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SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
October 2, 2022    10:00 a.m.  

                                          World Communion Sunday 

          
 
 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                     
    In order to maintain our worship environment, please turn off your cell phones. Thank you.    
       
PRELUDE                        
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                  Joe Ross   
Leader:       Bless God for the good land we have been given. 
  Praise God who crowns the year with abundance 
People: God chooses to love us and draw near to us. 
  God invites us to enjoy the goodness all around us. 
Leader: We are grateful for food and shelter, family and friends. 
  We give thanks to God for all the chances we have to live      
  together in harmony. 
People: Let us renew our promises to live in God’s law. 
  Let us promise to be good stewards of all that we have. 
  Let us worship God! 

    
++HYMN    39[GTG]  Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
Written as a meditation on Lamentations 3:22-23, this text is one of the few hymns the 1200 poems 
by this Methodist write and pastor (Thomas O. Chisholm), that has gained much currency. The tune 
that appeared here was composed especially for these words (FAITHFULNESS) and the pairing has 
proved enduring. 



 



 
 SERVICE OF RENEWAL                              
         Call to Confession                 Joe Ross  

                                          
         Unison Prayer of Confession  

We bring you all of our unfaithfulness God.  We lay our sins at your feet and kneel 
upon the good earth to humble our hearts and mind and wills.  With all that you have 
given us to share, there should be no sorrow or sighing in all the world.  We have 
been spare in our giving and wrongheaded in our judgments.  We have not sown our 
abundance in the world to increase the abundance in the lives of all your children. 
Lord, forgive us, and in your mercy, hear our prayers. 

         



         Assurance of Pardon                                                         
     
         ++ Response to Forgiveness       441[GTG] Hear the Good News of Salvation (verse 1) 
         Tune: NETTLETON 
 

Hear the good news of salvation: Jesus died to show God’s love. 
Such great kindness! Such great mercy! Come to us from heaven above. 

Jesus Christ, how much I love you! Jesus Christ, you save from sin! 
How I love you! Look upon me. Love me still and cleanse within. 

 
++PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST                          Joe Ross      
Leader: As a sign to show that God’s forgiveness transforms us and helps us to begin again, 

and to show that we are grounded in God is in grace, we extend the hand of 
friendship saying, “The peace of Christ be with you.” 

 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Come, let us greet one another in Christian love and share God’s Peace 
  
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                   Joe Ross 
 
NEW TESAMENT LESSON            Luke 13:6-9                        Joe Ross 
6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for 
fruit on it and found none. 7So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come 
looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the 
soil?’ 8He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. 9If it 
bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’” 

 
Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                                                
People:  Thanks be to God.              
 

CHORAL ANTHEM              Many Will Come                          by Thomas Keseeker 
East and west, north and south. 

Many will come, from east and west, from the north and south, 
and will eat in the kingdom of God. 

Blessed are they! 
Blessed are they who eat bread in the kingdom of God. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON   Joel 2:12-29                    Rev. Anne Weirich 
12Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with 
mourning; 13rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the LORD, your God, for he is gracious 
and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing. 14Who 
knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain offering and a 
drink offering for the LORD, your God? 15Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn 
assembly; 16gather the people. Sanctify the congregation; assemble the aged; gather the children, 
even infants at the breast. Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her canopy.  
17Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep. Let them say, 
“Spare your people, O LORD, and do not make your heritage a mockery, a byword among the 
nations. Why should it be said among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’” 18Then the LORD became 
jealous for his land, and had pity on his people. 19In response to his people the LORD said: I am 
sending you grain, wine, and oil, and you will be satisfied; and I will no more make you a mockery 
among the nations. 20I will remove the northern army far from you, and drive it into a parched and 
desolate land, its front into the eastern sea, and its rear into the western sea; its stench and foul 
smell will rise up. Surely he has done great things! 21Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for 



the LORD has done great things! 22Do not fear, you animals of the field, for the pastures of the 
wilderness are green; the tree bears its fruit, the fig tree and vine give their full yield. 
 23O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the LORD your God; for he has given the early rain for 
your vindication, he has poured down for you abundant rain, the early and the later rain, as 
before. 24The threshing floors shall be full of grain, the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. 25I will 
repay you for the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, and the 
cutter, my great army, which I sent against you. 26You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise 
the name of the LORD your God, who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall never 
again be put to shame. 27You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I, the LORD, am 
your God and there is no other. And my people shall never again be put to shame. 28Then afterward 
I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall 
dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions. 29Even on the male and female slaves, in 
those days, I will pour out my spirit. 
 
