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SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
                                      December 11, 2022    10:00 a.m.  
                                             3rd Sunday of Advent 
         
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                     
    In order to maintain our worship environment, please turn off your cell phones. Thank you.    
       
PRELUDE      
                            
CALL TO WORSHIP              Geoff Blair                         
Leader:  Into the dry and desolate places of our lives, God brings salvation.  
People: The desert rejoices and blossoms, the wilderness teems with life.  
Leader:  Sorrow and sighing will flee:  
People: let us come into God’s presence with singing! 
  
++HYMN       100[GTG]    My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout 
By employing an energetic Irish folk song for its melody, this ballad-like paraphrase of the 
Magnificat, Mary’s song at her meeting with her relative Elizabeth (Luke 1:46-55), recaptures both 
the wonder and the faith of the young woman who first recognized what God was doing. 



 



 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH                                       Rich and Jackie Blankenship        
JOY (The Shepherd’s Candle)  
 
We sing the response: 

85[GTG] Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (Verse 3) 
Light three candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness.  

Lift your heads and lift high the gateway for the King of glory. 
                                                                                                                 

  SERVICE OF RENEWAL                              
         Call to Confession                                           Geoff Blair                          
         Unison Prayer of Confession      

Magnificent God, it is easy to rejoice at the wilderness bursting into bloom and 
the hungry being filled with good things. We may not want  
the powerful to be brought down or the rich to be sent away empty.  
We know that sometimes, we are the powerful. Sometimes, we are the rich. 
Sometimes we are the ones with privilege, ignoring and harming those you 
would lift up. Forgive us, humble us, and refocus us, that we may follow your 
way of life and truth. 

 
          Assurance of Pardon                                                         
 
 
 
 
 



 ++ Response to Forgiveness   107[GTG] Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn (vs 4) 
  

Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night. Though dark the winter and cheerless, 
 the rising sun shall crown you with light; Be strong and loving and fearless. 

 Love be our song and love our prayer and love our endless story; 
May God fill every day we share and bring us at last into glory.   

 
++PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST                       Geoff Blair                         

Leader:  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
People:  And also with you.  

                       
Sung response      113 [GTG] Angels We Have Heard on High (Refrain Only) 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                          Geoff Blair                         
       

FIRST LESSON         Luke 1:46b-55           Geoff Blair 
46And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48for he has 
looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me 
blessed; 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 50His mercy is for 
those who fear him from generation to generation. 51He has shown strength with his arm; he has 
scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 52He has brought down the powerful from their 
thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 53he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away 
empty. 54He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55according to the promise 
he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 
 

Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                                              
 People:  Thanks be to God.              
 
CHORAL ANTHEM   Personent Hodie                      arr. by Vijay Singh 
            w Asa Harvey, guitar 

 
Personent Hodie, voces puerulea, Laudated jucunde qui nobis est nattes, 

 Summo Deo datus. 
(Let resound today the voices of children, joyfully praising Him who is born to us,  

given by most high God.) 
His the doom, ours the mirth, when he came down to Earth, bosom of Jesses’ tree, born on earth to 

save us. Him the Father gave us. 
Jesukin, precious Child, born to Mary, Mother mild, suffered death and was defiled, gave His love to 

save us, Him the Father gave us. 
 
 
SECOND LESSON   Matthew 11:2-11                                    Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3and said to 
him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go 
and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6And 
blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the 
crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the 
wind? 8What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft 
robes are in royal palaces. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more 
than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead 
of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one 
has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.  



 
SERMON                       Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
               
++HYMN  101[GTG]  No Wind at the Window 
This 20th-centruy retelling of the Annunciation (Luke 1:26-38) effectively incorporates 
characteristic features of the folksong style its Irish tune requires, especially in the lists of “no” 
and “both.” The tune is named for a many-talented Irish saint of the 6th century (COLUMCILLE) 
 

    
    
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                              George Bennett 
     Leader:  The Lord be with you      

People:  And also with you. 
 Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 



 Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

(Prayers continue) 
 
LORD'S PRAYER  Unison  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  

 
CHORAL AMEN 92[GTG]   While We are Waiting, Come (vs 1) 
 
PRESENTING OUR GIFTS        

Offering   

      
Offertory  In the Bleak Midwinter                arr. Keith Christopher 

             Tori Tyler, soloist 
 

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind may main, Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow. In the bleak midwinter, long, long ago. 

