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SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

December 18, 2022    10:00 a.m.  
                      4th Sunday of Advent - 175th Anniversary Rededication 
         
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                     
    In order to maintain our worship environment, please turn off your cell phones. Thank you.    
       
PRELUDE      
                            
CALL TO WORSHIP              Elliot Ryser                         
Leader:  We stand on the cusp:  
People: the promise is almost fulfilled.  
Leader:  We wait with bated breath:  
People: the child is almost here.  
Leader:  We trust the well-loved story:  
People: God is truly with us. 

 
++HYMN       123[GTG] It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 
The “it” of the first line of the text by a Unitarian minister (Edmund Hamilton Sears) does not refer to 
the birth of Jesus, but to “that glorious song of old,” the angelic tidings of peace on earth. The 
restored third stanza laments how often the noise of human strife has obscured that message. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH                     Betsy Sneller, Matt Churgin and Mabel                     
PEACE (The Angels’ Candle) 

We sing the response: 
 Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 85[GTG] (Verse 4) 

Light four candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. He is 
coming; tell the glad tidings. Let your light be shining. 

  SERVICE OF RENEWAL                              
         Call to Confession                                         Elliot Ryser                         
         Unison Prayer of Confession      

Shepherd of our souls, we anticipate your coming but do not feel ready.  
We have done too much, and not done enough. We have focused too much on 
ourselves, and not enough on others. Restore us, O God; let your face shine, 
that we might be saved. 

 
          Assurance of Pardon                                                         
 
 ++ Response to Forgiveness   107[GTG] Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn (vs 4) 

  
Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night. Though dark the winter and cheerless, 
 the rising sun shall crown you with light; Be strong and loving and fearless. 

 Love be our song and love our prayer and love our endless story; 
May God fill every day we share and bring us at last into glory.   

 
++PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST                     Elliot Ryser                         

Leader:  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
People:  And also with you.  

                       
Sung response      113 [GTG] Angels We Have Heard on High (Refrain Only) 
 

LITANY OF RE-DEDICATION OF THE CHURCH          Bill Marx 
Leader: Yesterday marked the exact date, 175 years ago, that this church was founded.  

Four charter members--Aaron Norris, Louisa Norris, James Seymour, and a Mrs. 
Randall--gathered with Rev. Calvin Clark, who acted as moderator, to incorporate not 
only the "first" Presbyterian church in Lansing, but also the first formally constituted 
church of any denomination in the city.  Ever since, First Presbyterian has been an 
active community of faith and a force for good in this city and the world. On this day 
of re-dedication to our commitment to continue proclaiming the “Good News of Jesus 
Christ” to Lansing and beyond, let us recall that we are a living part of a living 
tradition:  

 
Leader:  We are a living part of a 3,000 year tradition of the worship of one God; 
People:  We are a living part of a 2,000 year tradition of Christian worship of the triune 

God-Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 
Leader: We are a living part of a 500 year tradition of Protestant worship in the Reformed Faith; 
People: And we are a living part of a 175 year tradition of Presbyterian worship in    
                         this congregation. 
Leader:  Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good. 
People: God’s Love is everlasting! 
Leader:  Let us praise God joyfully. 
People: Let us come before God with thanksgiving. 



Leader: We remember your gracious care of this church over these 175 years.  For sustaining 
this congregation through many trials . . . 

People: We remember, O Lord. 
Leader: God of Mercy, we remember, too, that we are sinful creatures.  We repent all of those 

times and actions in which we did not keep faith with you and each other.   
People: Forgive us, O Lord. 
Leader: Renew us, O God, in your spirit for the coming years. May we be as faithful to your 

Word as were our spiritual forebears.                                                                        
People: Renew us, God of strength and truth. 
Leader: And now, God of Grace and love, we re-dedicate ourselves to the unfinished work of 

your Church universal and of this First Presbyterian Church of Lansing. We have heard 
your people cry, lost in the night, people who desperately need to see your light. 