SERMON                     Prayer of Return                    Rev. Anne Weirich  
        
++HYMN OF PREPARATION FOR WORLD COMMUNION   

526[GTG] Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ 
 
This “communion calypso” (as the author calls it) affirms the continuing presence of Christ both in 
the sacramental meal and in the lives of Christians. Because this text was written to fit a pre-existing 
tune, it has a rather telegraphic style that encourages pondering. 



 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER                
 Invitation 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving and Lord’s prayer 
  The Lord be with you 
   And also with you 
  Lift up your hearts 
   We lift them up to the Lord 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
   It is right to give our thanks and praise 
 
O living God -  
 For you blessing in creation, 
 for your image deep within us, 
 for you life in all its fullness 
 we give you thanks 
O Jesus our sibling -  
 For your coming to the earth, 
 for your calling us as your friends, 
 for your sharing of our life and death 



 We give you thanks. 
O Spirit of grace and truth   
 For revealing yourself in community, 
 for healing us in our brokenness, 
 for inspiring us with courage to change, 
 We give you thanks. 
O Trinity of Love -  
 For the promise of a spreading tree giving shade and protection, 
 for the vision of a body where each part works for the health of the whole, 
 for the invitation to a feast where the despised will be guests of honor, 
 We give you great thanks. 
 
Spirit of the Living God, present with us now, breathe in us, 
 breath on these gifts of bread and cup, 
 that sharing your blessing and your broken, risen life, 
 we may share in your continual presence and reality, 
 and together, as your body, remain in your love. 
 In the name of Christ, who still teaches us to pray... 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
  

Words of Institution 
 Sharing the Bread and Cup 
 Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Supper (unison) 
 
God the ground of all being, hold us in the depths of your love, take us deep into the 
heart of your covenant and let the blessing of this meal go with us into the night and 
days ahead - Amen 
   
PRESENTING OUR GIFTS               
  Offering   

Offertory        Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring                  by J.S. Bach 
Jesu, joy of man’s desiring, Holy wisdom, Love most bright, 
Drawn by Thee, our souls aspiring, Soar to uncreated light. 

Word of God our flesh that fashioned with the fire of life impassioned. 
Striving still to Truth unknown, soaring, dying, round Thy throne. 

 
++ Doxology    607[GTG] Praise God, from Whom all Blessings Flow  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, 
 all people here below; praise Holy Spirit evermore;  

praise Triune God, whom we adore. 
Prayer of Dedication (unison) 

You got our attention Lord, when you invited us to the table.  Now, may 
we remember that you call us to to return to you at all times.  When we 
are tempted to look away from our calling or from one another, remind 
us of the taste of the earthy gifts of bread and cup and the unity and 
vision of this table.  Then, help us to be your servants in the world, 
without one bit of hesitation.  Amen 

 



++HYMN 36[GTG]   For the Fruit of All Creation 
Originally called ‘Harvest Hymn,” this text is much more comprehensive than that title implies. It also 
deals with stewardship, thanksgiving, and God's endless gifts that continue to astound us. It is set to 
a familiar Welsh tune whose name means “throughout the night." 

 
 
++BENEDICTION                
 
++BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS       306[GTG] 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love: 
                         The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.          
 
++POSTLUDE                  Chrisann Lowe 

   



 
  *PLEASE BE AWARE THAT WE USE CAMERAS TO BROADCAST VIDEO OF OUR 

CHURCH SERVICES. Licensed music streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, 
License #A-731144. All rights reserved." 

