THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF LANSING

510 W. Ottawa Street ▪ Lansing, Michigan 48933
(517) 482-0668 www.lansingfirstpres.com
Facebook – Lansing First Presbyterian
Church Office Hours (M-F) 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 & 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
January 16, 2022 10:00 a.m.
2nd Sunday after Epiphany

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Prince Solace

In order to maintain our worship environment, please turn off your cell phones. Thank you.

PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

Sergei Kvitko
Pamela Davies
God, stretching to the heavens—
God, lofty like the clouds—
God, mighty like the mountains—
God, immense like the great deep—
your salvation is expansive and generous, touching people and creatures
alike.
We rejoice in the measures of your steadfast love!

++HYMN
278[GTG] Come, Holy Ghost, Our Souls Inspire
This text, originally written in Latin in the 9th century, has had long and active use, both for
Pentecost and for ordinations (where it has appeared in Anglican prayer books since 1662). Though
created for an older hymn, this plainchant tune has set this text from earliest days.

SERVICE OF RENEWAL
Call to Confession

Pamela Davies

Unison Prayer of Confession
Loving Lord, we long to be your faithful people, but our good intentions run out and
we come up empty. For all the ways we fall short in our sin, forgive us, Gracious One.
Change us—like water into wine— to become what the world lacks, that our
community, our nation, our church, and all creation may know your justice and love.
Assurance of Pardon

++ Response to Forgiveness 447[GTG] We Are Forgiven
We are forgiven, We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God.
We are forgiven. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God.

++PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
Pamela Davies
Leader:
May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
People:
And also with you.
400[GTG]

Psalm 22 - I Rejoiced When I Heard Them Say (refrain)

Shalom, shalom, the peace of God be here.
Shalom, shalom, God’s justice be ever near.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

Pamela Davies
Psalm 36: 5-10

Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens,
your faithfulness to the clouds.
6 Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains,
your judgments are like the great deep;
you save humans and animals alike, O LORD.
7 How precious is your steadfast love, O God!
All people may take refuge in the shadow of your wings.

Pamela Davies

8 They

feast on the abundance of your house,
and you give them drink from the river of your delights.
9
For with you is the fountain of life;
in your light we see light.
10
O continue your steadfast love to those who know you,
and your salvation to the upright of heart!
Leader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHORAL ANTHEM
The Gift of Love
arr. Hal Hopson
Though I may speak with bravest fire, and have the gift to all inspire,
and have not love; my words are vain, as sounding brass, and hopeless gain.
Though I may give all I possess, and striving so my love profess,
but not be given by love within, the profit soon turns strangely thin.
Come, spirit, come, our hearts control, our spirits long to be made whole.
Let inward love guide every deed. By this we worship and are freed.
Amen.
GOSPEL LESSON

John 2:1-11

Seminarian Heather Thum-Gerber

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus
and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine gave out, the mother of
Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to
you and to me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells
you.” 6 Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding
twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the
brim. 8 He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.” So they took
it. 9 When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where it came from
(though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom 10 and said
to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have
become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.” 11 Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in
Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.
SERMON

Let’s Party!

Seminarian Heather Thum-Gerber

++HYMN
302[GTG] When Hands Reach Out and Fingers Trace
This hymn celebrates the breadth of human diversity and the variety of gifts and abilities through
which God’s people serve the church and world. Incorporating such diversity provides a
vital witness to the hospitality of Christian community and to the inclusive nature of love.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Gwen Botting
Leader:
The Lord be with you
People:
And also with you.
Leader:
Lift up your hearts.
People:
We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
(Prayers continue)
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever.
CHORAL AMEN

