THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF LANSING

510 W. Ottawa Street ▪ Lansing, Michigan 48933
(517) 482-0668 www.lansingfirstpres.com
Facebook – Lansing First Presbyterian
Church Office Hours (M-F) 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 & 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
May 29, 2022 10:00 a.m.
7th Sunday of Easter

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
In order to maintain our worship environment, please turn off your cell phones. Thank you.
PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
Before and after, first and last, Alpha and Omega,
the steadfast love of God endures forever.
People:
Alleluia!

Sergei Kvitko
Brian Koon

++HYMN 244 [GTG] This Joyful Eastertide
The verbal and musical elements of this hymn mesh so well because the words were written to fit
this Dutch tune (“VRUECHTEN”, whose name means “fruits”). The news of Christ’s resurrection is
joyfully conveyed by the ever-higher phrases and final cascade of notes at the end of the refrain.

SERVICE OF RENEWAL
Call to Confession

Brian Koon

Unison Prayer of Confession
Holy God, you have shown yourself to us in Jesus, perfect in every way,
compassionate and kind, faithful and loving, gracious and hospitable. We
stumble and fall as we seek to follow him, struggling to make his ways our
ways. Our sins are real, and they are many. Forgive our failings and encourage
us to start again.
Assurance of Pardon
++ Response to Forgiveness

587[GTG] Celtic Alleluia

++PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
Leader:
May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
People:
And also with you.
752[GTG] Dona nobis pacem
Dona nobis pacem, pacem.
Dona nobis pacem
Dona nobis pacem
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Brian Koon

Brian Koon

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
Psalm 97
Brian Koon
The LORD is king! Let the earth rejoice; let the many coastlands be glad! 2 Clouds and thick darkness
are all around him; righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne. 3 Fire goes before him
and consumes his adversaries on every side. 4 His lightnings light up the world; the earth sees and
trembles. 5 The mountains melt like wax before the LORD, before the Lord of all the earth. 6 The
heavens proclaim his righteousness, and all the peoples behold his glory. 7 All servants of images
are put to shame, those who make their boast in worthless idols; all gods bow down before him.
8 Zion hears and is glad, and the towns of Judah rejoice because of your judgments, O God. 9 For
you, O LORD, are most high over all the earth; you are exalted far above all gods. 10 You who love
the LORD, hate evil; he guards the lives of his faithful; he rescues them from the hand of the wicked.
11
Light dawns for the righteous and joy for the upright in heart. 12 Rejoice in the LORD, O you
righteous, and give thanks to his holy name!
Leader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHORAL ANTHEM
With A Voice of Singing
by Martin Shaw
With a voice of singing, declare ye this, and let it be heard, Alleluia.
Declare ye this, and let it be heard, Alleluia.
Utter it even unto the ends of the earth.
The Lord hath delivered his people, Alleluia.
The Lord hath delivered his people, Alleluia.
O be joyful in God, all ye lands, O sing praises to the honor of his name,
make his praise to be glorious.
With a voice of singing, declare ye this, and let it be heard, Alleluia.
Declare ye this, and let it be heard, Alleluia.

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON
Acts 16:16-34
Brian Koon
16
One day as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a female slave who had a spirit of
divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. 17 While she followed
Paul and us, she would cry out, “These men are slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to you
the way of salvation.” 18 She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned
and said to the spirit, “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out
that very hour. 19 But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized
Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities. 20 When they had
brought them before the magistrates, they said, “These men, these Jews, are disturbing our
city 21 and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us, being Romans, to adopt or
observe.” 22 The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their
clothing and ordered them to be beaten with rods. 23 After they had given them a severe flogging,
they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them securely. 24 Following these
instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. 25 About midnight
Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to
them. 26 Suddenly there was an earthquake so violent that the foundations of the prison were
shaken, and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were
unfastened. 27 When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and
was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul shouted in a
loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” 29 The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he
fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 Then he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what
must I do to be saved?” 31 They answered, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you
and your household.” 32 They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his
house. 33 At the same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he and his
entire family were baptized without delay. 34 He brought them up into the house and set food before
them, and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God.
SERMON

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

++HYMN
358 [GTG]
Steal Away
This spiritual illustrates the double meanings at work in many African American coded work songs: it
is both a call for a direct encounter with Jesus and a summons to slip away from forced servitude to
freedom. Nat Turner reportedly used this song to call together his followers in 1831.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Leader:
The Lord be with you
People:
And also with you.
Leader:
Lift up your hearts.
People:
We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

George Bennett

(Prayers continue)
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.
CHORAL AMEN

574[GTG]

PRESENTING OUR GIFTS
Offering
Choral Anthem

Amen

Freedom is Coming
South African (collected by
Anders Nyberg) arr. Henry Leck Oh
freedom.
Freedom is coming.
Oh, yes I know.
My spirit knows.
Oh freedom.
Freedom is coming

++ Doxology

609[GTG]
Praise, God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
(tune of All Creatures of Our God and King)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God; all creatures high and low. Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God in Jesus fully known: Creator, Word and Spirit one.
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Prayer of Dedication
++HYMN
772 [GTG]
Live Into Hope
This text on Luke 4:16-20, the author’s first, was written for the United Presbyterian Women’s
National Meeting in July 1976 because the team planning worship could not find a suitable hymn on
that passage. She, Jane Parker Huber, wrote the words with this vigorous 18th-century tune in mind.

