THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF LANSING

510 W. Ottawa Street ▪ Lansing, Michigan 48933
(517) 482-0668 www.lansingfirstpres.com
Facebook – Lansing First Presbyterian
Church Office Hours (M-F) 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 & 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
September 18, 2022 10:00 a.m.
15th Sunday after Pentecost

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
In order to maintain our worship environment, please turn off your cell phones. Thank you.
PRELUDE

Sergei Kvitko

CALL TO WORSHIP
Sherri DeMarco
Leader:
Beloved children of God, in supplication and prayer, with intercessions and with
thanksgiving,
People:
we come to worship God.
Leader:
In hope and in humility, with joy and with concerns,
People:
we come to worship God.
Leader:
In faith and in uncertainty, with questions and with conviction,
People:
let us worship God.
++HYMN 340[GTG]
This Is My Song
The first two stanzas of this hymn were written between the 20th century’s two world wars and focus
on the theme of international peace. The third stanza, by another author and added later, uses the
language of the Lord’s Prayer to voice a distinctly Christian perspective.

SERVICE OF RENEWAL
Call to Confession

Sherri DeMarco

Unison Prayer of Confession
Holy God, we confess that we are too concerned with our own peace. We seek
the comfort of silence, and ignore the cries of the oppressed.
We are inwardly focused, missing your call to serve the world in justice and
love. Forgive us, O God. Equip us to fulfill your will for a world in which all
know dignity and all are treated with equity, as your beloved children.
Assurance of Pardon
++ Response to Forgiveness

441[GTG]

Hear the Good News of Salvation (verse 1)
Tune: NETTLETON

Hear the good news of salvation: Jesus died to show God’s love.
Such great kindness! Such great mercy! Come to us from heaven above.
Jesus Christ, how much I love you! Jesus Christ, you save from sin!
How I love you! Look upon me. Love me still and cleanse within.
++PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
Sherri DeMarco
Leader:
May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Be still and know, that I am God (three times)
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Sherri DeMarco

MINUTE FOR MISSION

Recognition of 50-year members
Helen Toebe and Carole Orth

OLD TESAMENT LESSON
Psalm 113; 1 Timothy 2:1-7
Sherri DeMarco
1
Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD; praise the name of the LORD. 2Blessed be the
name of the LORD from this time on and forevermore. 3From the rising of the sun to its setting the
name of the LORD is to be praised. 4The LORD is high above all nations, and his glory above the
heavens. 5Who is like the LORD our God, who is seated on high, 6who looks far down on the heavens
and the earth? 7He raises the poor from the dust, and lifts the needy from the ash heap, 8to make
them sit with princes, with the princes of his people. 9He gives the barren woman a home, making
her the joyous mother of children. Praise the LORD!
2First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for
everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life
in all godliness and dignity. 3This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4who
desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God;
there is also one mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, 6who gave
himself a ransom for all—this was attested at the right time. 7For this I was appointed a herald and
an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
Leader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHORAL ANTHEM

Balm in Gilead
arr. by M. Roger Holland, II
Colin Dewitt, Tori Tyler, and Ben English, soloists

GOSPEL LESSON
Luke 16: 1-13
Rev. Anthony Patrick
6Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were
brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2So he summoned him and said to him,
‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because you
cannot be my manager any longer.’ 3Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my
master is taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to
beg. 4I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me
into their homes.’ 5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much
do you owe my master?’ 6He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill,
sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He
replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ 8And his
master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this
age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. 9And I tell
you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may
welcome you into the eternal homes. 10“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and
whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not been faithful
with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if you have not been faithful
with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? 13No slave can serve two masters;
for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the
other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”

SERMON

An Accounting of our Management!

Rev. Anthony Patrick

++HYMN
697[GTG]
Take My Life
This hymn of consecration radiates from the repeated word “take”, resulting in a remarkably full
survey of a person’s attributes and possessions and giving weight to the “all” at the end. The
composer of the tune was influential in the renewal of Reformed hymnody in French.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Leader:
The Lord be with you
People:
And also with you.
Leader:
Lift up your hearts.
People:
We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
(Prayers continue)

Gwen Botting

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.
CHORAL AMEN

601[GTG]

Amen

PRESENTING OUR GIFTS
Offering
Offertory

Be Thou My Vision
Katie Sundeen, soloist

arr. by Alice Parker

++ Doxology 607[GTG]
Praise God, from Whom all Blessings Flow
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ,
all people here below; praise Holy Spirit evermore;
praise Triune God, whom we adore.
Prayer of Dedication
RECOGNITION ABIGAIL GRILL AND HEATHER DUNBAR
++HYMN
700[GTG]
I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me
This African American spiritual has more depth than may at first appear: for people who are bound in
enslavement to sing about dedicating themselves to God’s use shows a profound awareness of
God-given self-worth despite circumstances that would deny their human or spiritual value.

