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SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
December 19, 2021    10:00 a.m.  

4th Sunday of Advent 
 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                     Prince Solace                                

In order to maintain our worship environment, please turn your cell phone off. 
 
PRELUDE             Wexford Carol                    arr. Vicki Collinsworth 
                               Rachel Showalter, alto recorder and Chrisann Lowe, piano 
      

CALL TO WORSHIP                   Sherri DeMarco 
 Leader:  Keep watch! For the One who brings peace is coming. 

People: We wait in anticipation for Christ. 
Leader:  We wait for God’s revealing of joy. Remain alert! 
People: Love is coming to dwell among us. Hope draws near. 

  
++HYMN   121[GTG]     O Little Town of Bethlehem 
Though he was famed during his lifetime as a great preacher, no sermon Phillips Brooks ever 
preached has been heard or read by as many people as have sung this carol he wrote in December 
1868 for the Sunday school children of Holy Trinity Episcopal Church in Philadelphia. 



  
 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH                        Readers: Mark and Jean Fellows Family 
 
Reader 1: We are in the season of Advent, when the days grow short and darkness closes in. We 
are preparing to celebrate at Christmas the birth of Jesus, who is the Light of the World.  
 
Reader 2: May this wreath remind us of the hope and joy that Jesus brings to the world.  



 
People: Lord, we gather with the people who waited four thousand years for your coming.  
 
SERVICE OF RENEWAL                                       Sherri DeMarco 
    Call to Confession                  
                                                                                                                             
    Unison Prayer of Confession                                         Sherri DeMarco 

O God, giver of all good gifts, we come before you as children in need of your wisdom 
and grace. Our fears and our hopes are braided together in the rhythm of daily life. 
Our visions of the future depend on our own hands and ability. 
Our expectations remain reasonable and within our control. Break into this tangle of 
fear and hope, bringing peace to our souls. Break into our vision of the future, 
returning us to your hands. Break into our expectations, awakening us with curiosity 
and wonder; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

    Assurance of Pardon                                        Sherri DeMarco 
 
++ Response to Forgiveness  100[GTG] My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout (refrain) 

My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your justice burn. Wipe away all 
tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to turn. 

 

 
++PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST                Sherri DeMarco 

Leader:  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 

   
 Share the passing of the peace with those near you without touching please!   

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! (“Angels We Have Heard On High” refrain) 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                     Sherri DeMarco 
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON  Psalm 80: 1-7           Sherri DeMarco 
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock! You who are enthroned upon the 
cherubim, shine forth2 before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. Stir up your might, and come to 
save us! 3 Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 4 O LORD God of hosts, 
how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers? 5 You have fed them with the bread of 
tears, and given them tears to drink in full measure.  



6 You make us the scorn of our neighbors; our enemies laugh among themselves. 7 Restore us, O 
God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
 
Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                                                
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
CHORAL ANTHEM                      He Shall Feed His Flock                        by John Ness Beck 
     
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON    Luke 1:39-56                             Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40 where she 
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 
child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a loud 
cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43 And why has this 
happened to me, that the mother of  
my Lord comes to me? 44 For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb 
leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was 
spoken to her by the Lord.” 46 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47 and my spirit rejoices in 
God my Savior, 48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on 
all generations will call me blessed; 49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is 
his name. 50 His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 51 He has shown 
strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 52 He has brought 
down the powerful from their thrones, 
and lifted up the lowly; 53 he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55 according to the promise he 
made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 56 And Mary remained with her 
about three months and then returned to her home. 
 

READERS THEATRE                 Behold the Glory               written by Roger Rochowiak 
 
++HYMN    O Holy Night  - verses 1 and 3 
This well-known Christmas carol, originally based on a French poem by Placide Cappeau, written in 
1843, was set to music in 1847 by composer Adolphe Adam. The carol reflects on the birth of Jesus 
as humanity’s redemption. 
 
Verse 1 

O holy night! the stars are brightly shinning;  
It is the night of our dear Savior’s birth. 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining,  
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope - the weary world rejoices,  

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 
Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices!  

O night divine, O night,  
when Christ was born! 

O night, O holy night, O night divine! 
 
Verse 3 

Truly He taught us to love one another;  
His law is love and His gospel is peace. 

Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother,  
and in His name all oppression shall cease. 

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we;  
Let all within us praise His holy name. 



Christ is the Lord! O praise His name forever!  
His power and glory evermore proclaim! 
His power and glory evermore proclaim! 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                Gwen Botting 
     Leader: The Lord be with you 

People:  And also with you. 
 Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

(Prayers continue) 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever.   

