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    SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
March 20, 2022    10:00 a.m.  

3rd Sunday in Lent 

 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                     
    In order to maintain our worship environment, please turn off your cell phones. Thank you.    
       

PRELUDE                   Chrisann Lowe 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                  Sherri DeMarco 
 Leader:  Thirsty, our hearts crave living water. 

People: Hungry, our souls ache to be satisfied. 
Leader:  Weary, our minds are tired by thoughts 
People: that do not come from God. 
Leader:  Thirsty, hungry, and weary, 
People: let us worship the God of love. 

  
++HYMN   479[GTG]       Ho, All Who Thirst 
This song brings together many biblical references that help to enlarge an appreciation of the water 
of baptism. The refrain is based on Isaiah 55:1, stanza one adapts Jeremiah 2;13, stanza two draws 
on Revelation 7:17, and the third stanza condenses the imagery of John 4:10-14. 



 
LENTEN CANDLE READING, THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT                                        Sherri DeMarco  
Today is the third Sunday in Lent. This morning Jesus laments over unproductive fig trees and 
extends grace, even more than the tree had been originally given. We are a people, like the fig tree, 
living in God’s grace and mercy, struggling to provide fruit for our families, our congregation, our 
communities. We know that through God in Christ Jesus, that all things are possible, yet we continue 
to be filled with doubt. Let us be people of encouragement, grace and trust, ready to bear fruit for all 
of God’s people. 
 
Hear these words from Psalm 130: Out of the depths I cry to you Lord; Lord, hear my voice. Let your 
ears be attentive to my cry for mercy. If you, Lord, kept a record of sins, Lord, who could stand? But 
with you there is forgiveness, so that we can, with reverence, serve you. I wait for the Lord, my 



whole being waits, and in his word I put my hope. I wait for the Lord more than watchmen wait for 
the morning, more than watchmen wait for the morning. 
 
[The third candle is lit] 
 
Lord Jesus, as we walk with you through these forty days, let your light shine into our hearts. 
Brighten the darkness of our lives, and show us where we need to repent. 
In our thoughts, words, and actions, teach us to rely on you. 
Renew us as your people, that we may carry your light to the world. 
 
SERVICE OF RENEWAL                                                  
  Call to Confession                  Sherri DeMarco    
         Unison Prayer of Confession  

Almighty God, though you lovingly tend us, we have not put forth the good 
fruits of your Spirit. Our consumption poisons the earth. Our violence 
threatens our neighbors. Our greed exploits the poor. We must seem a waste 
of time, but don’t give up on us yet, O God. In your power to abundantly 
pardon, forgive us for the sake of Christ, and imbue us with love, peace, 
goodness, and faithfulness. 

        Assurance of Pardon                                               
       ++ Response to Forgiveness   

                         
++PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST                                      Sherri DeMarco 

Leader:  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
People:  And also with you.  



                        
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                Sherri DeMarco 
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                      Psalm 63:1-8                                    Sherri DeMarco 
O God, you are my God, I seek you, my soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and 
weary land where there is no water. 2 So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, 
3 Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you. 4 So I will bless you as long 
as I live; I will lift up my hands and call on your name. 5 My soul is satisfied as with a rich feast, and 
my mouth praises you with joyful lips 6 when I think of you on my bed, and meditate on you in the 
watches of the night; 7 for you have been my help, and in the shadow of your wings I sing for joy. 
8 My soul clings to you; your right hand upholds me. 
 
Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                                                
People:  Thanks be to God. 
    
CHORAL ANTHEM                   For the Beauty of The Earth                          arr. Brenda Austin 
          Bells of First 
                 
GOSPEL LESSON                   Luke 13:1-9                          Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had 
mingled with their sacrifices. 2 He asked them, “Do you think that because these Galileans suffered 
in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? 3 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, 
you will all perish as they did. 4 Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on 
them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell 
you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did. 6 Then he told this parable: “A man 
had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. 7 So he said 
to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find 
none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ 8 He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more 
year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, 
you can cut it down.’” 
 
SERMON    
 

++HYMN   438[GTG]     Rock of Ages, Cleft For Me 
Though scholars discredit the story that this hymn was written when the author found shelter under a 
large rock during a thunderstorm, the popular appeal of that conjecture perhaps lies in the energy of 
this plea and the vividness of its imagery drawn from many biblical sources. 



 
   
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                Gwen Botting 
     Leader: The Lord be with you 

People:  And also with you. 
 Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

(Prayers continue) 
 
 



LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever.   