++BENEDICTION
++BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS
306[GTG]
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love:
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.
++POSTLUDE

Sergei Kvitko

*PLEASE BE AWARE THAT WE USE CAMERAS TO BROADCAST VIDEO OF OUR
CHURCH SERVICES. Licensed music streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE,
License #A-731144. All rights reserved."

Officer Nominee Biographies 2022
New Session Elders: Ann Harvey, Steve Campbell
New Deacons: Kathy Banghart, Sue Reames, Bessie Roper, Steve Roosa, Nan Carter

Kathy Banghart has been attending First Presbyterian Church, Lansing, since 1982. Over the years she
has been a Mary Poppins Nursery School Assistant Teacher, CE chairperson, Elder, and Deacon. She
was honored to serve as your Director of Christian Education for 25 years, retiring in 2021. Kathy now
gratefully accepts this renewed call to become an active Deacon in the ministry and life of our beloved
congregation.
Nan Carter: I moved to Lansing from Mississippi in 2001 having retired from a State Department and
wanting to relocate near one of my daughters. Singing in the choirs has been my main activity in all five
Presbyterian churches the family joined in as many moves around the country. Choir was my first activity
here at First Presbyterian Lansing. I served one term on the Session and was Chair of the Worship
Committee. After a break, I served on the Board of Deacons two consecutive terms acting as treasurer
for several years. The Caring Activities of the Deacons are so important to the members of the church
and those who receive services, and I look forward to my coming participation on the Board of Deacons.
Susan Reames: Growing up I attended the Methodist Church. After college I moved to Colorado where I
first joined a Presbyterian Church. Since then I have been a member of both Methodist and Presbyterian
churches. I moved back up to Michigan in 2001, which I call home. I visited First Pres soon after moving
back here and I felt it was very warm and welcoming. I knew after the first visit that I wanted this to be my
new church home. Since joining the church I have served on Deacons for three terms. I have worked in
the food bank, helped in the kitchen and occasionally helped in the office. I am looking forward to serving
on Deacons again.
Bessie Roper: I first started going to the First Presbyterian church in S. Charleston, WV at the age of 5. I
was baptized and joined at the age of 10 or 11. My membership was later transferred to Westminster
Presbyterian Church in Bay City, MI and on to First Pres Lansing sometime in the early 1970’s. We
learned the Presbyterian children’s catechism in WV and I sang in the choir as a child. In Bay City I
participated in choir, Sunday school, youth group, and was also a kindergarten helper. Here I have been
a Childcare worker, Elementary and Middle High teacher, Youth Group leader, and was ordained a
Deacon, where I have served several terms over the years. Personally, I had seven children and have 31
grands and 2 greats (as of now). My children are located all over the country, so I have plenty of places to
visit. I am honored to be able to serve again after being busy w/family the past several years.
Steve Roosa: Grew up in Lansing and First Presbyterian Church. After high school graduated from
Lansing Community College and attended M.S.U. majoring in Business Admin.
Did a 2-year stint in U.S Navy and afterwards was employed with Sparrow Hospital. Married in 1981 and
raised two sons. Reaffirmed my faith at First Pres. in 1987 and we became members once again. Have
previously served on Board of Deacons, participated in Chancel Choir, and many other church activities,
including our Food Pantry. I look forward to serving our congregation once again in 2023

INFORMATION FOR THE DAY
Participants in this morning’s service:
Liturgist
Organist/Pianist
Director of Music
Pastor
Preacher

Sherri DeMarco
Sergei Kvitko
Megan Higle
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
Rev. Anthony Patrick