Amen

UNISON AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (From the Confession of 1967--Inclusive Language Text):
In recognition of special gifts of the Spirit and for the ordering of its life as a community, the
church calls, trains, and authorizes certain members for leadership and oversight. The
persons qualified for these duties in accordance with the polity of the church are set apart by
ordination or other appropriate act and
thus made responsible for their special ministries.
PRESENTING OUR GIFTS
Offering
Choral Anthem
Down to the River To Pray
arr. Marc A. Hafso (LOFT)
As I went down to the river to pray studyin’ about that good ol’ way.
And who shall wear the starry crown, Good Lord! Show me the way.
Oh sisters, let’s go down, let’s go down, come on down,
Oh. Sister’s, let’s go down, down in the river to pray.
As I went down to the river to pray studyin’ about that good ol’ way.
And who shall wear the starry crown, Good Lord! Show me the way.
Oh brothers let’s go down, let’s go down, come on down,
Oh, brothers let’s go down, down in the river to pray.
As I went down to the river to pray studyin’ about that good ol’ way.
And who shall wear the starry crown, Good Lord! Show me the way.
Oh fathers let’s go down, let’s go down, come on down,
Oh, fathers let’s go down, down in the river to pray.
As I went down to the river to pray studyin’ about that good ol’ way.
And who shall wear the starry crown, Good Lord! Show me the way.
Oh mothers let’s go down, let’s go down, come on down,
Oh, mothers let’s go down, down in the river to pray.
As I went down to the river to pray studyin’ about that good ol’ way.
And who shall wear the starry crown, Good Lord! Show me the way.
Oh sinners let’s go down, let’s go down, come on down,
Oh, sinners let’s go down, down in the river to pray.
++ Doxology 607[GTG]
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all people here
below; Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise Triune God whom we adore. Amen.
Prayer of Dedication
++HYMN
850[GTG] In a Deep, Unbounded Darkness
Setting this translation of a Chinese hymn to Western plainsong enhances the universal context
of the opening stanza. The familiar pattern of creation, covenant, and incarnation in the first
three stanzas leads to a far-reaching final stanza that looks both backward and forward.

++BENEDICTION
++BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS
306[GTG]
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love:
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.
++POSTLUDE

Sergei Kvitko

*PLEASE BE AWARE THAT WE USE CAMERAS TO BROADCAST VIDEO OF OUR
CHURCH SERVICES. Licensed music streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE,
License #A-731144. All rights reserved."

INFORMATION FOR THE DAY
Participants in this morning’s service:
Liturgist
Pamela Davies
Organist/Pianist
Sergei Kvitko
Director of Music
Megan Higle
Preacher
Seminarian Heather Thum-Gerber
Pastor
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
Concerns of the congregation:
In care facilities:
Jean Dietrich (Story Point of Grand Ledge)
Dianne Rector (Rosewood Manor in DeWitt)
Emma Lou Knight (Fairview Adult Foster Care in
Grand Ledge)
John Eva (Dimondale Nursing Center)
THE SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION is extended to Bev Bockes and her family
upon the death of Jerry Bockes who died on January 8, 2022. A service is planned for the
spring.
FLOWER CHART There are many dates available on the chart to celebrate special days
in our church family. The new price is $50. Simply sign up on the chart (in the office hall),
indicate the occasion that you would like celebrated or honored (birthday, anniversary or
memorial), write a check to the church and give it to Tracy, and we will order for you. If you
would like to purchase or provide a silk arrangement for use when we don’t have a fresh
arrangement scheduled, please see Judy Whitman. Thank you! - Worship Committee.
HEARING ASSISTANCE (The devices have been recently checked and they DO
work!) LARGE PRINT AND BRAILLE BULLETINS (If you would like a Braille bulletin,
please let the church office know ahead of time.) We also have CUSHIONS available if you
find the pews uncomfortable! Please see one of the ushers if any of these aids to worship
will enhance your participation in the service.

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE
Sunday, January 16
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship
11:30 a.m.
Adult Forum
1:00 p.m.
Pipe Band rehearsal – Litten Hall
Monday, January 17 Martin Luther King Jr holiday observed
Church Offices closed
7:00 p.m.
Capital City Chordsmen rehearsal – Chapel
Tuesday, January 18
9:00 a.m.
GIL Classes
Noon – 5
AARP Tax Training
5:15 p.m.
Bells of First rehearsal
5:30 p.m.
Yoga
6:00 p.m.
Mid MI Photo Club officers meeting – Library
6:30 p.m.
Glen Erin Pipe Band Rehearsal – Litten Hall
Wednesday, January 19
9:00 a.m.
GIL Classes
10:30 a.m.
Lectionary Bible Study
Noon – 5
AARP Tax Training
4:30 p.m.
Lansing Children’s Choir rehearsal - Chapel
7:00 p.m.
Session Meeting
Thursday, January 20
9:00 a.m.
GIL Classes
9:00 a.m.
NWI Food Distribution
5:30 p.m.
Nation Outside Meeting – Litten Hall
6:00 p.m.
GIL Classes
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir rehearsal
Friday, January 21
5:30 p.m.
Yoga – Yoga Room
Saturday, January 22
4:00 p.m.
Lansing Children’s Choir concert
Sunday, January 23
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship
11:30 a.m.
Adult Forum