Heaven cannot hold Him, nor the earth sustain; Heaven and earth shall flee away,  
when he comes to reign. 

In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed; Lord, our God incarnate, Jesus Christ. 
Angels and archangels may have gathered there, 

 cherubim and seraphim thronged in the air. 
But his mother only, in her maiden bliss, worshiped the beloved with a holy kiss. 
What can I give Him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

If I were a wiseman, I would do my part; Yet, what can I give Him, 
Yet, what can I give Him, give to Him my heart. 

Give to Him my heart. 
 

++ Doxology    143 [GTG] Angels, From the Realms of Glory (vs 4) 
    
  All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son,  
evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One. 

               Come and worship, come and worship,  
                                          worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 

Prayer of Dedication 
 

++HYMN          The Angel Gabriel             see insert 
This Basque folk carol tells the story of the Annunciation (Luke 1:26-38). Based on a 13th- or 14th- 
century Latin carol, it was popularized when published in 1892 by arranger Edgar Pettman. 
 

++BENEDICTION                
 
 
 ++BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS       306[GTG] 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love: 
                         The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.          
 
++POSTLUDE                        Sergei Kvitk 

 



  *PLEASE BE AWARE THAT WE USE CAMERAS TO BROADCAST VIDEO OF OUR 

CHURCH SERVICES. Licensed music streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-731144. All rights reserved." 

 

 
 
 

INFORMATION FOR THE DAY 

 
Participants in this morning’s service: 

Liturgist             Geoff Blair 
Organist/Pianist   Sergei Kvitko 
Director of Music   Megan Higle  
Bells of First Director  Darin Showalter 
Pastor     Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

 
Concerns of the congregation:  

In care facilities: Jean Dietrich (Story Point of Grand Ledge)   
    Dianne Rector (Rosewood Manor in DeWitt) 

   Emma Lou Knight (Fairview Adult Foster Care in  
Grand Ledge) 

 

CHANCEL FLOWERS today are honor of what would have been Al Banghart’s 97th 

birthday. 

HEARING ASSISTANCE (The devices have been recently checked and they DO 
work!)  LARGE PRINT AND BRAILLE BULLETINS (If you would like a Braille bulletin, 
please let the church office know ahead of time.) We also have CUSHIONS available if you 
find the pews uncomfortable! Please see one of the ushers if any of these aids to worship 
will enhance your participation in the service. 
 
FLOWER CHART   There are many dates available on the chart to celebrate special days 
in our church family.  The new price is $50. Simply sign up on the chart (in the office hall), 
indicate the occasion that you would like celebrated or honored (birthday, anniversary or 
memorial), write a check to the church and give it to Tracy, and we will order for you.  If you 
would like to purchase or provide a silk arrangement for use when we don’t have a fresh 
arrangement scheduled, please see Judy Whitman.  Thank you!  - Worship Committee. 
 
"YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL TO OUR MISSION! PLEASE SCAN THIS CODE WITH 
YOUR SMARTPHONE TO GIVE SECURELY ONLINE." Take a picture with your phone 
and it will take you to the website to make a donation. 
 

                                        



 
THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 

Sunday, December 11    
10:00 a.m.        Morning Worship 
11:15 a.m. Town Hall Meeting 
12:30 p.m. Victory in Jesus Ministries Worship 
4:00 p.m. Christmas for Jazz Lovers Concert - Sanctuary 
 
Monday, December 12 
10:00 a.m. Global Institute of Lansing classes 
10:00 a.m.-12 AARO – Litten Hall 
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting – Library 
5:30 p.m. Yoga – Yoga Room 
6:30 p.m. Bells of First rehearsal 
6:30 0p.m. Loaves and Fishes Board Meeting - Library 
 
Tuesday, December 13 
10:00 a.m. Global Institute of Lansing classes 
5:30 p.m. Worship Committee Meeting 
6:00 p.m. Mid MI Photo Club officers meeting – Library 
6:00 p.m. Global Institute of Lansing classes 
6:30 p.m. Glen Erin Pipe Band Rehearsal – Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m. Capital City Chordsmen rehearsal – Chapel 
 