People: Here we are, Lord.  We have heard you calling in the night. 
Leader:  Who will break the sinners' hearts of stone and give them love of God alone? 
People: Here we are, Lord.  We will go, Lord. 
Leader: Who will tend the poor and lame?  Who will set a feast for them?  Who will provide? 
People: Here we are, Lord.  We will go, Lord, as you lead us.  
Leader: Come, labor on.  Who dares stand idle on the harvest plain, while all around them 

waves the golden grain?  
People: Here we are, Lord.  We will go, Lord, as you lead us.  We will hold your people in 

our hearts. 
Leader: Loving God, we rejoice in and give thanks for the manifold blessings that you have 

bestowed upon us throughout these past 175 years, and we rejoice anew in our hope 
for the Advent of your Kingdom. 

People: We praise you, Almighty God--Father, Son, and Holy Spirit--for your love is great 
and everlasting!  Amen. 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                        Elliot Ryser                        

       
FIRST LESSON  Matthew 1:18-25                                            Elliot Ryser                         
 18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, 
planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your 
wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  
21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23“Look, 
the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is 
with us.” 24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took 
her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him 
Jesus.    

Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                                              
 People:  Thanks be to God.  
 
CHORAL ANTHEM  Gentle Mary Laid Her Child   arr. Hal H Hopson 
                                              w/bell ringers from Bells of First 
                                               Conducted by Katie Sundeen 
 
 

 
Gentle Mary laid her child lowly in a manger, there he lay,the undefiled, to the world a stranger.  

Such a babe in such a place, can he be the Savior? 



Ask the saved of every race who have found his favor. Gloria in excess Deo. 
Angels sang about his birth; Wise men sought and found him; 

heavens start shone brightly forth, glow all around him; 
Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, heard the angels singing; 

all the plains were lit that night, all the hills were ringing. 
Gentle Mary laid her child lowly in a manager, he is still the undefiled, but no more a stranger: Son of 

God of humble birth, beautiful the story;  praise his name in all the earth, hail the King of glory. 
                                   
SECOND LESSON          Zephaniah 3:14-20       Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 14Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter 
Jerusalem! 15The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned away your 
enemies. The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. 16On that day 
it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. 17The LORD, your 
God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will 
renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing 18as on a day of festival. I will remove 
disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. 19I will deal with all your oppressors at that 
time. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and 
renown in all the earth. 20At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I will 
make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes 
before your eyes, says the LORD. 
 
SERMON                       Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
               
++HYMN  105[GTG] People Look East 
This text was written to provide a new Advent text for an existing carol tune, here names for the city 
in eastern France where it originated (BESANCON). The author has imaginatively expressed the 
cosmic implications of Christ’s coming by addressing each stanza to a part of creation. 



 

    
   
 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                              Gwen Botting 
     Leader:  The Lord be with you      

People:  And also with you. 
 Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

(Prayers continue) 
 
LORD'S PRAYER  Unison  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  

 
CHORAL AMEN 92[GTG]   While We are Waiting, Come (vs 1) 
 
PRESENTING OUR GIFTS        

Offering   
       Offertory       Let All Mortal Flesh   arr. John Ferguson 
                                                       w/bell ringers from Bells of First 
 
Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand. Ponder nothing earthy minded, 

for with blessing in his hand Christ our God to earth descending, 
 comes our homage to demand. 

King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood, Lord of lords sin human vesture, in the 
body and the blood, he will give to all the faithful his own self for heavenly food. 

Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads it vanguard on the way; as the light of light descending 
from the realms of endless day, 

 that the powers of hell may vanish as the darkness clears a way. 
At his feet the six-winged seraph, cherubic with sleepless eye, veil their faces to the presence, as 

with ceaseless voice they cry: Alleluia, Alleluia, Lord most high! 
 
++ Doxology    143 [GTG] Angels, From the Realms of Glory (vs 4)  
   All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son,  

evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One. 
                Come and worship, come and worship,  
                                           worship Christ, the newborn King. 