Concerns of the congregation:
In care facilities:
Jean Dietrich (Story Point of Grand Ledge)
Dianne Rector (Rosewood Manor in DeWitt)
Emma Lou Knight (Fairview Adult Foster Care in
Grand Ledge)
CHANCEL FLOWERS are provided for today's worship service by the 175th Anniversary
Committee in recognition of our 50 year church members.
HEARING ASSISTANCE (The devices have been recently checked and they DO
work!) LARGE PRINT AND BRAILLE BULLETINS (If you would like a Braille bulletin,
please let the church office know ahead of time.) We also have CUSHIONS available if you
find the pews uncomfortable! Please see one of the ushers if any of these aids to worship
will enhance your participation in the service.
FLOWER CHART There are many dates available on the chart to celebrate special days
in our church family. The new price is $50. Simply sign up on the chart (in the office hall),
indicate the occasion that you would like celebrated or honored (birthday, anniversary or
memorial), write a check to the church and give it to Tracy, and we will order for you. If you
would like to purchase or provide a silk arrangement for use when we don’t have a fresh
arrangement scheduled, please see Judy Whitman. Thank you! - Worship Committee.
"YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL TO OUR MISSION! PLEASE SCAN THIS CODE WITH
YOUR SMARTPHONE TO GIVE SECURELY ONLINE." Take a picture with your phone
and it will take you to the website to make a donation.

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE
Sunday, September 18
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship, Tailgate after Worship
11:15 a.m.
Adult Forum – Sanctuary
12:30 p.m.
Victory in Jesus Ministries Worship
3:00 p.m.
Anthony McGlaun recital
Monday September 19
10:00 a.m.
Staff Meeting – Library
5:30 p.m.
Yoga – Yoga Room
7:00 p.m.
Capital City Chordsmen rehearsal – Chapel
Tuesday, September 20
10:00 a.m.
Global Institute of Lansing classes
5:15 p.m.
Bells of First Rehearsal
6:30 p.m.
Glen Erin Pipe Band Rehearsal – Litten Hall
6:00 p.m.
Global Institute of Lansing classes
Wednesday, September 21
9:00 a.m.
NWI Food Distribution
10:00 a.m.
Global Institute of Lansing classes
10:30 a.m.
Lectionary Bible Study
2:00 p.m.
Personnel Committee Meeting
4:30 p.m.
Lansing Children’s Choir rehearsal
5:30 p.m.
Yoga – Yoga Room
6:30 p.m.
Session Meeting
Thursday, September 22
10:00 a.m.
Global Institute of Lansing classes
1:00 p.m.
Bridge in the Parlor
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir rehearsal
7:00 p.m.
Victory in Jesus Bible Study - Library
Friday, September 23
5:30 p.m.
Yoga – Yoga Room
Saturday, September 24
Sunday, September 25
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship
11:15 a.m.
Adult Forum
12:30 p.m.
Victory in Jesus Ministries Worship

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
REV. ANTHONY (TONY) PATRICK We extend a "warm" First Church welcome to Rev.
Tony Patrick who is the guest preacher for today's worship service. Tony was Associate
Pastor here at First Church from 1999-2010. He is the pastor at Mt. Hope Presbyterian
Church in Lansing.
RECOGNITION OF 50 YEAR CHURCH MEMBERS There will be a recognition at
today's worship service of those persons in our congregation who have been members
here at First Church for 50 years or more. The celebration this year of the 175th
anniversary of the founding of our church, First Presbyterian, Lansing, offers an ideal
opportunity to recognize those who have been faithful members of our congregation for
50 years or more. A reception for these church members will be held following today's
worship service in Litten Fellowship Hall. Everyone is invited to attend.
LOVE TO SING?! Consider joining the Chancel Choir! Rehearsals for our 2022/23
Season begin on Thursday, September 1, 2022. We meet, weekly, in the choir room
from 7 - 9 p.m. every Thursday. Music Calendars and Scores (via PDF) are available
through our Google Drive Folder. Contact Megan Higle (mhigle@lansingfirstpres) with
any questions!
IF YOU ARE NEW TO THE CHURCH AND HAVE QUESTIONS, SEE THE PEOPLE
WEARING MARDI GRAS BEADS. WE ARE HERE TO WELCOME YOU!
MEMORABILIA DISPLAY This year is the 175th anniversary (1847-2022) of the
founding of our church, First Presbyterian, Lansing. There is a display of historical items
located on the table by the communications board in the chapel entrance area. Feel free
to take a look at the display.

SERMON NOTES:

