THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF LANSING

510 W. Ottawa Street ▪ Lansing, Michigan 48933
(517) 482-0668 www.lansingfirstpres.com
Facebook – Lansing First Presbyterian
Church Office Hours (M-F) 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 & 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
November 20, 2022 10:00 a.m.
Christ the King Sunday

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
In order to maintain our worship environment, please turn off your cell phones. Thank you.
PRELUDE

On Eagle's Wings
Bells of First

arr. Michael Ryan

CALL TO WORSHIP
Justine Achuonjei
Leader:
God has looked favorably on all of God’s people and has redeemed all of creation.
People:
God has given us a mighty Savior, the Lord whose reign we celebrate.
Leader:
We gather to offer our thanks and praise to almighty God.
People:
Let us worship God!
++HYMN 624[GTG]
I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art
The original French text, sometime attributed to John Calvin, seems to be a Protestant reworking of
a Roman Catholic hymn, not a typical practice for him. Yet this text and tune (adapted from
GENEVAN 124) clearly date from the early years of the Reformed tradition.

SERVICE OF RENEWAL
Call to Confession
Justine Achuonjei
Unison Prayer of Confession
Gracious Lord, we are quick to identify our enemies and slow to name the
ways we hurt others. You lead us in the ways of righteousness, and yet we
prefer to walk our own path. We are called to follow your lead in creating a
beloved community, yet we idolize wealth and power.

Heal us and help us, O God. Turn us from the ways of sin, the means that
create unjust ends. Grant that we may seek to be for others what you are for
us: a source of light on the way to peace.
Assurance of Pardon
++ Response to Forgiveness

441[GTG]

Hear the Good News of Salvation (vs 1)
Tune: NETTLETON

Hear the good news of salvation: Jesus died to show God’s love.
Such great kindness! Such great mercy! Come to us from heaven above.
Jesus Christ, how much I love you! Jesus Christ, you save from sin!
How I love you! Look upon me. Love me still and cleanse within.
++PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
Justine Achuonjei
Leader:
May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Be still and know, that I am God (three times)
ORDINATION/ INSTALLATION OF ELDERS AND DEACONS
Constitutional Questions
Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and
Head of the Church, and through him believe in one God, Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit?
Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the
Holy Spirit, the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church
universal, and God’s Word to you?
Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith
as expressed in the confessions of our church as authentic and reliable
expositions of what Scripture leads us to believe, and do you and will you be
instructed and led by those confessions as you lead the people of God?
Will you fulfill your ministry in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority
of Scripture, and be continually guided by our confessions?
Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by its
discipline? Will you be a friend among your colleagues in ministry, working
with them, subject to the ordering of God’s Word and Spirit?
Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your
neighbors, and work for the reconciliation of the world?
Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church?
Will you pray for and seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence,
imagination, and love?

(For ruling elder) Will you be a faithful ruling elder, watching over the people,
providing for their worship, nurture, and service? Will you share in government and

discipline, serving in councils of the church, and in your ministry will you try to show
the love and justice of Jesus Christ?
(For deacon) Will you be a faithful deacon, teaching charity, urging concern,
and directing the people’s help to the friendless and those in need, and in
your ministry will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?
++Questions to the Congregation
Clerk of Session Bill Collins
Do we, the members of the church, accept these people as ruling elders or
deacons, chosen by God through the voice of this congregation to lead us in
the way of Jesus Christ?
Do we agree to pray for them, to encourage them, to respect their decisions,
and to follow as they guide us, serving Jesus Christ, who alone is Head of
the Church?
To be ordained and installed as elder: Ann Harvey
To be installed as elders: George Bennett, Steve Campbell and Don Heck
To be installed as deacon: Kathy Banghart, Rich Blankenship,
Nan Carter, Kurt Civilette, Bessie Roper and Sue Reames
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Justine Achuonjei

