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     SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
March 27, 2022    10:00 a.m.  

4th Sunday in Lent 
 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                     
    In order to maintain our worship environment, please turn off your cell phones. Thank you.    
       

PRELUDE                               Sergei Kvitko 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                Christopher Venetis
 Leader:  We are ambassadors for Christ. 

People: God has entrusted to us the message of reconciliation. 
Leader: We gather as God’s beloved family to worship God and offer our praise. 
People: Let us join our hearts in song and in prayer. 

  
++HYMN   442[GTG]        Just As I Am, Without One Plea 
When illness limited her involvement in a bustling household, the author (Charlotte Elliot) wrote this 
hymn that helped her both to achieve and to express a renewed sense of worth grounded in Christ’s 
self-giving. It’s simple, direct, and deeply felt language has made it a source of comfort to many. 



 



LENTEN CANDLE READING, FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT                       Christopher Venetis              
On this fourth Sunday of Lent, Jesus reminds us we are all worthy of God’s pardon and mercy - and 
that we are to do the same for the outcast/ourselves.   We have been called to repent, to return and 
to renew our relationship with God and with one another. We can be confident in open arms of 
Christ, our Lord. 
 
Hear these words from Hebrews 12: Therefore, since we are surround by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run 
with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfector of 
our faith. For the joy set before his he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the 
right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that 
you will not grow weary and lose heart. 
 
[The fourth candle is lit] 
 
Lord Jesus, as we walk with you through these forty days, let your light shine into our hearts. 
Brighten the darkness of our lives, and show us where we need to repent. 
In our thoughts, words, and actions, teach us to rely on you. 
Renew us as your people, that we may carry your light to the world. 
 
SERVICE OF RENEWAL                                                  
  Call to Confession                    Christopher Venetis 
             
         Unison Prayer of Confession  

Holy God, we confess that we keep silent when we should speak. 
We see iniquity and the injustices of the world, yet are content not to call them 
out. We withhold kind words, yet are quick to speak in judgment. Forgive us, O 
God. Direct the way we should go and help us to use our voices to spread your 
grace and truth. 

        Assurance of Pardon                                               
       ++ Response to Forgiveness   

                         
 

++PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST                                         Christopher Venetis 
Leader:  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
People:  And also with you.  



                        
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                              Christopher Venetis 
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                     Psalm 32                                        Christopher Venetis 
1 Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 2 Happy are those to whom 
the LORD imputes no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 3 While I kept silence, my body 
wasted away through my groaning all day long. 4 For day and night your hand was heavy upon 
me; my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. 5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and I 
did not hide my iniquity; I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” and you forgave the 
guilt of my sin. 6 Therefore let all who are faithful offer prayer to you; at a time of distress, the rush of 
mighty waters shall not reach them. 7 You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from 
trouble; you surround me with glad cries of deliverance. 8 I will instruct you and teach you the way 
you should go; I will counsel you with my eye upon you. 9 Do not be like a horse or a mule, without 
understanding, whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle, else it will not stay near you. 
10 Many are the torments of the wicked, but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in 
the LORD.11 Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you upright in heart. 
 
Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                                                
People:  Thanks be to God. 
    
CHORAL ANTHEM         I Will Arise            arr. Alice Parker & Robert Shaw 

I will arise and go to Jesus, He will embrace me in His arms, 
in the arms of my dear Saviour, Oh! there are ten thousand charms. 

 
Teach me some melodious sonnet Sung by flaming tongues above, 
Praise the mount, I’m fixed upon it, Mount of Thy redeeming love. 

 
Come, thou fount of ev’ry blessing, Tune my hear to sing Thy grace, 

Streams of mercy never ceasing, Call for songs of loudest praise. 
 

I will arise and go to Jesus, He will embrace me in His arms, 
in the arms of my dear Saviour, Oh! there are ten thousand charms. 

