
         THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
                                 OF LANSING    
       
 

                      
       

                 
510 W. Ottawa Street ▪ Lansing, Michigan  48933 

(517) 482-0668   www.lansingfirstpres.com 

Facebook – Lansing First Presbyterian 
Church Office Hours (M-F) 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 & 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lansingfirstpres.com/


 
     SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

November 27, 2022    10:00 a.m.  
                                                  1st Sunday of Advent 
         
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                     
    In order to maintain our worship environment, please turn off your cell phones. Thank you.    
       
PRELUDE      
                            
CALL TO WORSHIP         Krista Botting                          
Leader:  Let us go into the house of the Lord!  
People: Let us meet God with joy!  
Leader:  God builds us up like a great city.  
People: May peace be within our walls.  
Leader:  Let us seek the goodness of God;  
People: let us go into the house of the Lord! 
 
++HYMN       107[GTG]    Awake!, Awake, and Greet the New Morn 
After attending a carol concert, the author and composer of this hymn was moved to creat 
a contemporary, accessible carol that drew on the familiar images in a new way. There are echoes 
here of passages such as Isaiah 9:6, Isaiah 7:14 / Matthew 1:23, Isaiah 35:5-6, Isaiah 2:4. 



 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH                                    Justine and Peter Achuonjei 
HOPE (The Prophecy Candle) 
 
We sing the response: 

85[GTG]  Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (vs 1) 
Light one candle to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 

He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills the promise. 



 
SERVICE OF RENEWAL                              
         Call to Confession                                 Krista Botting 
         Unison Prayer of Confession      

O God, we are steeped in a world of violence. War is one of the first things we learn, 
and we let it work its way into our lives. Your promises of peace sound like impossible 
dreams, and we become accustomed to cruelty. Forgive us. Wrest our weapons from 
our hands, and show us how beautiful life can be  

       when you forge them into instruments of peace. 
 
         Assurance of Pardon                                                         
    
        ++ Response to Forgiveness   107[GTG] Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn (vs 4) 

  
Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night. Though dark the winter and cheerless, 
 the rising sun shall crown you with light; Be strong and loving and fearless. 

 Love be our song and love our prayer and love our endless story; 
May God fill every day we share and bring us at last into glory.   

 
++PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST                   Krista Botting                          

Leader:  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
People:  And also with you.  

                       
Sung response      11 [GTG]  Angels We Have Heard on High (Refrain Only) 

Gloria in excelsis  Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

 
ORDINATION/ INSTALLATION OF ELDER ANN HARVEY                        
 Constitutional Questions                

   Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and   
  Head of the Church, and through him believe in one God, Father, Son, and   
  Holy Spirit? 

 
Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the  

 Holy Spirit, the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church 
 universal, and God’s Word to you? 

 
  Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith  
  as expressed in the confessions of our church as authentic and reliable   
  expositions of what Scripture leads us to believe, and do you and will you be   
  instructed and led by those confessions as you lead the people of God? 

 
Will you fulfill your ministry in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority  

 of Scripture, and be continually guided by our confessions? 
 
Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by its   

 discipline? Will you be a friend among your colleagues in ministry, working  
 with them, subject to the ordering of God’s Word and Spirit? 

 
Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your  

 neighbors, and work for the reconciliation of the world? 
   

Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church?  



 
  Will you pray for and seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence,   
  imagination, and love? 
    

 (For ruling elder) Will you be a faithful ruling elder, watching over the people, 
providing for their worship, nurture, and service? Will you share in government and 
discipline, serving in councils of the church, and in your ministry will you try to show 
the love and justice of Jesus Christ? 

  
     

++Questions to the Congregation           Clerk of Session Bill Collins       Do 
we, the members of the church, accept this person as a ruling elder, chosen by God 
through the voice of this congregation to lead us in the way 
 of Jesus Christ? 

 
Do we agree to pray for her, to encourage her, to respect her decisions, and to follow 
as the elders guide us, serving Jesus Christ, who alone is Head of the Church? 
          

                       
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                     Krista Botting                         

            
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON         Psalm 122                      Krista Botting                          
1I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD!” 2Our feet are standing within 
your gates, O Jerusalem. 3Jerusalem—built as a city that is bound firmly together. 4To it the tribes go 
up, the tribes of the LORD, as was decreed for Israel, to give thanks to the name of the LORD. 5For 
there the thrones for judgment were set up, the thrones of the house of David. 6Pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you. 
7Peace be within your walls, and security within your towers.” 8For the sake of my relatives and 
friends I will say, “Peace be within you.” 9For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, I will seek 
your good. 
 

Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                                              
 People:  Thanks be to God.              
 