FIRST LESSON
Luke 1:68-79
Justine Achuonjei
68“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed
them. 69He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his servant David, 70as he spoke
through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 71that we would be saved from our enemies and
from the hand of all who hate us. 72Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, and
has remembered his holy covenant, 73the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant
us 74that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, might serve him without fear, 75in
holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 76And you, child, will be called the prophet of the
Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 77to give knowledge of salvation to his
people by the forgiveness of their sins. 78By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will
break upon us, 79to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our
feet into the way of peace.”
Leader:
The Word of the Lord.
People:
Thanks be to God.
CHORAL ANTHEM
Christus Paradox
by Alfred Fedak
You, Lord are both Lamb and Shepherd. You, Lord, are both prince and slave. You, peace-maker
and sword-bringer of the way you took and gave. You the everlasting instant;
You, whom we both scorn and crave.
Clothed in light upon the mountain, stripped of might upon the cross, shining in eternal glory,
beggar’d by a soldier’s toss, You, the everlasting instant;
You, who are both gift and cost.
You, who walk each day beside us, sit in power at God’s side. You, who preach a way that’s narrow,
have a love that reaches wide. You, the everlasting instant;
You, who are our pilgrim guide.

Worthy is our earthly Jesus! Worthy is our cosmic Christ! Worthy your defeat and victory. Worthy still
your peace and strife. You, the everlasting instant;
You, who are our death and life. Alleluia.
SECOND LESSON
Luke 23:33-43
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
33
When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals,
one on his right and one on his left. 34Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know
what they are doing.” And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35And the people stood by, watching;
but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of
God, his chosen one!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 37and
saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also an inscription over him,
“This is the King of the Jews.” 39One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and
saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do
you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed have
been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done
nothing wrong.” 42Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43He
replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
SERMON

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

++HYMN
187[GTG]
Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us
This unattributed hymn, like many that are now meaningful to adults, was written for children and
develops shepherd imagery from Psalm 23 and John 10:1-18. The tune, composed for these words,
was originally named for the text but has come to be known by the composer’s name (BRADBURY).

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Leader:
The Lord be with you
People:
And also with you.
Leader:
Lift up your hearts.
People:
We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
(Prayers continue)

Gwen Botting

LORD'S PRAYER Unison
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.
CHORAL AMEN

601[GTG]

PRESENTING OUR GIFTS
Offering
Offertory

Amen

My God, I Love Thee (My Eternal King)

by John Purifoy

My God, I love Thee, not because I hope for heaven thereby, nor yet because if I love You not, I may
forever die.
Thou, O my Jesus, Thou didst me upon. The cross embrace, for me didst bear the nails and spear
and manifold disgrace.
Then why, O blessed Jesus Christ, should I not love Thee well? Not for the sake of winning heaven
nor of escaping hell. Not with the hope of gaining aught, not seeking a reward, but as Thyself has
loved me, O ever loving Lord, So would I love Thee, dearest Lord, and in Thy praise will I sing.
Because Thou art my loving God and my eternal King.
My God, I love Thee, not because I hope for heaven thereby, nor ret because if I love you
not, I may forever die. But as Thyself has loved me, so would I love Thee, dearest Lord,
Because Thou art my loving God and my eternal King!
Blessing of the Pledge cards
++ Doxology 607[GTG]
Praise God, from Whom all Blessings Flow
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ,
all people here below; praise Holy Spirit evermore;
praise Triune God, whom we adore.
Prayer of Dedication

++HYMN
268[GTG]
Crown Him with Many Crowns
This text is so familiar that it is easy to miss all. It’s paradox, mystery, suffering, and beauty; it
rewards careful reading and mediation outside corporate worship. The tune’s composer, George Job
Elvey, chapel organist at Windsor Castle, had much experience in creating a royal sound.

++BENEDICTION
++BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS
306[GTG]
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love:
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.
++POSTLUDE

Sergei Kvitko

*PLEASE BE AWARE THAT WE USE CAMERAS TO BROADCAST VIDEO OF OUR
CHURCH SERVICES. Licensed music streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE,
License #A-731144. All rights reserved."

