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    SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
December 25, 2022    10:00 a.m.  

                                       Christmas Day         
 
 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                     
    In order to maintain our worship environment, please turn off your cell phones. Thank you.    
       
PRELUDE     Piano Four Hand Carols  

         played by Sergei Kvitko and Megan Higle 
                            
CALL TO WORSHIP            Krista Botting                        
Leader:  O sing to the Lord a new song,  
People: For the true light has come into the world!  
Leader:  Break forth into singing,  
People: For in Christ is life!  
Leader:  The Word has become flesh and lives among us,  
People: And we have seen God’s glory, full of grace and truth! 

 
++HYMN       133[GTG]  O Come, All Ye Faithful (verses 1-3) 
From its Roman Catholic origins, this 18th-centruy hymn has spread to worldwide use by many 
denominations in both Latin and vernacular versions. Once popular with a wide range of hymn texts, 
this tune is now firmly associated with this Christmas text from which it is named (ADESTE 
FIDELES). 



 



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH                                              Gwen and Krista Botting                    
LIGHT (The Christ Candle) 
 
We sing the response:  Joy To the World 134[GTG] (Verse 1) 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king; 
Let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing 

And heaven and nature sing 
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

 
SERVICE OF RENEWAL                              
         Call to Confession                                           Krista Botting                        
                                                             
          Unison Prayer of Confession      

Let this be a day that challenges us to live as those you have blessed.  
Let this be a day that we find not only forgiveness, but a new  
way forward. Renew your call to us. Save us, forgive us, and inspire us  

                   to allow our lives to be imbued with your presence. 

         Assurance of Pardon 
 
        ++ Response to Forgiveness   136[GTG] Go Tell It On the Mountain (refrain only) 

Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere, 
Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 

 
++PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST                           Krista Botting 

Leader:  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
People:  And also with you.  

                       
Sung response      137[GTG]     He Came Down 

He came down that we may have love; 
He came down that we may have love; 

He came down that we may have love; hallelujah forevermore. 
 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                             Krista Botting  
                      
FIRST LESSON   Psalm 98                           Krista Botting 
1O sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things. His right hand and his holy arm 
have gotten him victory.2The LORD has made known his victory; he has revealed his vindication in 
the sight of the nations.3He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of 
Israel. All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
4Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing praises. 
5Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of melody. 6With trumpets and 
the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD. 7Let the sea roar, and all that 
fills it; the world and those who live in it. 8Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills sing together for 
joy 9at the presence of the LORD, for he is coming to judge the earth. He will judge the world with 
righteousness, and the peoples with equity. 
 

Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                                              
 People:  Thanks be to God.  
 
 
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS STORY                                       Rev. Stanley Jenkins  
                



++HYMN  116[GTG] The Snow Lay on the Ground (verses 1 and 4) 
This is one of the few instances where we can see how one Christmas carol has been built upon 
another. The refrain here quotes the original Latin refrain of “O Come, All Ye Faithful”, which means 
this text was created later than the first half of the 18th century. 





       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                   Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
     Leader:  The Lord be with you      

People:  And also with you. 
 Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

(Prayers continue) 
LORD'S PRAYER  Unison  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  

 
 

AMEN 600[GTG]              African American; arr. Nelsie T. Johnson 
 
PRESENTING OUR GIFTS        

Offering    
Offertory  
++ Doxology    145 [GTG] 145 What Child Is This? (Verse 3) 

 
So bring him incense, gold and myrrh; come, one and all, to own him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him. 
Raise, raise the song on high. The virgin sings her lullaby. 

Joy, joy, for Christ in born, the babe, the son of Mary! 
 

Prayer of Dedication 
 
++HYMN 132[GTG]       Good Christian Friends, Rejoice  
Carols using two languages, like this one dating from a least the 14th century, belong to a special 
group called “macaronic,” the original languages here being German and Latin. Though the 
present version is only in English, it is sung to the traditional German folk melody (IN DULCI 
JUBILO). 



