THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF LANSING

510 W. Ottawa Street ▪ Lansing, Michigan 48933
(517) 482-0668 www.lansingfirstpres.com
Facebook – Lansing First Presbyterian
Church Office Hours (M-F) 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 & 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
January 9, 2022 10:00 a.m.
Baptism of the Lord

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Prince Solace

In order to maintain our worship environment, please turn off your cell phones. Thank you.

PRELUDE

Sergei Kvitko

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

Mike Carey
I am with you, says the Lord.
Do not fear.
I have called you by name.
Do not fear.
You are mine.
Do not be afraid.

++HYMN
375[GTG] Shall we Gather at the River
A Baptist pastor wrote this hymn while seated at his parlor organ. Created as an alternative to the
gloomy “river of death” hymns, it is a celebration of the “pure river of water of life, clear
as crystal proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb” (Revelation 22:1)

SERVICE OF RENEWAL
Call to Confession

Mike Carey

Unison Prayer of Confession
In the waters of baptism, O God, you have cleansed us and claimed us.
Forgive us for refusing your grace and rejecting your name. We have followed our
own paths, and they have led us far from you. Help us to live into our baptisms, to
trust that all we need is in you, for you have marked us as your own, loving us without
limit. Wash us with your love again, that with clean hearts we my go in the way of
Jesus.
Assurance of Pardon

++ Response to Forgiveness 447[GTG] We Are Forgiven
We are forgiven, We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God.
We are forgiven. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God.

++PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
Leader:
May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
People:
And also with you.
400[GTG]

Mike Carey

Psalm 22 - I Rejoiced When I Heard Them Say (refrain)

Shalom, shalom, the peace of God be here.
Shalom, shalom, God’s justice be ever near.

ORDINATION/ INSTALLATION OF ELDERS/DEACONS
Constitutional Questions
Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and Head of
the Church, and through him believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit?
Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the
Holy Spirit, the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church
universal, and God’s Word to you?
Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith
as expressed in the confessions of our church as authentic and reliable

expositions of what Scripture leads us to believe, and do you and will you be
instructed and led by those confessions as you lead the people of God?
Will you fulfill your ministry in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority
of Scripture, and be continually guided by our confessions?
Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by its
discipline? Will you be a friend among your colleagues in ministry, working
with them, subject to the ordering of God’s Word and Spirit?
Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your
neighbors, and work for the reconciliation of the world?
Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church?
Will you pray for and seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence,
imagination, and love?
(For ruling elder) Will you be a faithful ruling elder, watching over the people,
providing for their worship, nurture, and service? Will you share in
government and discipline, serving in councils of the church, and in your
ministry will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?
(For deacon) Will you be a faithful deacon, teaching charity, urging concern,
and directing the people’s help to the friendless and those in need, and in
your ministry will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?

++Questions to the Congregation

Clerk of Session Bill Collins

Do we, the members of the church, accept these people as ruling elders or
deacons, chosen by God through the voice of this congregation to lead us in
the way of Jesus Christ?
Do we agree to pray for them, to encourage them, to respect their decisions,
and to follow as they guide us, serving Jesus Christ, who alone is Head of
the Church?
To be ordained and installed as elders: Mike Carey, Darla Jackson,
and Steve Warnaar
To be ordained and installed as deacon: Walid Mackoul
To be installed as Deacon: Judy Whitman

Mike Carey

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
Psalm 29
Mike Carey
Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 2 Ascribe to
the LORD the glory of his name; worship the LORD in holy splendor. 3 The voice of the LORD is over
the waters; the God of glory thunders, the LORD, over mighty waters. 4 The voice of the LORD is
powerful; the voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 5 The voice of the LORD breaks the
cedars; the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Sirion like
a young wild ox. 7 The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire.
8 The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
9
The voice of the LORD causes the oaks to whirl and strips the forest bare; and in his temple all say,
“Glory!” 10 The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; the LORD sits enthroned as king forever. 11 May
the LORD give strength to his people! May the LORD bless his people with peace!
Leader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHORAL ANTHEM

Wade in the Water
soloists, Ashley Wright, Ben English, Colin Dewitt

arr. Christina M. Laberge

Wade in the water, God’s gonna trouble the water.
Wade in the water, wade in the water children, wade in the water, God’s gonna trouble the water.
See that host all dressed in white, God’s gonna trouble the water.
the leader looks like the Israelite, God’s gonna trouble the water.
See that band all dressed in red, God’s gonna trouble the water.
Looks like the band that Moses led, God’s gonna trouble the water.
Wade in the water, wade in the water children, wade in the water, God’s gonna trouble the water.
Look over yonder, what do I see? God’s gonna trouble the water.
The Holy Ghost a-comin’ on me, God’s gonna trouble the water.
Wade in the water, wade in the water children, wade in the water, God’s gonna trouble the water.
If you don’t believe I’ve been redeemed, God’s gonna trouble the water.
Just follow me down to Jordan’s stream, God’s gonna trouble the water.
Wade in the water, wade in the water children, wade in the water, God’s gonna trouble the water.