INFORMATION FOR THE DAY
Participants in this morning’s service:
Liturgist
Justine Achuonjei
Organist/Pianist
Sergei Kvitko
Director of Music
Megan Higle
Bells of First Director
Darin Showalter
Pastor
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
Concerns of the congregation:
In care facilities:
Jean Dietrich (Story Point of Grand Ledge)
Dianne Rector (Rosewood Manor in DeWitt)
Emma Lou Knight (Fairview Adult Foster Care in
Grand Ledge)
CHANCEL FLOWERS today are in honor of Fred Lowe’s 75 birthday!
HEARING ASSISTANCE (The devices have been recently checked and they DO work!) LARGE
PRINT AND BRAILLE BULLETINS (If you would like a Braille bulletin, please let the church office
know ahead of time.) We also have CUSHIONS available if you find the pews uncomfortable! Please
see one of the ushers if any of these aids to worship will enhance your participation in the service.
FLOWER CHART There are many dates available on the chart to celebrate special days in our
church family. The new price is $50. Simply sign up on the chart (in the office hall), indicate the
occasion that you would like celebrated or honored (birthday, anniversary or memorial), write a
check to the church and give it to Tracy, and we will order for you. If you would like to purchase or
provide a silk arrangement for use when we don’t have a fresh arrangement scheduled, please see
Judy Whitman. Thank you! - Worship Committee.
"YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL TO OUR MISSION! PLEASE SCAN THIS CODE WITH YOUR
SMARTPHONE TO GIVE SECURELY ONLINE." Take a picture with your phone and it will take
you to the website to make a donation.

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE
Sunday, November 20 Commitment Sunday/Ordain-Install new officers
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship
12:30 p.m.
Victory in Jesus Ministries Worship
3:00 p.m.
Lansing Children’s Choir concert
Monday, November 21
10:00 a.m.
Global Institute of Lansing classes
10:00 a.m.
Staff Meeting – Library
5:30 p.m.
Yoga – Yoga Room
6:30 p.m.-8 Bells of First rehearsal
Tuesday, November 22
10:00 a.m.
Global Institute of Lansing classes
6:00 p.m.
Global Institute of Lansing classes
6:30 p.m.
Glen Erin Pipe Band Rehearsal – Litten Hall
7:00 p.m.
Capital City Chordsmen rehearsal – Chapel
Wednesday, November 23
9:00 a.m.
NWI Food Distribution
10:00 a.m.
Global Institute of Lansing classes
10:30 a.m.
Lectionary Bible Study
4:30 p.m.
Lansing Children’s Choir rehearsal
5:30 p.m.
Yoga – Yoga Room
Thursday, November 24
10:00 a.m.
Global Institute of Lansing classes
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir rehearsal
7:00 p.m.
Victory in Jesus Bible Study – Library
Friday, November 25
5:30 p.m.
Yoga – Yoga Room
Saturday, November 26
Sunday, November 27
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship
12:30 p.m.
Victory in Jesus Ministries Worship