            
GOSPEL LESSON     Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32                                       Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2 And the Pharisees and the 
scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”3 So he told 
them this parable: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to his father, 
‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his property between 
them. 13 A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and 



there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14 When he had spent everything, a severe 
famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired 
himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16 He 
would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him 
anything. 17 But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread 
enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will get up and go to my father, and I will say 
to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19 I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”’ 20 So he set off and went to his father. But while he 
was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around 
him and kissed him. 21 Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 
you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring 
out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 And 
get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was dead and is alive 
again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate. 25 “Now his elder son was in the field; 
and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 He called one of the 
slaves and asked what was going on. 27 He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has 
killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ 28 Then he became angry and 
refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 29 But he answered his father, 
‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your 
command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my 
friends. 30 But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, 
you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31 Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all 
that is mine is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead 
and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’” 
 
SERMON    

 
++HYMN   418[GTG]     Softly and Tenderly, Jesus Is Calling 
This 19th-century gospel hymn has often been used as a hymn of invitation at evangelistic services. 
Its imagery is primarily based on Jesus’ parable in Luke 15:11-32, commonly called “The Prodigal 
Son.” Each singer thus becomes a wandering child who is urged to return home.  



 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                           Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
     Leader: The Lord be with you 

People:  And also with you. 
 Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

(Prayers continue) 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever.   

 
CHORAL AMEN    Amen 
 
PRESENTING OUR GIFTS               
 Offering   

 Choral Anthem              The Road Home                                    by Stephen Paulus 
                                               (descant, Katie Sundeen, soprano) 
 Tell me where is the road I can call my own that I left, that I lost so long ago? All these years I have 
wandered, Oh when will I know there’s a way, there’s a road that will lead me home? 

 
After wind, after rain, when the dark is done, as I walk from a dream in the gold of day, 

through the air there’s a calling from far away, there’s a voice I can hear that will lead me home. 
 

Rise up, follow me, come away is the call, with the love in your heart as the only song; 
There is no such beauty as where you belong, rise up, follow me, I will lead you home. 

 
  ++ Doxology    701[GTG] Lord, Prepare Me          

 
                Prayer of Dedication  
 
++HYMN  771 [GTG]   What is the World Like? 
This text and tune were written to conclude a hymn festival at the 2009 Annual Conference of The 
Hymn Society in the United States and Canada. Four parables framed both the festival and the 
hymn: the Mustard Seed, the Prodigal Son, the Good Samaritan, and the Ten Bridesmaids. 



 



++BENEDICTION                  
 
++BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS       306[GTG] 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love: 
                         The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.          

++POSTLUDE                                                   Sergei Kvitko 
 

 
 

*PLEASE BE AWARE THAT WE USE CAMERAS TO BROADCAST VIDEO OF OUR 

CHURCH SERVICES. Licensed music streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, 
License #A-731144. All rights reserved." 

 

 
 
 

INFORMATION FOR THE DAY 

 

 
 
 
Participants in this morning’s service: 

Liturgist              Christopher Venetis 
Organist/Pianist   Sergei Kvitko 
Director of Music   Megan Higle  
Pastor     Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

 Candle Lighter   Darla Jackson    
 
Concerns of the congregation:  

In care facilities: Jean Dietrich (Story Point of Grand Ledge)   
    Dianne Rector (Rosewood Manor in DeWitt) 

   Emma Lou Knight (Fairview Adult Foster Care in  
Grand Ledge) 

 
CHANCEL FLOWERS TODAY are in honor of Bill and Karen Rude’s 63rd Wedding Anniversary!  
 
THE SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION IS EXTENDED to Betty Eva, upon the death of John 
on March 18. At John’s request there will be no visitation or funeral service. 
 
FLOWER CHART   There are many dates available on the chart to celebrate special days in our 
church family.  The new price is $50. Simply sign up on the chart (in the office hall), indicate the 
occasion that you would like celebrated or honored (birthday, anniversary or memorial), write a 
check to the church and give it to Tracy, and we will order for you.  If you would like to purchase or 
provide a silk arrangement for use when we don’t have a fresh arrangement scheduled, please see 
Judy Whitman.  Thank you!  - Worship Committee. 
 