 
CHORAL AMEN    Amen 
 

PRESENTING OUR GIFTS               
 Offering   

            Choral Anthem                     Patapan                           arr. Reginald Jacques 
                                                              with Sue Carey, flute         
 

++ Doxology    607[GTG] Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all people here         

        below; Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise Triune God whom we adore. Amen. 
   

                Prayer of Dedication              
 
++HYMN 119 [GTG]      Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
Brought together in the mid-19th century, the text and tune of this familiar carol began in quite 
different forms. The text had ten stanzas and began, “Hark, how all the welkin rings.” The tune was 
created for a festival celebrating Gutenberg’s introduction of moveable type. 



 

 
++BENEDICTION                    
   
++BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS       306[GTG] 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love: 
                         The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.          
 
++POSTLUDE                                                         Sergei Kvitko 

 
*PLEASE BE AWARE THAT WE USE CAMERAS TO BROADCAST VIDEO OF OUR 

CHURCH SERVICES. Licensed music streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, 
License #A-731144. All rights reserved." 



INFORMATION FOR THE DAY 

 
 
Participants in this morning’s service: 

Liturgist  Sherri DeMarco 
Organist/Pianist  Sergei Kvitko 
Director of Music  Megan Higle  
Pastor    Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

      
Concerns of the congregation:  

In care facilities: Jerry Bockes (Eaton County Health and Rehab) 
    Jean Dietrich (Story Point of Grand Ledge)    
              Dianne Rector (Rosewood Manor in DeWitt) 

   Emma Lou Knight (Fairview Adult Foster Care in  
Grand Ledge) 

     John Eva (Dimondale Nursing Center) 
 
CHANCEL FLOWERS TODAY are in loving memory of Herb Jones from Susan Reames. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO Adam and Bry Powers on the birth of daughter Sorcha Elowyn  

Powers who was born on November 23. Also, to 1st time grandparents Jo and Howard Powers! 
Everyone is doing well. 
 
FLOWER CHART   There are many dates available on the chart to celebrate special days in 
our church family.  The new price is $50. Simply sign up on the chart (in the office hall), indicate 
the occasion that you would like celebrated or honored (birthday, anniversary or memorial), 
write a check to the church and give it to Tracy, and we will order for you.  If you would like to 
purchase or provide a silk arrangement for use when we don’t have a fresh arrangement 
scheduled, please see Judy Whitman.  Thank you!  - Worship Committee. 
 
HEARING ASSISTANCE (The devices have been recently checked and they DO 
work!)  LARGE PRINT AND BRAILLE BULLETINS (If you would like a Braille bulletin, please 
let the church office know ahead of time.) We also have CUSHIONS available if you find the 
pews uncomfortable! Please see one of the ushers if any of these aids to worship will enhance 
your participation in the service.    
 

 
 
 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



    THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 
 
Sunday, December 19    4th Sunday of Advent 
10:00 a.m.        Morning Worship, Reader’s Theater  

            Christmas Joy Offering received 
11:30 a.m.        Blue Christmas Service - Chapel 
7:00 p.m.          Downtown Lansing Caroling 
 
Monday, December 20 
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting 
7:00 p.m. Capital City Chordsmen rehearsal – Chapel 
 
Tuesday, December 21 
5:30 p.m.   Yoga 
6:00 p.m. Mid MI Photo Club Officers Meeting - Library 
6:30 p.m.           Bagpiper’s rehearsal – Litten Hall  
6:30 p.m. LanSINGout – Chapel 
 
Wednesday, December 22 
10:30 a.m.     Lectionary Bible Study – Zoom  
 
Thursday, December 23 
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir rehearsal 
 
Friday, December 24   Christmas Eve 

Offices close at noon 
7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service – Zoom only 
 
Saturday, December 25   Christmas Day 
 
Sunday, December 26    1st Sunday of Christmas 
10:00 a.m.        Morning Worship 

 

                    
 
 

 
 



CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 
 
CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING RECEIVED TODAY, DECEMBER 19   The Christmas Joy Offering is 
one of the Presbyterian Special Offerings collected each year during the Advent and Christmas 
season. WE WILL COLLECT OUR CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING TODAY! The Christmas Joy 
Offering is designed to benefit a three-pronged effort within the PC (USA): provide assistance to 
current and retired church workers when they may fall on hard times; support schools and colleges 
of the Presbyterian Church that are equipping communities of color; provide for leadership 
development for leaders of color. You can learn more at 
http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/christmasjoy.html Please give generously to help these very worthy 
programs of the PC(USA). 
 
