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SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
January 1, 2023    10:00 a.m.  

                                    1st Sunday of Christmas         
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                     
    In order to maintain our worship environment, please turn off your cell phones. Thank you.    
        
PRELUDE     Greensleeves           Chip Davis 

Gwen Botting, Horn, Sergei Kvitko, piano     
                          

CALL TO WORSHIP                       Christopher Venetis 
Leader:  Arise, shine: for your light has come, 
People: and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
Leader:  Nations shall come to your light 
People: and rulers to the brightness of your rising. 
 
++HYMN 152[GTG] What Star Is This With Beams So Bright 
This 18th-century Latin text calls attention to three kinds of light: the light of the star leading the Magi 
to the Christ-child, the inward light inspiring their journey, and Christ who it the light of the world. The 
simple unison melody unites everything in a gentle arc. 



 
ANTIPHONAL PSALM OF THE DAY              Psalm 148      Christopher Venetis 
Leader:  Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights! 
People: Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host! 
Leader:  Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars! 
People: Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens! 
Leader: Let them praise the name of the Lord, for he commanded and they were created. 
People: He established them forever and ever; he fixed their bounds, which cannot be 

passed. 
Leader:  Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps, 

fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling his command! 
People: Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! 



Leader:  Wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds! 
People: Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth! 
Leader:  Young men and women alike, old and young together! 
People: Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted; his glory is 

above earth and heaven. 
Leader: He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his faithful, for the people of 

Israel who are close to him. Praise the Lord! 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION      Christopher Venetis 
 
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION     Christopher Venetis  
People: God of grace, you have given us Jesus, the light of the world, but we choose 

darkness and cling to sins that hide the brightness of your love. Immersed in 
ourselves, we have not risen to new life. Baptize us with your Spirit, that, 
forgiven and renewed, we may preach your word to the nations and tell of your 
glory shining in the face of Jesus Christ, our Lord and our Light forever. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON                    Christopher Venetis 
 

Gloria Patri 136[GTG]     Go Tell It On the Mountain”(refrain only) 

  Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere, 
      Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 

 
FIRST READING   Matthew 24:36-44   Gwen Botting 
“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days 
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah 
entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be 
the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 
Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake 
therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of 
the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake 
and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of 
Man is coming at an unexpected hour.   (Silent Reflection) 
 
MORNING LITANY FOR 2023                   Gwen Botting 
(From Inky Fern Studio) 
 
Leader:  We rise at the dawning of this new day.  
People: We slumber at its close.  
Leader:  We walk through our morning waking our minds.  
People: We switch off our minds to rest.  
Leader:  We busy ourselves with the lists and work.  
People: We disengage and daydream.  
Leader:  We make progress.  
People: We have setbacks.  
Leader:  We finish projects.  
People: We hide projects in a box.  
Leader:  We brighten someone’s day.  
People: We get frustrated with someone else.  
Leader:  Each day brings bridges.  



People: Each day brings walls.  
Leader:  Each day we say yes to something.  
People: Each day we say no.  
Leader:  Each day we make some right choices.  
People: Each day we make some wrong choices.  
Leader:  Each day laughter finds us.  
People: Each day we learn of sorrow.  
Leader:  We will give.  
People: We will take.  
Leader:  We will help.  
People: We will turn our heads. 
Leader:  We will grow.  
People: We will forget.  
Leader:  We will respond.  
People  We will avoid.  
 
Leader:  God of New Days, You are present in all the ways we need you.  We don’t always 
see you, but there you are – as we wake and as we sleep. In our disillusionment and disregard, you 
have compassion, and you call us back to you. Regardless of what each new day in 2023 brings, 
may we live each one knowing in our core that you have claimed us and that you love us wholly and 
completely. There is no moment, no single solitary moment when you are not, and for that Lord, we 
give you thanks. May we spend 2023 pointed toward the cross.  May we spend 2023 hearing your 
voice and call to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Convict us. Challenge us. 
Send us. Make us uncomfortable. Move us to respond to your calling, and through it all Lord, 
through each moment, may we ever know ourselves as claimed and loved children. In the name of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, we pray.  
Amen 
 
++HYMN 84[GTG]        Creator of the Stars of Night 
The Latin original of this text for Advent dates from at least the 9th century, and the English version 
was created a millennium later as part of the 19th-century recovery of early Christian hymns. It is 
provided here with its traditional plainchant setting. 