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
THE PRESBYTERY 2022 PER CAPITA IS $36.73 PER PERSON.
Presbyterians have used per capita—an annual per member apportionment assessed by
the General Assembly (Book of Order, G-3.0106; see also Standing Rule F.4.b.), and by
many synods and presbyteries, to enable Presbyterians mutually and equitably to share the
ecclesiastical and administrative costs of sustaining our witness to Christ—as a sign of the
covenant that binds us together.
2022 PLEDGE ENVELOPES ARE LOCATED ON THE CREDENZA AT THE BACK OF
THE CHAPEL. If you don’t see a box with your name on it and would like one please
contact Bev Bockes.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST INCLUDED IN THE PRAYERS
OF THE PEOPLE DURING SUNDAY WORSHIP, PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH
OFFICE THE PREVIOUS THURSDAY MORNING. Please keep prayer requests brief, we
will lift up names on Sunday mornings. Please contact Chris DeYonke if you would like a
more detailed all church prayer request email.
MEMORABILIA DISPLAY This year is the 175th anniversary (1847-2022) of the founding
of our church, First Presbyterian, Lansing. There is a display of historical items located on
the table by the communications board in the chapel entrance area. Feel free to take a look
at the display.
175th ANNIVERSARY PARAMENT BANNER is on display in the sanctuary with the
"Celtic" cross design. It is located just to the left of the pulpit. The wording on the banner is:
175 YEARS-1847-2022-DIVERSITY-COMMUNITY OUTREACH-SOCIAL JUSTICELansing First Presbyterian Church. The 175th Anniversary Celebration Planning Committee
thanks Gwen Botting for coordinating the making of the banner.
BOOKMARKS commemorating our church's 175th anniversary this year are in a basket on
the desk in the chapel entrance area. Feel free to take one.

SERMON NOTES:

ADULT FORUM
(11:15-12:15 Adult Ed Room downstairs or on zoom).
(Childcare is available through this time.)
JANUARY 16 - TODAY
WHAT COMMUNITY WORSHIP MEANS IN TODAY’S DIGITAL SOCIETY
With the world under threat of the pandemic, society quickly switched to online interactions. This
isolated many people but also opened opportunities to reach many people. Our church, which is a
very social organization, made the switch suddenly with very little experience in electronic delivery of
our services. Join us in this Adult Forum and hear from Bill Collins and Megan Higle about their
experiences, pros and cons acquired in moving our worship and music into the digital world.
Ceci Anderson will also talk about the digital divide and why the gap must be breached.

JANUARY 23
WHAT IS HE WORKING ON?
Our new Director of Congregational Life and Community Outreach, Prince Jerold Solace, will
explain the responsibilities of his position while giving insight on upcoming projects in 2022 that will
highlight Lansing First Pres faith and commitment to community. Such projects include the Butterfly
Garden Exhibit, The Justice League Of Greater Lansing and the launching of a podcast. These
projects are designed to bring joy, engagement and to deepen our faith with surrounding
communities.
Attendees will have the option to make a butterfly following the presentation.

JANUARY 30
WE ARE THE CHURCH – TOGETHER
Using a partially autobiographical approach, Charlie Herrick will remind us that “our Church” is
more than those we gather with at Ottawa and Pine. We know that we are part of the Presbyterian
network, but how many of us are aware of the expanse and variety of the worldwide Church? Does it
matter to you that we are connected in faith to over a billion others? Join us as we look at the variety
of Christians throughout the world, then come back “home” where, within our own congregational
diversity, we are reminded of our universality.