 
 



HEARING ASSISTANCE (The devices have been recently checked and they DO work!)  LARGE 
PRINT AND BRAILLE BULLETINS (If you would like a Braille bulletin, please let the church office 
know ahead of time.) We also have CUSHIONS available if you find the pews uncomfortable! Please 
see one of the ushers if any of these aids to worship will enhance your participation in the service. 
 
"YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL TO OUR MISSION! PLEASE SCAN THIS CODE WITH YOUR 
SMARTPHONE TO GIVE SECURELY ONLINE." Take a picture with your phone and it will take 
you to the website to make a donation. 

 

                                    
 
 
THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 

 

Sunday, March 27    4th Sunday in Lent 
10:00 a.m.        Morning Worship 
11:30 a.m.  Adult Forum 
 
Monday, March 28 
8:00 a.m.-6 AARP Tax Prep – Litten Hall 
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting – Library 
7:00 p.m. Capital City Chordsmen rehearsal – Chapel 
 
Tuesday, March 29 
8:00 a.m.-6 AARP Tax Prep – Litten Hall 
5:15 p.m. Bells of First rehearsal 
5:30 p.m.   Yoga 
6:30 p.m. Glen Erin Pipe Band Rehearsal – Litten Hall 
 
Wednesday, March 30    
10:30 a.m. Lectionary Bible Study – Zoom 
4:30 p.m. Lansing Children’s Choir rehearsal – Chapel 
 
Thursday, March 31 
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir rehearsal 
 
Friday, April 1   
5:30 p.m. Yoga – Yoga Room 
 
Saturday, April 2 
 
Sunday, April 3   5th Sunday in Lent 
10:00 a.m.        Morning Worship 
11:30 a.m.  Adult Forum 
 



    CONGREGATIONAL LIFE  
 
 

ON THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS COMMITTEE, 
Session has approved suspending the mandatory mask and social distancing policy. Masks are 
still encouraged for those who feel more comfortable wearing them, but are no longer required." 
 
FAITH FORMATION for our lower-elementary friends happens every week, after our Worship 
Service. Lower-Elementary are ages 4 - 10. We meet in the lower level, with Ms. Megan, in the 
Faith Formation Classroom. A snack, Bible story, music and crafts are shared each week. Our 
Lower-Elementary friends are starting work on an art project for Easter Sunday - come join in 
the fun! 
 
ON SATURDAY NIGHT, MAY 7TH, IN OUR SANCTUARY, THE CAPITOL CITY CHORDSMEN 
WILL PRESENT A NIGHT AT THE OSCARS.  The show starts at 7:00 pm, featuring the 
chorus and several talented quartets.  Entertainment, which we all have been missing, will 
abound, along with a fun test of your Oscar songs knowledge.  Come and enjoy the music and 
fun for a mere $10.  See Steve Warnaar at Church, or call Steve at 517-282-3860 for tickets.  
The general admission tickets are first come, first served. 
 
THE COMMUNITY GARDEN COMMITTEE is "thinking spring" and planning for next summer. 
We began leasing the raised garden beds on March 1. The committee meets at 7:00 on the 4th 
Wednesday of each month. Please come to our meetings if you are interested in joining the 
Garden Committee, working with the garden, or just curious. We also hope to add a couple of 
community members/gardeners to the committee. Contact Prince Solace for the zoom link to 
attend our next meeting. Questions?? Contact Prince, Jackie Blankenship or Barb Amundsen 
 
THE PRESBYTERY 2022 PER CAPITA IS $36.73 PER PERSON.  
Presbyterians have used per capita—an annual per member apportionment assessed by the 
General Assembly (Book of Order, G-3.0106; see also Standing Rule F.4.b.), and by many 
synods and presbyteries, to enable Presbyterians mutually and equitably to share the 
ecclesiastical and administrative costs of sustaining our witness to Christ—as a sign of the 
covenant that binds us together. 
 
2022 PLEDGE ENVELOPES ARE LOCATED ON THE CREDENZA AT THE BACK OF THE 
CHAPEL. If you don’t see a box with your name on it and would like one please contact Bev 
Bockes. 
 