 



 
 
PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERSESSION     Prince Solace 
     Leader:  The Lord be with you      

People:  And also with you. 
 Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

(Prayers continue) 
 
PRIVATE PRAYER OFFERING 
Please take a few moments to write a private prayer to God on the slips of paper you received this 
morning.  No one will see these prayers but you and God.  It can be anything you want to bring to 
the Lord - a confession, a hope, a plan for the future, or for someone you know and love.  We will 
take these slips of paper out into the Memorial Garden and send them to God in a fire – a clean new 
scent for the New Year.  
 
LITANY FOR A NEW YEAR       Prince Solace 
Leader:  Satisfy us with your love in the morning, 
People: and we will live this day in joy and praise. 
 
Leader:  All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.  Alleluia! 
 
People: Shout to the Lord, all the earth.  Alleluia! 
 
Leader: O Christ, splendor of God’s eternal glory, sustaining the universe by your might 

Word, renew our lives by your presence. 
 
People: Lord have mercy. 
 
Leader: O Christ, born into the world in the fullness of time for the liberation of all creation,let 

all come to their rightful freedom. 
 
People: Lord have mercy. 
 
Leader:  O Christ, begotten of the Father, who loves us as deeply as a Mother,  



before all time, born in the stable at Bethlehem, may your church be a sign of hope 
and joy. 

 
People:  Lord have mercy. 
 
Leader: O Christ, truly God and truly human, born to a people in fulfillment of their 

expectations, fulfill our desires in you. 
 
Leader: O Christ, born of the Virgin Mary, child of wonder and splendor, mighty God of all 

ages, Prince of peace, may the whole world live in peace and justice. 
 
 Silent prayer 
 
      
LORD'S PRAYER  Unison        Prince Solace 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  

 
PRESENTING OUR GIFTS        

Offering                    Prince Solace 
Offertory  
++ Doxology    145 [GTG] 145 What Child Is This? (Verse 3) 

 
So bring him incense, gold and myrrh; come, one and all, to own him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him. 
Raise, raise the song on high. The virgin sings her lullaby. 

Joy, joy, for Christ in born, the babe, the son of Mary! 
 

Prayer of Dedication      Prince Solace 
   

Private Prayer for the New Year    Gwen Botting 
  
 
++HYMN 151[GTG]  We Three Kings of Orient Are 
Although Christians had begun by the 2nd century to speak of these visitors from eastern countries 
(Matthew 2:1-12) as “kings”, perhaps because of passages like Psalm 17:10 and Isaiah 60:3, it is 
more accurate to think of them as magi or astrologers, the scholars of their day. 



 
BENEDICTION                  Gwen Botting 
 
BLEST BE THE TIES 306[GTG] 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love: 
                         The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.          
 
POSTLUDE      Joy to the World 

   Gwen Botting, Horn, Sergei Kvitko, Piano 
                  
 



 
 
 
 

*PLEASE BE AWARE THAT WE USE CAMERAS TO BROADCAST VIDEO OF OUR 

CHURCH SERVICES. Licensed music streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-731144. All rights reserved." 

 
INFORMATION FOR THE DAY 

 
Participants in this morning’s service: 

Liturgist             Christopher Venetis 
Organist/Pianist   Sergei Kvitko 
Director of Music   Megan Higle  
Bells of First Director  Darin Showalter 
Pastor     Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

 
Concerns of the congregation:  

In care facilities: Jean Dietrich (Story Point of Grand Ledge)   
    Dianne Rector (Rosewood Manor in DeWitt) 

   Emma Lou Knight (Fairview Adult Foster Care in  
Grand Ledge) 

 
HEARING ASSISTANCE (The devices have been recently checked and they DO 
work!)  LARGE PRINT AND BRAILLE BULLETINS (If you would like a Braille bulletin, 
please let the church office know ahead of time.) We also have CUSHIONS available if 
you find the pews uncomfortable! Please see one of the ushers if any of these aids to 
worship will enhance your participation in the service. 
 
FLOWER CHART   There are many dates available on the chart to celebrate special 
days in our church family.  The new price is $50. Simply sign up on the chart (in the 
office hall), indicate the occasion that you would like celebrated or honored (birthday, 
anniversary or memorial), write a check to the church and give it to Tracy, and we will 
order for you.  If you would like to purchase or provide a silk arrangement for use when 
we don’t have a fresh arrangement scheduled, please see Judy Whitman.  Thank you!  - 
Worship Committee. 
 
"YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL TO OUR MISSION! PLEASE SCAN THIS CODE WITH 
YOUR SMARTPHONE TO GIVE SECURELY ONLINE." Take a picture with your 
phone and it will take you to the website to make a donation. 
 