 
CHORAL AMEN    Amen 

 

UNISON AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (From the Confession of 1967--Inclusive Language Text 

The Lord ’s Supper is a celebration of the reconciliation of people with God and with one 
another, in which they joyfully eat and drink together at the table of their Savior. Jesus Christ 
gave his church this remembrance of his dying for sinners so that by participation in it they 
have communion with him and with all who shall be gathered to him. Partaking in him as they 
eat the bread and drink the wine in accordance with Christ’s appointment, they receive from 
the risen and living Lord the benefits of his death and resurrection. They rejoice in the 
foretaste of the kingdom which he will bring to consummation at his promised coming, and 
go out from the Lord ’s Table with courage and hope for the service to which he has called 
them. 
 
PRESENTING OUR GIFTS               
 Offering   

 Choral Anthem I Want Jesus to Walk With Me          arr. Marques L.A. Garrett 
                                               soloist, Christopher Venetis, tenor 
 

Lord Jesus, walk with me. 
I want Jesus to walk with me, I want Jesus to walk with me, while I’m on my pilgrim journey, 

Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
In my trials, Lord walk with me. In my trials, Lord walk with me, when my head is bowed in sorrows, 

Lord I want Jesus to walk with me. 
I want Jesus to walk with me, I want Jesus to walk with me, while I’m on my pilgrim journey, 

Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 

 
 

  ++ Doxology    701[GTG] Lord, Prepare Me 
               

 



                Prayer of Dedication  
 
++HYMN  816[GTG]   If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee 
This hymn is a testimony of experience. the original seven-stanza German text (based on Psalm 
55:22) and its tune were created by the author-composer at the age of twenty in thanksgiving for 
finding employment many weeks after being left almost penniless following a robbery. 

 
++BENEDICTION                  
 
++BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS       306[GTG] 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love: 
                         The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.          

++POSTLUDE                                               Chrisann Lowe 



     *PLEASE BE AWARE THAT WE USE CAMERAS TO BROADCAST VIDEO OF OUR 

CHURCH SERVICES. Licensed music streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-731144. All rights reserved." 

 
 

INFORMATION FOR THE DAY 

 

Participants in this morning’s service: 
Liturgist              Sherri DeMarco 
Organist/Pianist   Chrisann Lowe 
Director of Music   Megan Higle  
Director Bells of First   Karen Viele 
Pastor     Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

 Candle Lighter   Bethanne Jenks     
 
Concerns of the congregation:  

In care facilities: Jean Dietrich (Story Point of Grand Ledge)   
    Dianne Rector (Rosewood Manor in DeWitt) 

   Emma Lou Knight (Fairview Adult Foster Care in  
Grand Ledge) 

      
FLOWER CHART   There are many dates available on the chart to celebrate special days 
in our church family.  The new price is $50. Simply sign up on the chart (in the office hall), 
indicate the occasion that you would like celebrated or honored (birthday, anniversary or 
memorial), write a check to the church and give it to Tracy, and we will order for you.  If you 
would like to purchase or provide a silk arrangement for use when we don’t have a fresh 
arrangement scheduled, please see Judy Whitman.  Thank you!  - Worship Committee. 
 
HEARING ASSISTANCE (The devices have been recently checked and they DO 
work!)  LARGE PRINT AND BRAILLE BULLETINS (If you would like a Braille bulletin, 
please let the church office know ahead of time.) We also have CUSHIONS available if you 
find the pews uncomfortable! Please see one of the ushers if any of these aids to worship 
will enhance your participation in the service. 
 

"YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL TO OUR MISSION! PLEASE SCAN THIS CODE WITH 
YOUR SMARTPHONE TO GIVE SECURELY ONLINE." Take a picture with your 
phone and it will take you to the website to make a donation. 
 

                                         
 
 

 



THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 
 
 

Sunday, March20    3rd Sunday in Lent 
10:00 a.m.        Morning Worship 
11:30 a.m.  Adult Forum 
 
Monday, March 21 
8:00 a.m.-6 AARP Tax Prep – Litten Hall 
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting – Library 
7:00 p.m. Capital City Chordsmen rehearsal – Chapel 
 
Tuesday, March 22 
8:00 a.m.-6 AARP Tax Prep – Litten Hall 
9:00 a.m. GIL Classes 
5:15 p.m. Bells of First rehearsal 
5:30 p.m.   Yoga 
6:00 p.m. GIL Classes 
6:30 p.m. Glen Erin Pipe Band Rehearsal – Litten Hall 
 
