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SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
December 4, 2022    10:00 a.m.  

                                                   2nd Sunday of Advent 
         
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                     
    In order to maintain our worship environment, please turn off your cell phones. Thank you.    
       
PRELUDE      
                            
CALL TO WORSHIP                     Ann Harvey                          
Leader:  God’s vision of peace is a realm where all live together in harmony:  
People: enemies become friends, fear gives way to understanding.  
Leader:  God calls us to be this community;  
People: let us gather together to worship. 
  
++HYMN       94[GTG]    Now the Heavens Start to Whisper 
This Advent text artfully interweaves what is hidden and what is revealed, primarily in the coming of 
the long-awaited Messiah. But Christ himself taught us about another hidden truth, his presence in 
the “least of these” (Matthew 25:40,45), whom we are also called to welcome. 



 



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH                              Kurt Civilette and Gwen Botting 
LOVE (The Bethlehem Candle)  
 
We sing the response: 

85[GTG] Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (Verse 2) 
Light two candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness.  
Lift your heads and lift high the gateway for the King of Glory 
                      
                                                                                                                       

SERVICE OF RENEWAL                              
         Call to Confession                                                 Ann Harvey                          
         Unison Prayer of Confession      

God of all creation, your vision of peace is beyond our knowing.  We have been hurt 
and we have seen destruction, so we turn around and hurt others, destroying what 
you have called good. Forgive us, and fill us with your knowledge, so we may help 
bring forth your peaceful kin-dom. 

 
        Assurance of Pardon                                                           

                                
       ++ Response to Forgiveness   107[GTG] Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn (vs 4) 

  
Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night. Though dark the winter and cheerless, 
 the rising sun shall crown you with light; Be strong and loving and fearless. 

 Love be our song and love our prayer and love our endless story; 
May God fill every day we share and bring us at last into glory.   

 
++PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST                             Ann Harvey                          

Leader:  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
People:  And also with you.  

                       
Sung response      113 [GTG] Angels We Have Heard on High (Refrain Only) 

Gloria in excelsis  Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
    

 
 
                                      “ON CHRISTMAS NIGHT” by Bob Chilcott 
 

I. This is the truth (I) 
This is the truth sent from above, the truth of God, the God of love; 
Therefore don’t turn me from the door, but hearken all, both rich and poor. 
 
Once in royal David’s city, stood a lowly cattle shed 
Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed; 
(The first thing that I will relate, that God at first did man create;) 
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child. 
(The next thing which to you I tell, woman was made with him to dwell.) 
 
Thus we were heirs to endless woes till God the Lord did interpose;  
And so a promise soon did run: That he’d redeem us by his Son. 
 
 
 
 



Reading: Genesis 3:8-15               Pastor Bob Higle  
 
They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and 
the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the 
garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, ‘Where are you? ’He said, ‘I heard the 
sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. ’He said, ‘Who 
told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat? ’
The man said, ‘The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I 
ate. ’Then the Lord God said to the woman, ‘What is this that you have done? ’The woman said, 
‘The serpent tricked me, and I ate. ’The Lord God said to the serpent, Because you have done 
this, cursed are you among all animal and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, 
and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 
between your offspring and hers; 
he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.’ 

 
II. Adam lay ybounden 

Adam lay ybounden, bounden in a bond; Four thousand winter thought he not too 
long.And all was for an apple, an apple that he took, As clerkes finden written in their 
book. Ne had the apple taken been, the apple taken been, Ne had ne’er our Lady Abeen 
heavene queen. Blessed be the time that apple taken was; therefore we moun’ singen 
‘Deo gracias!” 
 
Reading: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7                    Pastor Stanley Jenkins 
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness— on them light has shined.  For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority 
rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless 
peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time onwards and for evermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
    

III. A spotless Rose 
A spotless Rose is blowing, sprung from a tender root, of ancient seers’ foreshowing, of 
Jesse promised fruit: It’s fairest bud unfolds to light amid the cold, cold winter, and in the 
dark midnight. 
The Rose which I am singing, whereof Isaiah said, is from its sweet root springing in 
Mary, purest Maid; For through our God’s great love and might, the Blessed Babe she 
bare us in a cold winter’s night. 
Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem has sprung! 
Of Jesse’s lineage coming as seers of old have sung. 
It came a blossom bright, amid the cold of winter when half-spent was the night. 
 
