chair of the 175th Planning Committee, along with the members of the 
committee, will present an overview of our current plans for a year-long celebration.  We’ll meet in the 
Adult Ed Room downstairs. 
The celebration will begin with a "kick-off" event during worship on Sunday, 12 December 2021, and 
come to a rounded conclusion with a Rededication Sunday worship service on 18 December 2022, which 
will be 175 years and one day after the founding of our church.  In between those dates there will be a 
year full of many more celebratory events, recollections of times past, recognition of our current 
expressions of faith and service, and our hopes and expectations for continued vitality in our church for 
many more years to come.  We look forward to seeing you and to sharing our plans with you and to 
hearing what thoughts you may have about enhancing our celebration.      
                                                        Sunday, November 28 
                                        ACT UGANDA- Education and Survival 
Dave and Karen Viele will present pictures and updates of work done through ACT Uganda during the 
pandemic. Their talk will include new innovation and planning for 2022 with Muko High School and the 
Rubanda District in Uganda. 

 

    ADVENT BIBLE STUDY  
Thursday Evenings 6:00 to 6:45, Dec 2, 9, 16 and 23. 

 
Adult Education Committee is very excited to present an Advent Bible Study titled Peace, Justice, 
Joy, and Salvation: An Adult Advent Study.  It will be in person at the church in the library or parlor, 
or over zoom in your home.  The material will parallel the children and youth material from the prior 
Sunday so your younger members are also welcome on the zoom and may have some unique 
insights to add to our discussion. 
The materials you will need for the “at home” sessions are an Advent Wreath, candles, Bible, writing 
utensil, Resource Sheet and Participant Handout.  The Participant Handout should be read prior to 
the session for maximum effect.  
 

mailto:gwenbotting9496@gmail.com


~The only material you will need for the in-person session at church will be The Participant 
Handout (read prior to the session). 
 
~We will send out all 4 sessions (in PDF form) to view at home in an all-church email the 
week of November 22nd.   
~ We will also have the packets of the 4 sessions to pass out at the entrances to the 
sanctuary on Sundays, November 14 TODAY, 21 and 28.   
~Printed packets of the 4 sessions will also be in the church office. 
~Packets can be mailed to you by request; call the church office and let Tracy know. 

Let this Advent be a time of deeper learning about 
Peace, Justice, Joy, and Salvation. 

     

             
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              
 

 