INFORMATION FOR THE DAY 

 
Participants in this morning’s service: 

Liturgist             Joe Ross 
Organist/Pianist   Chrisann Lowe 
Director of Music   Megan Higle  
Bells of First Director  Darin Showalter 
Pastor     Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
Preacher    Rev. Anne Weirich 

  
Concerns of the congregation:  

In care facilities: Jean Dietrich (Story Point of Grand Ledge)   
    Dianne Rector (Rosewood Manor in DeWitt) 

   Emma Lou Knight (Fairview Adult Foster Care in  
Grand Ledge) 

 
 
HEARING ASSISTANCE (The devices have been recently checked and they DO 
work!)  LARGE PRINT AND BRAILLE BULLETINS (If you would like a Braille bulletin, 
please let the church office know ahead of time.) We also have CUSHIONS available if you 
find the pews uncomfortable! Please see one of the ushers if any of these aids to worship 
will enhance your participation in the service. 
 
FLOWER CHART   There are many dates available on the chart to celebrate special days 
in our church family.  The new price is $50. Simply sign up on the chart (in the office hall), 
indicate the occasion that you would like celebrated or honored (birthday, anniversary or 
memorial), write a check to the church and give it to Tracy, and we will order for you.  If you 
would like to purchase or provide a silk arrangement for use when we don’t have a fresh 
arrangement scheduled, please see Judy Whitman.  Thank you!  - Worship Committee. 
 
"YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL TO OUR MISSION! PLEASE SCAN THIS CODE WITH 
YOUR SMARTPHONE TO GIVE SECURELY ONLINE." Take a picture with your phone 
and it will take you to the website to make a donation. 
 

                                        
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 

 
 
Sunday, October 2  
10:00 a.m.       Morning Worship 

11:15 a.m. World Communion Potluck 
12:30 p.m. Victory in Jesus Ministries Worship 
 
Monday, October 3 
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting – Library 
5:30 p.m. Yoga – Yoga Room 
6:30 p.m.-8 Bells of First rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. Capital City Chordsmen rehearsal – Chapel 
 

Tuesday, October 4 

10:00 a.m. Global Institute of Lansing classes 
4:00 p.m. Adult Forum Committee Meeting 
6:00 p.m. Global Institute of Lansing classes 
6:30 p.m. Glen Erin Pipe Band Rehearsal – Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m. Book Group Meeting – Zoom 
 
Wednesday, October 5 
9:00 a.m. NWI Food Distribution 
10:00 a.m. Global Institute of Lansing classes 
10:30 a.m. Lectionary Bible Study 
4:30 p.m. Lansing Children’s Choir rehearsal 
5:30 p.m. Yoga – Yoga Room 
6:00 p.m. Mid MI Photo Club Meeting – Litten Hall 
6:30 p.m. Mission Committee Meeting 
 
Thursday, October 6 
10:00 a.m. Global Institute of Lansing classes 
10;00 a.m. Food Pantry Board Meeting - Library 
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. Victory in Jesus Bible Study - Library 
 
Friday, October 7 
5:30 p.m. Yoga – Yoga Room 
 
Saturday, October 8 
 
Sunday, October 9 
10:00 a.m.      Morning Worship 
11:15 a.m. Adult Forum  

12:30 p.m. Victory in Jesus Ministries Worship 
 

 



 
 
 
CONGREGATIONAL LIFE  

 

 
DEACONS’ OFFERING   Please remember the importance of giving to the Deacons Fund to 
support the Food Pantry, Holiday Baskets, and other Deacons projects. Specify “Deacons Fund” on 
your check or electronic donation. 
 
REV. ANNE WEIRICH  We extend a "warm" First Church welcome to Rev. Weirich who is our guest 
pastor for today's worship service. Pastor Anne was the interim pastor here at First Church from 
2011-2013. She is a retired PC USA pastor and lives in Massachusetts.  
 
ALL CHURCH POTLUCK  will be held in Litten Fellowship Hall immediately following today's 
worship service. All are invited to attend. 
 

THE GREAT PUMPKIN TRUCK will be in our church parking lot on Sunday, October 2 and Sunday, 
October 9! Bring some cash, go home with a pumpkin! Proceeds go toward Middle High and Senior 
High Fellowship. 
 