Wednesday, December 14 
9:00 a.m. GIL - Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. Global Institute of Lansing classes 
10:30 a.m. Lectionary Bible Study 
2:30 p.m. B&G Committee Meeting - Library 
5:30 p.m. Yoga – Yoga Room 
7:00 p.m. Deacons Meeting 
 
Thursday, December 15 
10:00 a.m. Global Institute of Lansing classes 
1:00 p.m.-4:30 AARP Tax Training – Litten Hall 
6:00 p.m. Greater Lansing Quilt Guild meeting – Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. Victory in Jesus Bible Study – Library 
 
Friday, December 16 
5:30 p.m. Yoga – Yoga Room 
 
 
Saturday, December 17 
Noon  Family gathering – Litten Hall 
 
Sunday, December 18 
10:00 a.m.         Morning Worship 
11:15 a.m. 175th Anniversary Meal – Litten Hall 
12:30 p.m. Victory in Jesus Ministries Worship 
6:00 p.m. Caroling at the Capital 

 
 
 



CONGREGATIONAL LIFE  
 

 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION - THE SESSION is actively working on the method of 
fulfilling our pledge of $100,000 to the Justice League. The proposal under 
consideration does not take any funding from the principal of the Endowment Fund. 
 
MEN’S GROUP CHRISTMAS GATHERING   All men are invited to the annual Men’s 
Group Christmas gathering at the Donaldsons’ home (118 Green Meadows, Delta Twp, 
48917) on Monday, December 12 at 5:30 pm.  Deb’s delicious minestrone soup and 
Jim’s hot chili along with breads and cookies will be provided for the meal.  Everyone is 
asked to bring a snack to share and their own beverage.  Please RSVP to Jim at 321-
5434 or 517-515-4603.   

EVENING ADVENT BIBLE STUDY ON TUESDAYS 6:00 – 6:45 PM   Adult Ed is 
offering an Evening Advent Bible Study called “Illuminating Advent”. You can participate 
either in person at church or at home on zoom. It will be offered Tuesday, Dec. 13th and 
20th. If you are participating on zoom please pick up the material at the church office or 
on Sunday prior to the date. 
  
THE DEACONS PLAN TO GIVE 100 HOLIDAY MEALS FOR THANKSGIVING AND 
100 FOR CHRISTMAS TO NEEDY FAMILIES   Recipients will be ongoing food pantry 
customers. This year we expect that the meals will cost approximately $50 each. Your 
contributions will be appreciated. Checks should be written to the church. Be sure to 
designate holiday meals on the memo line.  
 
GLEN ERIN PIPE BAND ROBERT BURNS CELEBRATION   Tickets are on sale now 
for the Glen Erin Pipe Band's Robert Burns Celebration January 28, 2023 at MSU's 
Kellogg Center. This event with dinner, concerts, and dancing is a highlight of the 
Scottish cultural calendar and well attended by members of First Pres. Tickets are $50. 
Contact Bill Collins for more info or to reserve a seat with the First Pres group. 
bill@pipercollins.com 
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ADULT FORUM  

(11:15-12:15 in Litten Hall downstairs or on zoom).   
(Childcare is available through this time.)     

  

 

DECEMBER 11   - TODAY                                                                                                                          
Congregation Q & A following Worship 

 

           DECEMBER 18                                                                               

                                  Review of the Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 

 

 

DECEMBER 25                                                                                                                             
CHRISTMAS DAY!!                                                                                                                             

Adult Education Committee wishes everyone                                                                                    
a safe, happy and blessed Yule tide.    

 

 

      

 

 
 



                    
 

There are two Christmas Memorial opportunities at First Church.  Persons wishing to 

participate may choose which they prefer. One provides pension assistance to retired 

servants of the church and support for historic mission colleges and schools. The 

second provides memorial poinsettias to be used to decorate the Chancel. The cost of a 

poinsettia is $15.00 this year. A like amount is suggested for the Church, clearly marked 

either "Pension Fund" or "Poinsettia." GIFTS MUST BE RECEIVED IN THE CHURCH 

OFFICE BY MONDAY, DECEMBER 12 FOR INCLUSION IN THE 

DECEMBER 18 BULLETIN.   

Enclosed is a gift to have a poinsettia in the chancel given 

 

In memory of:  

_______________________________________________________________ 

OR 

In honor of:  

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

From:         

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 

                                        
 

 

 