MEMORABILIA DISPLAY This year is the 175th anniversary (1847-2022) of the founding of our 
church, First Presbyterian, Lansing. There is a display of historical items located on the table by 
the communications board in the chapel entrance area. Feel free to take a look at the display.  
 
175th ANNIVERSARY PARAMENT BANNER is on display in the sanctuary with the "Celtic" 
cross design. It is located just to the left of the pulpit. The wording on the banner is: 175 
YEARS-1847-2022-DIVERSITY-COMMUNITY OUTREACH-SOCIAL JUSTICE-Lansing First 
Presbyterian Church. The 175th Anniversary Celebration Planning Committee thanks Gwen 
Botting for coordinating the making of the banner. 
 

 



 
 
 

ADULT FORUM  
(11:15-12:15 Adult Ed Room downstairs or on zoom).   

(Childcare is available through this time.)     
 

MARCH 27 - TODAY 
INTRODUCTION TO THE SEASON OF LENT 

Rev. Jenkins will discuss the origins and traditions of Lent. 
 

Lent comes from an Old English word that means “springtime.”  It is related to our 
modern word “length,” with the sense that springtime is the time of year when days 
lengthen.  In the church calendar Lent refers to the 40 days (not including Sundays) 
between Ash Wednesday and Easter morning—40 being a stock number in the Bible 
indicating a long time.  Specifically, in Lent we remember the 40 days Jesus spent in the 
wilderness being tempted by the devil, and preparing for his ministry.   
 
Accordingly, Lent was traditionally the season when those who sought to be baptized 
would learn the catechism in preparation for baptism on Easter.  Today, it is a time of 
study, self-reflection and examination, remembering Jesus’ sacrifice and also our own 
role as the body of Christ on earth. 
 
Recently, Session voted to pledge First Presbyterian Church of Lansing to become a 
“Matthew 25 church,” committing ourselves to focus on one or more areas: 
 
**Building Congregational vitality by deepening and energizing our faith and growing 
as joyful leaders and disciples actively engaged with our community as we share the 
gospel of Jesus Christ in word and deed 



 
**Dismantling structural racism by fearlessly applying our faith to advocate and break 
down the systems, practices and thinking that underlie discrimination, bias, prejudice 
and oppression of people of color 
 
**Eradicating systemic poverty by acting on our beliefs and working to change laws, 
policies, plans and structures in our society that perpetuate economic exploitation of 
people where poor. 
 
Join us today as part of our Lenten discipline of study and self-examination as we take a 
deeper look at the 25th chapter of Matthew’s gospel, as we prepare ourselves to follow 
Jesus in ever deeper ways.      

 
 

 APRIL 3 
EXPLORING THE VARIOUS PART OF THE REQUIEM MASS: 

LENT AND JOHN RUTTER’S “REQUIEM” 

 
Join our Director of Music and Director of Congregational Faith Formation, Megan Higle, 
as she explains and unfolds the various parts of a requiem mass. Using the John Rutter 
“Requiem” as our guide (which the Chancel Choir will be singing in May), learn more 
about the various parts of this specific mass and how our Reformed tradition and the 
season of Lent ties into this ancient (2nd century) service. 
 
If you want to experience the music as a whole before we meet, you can listen to the 
“Requiem” by John Rutter here: https://youtu.be/1Bz39xh5Boc 

 
 

 
EASTER LILIES  

                                                       
 

Easter lilies in the Sanctuary add to the beauty and significance of the Easter season.  If 

you would like to place a lily in memory of someone you love or in honor of someone 

special, please fill out the attached form and or place it in the offering plate.  Include a 

check for $12.00 for each plant requested, indicating on the check EASTER LILY. 

Deadline for requesting an Easter lilies is Friday, April 1, to be included in the Easter 

bulletin on April 17. 

https://youtu.be/1Bz39xh5Boc


 

EASTER MEMORIAL 

 

I would like an Easter lily placed in the Chancel 

  

In memory of____________________________________ 

 

 In honor of______________________________________ 

 

 From___________________________________________ 

 

Deadline is Friday, April 1, 2022 

 