ACT UGANDA CRAFT SALE!! Sunday, Oct. 9.  Dave and Karen Viele will bring Ugandan crafts, 
some recently brought from Uganda, for you to see and buy. Your support will give a Ugandan 
woman a job. We also have some carved gorillas made by children in an orphanage in the Bwiindi 
Impenetrable Forest. These children, ages 10-15, are also supported at Muko High School.  There 
are also new crafts from the Kabale Women’s Prison, made by women who bring their nursing 
babies to prison with them. These women have been mostly incarcerated for domestic abuse issues. 
We look forward to sharing some stories and crafts. Thanks for your support!  
 
LANSING RIDDLE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL HAS A NEW FIRST YEAR TEACHER WHO IS IN 
NEED OF SUPPLIES FOR HIS CLASSROOM.  Please place items in container marked school 
supplies in the coat closet across from the church parlor. Here is a wish list of supplies: New or 
Used: Pencils, pens, colored pencils, erasers, paper, journals, index card, folders. Sanitary Items: 
Tissue, hand sanitizer, paper towel. 
 
LANSING CROP HUNGER WALK IS OCT 9  This walk helps fight world hunger through crop 
training, well construction, emergency supplies, as well as 25% staying locally.  Please consider 
walking or donating to a walker.  Crop materials are available from Rich Blankenship.   
 
FPC MEN'S GROUP IS HAVING AN OUTING ON OCT 7  The group is going to the Gilmore Car 
Museum leaving at 9:00 from the church parking lot.  It should take about 3-4 hours.  There is a 
dinner with various sandwiches, entrees, and desserts.  A fun time for all.  Call or email Rich 
Blankenship to RSVP.  A group of 15 or more is a reduced rate.   
 
THE DEACONS PLAN TO GIVE 100 HOLIDAY MEALS FOR THANKSGIVING AND 100 FOR 
CHRISTMAS TO NEEDY FAMILIES   Recipients will be ongoing food pantry customers. This year 
we expect that the meals will cost approximately $50 each. Your contributions will be appreciated. 
Checks should be written to the church. Be sure to designate holiday meals on the memo line.  
 
MEMORABILIA DISPLAY This year is the 175th anniversary (1847-2022) of the founding of our 
church, First Presbyterian, Lansing. There is a display of historical items located on the table by the 
communications board in the chapel entrance area. Feel free to take a look at the display. 



 
 

The  



BOOGIE WOOGIE KID In Concert! Sunday, October 16, 2022, 3:00 p.m. Molly Grove Chapel 

Join Piano & Song man of 5 million YT views! - Matthew Ball aka The Boogie Woogie Kid, for a family 
concert of New Orleans Song, Boogie-woogie Piano, and Swing Dance Era favorites from the American 
Songbook.    

Matthew performs classics like In the Mood, Just a Closer Walk with Thee, Basin Street Blues, It Had to 
be You, Glory of Love, Bumble Boogie, and more!  For a preview visit Matthew on Facebook or online as 
"The Boogie Woogie Kid." 

 

Free Will Donations Accepted 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ADULT FORUM  
(11:15-12:15 in Litten Hall downstairs or on zoom).   

(Childcare is available through this time.)     

OCTOBER 2                                                                                                                                          
Following worship, our congregation will join together once again to enjoy our annual                                                                

World Communion Potluck                                                                                                                                                       
as part of our 175th anniversary celebration.                                                                                                                            

(No Adult Forum)) 



OCTOBER 9                                                                                                                                                   
First Lesson of Church & Social Issues                                                                                                                                          

On the Promotion of Social Righteousness: 
What Does the Church Have to Do with Social Issues?                                                                                            

Led by Elder Ceci Anderson 
Material for this series is published especially for use in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)                                     
by Congregational Ministries Publishing, a ministry of the Presbyterian Mission Agency.                                                                  

See article in the October First Epistle about this series.                                                                                            
An explanatory pamphlet is available. 

OCTOBER 16                                                                                                                                                
Justice League speaker                                                                                                                                                           

The Rev. Jimmie R. Hawkins, Associate Director of Advocacy                                                                                  
of the Presbyterian Mission Agency's Compassion, Peace & Justice Ministries. 

Rev. Hawkins is the author of Unbroken and Unbowed — A History of Black Protest in America             
the All-Church and Community Book Read                                                                                                  

released Feb. 22, 2022 by Westminster John Knox Press. 
 
 
 
 