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
TODAY IS CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY, when we rejoice and celebrate our past, present and
future King, Jesus Christ. We celebrate all God has done for us for the past year – and this year our
gratitude is great! We have nearly recovered from COVID-19, we can once again meet in person as
a community, and we have new technology to allow others to join us from afar. Our bell choir and
sanctuary choir continue to grace our Worship experience, and we have new more welcoming
sanctuary spaces for families with young children and persons who use wheelchairs.
Our banners today celebrate our Christian calendar – white for purity, symbolizing holy seasons
such as today, Christmas and Easter, purple for seasons of waiting – Advent and Lent – as we wait
for the Christ Child to be born and for Jesus’ resurrection on Easter, red for the fire of the Holy Spirit
on Pentecost, and green for “Ordinary Time”, but which we prefer to think of as “Growing Season”,
which is all the other days of the year. We also have banners indicating our solidarity with persons
of African and Asian descent – and recognizing that these communities need us all to stand together
to fight racism and discrimination. Banners are coming soon recognizing our church as a welcoming
church to those who are LGBTQIA, and Native Americans. Our 7th banner this morning is our
175th anniversary banner. May we have 175 more years to celebrate the Kingdom of God!
TODAY IS COMMITMENT SUNDAY It is that time of year when we plan for the church budget and
finances for 2023. Pledges make up more than 70% of the funds for the budget that pays staff,
building and grounds upkeep, mission, Bible Study, Christian Education, music and more. We have
many loyal and faithful members who pledge each year, and again, the Session is asking for your
help, we will turn in pledge cards today, unless you have mailed them in previously. Thanks for your
support of the church.
EVENING ADVENT BIBLE STUDY ON TUESDAYS 6:00 – 6:45 PM Adult Ed is offering an
Evening Advent Bible Study called “Illuminating Advent”. You can participate either in person at
church or at home on zoom. It will be offered Tuesday, Nov 29th, Dec 6th, 13th and 20th. If you are
participating on zoom please pick up the material at the church office or on Sunday prior to the date.
THE DEACONS PLAN TO GIVE 100 HOLIDAY MEALS FOR THANKSGIVING AND 100 FOR
CHRISTMAS TO NEEDY FAMILIES Recipients will be ongoing food pantry customers. This year
we expect that the meals will cost approximately $50 each. Your contributions will be appreciated.
Checks should be written to the church. Be sure to designate holiday meals on the memo line.
175th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION DINNER will be held after the December 4 worship service
in Litten Fellowship Hall. The dinner will be catered. Menu: salad, chicken in wine sauce, rice,
vegetable, roll and dessert. A vegetarian option will be available: vegetable stir fry on rice with roll.
Coffee and tea will be available. Donations will be accepted at the dinner for dinner expenses.
Please make a reservation by contacting Brian Koon (517 886-9801 or b.koon@comcast.net) or at
the desk in the chapel entrance area.
CALLING ALL FOLX FOR THE CHRISTMAS PAGENT! The Chancel Choir is hard at work for the
presentation of “On Christmas Night” by Bob Chilcott for our worship service on Sunday, December
4. We are looking for families, individuals, children, youth, elders, etc. to participate as actors (no
lines, only costumes and great facial expressions!) Want to make your debut as a Prophet, a Sheep
or Mary? Please see Megan Higle or Ben English.

GLEN ERIN PIPE BAND ROBERT BURNS CELEBRATION Tickets are on sale now for the Glen
Erin Pipe Band's Robert Burns Celebration January 28, 2023 at MSU's Kellogg Center. This event
with dinner, concerts, and dancing is a highlight of the Scottish cultural calendar and well attended
by members of First Pres. Tickets are $50. Contact Bill Collins for more info or to reserve a seat with
the First Pres group. bill@pipercollins.com

ADULT FORUM
(11:15-12:15 in Litten Hall downstairs or on zoom).
(Childcare is available through this time.)
NOVEMBER 20
CHURCH CHRISTMAS DECORATING DAY
In lieu of Adult Forum material will be available for
Second Lesson of Church & Social Issues
Discipleship in the Public Sphere: Shaping Christian Identity and Vocation

NOVEMBER 27
Holiday Basket Packing Day
(no Adult Forum)

There are two Christmas Memorial opportunities at First Church. Persons wishing to
participate may choose which they prefer. One provides pension assistance to retired
servants of the church and support for historic mission colleges and schools. The
second provides memorial poinsettias to be used to decorate the Chancel. The cost of a
poinsettia is $15.00 this year. A like amount is suggested for the Church, clearly marked
either "Pension Fund" or "Poinsettia." GIFTS MUST BE RECEIVED IN THE CHURCH
OFFICE BY MONDAY, DECEMBER
DECEMBER 18 BULLETIN.

12 FOR INCLUSION IN THE

Enclosed is a gift to have a poinsettia in the chancel given

In memory of:
_______________________________________________________________
OR
In honor of:
_______________________________________________________________

From:
_______________________________________________________________