Prayer of Dedication 
 
++HYMN 119[GTG]      Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
Brought together in the mid-19th century, the text and tune of this familiar carol began in quite 
different forms. The text had ten stanzas and began, “Hark, how all the welkin rings.” The tune 
(MENDELSSOHN) was created for a festival celebrating Gutenberg’s introduction of moveable type. 



 

 
++BENEDICTION                
 
++BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS       306[GTG] 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love: 
                         The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.          



 
++POSTLUDE                        Sergei Kvitko 

 
 

 
 
 

*PLEASE BE AWARE THAT WE USE CAMERAS TO BROADCAST VIDEO OF OUR 

CHURCH SERVICES. Licensed music streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, 
License #A-731144. All rights reserved." 

 

INFORMATION FOR THE DAY 

 
Participants in this morning’s service: 

Liturgist             Elliot Ryser 
Organist/Pianist   Sergei Kvitko 
Director of Music   Megan Higle  
Bells of First Director  Darin Showalter 
Pastor     Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

 
Concerns of the congregation:  

In care facilities: Jean Dietrich (Story Point of Grand Ledge)   
   Dianne Rector (Rosewood Manor in DeWitt) 

   Emma Lou Knight (Fairview Adult Foster Care in  
Grand Ledge) 

 
HEARING ASSISTANCE (The devices have been recently checked and they DO 
work!)  LARGE PRINT AND BRAILLE BULLETINS (If you would like a Braille bulletin, 
please let the church office know ahead of time.) We also have CUSHIONS available if you 
find the pews uncomfortable! Please see one of the ushers if any of these aids to worship 
will enhance your participation in the service. 
 
FLOWER CHART   There are many dates available on the chart to celebrate special days 
in our church family.  The new price is $50. Simply sign up on the chart (in the office hall), 
indicate the occasion that you would like celebrated or honored (birthday, anniversary or 
memorial), write a check to the church and give it to Tracy, and we will order for you.  If you 
would like to purchase or provide a silk arrangement for use when we don’t have a fresh 
arrangement scheduled, please see Judy Whitman.  Thank you!  - Worship Committee. 
 
"YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL TO OUR MISSION! PLEASE SCAN THIS CODE WITH 
YOUR SMARTPHONE TO GIVE SECURELY ONLINE." Take a picture with your phone 
and it will take you to the website to make a donation. 
 

                                        



 
  
THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 

 
 
Sunday, December 18 
10:00 a.m.         Morning Worship 
11:15 a.m. 175th Anniversary Meal – Litten Hall 
12:30 p.m. Victory in Jesus Ministries Worship 
6:00 p.m. Caroling at the Capital 
 
Monday, December 19 
10:00 a.m. Global Institute of Lansing classes 
10:00 a.m.-12 AARO – Litten Hall 
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting – Library 
5:30 p.m. Yoga – Yoga Room 
6:30 p.m. Bells of First rehearsal 
 
Tuesday, December 20 
10:00 a.m. Global Institute of Lansing classes 
6:00 p.m. Global Institute of Lansing classes 
6:30 p.m. Glen Erin Pipe Band Rehearsal – Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m. Capital City Chordsmen rehearsal – Chapel 
 
Wednesday, December 21 
9:00 a.m. NWI Food Distribution – Litten Hall/kitchen 
10:00 a.m. Global Institute of Lansing classes 
10:30 a.m. Lectionary Bible Study 
5:30 p.m. Yoga – Yoga Room 
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. Session Meeting 
 
Thursday, December 22 
10:00 a.m. Global Institute of Lansing classes 
7:00 p.m. Victory in Jesus Bible Study – Library 
 
Friday, December 23 
5:30 p.m. Yoga – Yoga Room 
 
Saturday, December 24  Christmas Eve 
7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service – Sanctuary 
 
Sunday, December 25  Christmas Day! 
10:00 a.m.         Morning Worship 
12:30 p.m. Victory in Jesus Ministries Worship 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
       CONGREGATIONAL LIFE  

 

