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    SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
February 13, 2022    10:00 a.m.  

6th Sunday after Epiphany 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                     
    
 In order to maintain our worship environment, please turn off your cell phones. Thank you.    
       

PRELUDE                      Sergei Kvitko 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                  Sherri DeMarco 
 Leader:  Time passes, seasons change, 

People: but God remains steadfast and sure, 
Leader:  a deeply rooted tree 
People: with leaves for the healing of the nations 
Leader:  and the soothing of our souls. 

 
++HYMN   247[GTG]      Now the Green Blade Riseth 
Although there were some traditional Easter carols, this hybrid one has been created by grafting a 
20th-century English text onto a late 15th-century French tune. The allegory of the dying and rising 
grain as a parallel for Christ’s Resurrection is probably based on John 12:24. 



 

SERVICE OF RENEWAL                                                  
  Call to Confession                  Sherri DeMarco    

    Unison Prayer of Confession  
Sustaining God, you would have us be deeply rooted in you, finding strength in your 
word and nourishment in your grace. More often, though, we live as chaff, blown here 
and there by the winds of circumstance. Forgive our lack of permanency and our 
failures to hold fast to our commitments. Grow in us faith that we might be firmly 
planted in your promises, released from sin, and open to the life you have shown us in 
Jesus Christ. 

 



    Assurance of Pardon                                               
                                                                                                                             
 
       ++ Response to Forgiveness  447[GTG] We Are Forgiven 
 
 
We are forgiven, We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God.  
We are forgiven. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 
         

         
 
 

++PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST                                      Sherri DeMarco 
Leader:  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

                  400[GTG]    Psalm 22 - I Rejoiced When I Heard Them Say (refrain) 
 
Shalom, shalom, the peace of God be here.  
Shalom, shalom, God’s justice be ever near. 
 

          
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION               Sherri DeMarco 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                       Psalm 1                        Sherri DeMarco 
1 Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or take the path that sinners tread, or 
sit in the seat of scoffers; 2 but their delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law they meditate 
day and night. 3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season, 
and their leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper. 
4 The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 5 Therefore the wicked will not 
stand in the judgement, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 6 for the LORD watches over 
the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish. 
  
Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                                                
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
CHORAL ANTHEM   Blessed Are They                         by Carolyn Jennings 

Erin Schor, flute 
 

Blessed are they who take delight in the living Word of God, for they,  
like trees along a stream, grow strong in all they do. 

Deeply rooted in the Word, ever nourished by the Word;  
and the fruit of a holy life is good. 

The Word enlightens all who strive to know and do God’s will:  
a lamp to guide us on our way, a light upon our path, 

For the law of God is true, and the grace of God is pure, 
 and the fruit of a holy life is good. 

All you hearers of the Word, rejoice and offer thanks.  
or love so deep and broad and high, and praise for life so full.  

Deeply rooted in the Word, ever nourished by the Word; 
 and the fruit of a holy life is good. 

                     
GOSPEL LESSON            Luke 6:17-26      Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
17 He came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his disciples and a 
great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon. 18 They had 
come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean 
spirits were cured. 19 And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, for power came out from him and 
healed all of them. 20 Then he looked up at his disciples and said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for 
yours is the kingdom of God. 21 “Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. “Blessed 
are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 22 “Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they 
exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. 23 Rejoice in that day and 
leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the 
prophets. 
24 “But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. 25 “Woe to you who are full 
now, for you will be hungry. “Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep.26 “Woe 
to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false prophets. 
 
SERMON    

 
++HYMN   773[GTG]    Heaven Shall Not Wait 
This stirring, prophetic hymn is organized around two recurring four-syllable phrases, the first of 
which introduces an idealized scenario of what Dietrich Bonoeffer would call “cheap grace,” while the 
second announces the “costly grace” of God’s redeeming work in Jesus Christ. 

 



 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                           George Bennett 
     Leader: The Lord be with you 

People:  And also with you. 
 Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

(Prayers continue) 
 
 



LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever.   

 
CHORAL AMEN    Amen 
 
UNISON AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (From the Confession of 1967--Inclusive Language Text): 

The reconciliation of humankind through Jesus Christ makes it plain that enslaving poverty 
in a world of abundance is an intolerable violation of God’s good creation. Because Jesus 
identified himself with the needy and exploited, the cause of the world’s poor is the cause of 
his disciples. The church cannot condone poverty, whether it is the product of unjust social 
structures, exploitation of the defenseless, lack of national resources, absence of 
technological understanding, or rapid expansion of populations. The church calls all people 
to use their abilities, their possessions, and the fruits of technology as gifts entrusted to 
them by God for the 
maintenance of their families and the advancement of the common welfare. It encourages 
those forces in human society that raise hopes for better conditions and provide people with 
opportunity for a decent living. A church that is indifferent to poverty, or evades 
responsibility in economic affairs, or is open to one social class only, or expects gratitude for 
its beneficence makes a mockery of reconciliation and 
offers no acceptable worship to God. 
 