                                        



THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 
 
Sunday, January 1   NEW YEARS DAY Day 
10:00 a.m.                     Morning Worship 
12:30 p.m.             Victory in Jesus Ministries Worship 

 
Monday, January 2 
9:00 a.m.  GIL Class 
10:00 a.m.-12  AARO – Litten Hall 
10:00 a.m.  Staff Meeting 
5:30 p.m.  Yoga – Yoga Room 
6:00 p.m.  GIL Class 
6:30 p.m.  Bells of First rehearsal 
7:00 p.m.  Membership Committee Meeting 
 
Tuesday, January 3 
9:00 a.m.  GIL Class 
4:00 p.m.  Adult Forum Committee Meeting 
6:00 p.m.  ALP - Library 
6:00 p.m.  GIL Class 
6:30 p.m.  Glen Erin Pipe Band Rehearsal – Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m.  Capital City Chordsmen rehearsal – Chapel 
7:00 p.m.  Book Group - Zoom 
 
Wednesday, January 4 
9:00 a.m.  GIL Class 
10:30 a.m.  Lectionary Bible Study – Zoom 
4:30 p.m.  Lansing Children’s Choir rehearsal - Chapel 
5:30 p.m.  Yoga – Yoga Room 
6:00 p.m.  Mid MI Photo Club Meeting – Litten Hall 
6:30 p.m.  Mission and Social Justice Committee Meeting 
 
Thursday, January 5 
9:00 a.m.  GIL Class 
7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir rehearsal 
7:00 p.m.  Victory in Jesus Bible Study – Library 
 
Friday, January 6 
9:00 a.m.-9pm  Recording – Chapel 
5:30 p.m.  Yoga – Yoga Room 
 
Saturday, January 7 
9:00 a.m.-12  Recording – Chapel 
 
Sunday, January 8 
10:00 a.m.                      Morning Worship 
11:30 a.m.  Adult Forum 
12:30 p.m.              Victory in Jesus Ministries Worship 
1:00 p.m.  Glen Erin Pipe Band rehearsal 

 
 

 
 



CONGREGATIONAL LIFE  
 

GAME DAY! will be hosted TODAY, January 1st 

Why- Let’s start off the new year together with a few light 

games, snacks and music 

Who- The Congregation and local Community is invited! 

Where- Litten Hall  

When- 1130am-2pm  

                         

GLEN ERIN PIPE BAND ROBERT BURNS CELEBRATION   Tickets are on sale now 
for the Glen Erin Pipe Band's Robert Burns Celebration January 28, 2023 at MSU's 
Kellogg Center. This event with dinner, concerts, and dancing is a highlight of the 
Scottish cultural calendar and well attended by members of First Pres. Tickets are $50. 
Contact Bill Collins for more info or to reserve a seat with the First Pres group. 
bill@pipercollins.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:bill@pipercollins.com


 
ADULT FORUM  

(11:15-12:15 in Litten Hall downstairs or on zoom).   
(Childcare is available through this time.)     

  

 

JANUARY 16 - TODAY 
WHAT COMMUNITY WORSHIP MEANS IN TODAY’S DIGITAL SOCIETY 

With the world under threat of the pandemic, society quickly switched to online interactions. This isolated 
many people but also opened opportunities to reach many people. Our church, which is a very social 
organization, made the switch suddenly with very little experience in electronic delivery of our services. Join 
us in this Adult Forum and hear from Bill Collins and Megan Higle about their experiences, pros and cons 
acquired in moving our worship and music into the digital world.  
Ceci Anderson will also talk about the digital divide and why the gap must be breached. 
 

JANUARY 23 
WHAT IS HE WORKING ON? 

Our new Director of Congregational Life and Community Outreach, Prince Jerold Solace, will explain the 
responsibilities of his position while giving insight on upcoming projects in 2022 that will highlight Lansing 
First Pres faith and commitment to community. Such projects include the Butterfly Garden Exhibit, The 
Justice League Of Greater Lansing and the launching of a podcast. These projects are designed to 
bring joy, engagement and to deepen our faith with surrounding communities. Attendees will have the 
option to make a butterfly following the presentation. 
 

JANUARY 30 
WE ARE THE CHURCH – TOGETHER 

 
Using a partially autobiographical approach, Charlie Herrick will remind us that “our Church” is more 

than those we gather with at Ottawa and Pine. We know that we are part of the Presbyterian network, but 
how many of us are aware of the expanse and variety of the worldwide Church? Does it matter to you that 

we are connected in faith to over a billion others? Join us as we look at the variety of Christians 
throughout the world, then come back “home” where, within our own congregational diversity, we are 

reminded of our universality. 
 

 