GOSPEL LESSON
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning
John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with
water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear
his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.”
21 Now

when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying,
the heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a
voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
SERMON

++HYMN
76[GTG] Do Not Be Afraid
Several verses from Isaiah 43 are paraphrased here: 1b (refrain), 19 (stanza 1), 25 (stanza 2). That
prophetic oracle of salvation is rooted in the assurance of God’s presence with the People of
the Covenant. They, in turn, are called to seek God’s will and proclaim God’s power.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
George Bennett
Leader:
The Lord be with you
People:
And also with you.
Leader:
Lift up your hearts.
People:
We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
(Prayers continue)
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever.
CHORAL AMEN

Amen

UNISON AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (From the Confession of 1967--Inclusive Language Text):
Each member is the church in the world, endowed by the Spirit with some gift of ministry and
is responsible for the integrity of his or her witness in each particular situation. Each member
is entitled to the guidance and support of the Christian community and is subject to its
advice and correction. In turn, each member,
in her or his own competence, helps to guide the church.
PRESENTING OUR GIFTS
Offering
Choral Anthem

Down Galilee’s Slow Roadways

by Micael Burkhardt

Down Galilee’s slow roadways a stranger traveled on from Nazareth
to Jordan to be baptized by John.
He went down to the waters like soldier, scribe, and slave,
but there within the river the sign was birth and grave.
Arising from the river he saw the heavens torn;
it seemed the sky so open revealed the Spirit’s form.
The holy dove descended amid a glorious voice:
“You are my own beloved, my child, my heart, my choice.”
We too have found a roadway; it led us to this place.
We all have had to travel in search of hope and grace.
But now beside this water again a voice is heard,
“You are my own, my chosen, beloved of your Lord."

++ Doxology 607[GTG]
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all people here
below; Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise Triune God whom we adore. Amen.
Prayer of Dedication
++HYMN
482[GTG] Baptized in Water
Each stanza of this compact and carefully constructed hymn about baptism begins with allusions to
John 3:5 and Ephesians 1:13. The interplay of constant and changing lines accentuates each added
image. It is set here to a Gaelic tune first transcribed in the 19th century.

++BENEDICTION
++BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS
306[GTG]
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love:
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.
++POSTLUDE

Sergei Kvitko

*PLEASE BE AWARE THAT WE USE CAMERAS TO BROADCAST VIDEO OF OUR
CHURCH SERVICES. Licensed music streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE,
License #A-731144. All rights reserved."

INFORMATION FOR THE DAY
Participants in this morning’s service:
Liturgist
Mike Carey
Organist/Pianist
Sergei Kvitko
Director of Music
Megan Higle
Pastor
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
Concerns of the congregation:
In care facilities:
Jerry Bockes (Eaton County Health and Rehab)
Jean Dietrich (Story Point of Grand Ledge)
Dianne Rector (Rosewood Manor in DeWitt)
Emma Lou Knight (Fairview Adult Foster Care in
Grand Ledge)
John Eva (Dimondale Nursing Center)

FLOWER CHART There are many dates available on the chart to celebrate special days
in our church family. The new price is $50. Simply sign up on the chart (in the office hall),
indicate the occasion that you would like celebrated or honored (birthday, anniversary or
memorial), write a check to the church and give it to Tracy, and we will order for you. If you
would like to purchase or provide a silk arrangement for use when we don’t have a fresh
arrangement scheduled, please see Judy Whitman. Thank you! - Worship Committee.
HEARING ASSISTANCE (The devices have been recently checked and they DO
work!) LARGE PRINT AND BRAILLE BULLETINS (If you would like a Braille bulletin,
please let the church office know ahead of time.) We also have CUSHIONS available if you
find the pews uncomfortable! Please see one of the ushers if any of these aids to worship
will enhance your participation in the service.