CHORAL ANTHEM          Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning        by Andre Thomas 

Keep your lamps trimmed and burning…the time is drawing nigh. 
Children, don’t get weary…’till your work is done. 

Christian journey soon be over…The time is drawing nigh. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON   Matthew 24:36-44     Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
36“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those 
days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day 
Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too 
will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be 
left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep 
awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the 
owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed 
awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the 
Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 
 
 
 



SERMON                       Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
               
++HYMN  352[GTG] My Lord, What A Morning 
This spiritual reflects on Jesus’ saying about the endgames are recorded by Matthew 24:29-30 / 
Mark 13:24-26. It belongs to the slower, less common style of spirituals with long, sustained phases 
and was among those popularized in concerts by the Fisk Jubilee Singers. 
 

 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                      Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
     Leader:  The Lord be with you 

People:  And also with you. 
 Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

(Prayers continue) 
 
LORD'S PRAYER  Unison  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  
 

CHORAL AMEN 92[GTG]   While We are Waiting, Come (vs 1) 

PRESENTING OUR GIFTS        
Offering   
Offertory            Lost In the Night                          arr. Kyle Haugen 

Lost in the night do the people yet languish. Longing for morning the darkness to vanquish. 
Plaintively heaving a sigh full of anguish. Will not day come soon? Will not day come soon? 
Must we be vainly awaiting the morrow? Shall those who have light no light let us borrow, 
Giving no heed to our burden of sorrow? Will you help us soon? Will you help us soon? 

Sorrowing wand’rers in darkness yet dwelling, dawned has the day of a radiance excelling, 
Death’s dreaded darkness forever dispelling. Christ is coming soon, Christ is coming soon. 

Will not day come soon? Come and save us soon! Christ is coming soon! 
 

++ Doxology    143 [GTG] Angels, From the Realms of Glory (vs 4) 
    
  All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son,  
evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One. 

               Come and worship, come and worship,  
                                          worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 

Prayer of Dedication 
 

++HYMN 88[GTG]  O Come, O Come Emmanuel (vs 1 - 4) 
These titles of the coming Christ appeared in daily Vesper antiphons songs during the week before 
Christmas; their roots date at least to the being of Charlemagne. Both text and tune are the fruit of 
19th-century efforts to reclaim Christian tresses from pre-Reformation sources. 



 
++BENEDICTION                
 
 ++BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS       306[GTG] 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love: 
                         The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.          
 
++POSTLUDE                        Sergei Kvitko 

 



 
  *PLEASE BE AWARE THAT WE USE CAMERAS TO BROADCAST VIDEO OF OUR 

CHURCH SERVICES. Licensed music streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, 
License #A-731144. All rights reserved." 

 

 
INFORMATION FOR THE DAY 

 
Participants in this morning’s service: 

Liturgist             Krista Botting 
Organist/Pianist   Sergei Kvitko 
Director of Music   Megan Higle  
Bells of First Director  Darin Showalter 
Pastor     Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 

  
Concerns of the congregation:  

In care facilities: Jean Dietrich (Story Point of Grand Ledge)   
   Dianne Rector (Rosewood Manor in DeWitt) 

   Emma Lou Knight (Fairview Adult Foster Care in  
Grand Ledge) 

 
 
HEARING ASSISTANCE (The devices have been recently checked and they DO 
work!)  LARGE PRINT AND BRAILLE BULLETINS (If you would like a Braille bulletin, 
please let the church office know ahead of time.) We also have CUSHIONS available if you 
find the pews uncomfortable! Please see one of the ushers if any of these aids to worship 
will enhance your participation in the service. 
 
FLOWER CHART   There are many dates available on the chart to celebrate special days 
in our church family.  The new price is $50. Simply sign up on the chart (in the office hall), 
indicate the occasion that you would like celebrated or honored (birthday, anniversary or 
memorial), write a check to the church and give it to Tracy, and we will order for you.  If you 
would like to purchase or provide a silk arrangement for use when we don’t have a fresh 
arrangement scheduled, please see Judy Whitman.  Thank you!  - Worship Committee. 
 
"YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL TO OUR MISSION! PLEASE SCAN THIS CODE WITH 
YOUR SMARTPHONE TO GIVE SECURELY ONLINE." Take a picture with your phone 
and it will take you to the website to make a donation. 
 