++BENEDICTION
++BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS
306[GTG]
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love:
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.
++POSTLUDE

Sergei Kvitko

*PLEASE BE AWARE THAT WE USE CAMERAS TO BROADCAST VIDEO OF OUR
CHURCH SERVICES. Licensed music streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE,
License #A-731144. All rights reserved.

INFORMATION FOR THE DAY
Participants in this morning’s service:
Liturgist
Organist/Pianist
Director of Music
Pastor

Brian Koon
Sergei Kvitko
Megan Higle
Rev. Stanley Jenkins

Concerns of the congregation:
In care facilities:
Jean Dietrich (Story Point of Grand Ledge)
Dianne Rector (Rosewood Manor in DeWitt)
Emma Lou Knight (Fairview Adult Foster Care in
Grand Ledge)
HEARING ASSISTANCE (The devices have been recently checked and they DO
work!) LARGE PRINT AND BRAILLE BULLETINS (If you would like a Braille bulletin,
please let the church office know ahead of time.) We also have CUSHIONS available if you
find the pews uncomfortable! Please see one of the ushers if any of these aids to worship
will enhance your participation in the service.
FLOWER CHART There are many dates available on the chart to celebrate special days in
our church family. The new price is $50. Simply sign up on the chart (in the office hall), indicate
the occasion that you would like celebrated or honored (birthday, anniversary or memorial),
write a check to the church and give it to Tracy, and we will order for you. If you would like to
purchase or provide a silk arrangement for use when we don’t have a fresh arrangement
scheduled, please see Judy Whitman. Thank you! - Worship Committee.

"YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL TO OUR MISSION! PLEASE SCAN THIS CODE WITH
YOUR SMARTPHONE TO GIVE SECURELY ONLINE." Take a picture with your phone
and it will take you to the website to make a donation.

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE
Sunday, May 29
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship
Monday May 30
Memorial Day – Church closed
Tuesday, May 31
9:00 a.m.
Global Institute of Lansing class – Adult Forum room
11:00 a.m. John Eva Memorial Garden Service
6:00 p.m.
Global Institute of Lansing class – Adult Forum room
6:30 p.m.
Glen Erin Pipe Band Rehearsal – Litten Hall
7:00 p.m.
Capital City Chordsmen rehearsal – Chapel
Wednesday, June 1
9:00 a.m.
Global Institute of Lansing class – Adult Forum room
10:30 a.m. Lectionary Bible Study
5:30 p.m.
Yoga – Yoga Room
6:00 p.m.
Recital – Chapel
6:00 p.m.
Mid Mi Photo Club Meeting – Litten Hall
Thursday, June 2
9:00 a.m.
Global Institute of Lansing class – Adult Forum room
6:00 p.m.
Global Institute of Lansing class – Adult Forum room
Friday, June 3
5:30 p.m.
Yoga – Yoga Room
Saturday, June 4
10:00 a.m. Jerry Bockes visitation
11:00 a.m. Jerry Bockes Memorial Service
Sunday, June 5 Grad Sunday
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
IF YOU ARE NEW TO THE CHURCH AND HAVE QUESTIONS, SEE THE PEOPLE
WEARING MARDY GRAS BEADS. WE ARE HERE TO WELCOME YOU!
SUNDAY JUNE 5TH IS PENTECOST SUNDAY! DON’T FORGET TO WEAR SOMETHING
RED!

THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE IS NOW RECRUITING FOR A NEW BELL CHOIR
DIRECTOR. The position description will be posted to the 1st Pres website very soon. We
encourage anyone interested in the position to communicate their interest and provide a resume
to Tracy Weldon, our church administrator. We again thank Karen Viele for her years of
effective leadership.
NAME TAGS: Would you like a name tag? Does your name tag need a new back? OR If you
lost your name tag and need a new one. Please email Pam Blair blairkids3@yahoo.com or
call/text 517-281-9099. The deadline to get names to the printer is June 17, 2022. Membership
will do another round of nametags in September.
CHURCH PICNIC Sunday, June 12 following the worship service. The picnic will be at the
Frances Park pavilion. Seating is limited so please make your reservation at your earliest
convenience by contacting Mary Lou Gebhardt (517 882-1232, 517 643-3355, or
cwgebhardt@att.net) or at the desk in the chapel entrance.
ACT UGANDA IS LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS We currently have a critical need for three
positions: (1) management of our Facebook, Instagram and Pinterest accounts. Previous
experience necessary, but content will be provided; (2) management of our two online stores,
one on our ACT website (actuganda.org/shop) and one on Etsy
(https://www.etsy.com/shop/uniquelyugandaact/), training provided; and (3) a fund development
role creating online campaigns, planning events and managing our donor data, training
provided. The time commitment for these roles would vary but is not anticipated to be more
than a couple of hours on average per week, and can be done at your convenience from your
own home/office. The only exception would be the merchandising role which would require
periodic trips, again at your convenience, to our inventory room at Blessed Sacrament Catholic
Church in Midland. Maybe one of these positions is just waiting for you! If interested, please
visit our webpage (actuganda.org) to learn more about ACT and contact Diane Busch at
buschdm@gmail.com.
MEMORABILIA DISPLAY This year is the 175th anniversary (1847-2022) of the founding of our
church, First Presbyterian, Lansing. There is a display of historical items located on the table by
the communications board in the chapel entrance area. Feel free to take a look at the display.

ADULT FORUM
(11:15-12:15 Adult Ed Room downstairs or on zoom).
(Childcare is available through this time.)

The program year for Adult Forum has ended.
See you in September