 



++BENEDICTION                
 
++BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS       306[GTG] 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love: 
                         The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.          
 
++POSTLUDE     Piano Four Hand Carols  

         played by Sergei Kvitko and Megan Higle 
  

 

 
INFORMATION FOR THE DAY 

Participants in this morning’s service: 
Liturgist             Krista Botting 
Organist/Pianist   Sergei Kvitko 
Director of Music   Megan Higle  
Bells of First Director  Darin Showalter 
Pastor     Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

 
Concerns of the congregation:  

In care facilities: Jean Dietrich (Story Point of Grand Ledge)   
   Dianne Rector (Rosewood Manor in DeWitt) 

   Emma Lou Knight (Fairview Adult Foster Care in  
Grand Ledge) 

 
HEARING ASSISTANCE (The devices have been recently checked and they DO 
work!)  LARGE PRINT AND BRAILLE BULLETINS (If you would like a Braille bulletin, 
please let the church office know ahead of time.) We also have CUSHIONS available if 
you find the pews uncomfortable! Please see one of the ushers if any of these aids to 
worship will enhance your participation in the service. 
 
FLOWER CHART   There are many dates available on the chart to celebrate special 
days in our church family.  The new price is $50. Simply sign up on the chart (in the 
office hall), indicate the occasion that you would like celebrated or honored (birthday, 
anniversary or memorial), write a check to the church and give it to Tracy, and we will 
order for you.  If you would like to purchase or provide a silk arrangement for use when 
we don’t have a fresh arrangement scheduled, please see Judy Whitman.  Thank you!  - 
Worship Committee. 
 
"YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL TO OUR MISSION! PLEASE SCAN THIS CODE WITH 
YOUR SMARTPHONE TO GIVE SECURELY ONLINE." Take a picture with your 
phone and it will take you to the website to make a donation. 

                                        



 
THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 

 
 
 

 
Sunday, December 25  CHRISTMAS DAY 
10:00 a.m.         Morning Worship 
12:30 p.m.         Victory in Jesus Ministries Worship 
 
Monday, December 26 
10:00 a.m.-12 AARO – Litten Hall 
5:30 p.m.  Yoga – Yoga Room 
6:30 p.m.  Bells of First rehearsal 
 
Tuesday, December 27 
6:30 p.m.  Glen Erin Pipe Band Rehearsal – Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m.  Capital City Chordsmen rehearsal – Chapel 
 
Wednesday, December 28 
5:30 p.m.  Yoga – Yoga Room 
 
Thursday, December 29 
7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir rehearsal 
7:00 p.m.  Victory in Jesus Bible Study – Library 
 
Friday, December 30 
5:30 p.m.  Yoga – Yoga Room 
 
Saturday, December 31  NEW YEARS EVE 
 
Sunday, January 1   NEW YEARS DAY Day 
10:00 a.m.         Morning Worship 
12:30 p.m.         Victory in Jesus Ministries Worship 

 
 
 
 
 



 
CONGREGATIONAL LIFE  

 
WORSHIP NOTES:  Please join us for New Year’s Day Service, it will be a unique take 
on prayer. Please join us for an introspective and positive service to bring in the new 
year! 
 
GLEN ERIN PIPE BAND ROBERT BURNS CELEBRATION   Tickets are on sale now 
for the Glen Erin Pipe Band's Robert Burns Celebration January 28, 2023 at MSU's 
Kellogg Center. This event with dinner, concerts, and dancing is a highlight of the 
Scottish cultural calendar and well attended by members of First Pres. Tickets are $50. 
Contact Bill Collins for more info or to reserve a seat with the First Pres group. 
bill@pipercollins.com 

 
 
 
 

ADULT FORUM  
(11:15-12:15 in Litten Hall downstairs or on zoom).   

(Childcare is available through this time.)     
  

 

DECEMBER 25                                                                                                                             

CHRISTMAS DAY!!                                                                                                                             

Adult Education Committee wishes everyone                                                                                    

a safe, happy and blessed Yuletide.    
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