PRESENTING OUR GIFTS               
 Offering   

 Choral Anthem       Soon Ah Will Be Done                         arr William Dawson 
Soon ah will be done a with the troubles of the world. 

Goin’ home to live with God. 
I want to meet my mother…goin’ home to live with God. 
No more weepin’ and a wailin;, I’m goin’ to live with God. 

I want to meet my Jesus, in the mornin’ Lord, 
I’m goin’ to live with God. 

 

++ Doxology    607[GTG] Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all people here         

        below; Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise Triune God whom we adore. Amen. 
   

                Prayer of Dedication  
 
++HYMN  353[GTG] My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 
This hymn develops the imagery of Jesus’ remark (Matthew 7:24-27 / Luke 6:47-49) that those who 
believe in him and act on that belief are like someone who builds a house on a rock. The text is set 
to a tune created for it by a prolific 19th-century American composer and editor. 



 
++BENEDICTION                  
 
++BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS       306[GTG] 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love: 
                         The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.          
 
++POSTLUDE                                                         Sergei Kvitko 

 
*PLEASE BE AWARE THAT WE USE CAMERAS TO BROADCAST VIDEO OF OUR 

CHURCH SERVICES. Licensed music streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-731144. All rights reserved. 



INFORMATION FOR THE DAY 

 
 
 

Participants in this morning’s service: 
Liturgist              Sherri DeMarco 
Organist/Pianist   Sergei Kvitko 
Director of Music   Megan Higle  
Pastor     Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

      
Concerns of the congregation:  

In care facilities: Jean Dietrich (Story Point of Grand Ledge)   
              Dianne Rector (Rosewood Manor in DeWitt) 

   Emma Lou Knight (Fairview Adult Foster Care in  
Grand Ledge) 

     John Eva (Dimondale Nursing Center) 
 
 
THE SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION IS EXTENED TO ELAINE SCOVILL  
AND FAMILY upon the death of daughter in law Shirlee Scovill on February 5, sister to 
Carolyn Teremi and Sharlene Maynard. The family will have a private memorial service. 
 
THE SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION IS EXTENDED TO JIM MCCLURKEN AND 
FAMILY upon the death of his father Jim on February 6. The family will meet with visitors at 
Heritage Life Story Funeral Home, (2120 Lake Michigan Dr. NW Grand Rapids, MI 49504) 
on Thursday, February 10, 2022 from 6-8 pm. Services officiated by Pastor Dan Heistand, 
will be held at Grand Valley Baptist Church, (O-3186 River Hill Dr. NW, Grand Rapids, MI 
49534) on Friday, February 11, 2022 at 11 am with visitation prior beginning at 10 am.  
 
CHANCEL FLOWERS today are in honor of our parents, Robert and Ann Paterson, from 
Nan and Sue.  
 
FLOWER CHART   There are many dates available on the chart to celebrate special days 
in our church family.  The new price is $50. Simply sign up on the chart (in the office hall), 
indicate the occasion that you would like celebrated or honored (birthday, anniversary or 
memorial), write a check to the church and give it to Tracy, and we will order for you.  If you 
would like to purchase or provide a silk arrangement for use when we don’t have a fresh 
arrangement scheduled, please see Judy Whitman.  Thank you!  - Worship Committee. 
 
HEARING ASSISTANCE (The devices have been recently checked and they DO 
work!)  LARGE PRINT AND BRAILLE BULLETINS (If you would like a Braille bulletin, 
please let the church office know ahead of time.) We also have CUSHIONS available if you 
find the pews uncomfortable! Please see one of the ushers if any of these aids to worship 
will enhance your participation in the service.    
 

 
 

       



   THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 
 
 
 

Sunday, February 13 
10:00 a.m.        Morning Worship 
11:30 a.m.  Adult Forum 
 
Monday, February 14 
8:00 a.m.-6 AARP Tax Prep – Litten Hall 
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting – Library 
7:00 p.m. Capital City Chordsmen rehearsal – Chapel 
 
Tuesday, February 15 
8:00 a.m.-6 AARP Tax Prep – Litten Hall 
9:00 a.m. GIL Classes 
5:15 p.m. Bells of First rehearsal 
5:30 p.m.   Yoga 
6:00 p.m. Mid MI Photo Club Officers Meeting – Library 
6:30 p.m. Glen Erin Pipe Band Rehearsal – Litten Hall 
 
Wednesday, February 16 
9:00 a.m. GIL Classes 
4:30 p.m. Lansing Children’s Choir rehearsal – Chapel 
6:00 p.m. Finance Committee Meeting - Library 
 
Thursday, February 17 
9:00 a.m. GIL Classes 
9:00 a.m. NWI Food Distribution 
5:30 p.m. Nation Outside Meeting – Chapel 
6:00 p.m. Greater Lansing Quilt Guild meeting – Litten Hall 
6:00 p.m. GIL Classes 
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir rehearsal 
 
Friday, February 18 
11:30 a.m. HOME Link Group – Parlor/Library 
5:30 p.m. Yoga – Yoga Room 
 
Saturday, February 19 
 
Sunday, February 20    
10:00 a.m.        Morning Worship 
11:30 a.m.  Adult Forum 
 



        
 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 
 
 
CALLING ALL CHILDREN!   Ms. Megan is offering Sunday School to our lower elementary students on 
Sunday’s each week! Join her and your friends for snack, story, song and craft! 
Feb. 13, Beatitudes, Feb. 20, Joseph & His Brothers, Feb. 27, Transfiguration 
 
Your YEC (Youth Education Committee) is preparing for Confirmation Classes! If you are between the 
ages of 11 - 15, and have not gone through Confirmation…please prepare yourselves for Confirmation 
Class with Pastor Stan this spring. 
 