Wednesday, March 23    
9:00 a.m. GIL Classes 
10:30 a.m. Lectionary Bible Study – Zoom 
4:30 p.m. Lansing Children’s Choir rehearsal – Chapel 
 
Thursday, March 24 
9:00 a.m. GIL Classes 
6:00 p.m. GIL Classes 
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir rehearsal 
 
Friday, March 25  
5:30 p.m. Yoga – Yoga Room 
 
Saturday, March 26 
 
Sunday, March 27   4th Sunday in Lent 
10:00 a.m.        Morning Worship 
11:30 a.m.  Adult Forum 

 
 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 
 
 

ON THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS COMMITTEE, 
Session has approved suspending the mandatory mask and social distancing policy. Masks are 
still encouraged for those who feel more comfortable wearing them, but are no longer required." 
 
FAITH FORMATION for our lower-elementary friends happens every week, after our Worship 
Service. Lower-Elementary are ages 4 - 10. We meet in the lower level, with Ms. Megan, in the 



Faith Formation Classroom. A snack, Bible story, music and crafts are shared each week. Our 
Lower-Elementary friends are starting work on an art project for Easter Sunday - come join in 
the fun! 
 
THE COMMUNITY GARDEN COMMITTEE is "thinking spring" and planning for next summer. 
We began leasing the raised garden beds on March 1. The committee meets at 7:00 on the 4th 
Wednesday of each month. Please come to our meetings if you are interested in joining the 
Garden Committee, working with the garden, or just curious. We also hope to add a couple of 
community members/gardeners to the committee. Contact Prince Solace for the zoom link to 
attend our next meeting. Questions?? Contact Prince, Jackie Blankenship or Barb Amundsen 
 
COLORING BOOKS There is a stack of them left over from our church's 150th 
(Sesquicentennial) anniversary in 1997. If you have children/grandchildren that like to color, feel 
free to take one or more. They are on the desk in the chapel entrance area. 
 
THE PRESBYTERY 2022 PER CAPITA IS $36.73 PER PERSON.  
Presbyterians have used per capita—an annual per member apportionment assessed by the 
General Assembly (Book of Order, G-3.0106; see also Standing Rule F.4.b.), and by many 
synods and presbyteries, to enable Presbyterians mutually and equitably to share the 
ecclesiastical and administrative costs of sustaining our witness to Christ—as a sign of the 
covenant that binds us together. 
 
2022 PLEDGE ENVELOPES ARE LOCATED ON THE CREDENZA AT THE BACK OF THE 
CHAPEL. If you don’t see a box with your name on it and would like “one” please contact Bev 
Bockes. 
  
MEMORABILIA DISPLAY This year is the 175th anniversary (1847-2022) of the founding of our 
church, First Presbyterian, Lansing. There is a display of historical items located on the table by 
the communications board in the chapel entrance area. Feel free to take a look at the display.  
 
175th ANNIVERSARY PARAMENT BANNER is on display in the sanctuary with the "Celtic" 
cross design. It is located just to the left of the pulpit. The wording on the banner is: 175 
YEARS-1847-2022-DIVERSITY-COMMUNITY OUTREACH-SOCIAL JUSTICE-Lansing First 
Presbyterian Church. The 175th Anniversary Celebration Planning Committee thanks Gwen 
Botting for coordinating the making of the banner. 
 
BOOKMARKS commemorating our church's 175th anniversary this year are in a basket on the 
desk in the chapel entrance area. Feel free to take one. 
 



             
    

ADULT FORUM  
(11:15-12:15 Adult Ed Room downstairs or on zoom).   

(Childcare is available through this time.)     
 

TODAY - MARCH 20 
DEFENDERS OF GOD: 

Religious and Political Fundamentalists’ Fight Against Modernism 
Although Fundamentalism exists as a strain within every world religion and therefore the plural 
of the word is warranted, we will concentrate this day on its impact in the US., from the last half 
of the nineteenth century down to today. It is essentially a reactive movement, whose zeal 
arises in times of crisis or conspiracy, real or perceived. Its grievance is against the modern 
worldview, while using modern means of communication to attract adherents. Fundamentalism 
uses a common language, and often seeks out or follows a charismatic leader. Politically, it can 
take the form of populism, so we will also look at this reality. Join Charlie Herrick on this topic.  

MARCH 27 
Introduction to the Season of Lent 

Rev. Jenkins will discuss the origins and traditions of Lent. 
  

 