 
CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING RECEIVED TODAY, DECEMBER 18   The Christmas 
Joy Offering is one of the Presbyterian Special Offerings collected each year during the 
Advent and Christmas season. WE WILL COLLECT OUR CHRISTMAS JOY 
OFFERING TODAY! The Christmas Joy Offering is designed to benefit a three-pronged 
effort within the PC (USA): provide assistance to current and retired church workers 
when they may fall on hard times; support schools and colleges of the Presbyterian 
Church that are equipping communities of color; provide for leadership development for 
leaders of color. You can learn more at 
http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/christmasjoy.html Please give generously to help these 
very worthy programs of the PC(USA). 
 
WORSHIP NOTES:  Please join us for these special Christmas and New Year’s 
Services! Christmas Eve Service will be held at 7 PM and will be a Service of Lessons 
and Carols, Christmas Day Service will be a Family Friendly service, with pajamas 
optional! New Year’s Day Service will be a unique take on prayer. Please join us for an 
introspective and positive service to being the new year! 
 
EVENING ADVENT BIBLE STUDY ON TUESDAYS 6:00 – 6:45 PM   Adult Ed is 
offering an Evening Advent Bible Study called “Illuminating Advent”. You can participate 
either in person at church or at home on zoom. The last one will be offered Tuesday, 
Dec. 20th. If you are participating on zoom please pick up the material at the church 
office or on Sunday prior to the date. 
  
GLEN ERIN PIPE BAND ROBERT BURNS CELEBRATION   Tickets are on sale now 
for the Glen Erin Pipe Band's Robert Burns Celebration January 28, 2023 at MSU's 
Kellogg Center. This event with dinner, concerts, and dancing is a highlight of the 
Scottish cultural calendar and well attended by members of First Pres. Tickets are $50. 
Contact Bill Collins for more info or to reserve a seat with the First Pres group. 
bill@pipercollins.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/christmasjoy.html
mailto:bill@pipercollins.com


ADULT FORUM  
(11:15-12:15 in Litten Hall downstairs or on zoom).   

(Childcare is available through this time.)     
  

 

   TODAY - DECEMBER 18                                                                          

 

Recap of the Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 

 

 

DECEMBER 25                                                                                                                             

CHRISTMAS DAY!!                                                                                                                             

Adult Education Committee wishes everyone                                                                                    

a safe, happy and blessed Yule tide.    

 

 

      



                                           

In Memory of     From 

Mary Shutak-Jenkins and Carl Bisson   Rev. Stanley Jenkins  
Wanda Chenoweth     Megan Higle 
Karen Wampler      Megan Higle 
Carolyn R. Stauffer and Ronald J Stauffer   Their family 
Florence and Harland Lowe    Chrisann &Fred Lowe  
Herb Jones      Susan Reames 
Georges and Sobhia Mackoul    Mackoul families 
Our parents      Bill & Mitsuko Marx 
The friends we have lost     Bill & Mitsuko Marx 
Francis and Saide Jarawan     John & Helene Mackoul and family 
JoAnn Hengstebeck     Jim & family 
Evelyn and Robert Sherwood    Joyce & Gary Schaub 
Helen and Sylvester Schaub   
Frances and Adelaide Gould, Paul Gould   Jackie & Rich Blankenship 
Raymond and Madge Blankenship     
Robert and Ada Williams, James and Eula Pitts-Johnson Risha Williams & family   
Ruth and Rudy Williams   
Peggy and Harvey Whitman Judy & Harv Whitman Marie & Jim Lunde 
Lucille and Gerald Fedewa and family, Eric & Kayla Lunde and family 
Bob and Lydia Warnaar, Wayne VanWormer   Steve and Debbie Warnaar 
Barbaray VanWormer 
 

 

 

IN HONOR OF     FROM 

                    Darla Jackson, Kathy Banghart, Bethanne Jenks,  Megan Higle 
                    Kim Ringlever, Ann Harvey, Christine DeYonke, 
                    and Alyse Collins       

      