CALL FOR ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING HAS BEEN CHANGED  The Annual Meeting of 
the Congregation and the Corporation of the First Presbyterian Church of Lansing, Michigan, is NOW 
called for Sunday, March 6, 2022, immediately following the morning worship service.  The purpose of 
the meeting to hear the Session’s reports on the life, work and financial status of the church, to receive 
the annual budget and review the Pastor’s Terms of Call. The Annual Report will be emailed to the all-
church email lists and available as a hard copy the week of January 31. 
 
THE PRESBYTERY 2022 PER CAPITA IS $36.73 PER PERSON.  
Presbyterians have used per capita—an annual per member apportionment assessed by the General 
Assembly (Book of Order, G-3.0106; see also Standing Rule F.4.b.), and by many synods and 
presbyteries, to enable Presbyterians mutually and equitably to share the ecclesiastical and 
administrative costs of sustaining our witness to Christ—as a sign of the covenant that binds us together. 
 
2022 PLEDGE ENVELOPES ARE LOCATED ON THE CREDENZA AT THE BACK OF THE CHAPEL. 
If you don’t see a box with your name on it and would like one please contact Bev Bockes. 
  
MEMORABILIA DISPLAY This year is the 175th anniversary (1847-2022) of the founding of our church, 
First Presbyterian, Lansing. There is a display of historical items located on the table by the 
communications board in the chapel entrance area. Feel free to take a look at the display.  
 
175th ANNIVERSARY PARAMENT BANNER is on display in the sanctuary with the "Celtic" cross 
design. It is located just to the left of the pulpit. The wording on the banner is: 175 YEARS-1847-2022-



DIVERSITY-COMMUNITY OUTREACH-SOCIAL JUSTICE-Lansing First Presbyterian Church. The 175th 
Anniversary Celebration Planning Committee thanks Gwen Botting for coordinating the making of the 
banner. 
 
BOOKMARKS commemorating our church's 175th anniversary this year are in a basket on the desk in 
the chapel entrance area. Feel free to take one. 

 
       

 
ADULT FORUM  

(11:15-12:15 Adult Ed Room downstairs or on zoom).   
(Childcare is available through this time.)     

 
FEBRUARY 13 - TODAY 

THE HISTORY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, EXPRESSIONS IN ART AND 
ARCHITECTURE 

With Jim McClurken  
Elder and FPC Historian Jim McClurken will present a walking AND virtual "historical" tour of our 
church building.   We will meet Jim after the worship service at the front of the sanctuary and 
proceed through the building with stops at various locations with Jim discussing the messages 
communicated in the art and the history of the pieces throughout the building. 
  
This Adult Forum presentation is one of the events being held this year in observance of our 
church's 175th anniversary (1847-2022). You are cordially invited to attend in person or virtually. 

 
 FEBRUARY 20 
REPARATIONS 

The second presentation in this month’s Celebration of African History Month discusses the 
subject and historical background of reparations in the United States. This discussion explains the 
Racial Wealth Divide. Our interactive discussion wades into reparation rationale for African 
Americans in the United States and introduces the Justice League of Greater Lansing Michigan 
(JLGLM). The JLGLM seeks to ‘Repair the Breach’ caused by centuries of slavery, inequality of 
wealth accumulation, and the failure to live into God’s Plan of equality for all of humanity. This 
organization proposes to repair the breach by establishing reparations for African Americans in the 
Greater Lansing Area! 

 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY 27 
LOOKING BACK, MOVING FORWARD 

With Greta McHaney-Trice 
Greta McHaney-Trice is an educator with a Master's in Teaching and the Curriculum from Michigan 
State University. She worked 33 years with the Lansing School District in administration and 
teaching elementary students. From 2013-18, she worked at the Resolution Services Mediation 
Center of Central Michigan (RSCCM), one of about 18 centers in the State. Greta served as 
Executive Director working with courts, businesses, schools and agencies to provide and train in 
mediation, facilitation and other dispute resolution services. 
 
She is a certified mediator, facilitator and currently teaches Restorative Practices at the Ingham 
County Jail. Her involvement with Pave the Way Project began in March of 2019. Her role is to help 
coordinate this grant-funded initiative that documents the impact Interstate 496 had on the city of 



Lansing, particularly the African American neighborhood it intersected. Pave the Way has become 
one of her most meaningful and inspiring opportunities she has had to learn about and serve her 
community. A long-time resident of Lansing she's gained great insight into the sacrifices others 
made toward the evolution of this city. 
 

 