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE
Sunday, January 9
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship, Installation of New Officers
Children’s Sunday School starts in Litten Hall
11:30 a.m.
Adult Forum
Monday, January 10
10:00 a.m.
Staff Meeting
7:00 p.m.
Membership Committee Meeting – Zoom
7:00 p.m.
Capital City Chordsmen rehearsal – Chapel

Tuesday, January 11
9:00 a.m.
GIL Classes
5:15 p.m.
Bells of First rehearsal
5:30 p.m.
Worship Committee Meeting
5:30 p.m.
Yoga
6:30 p.m.
Glen Erin Pipe Band Rehearsal – Litten Hall
Wednesday, January 12
9:00 a.m.
GIL Classes
10:30 a.m.
Lectionary Bible Study
2:30 p.m.
B&G Committee Meeting – Library
4:30 p.m.
Lansing Children’s Choir rehearsal - Chapel
6:00 p.m.
Finance Committee Meeting – Zoom
7:00 p.m.
Deacons Committee Meeting - Zoom
Thursday, January 13
9:00 a.m.
GIL Classes
6:00 p.m.
GIL Classes
6:00 p.m.
Greater Lansing Quilt Guild – Litten Hall
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir rehearsal
Friday, January 14
3:45 p.m.
Recording – Chapel
5:30 p.m.
Yoga – Yoga Room
Saturday, January 15
Sunday, January 16
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship
11:30 a.m.
Adult Forum
1:00 p.m.
Pipe Band rehearsal – Litten Hall

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
THE PRESBYTERY 2022 PER CAPITA IS $36.73 PER PERSON.
Presbyterians have used per capita—an annual per member apportionment assessed by
the General Assembly (Book of Order, G-3.0106; see also Standing Rule F.4.b.), and by
many synods and presbyteries, to enable Presbyterians mutually and equitably to share the
ecclesiastical and administrative costs of sustaining our witness to Christ—as a sign of the
covenant that binds us together.
2022 PLEDGE ENVELOPES ARE LOCATED ON THE CREDENZA AT THE BACK OF
THE CHAPEL. If you don’t see a box with your name on it and would like one please
contact Bev Bockes.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST INCLUDED IN THE PRAYERS
OF THE PEOPLE DURING SUNDAY WORSHIP, PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH
OFFICE THE PREVIOUS THURSDAY MORNING. Please keep prayer requests brief, we
will lift up names on Sunday mornings. Please contact Chris DeYonke if you would like a
more detailed all church prayer request email.
MEMORABILIA DISPLAY This year is the 175th anniversary (1847-2022) of the founding
of our church, First Presbyterian, Lansing. There is a display of historical items located on
the table by the communications board in the chapel entrance area. Feel free to take a look
at the display.
175th ANNIVERSARY PARAMENT BANNER is on display in the sanctuary with the
"Celtic" cross design. It is located just to the left of the pulpit. The wording on the banner is:
175 YEARS-1847-2022-DIVERSITY-COMMUNITY OUTREACH-SOCIAL JUSTICELansing First Presbyterian Church. The 175th Anniversary Celebration Planning Committee
thanks Gwen Botting for coordinating the making of the banner.
BOOKMARKS commemorating our church's 175th anniversary this year are in a basket on
the desk in the chapel entrance area. Feel free to take one.

SERMON NOTES:

ADULT FORUM
(11:15-12:15 Adult Ed Room downstairs or on zoom).
(Childcare is available through this time.)
Sunday, January 9 – TODAY
OVERVIEW OF THE HISTORY OF
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF LANSING
Today’s Adult Forum will be lead by Jim McClurken. Jim will present an overview of our
church’s history in the grand picture of the Reformed Faith and our variety of
Presbyterianism. Jim has researched much of our own church's history and has developed an
interest especially one of our church's more notable former pastors, the Rev. George Duffield,
Jr., D.D. (1818-1888, author of the popular Civil War-era hymn, "Stand Up, Stand Up for
Jesus").
Today’s Adult Forum is the first of a number of events this year in observance of the
175th anniversary of the founding of our church, First Presbyterian, Lansing (1847-2022). It is
designed to give an historical “launch” to our church’s 175th anniversary.
You are cordially invited and encouraged to be present for today’s Adult Forum following the
worship service

JANUARY 16
WHAT COMMUNITY WORSHIP MEANS IN TODAY’S DIGITAL SOCIETY
With the world under threat of the pandemic, society quickly switched to online interactions. This
isolated many people but also opened opportunities to reach many people. Our church, which is
a very social organization, made the switch suddenly with very little experience in electronic
delivery of our services. Join us in this Adult Forum and hear from Bill Collins and Megan Higle
about their experiences, pros and cons acquired in moving our worship and music into the digital
world.
Ceci Anderson will also talk about the digital divide and why the gap must be breached.
JANUARY 23
WHAT IS HE WORKING ON?
Our new Director of Congregational Life and Community Outreach, Prince Jerold Solace, will
explain the responsibilities of his position while giving insight on upcoming projects in 2022 that
will highlight Lansing First Pres faith and commitment to community. Such projects include
the Butterfly Garden Exhibit, The Justice League Of Greater Lansing and the launching of
a podcast. These projects are designed to bring joy, engagement and to deepen our faith with
surrounding communities.
Attendees will have the option to make a butterfly following the presentation.