PASTOR STAN WILL BE OUT OF THE STATE FROM DECEMBER 25 THRU 29TH. 
If you have a pastoral emergency you can call Rev. Charlie Herrick at 517-628-3084.  
For Pastoral Care contact Chris DeYonke at 517- 281-3740. The church offices will be closed 
December 25 thru 31. Messages will be checked. 
 
TONIGHT! SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2021, 7 PM – 8 PM, CHRISTMAS CAROLING AT THE 
STATE CAPITOL CHRISTMAS TREE  at the Michigan State Capitol, 100 North Capitol Ave. Come 
one and all, big and small to sing Christmas Carols by the best Christmas Tree in Michigan at corner 
of West Michigan and Capital Avenue in downtown Lansing. Hosted by Lansing First Presbyterian 
Church, song books, hot chocolate and cookies will be provided. Given that we will be outdoors in a 
wide- open space, we will be able to be socially distanced thus very safe from COVID-19 exposure. 
Please invite your friends, neighbors and family. 
 
ACT UGANDA - HELP OUR STAFF IN UGANDA HELP OTHERS ... Throughout 2020 and 2021, 
we have shared a glimpse into the important work that is being done each and every day within 
Muko Sub-County by our staff in Uganda.  Unfortunately, they are currently working with outdated 
and broken equipment.  New computers, phones, chairs, a printer and more are desperately needed 
and are the focus of our donor campaign for the end of the year. The total needed is $9,675.  If we 
exceed this amount, additional gifts will go toward updating the ACT Resource Center, such as 
installing ceilings to reduce dust, which shortens the life of the staff's electronic equipment.  To help 
get things started, the ACT Michigan Board has collectively created a challenge grant. We will 
match (double) your donation up to $4,750.  Can you help us with a year-end donation? If so, 
go to actuganda.org and click on the black header bar at the top of the page to learn more and 
donate online.  If you’d like to donate by check, please make it payable to ACT Uganda, 
put Year End Donation in the memo line and mail it to ACT Uganda, P. O. Box 2565, Midland 
MI  48641.  Thank you once again for caring!  We couldn’t exist without your continued 
prayers and assistance. 

   
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST INCLUDED IN THE PRAYERS OF THE 
PEOPLE DURING SUNDAY WORSHIP, PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE THE 
PREVIOUS THURSDAY MORNING.  Please keep prayer requests brief, we will lift up names on 
Sunday mornings.  Please contact Chris DeYonke if you would like a more detailed all church prayer 
request email.   

 

175th  PARAMENT BANNER is on display in the sanctuary with the "Celtic" cross design. It is 
located just to the left of the pulpit. It will be displayed now until the end of 2022 (our church's 175th 
anniversary year). Indicated on the banner is: 175 YEARS-1847-2022-DIVERSITY-COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH-SOCIAL JUSTICE-Lansing First Presbyterian Church. The 175th Anniversary 
Celebration Planning Committee thanks Gwen Botting for coordinating the making of the banner.  
 

http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/christmasjoy.html
http://actuganda.org/


BOOKMARKS commemorating our church's 175th anniversary next year are available. They are in 
a basket on the desk in the chapel entrance area. Feel free to take one. 

 
 

 

         ADVENT BIBLE STUDY  
The last session Thursday Evening 6:00 to 6:45, Dec. 23 

 
Adult Education Committee is very excited to present an Advent Bible Study titled Peace, Justice, Joy, 
and Salvation: An Adult Advent Study.  It will be in person at the church in the library or parlor, or over 
zoom in your home.  The material will parallel the children and youth material from the prior Sunday so 
your younger members are also welcome on the zoom and may have some unique insights to add to our 
discussion. The materials you will need for the “at home” sessions are an Advent Wreath, candles, Bible, 
writing utensil, Resource Sheet and Participant Handout.  The Participant Handout should be read prior to 
the session for maximum effect.  
 
~The only material you will need for the in-person session at church will be The Participant 
Handout (read prior to the session). 
~We will send out all 4 sessions (in PDF form) to view at home in an all-church email the week of 
November 22nd.   
~ We will also have the packets of the 4 sessions to pass out at the entrances to the sanctuary on 
Sundays, November 14 TODAY, 21 and 28.   
~Printed packets of the 4 sessions will also be in the church office. 
~Packets can be mailed to you by request; call the church office and let Tracy know. 

Let this Advent be a time of deeper learning about 
Peace, Justice, Joy, and Salvation. 

              

      
      ADULT FORUM 2021  

       (11:15-12:15 Adult Ed Room downstairs)  (Childcare is available through this time.)     
                          

The Adult Education Committee wishes everyone safe  
and blessed holidays.   

 
No Adult Forum December 19 or 26.   

See you in January! 

 
     

 