                                        
 

 



THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 
 
 

Sunday, November 27    
10:00 a.m.       Morning Worship 
12:30 p.m. Victory in Jesus Ministries Worship 
 
Monday, November 28 
10:00 a.m. Global Institute of Lansing classes 
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting – Library 
5:30 p.m. Yoga – Yoga Room 
6:30 p.m.-8 Bells of First rehearsal 
 
Tuesday, November 29 
10:00 a.m. Global Institute of Lansing classes 
6:00 p.m. Global Institute of Lansing classes 
6:30 p.m. Glen Erin Pipe Band Rehearsal – Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m. Capital City Chordsmen rehearsal – Chapel 
 
Wednesday, November 30 
10:00 a.m. Global Institute of Lansing classes 
10:30 a.m. Lectionary Bible Study 
2:15 p.m. Personnel Committee Meeting  
4:30 p.m. Lansing Children’s Choir rehearsal 
5:30 p.m. Yoga – Yoga Room 
 
Thursday, December 1 
10:00 a.m. Global Institute of Lansing classes 
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. Victory in Jesus Bible Study – Library 
 
Friday, December 2 
5:30 p.m. Yoga – Yoga Room 
 
Saturday, December 3 
11:00 a.m. Christmas Workshop – Litten Hall 
1:00 p.m. 175th Anniversary Dinner set up 
 
Sunday, December 4 
10:00 a.m.       Morning Worship 
11:15 a.m. 175th Anniversary Meal – Litten Hall 
12:30 p.m. Victory in Jesus Ministries Worship 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



CONGREGATIONAL LIFE  
 
 

EVENING ADVENT BIBLE STUDY ON TUESDAYS 6:00 – 6:45 PM   Adult Ed is offering an 

Evening Advent Bible Study called “Illuminating Advent”. You can participate either in person at 

church or at home on zoom. It will be offered Tuesday, Nov 29th, Dec 6th, 13th and 20th. If you 

are participating on zoom please pick up the material at the church office or on Sunday prior to 

the date. 

  

THE DEACONS PLAN TO GIVE 100 HOLIDAY MEALS FOR THANKSGIVING AND 100 FOR 

CHRISTMAS TO NEEDY FAMILIES   Recipients will be ongoing food pantry customers. This 

year we expect that the meals will cost approximately $50 each. Your contributions will be 

appreciated. Checks should be written to the church. Be sure to designate holiday meals on the 

memo line.  

 

175th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION DINNER   will be held in Litten Fellowship Hall following 

the December 4 worship service. The dinner will be catered. Menu: salad, chicken in wine 

sauce, rice, vegetable, roll and dessert. A vegetarian option will be available: vegetable stir fry 

on rice with roll. Coffee and tea will be available. Donations will be accepted at the dinner for 

dinner expenses. Please make a reservation TODAY by contacting Brian Koon (517 886-9801 

or b.koon@comcast.net) or at the desk in the chapel entrance area and indicate your choice of 

chicken or vegetable stir fry.. 

 

CALLING ALL FOLX FOR THE CHRISTMAS PAGENT! The Chancel Choir is hard at work for 

the presentation of “On Christmas Night” by Bob Chilcott for our worship service on Sunday, 

December 4. We are looking for families, individuals, children, youth, elders, etc. to participate 

as actors (no lines, only costumes and great facial expressions!) Want to make your debut as a 

Prophet, a Sheep or Mary? Please see Megan Higle or Ben English. 

 

GLEN ERIN PIPE BAND ROBERT BURNS CELEBRATION   Tickets are on sale now for the 

Glen Erin Pipe Band's Robert Burns Celebration January 28, 2023 at MSU's Kellogg Center. 

This event with dinner, concerts, and dancing is a highlight of the Scottish cultural calendar and 

well attended by members of First Pres. Tickets are $50. Contact Bill Collins for more info or to 

reserve a seat with the First Pres group. bill@pipercollins.com 

 

 
 

ADULT FORUM  
(11:15-12:15 in Litten Hall downstairs or on zoom).   

(Childcare is available through this time.)     

  

NOVEMBER 27                                                                                                                                         
Holiday Basket Packing Day        (no Adult Forum) 

mailto:b.koon@comcast.net
mailto:bill@pipercollins.com


 

                    
 

There are two Christmas Memorial opportunities at First Church.  Persons wishing to 

participate may choose which they prefer. One provides pension assistance to retired 

servants of the church and support for historic mission colleges and schools. The 

second provides memorial poinsettias to be used to decorate the Chancel. The cost of a 

poinsettia is $15.00 this year. A like amount is suggested for the Church, clearly marked 

either "Pension Fund" or "Poinsettia." GIFTS MUST BE RECEIVED IN THE CHURCH 

OFFICE BY MONDAY, DECEMBER 12 FOR INCLUSION IN THE 

DECEMBER 18 BULLETIN.   

Enclosed is a gift to have a poinsettia in the chancel given 

 

In memory of:  

_______________________________________________________________ 

OR 

In honor of:  

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

From:         

_______________________________________________________________ 