Reading: Luke 1:26-35, 38                     Pastor Bob Higle 
 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 
And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’* But she was much 
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do 
not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb 
and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the 
house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end. ’Mary said to the angel, ‘How can 
this be, since I am a virgin?’* The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 



power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born* will be holy; he will be 
called Son of God. Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to 
your word. ’Then the angel departed from her. 

 
IV. The Cherry Tree Carol 

Joseph was an old man, and an old man was he when he married Mary in the land of 
Galilee. Joseph and Mary walked through an orchard good, where was cherries and 
berries, so red as any blood. O then bespoke Mary, so meek and so mild: ‘pluck me a 
cherry, Joseph, for I am with child.’ 
‘Go to the tree, Mary and it shall bow to thee, and the highest branch of all shall bow to 
Mary’s knee.’ 
Then bowed down the tallest tree, it bent to Mary’s hand; then she cried, ‘See, Joseph, I 
have cherries at command.’ 
‘O eat your cherries, Mary, O eat your cherries now!, O eat your cherries, Mary, that 
grow upon the bough.’ 
Then Mary plucked a cherry as red as any blood; and she did travel onward, all with her 
heavy load. 
 
Reading: Luke 2:1, 3-7                                    Pastor Stanley Jenkins 
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. All 
went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family 
of David.  He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 
child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn. 

 
V. O little town 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! Above thy deep and dreamless 
sleep the silent stars go by. Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; the hopes 
and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
O morning stars together proclaim the holy birth, and praises sing to God the King, and 
peace to men on earth; For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, while mortals 
sleep the angels keep their watch of wond’ring love. 
How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv’n! So God imparts to human hearts the 
blessings of his heav’n. No ear may hear his coming; but in this world of sin, where meek 
souls will receive him still, the dear Christ enters in. 
 
Reading: Luke 2:8-16                Pastor Bob Higle 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then 
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah,* the 
Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger. ’And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,* praising God and 
saying, Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’* 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go 
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us. ’
So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 

 
 
 



VI. Sweet was the song 
Sweet was the song the Virgin sang, when she to Bethlem Juda came and was delivered 
of a Son that blessed Jesus hath to name. Lulla, lula, lula, lullaby. 
‘Sweet babe, sweet babe,’ sang she, ‘My son, and eke a Saviour born, who has 
vouchsafed from on high to visit us that were forlorn.’ . Lulla, lula, lula, lullaby 
‘Sweet babe’, sang she and rocked him sweetly on her knee. 
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright; Round yon virgin mother and child, holy 
infant so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly. Peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Reading: Matthew 2:1-11                       Pastor Stanley Jenkins 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage. ’When King Herod heard this, he 
was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of 
the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of 
Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no 
means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my 
people Israel.’  ”Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for 
the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage. ’
When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had 
seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star 
had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary 
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

 
VII. Rejoice and be merry 

Rejoice!  
Rejoice and be merry in song and in mirth! O praise our Redeemer, all mortals on earth! 
For this is the birthday of Jesus our King, who brought us salvation: his praises we’ll sing! 
Rejoice! 
A heavenly vising appeared in the sky; vast numbers of angels the shepherds did spy, 
proclaiming the birthday of Jesus our King, who brought us salvation: his praises we’ll 
sing! 
Likewise a bright star in the sky did appear, which led the wise men from the east to 
draw near; they found the Messiah, sweet Jesus our King, who brough us salvation: his 
praises we’ll sing, we’ll sing! 
On Christmas night all Christians sing to hear the news the angels bring, 
(And when they were come, they their treasures unfold,) 
On Christmas night all Christians sing to hear the news the angels bring –  
(And unto him offered myrrh, incense, and gold.) 
News of great joy, news of great mirth, news of our merciful King’s birth, 
(So blessed forever be Jesus our King, who brought us salvation; his praises we’ll sing.) 
Rejoice! 
 

VIII. This is the truth (II) 
And at this season of the year our blest redeemer did appear, and here did live, and here 
did preach, and many thousands he did teach. 
And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love, 
For that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heaven above; 
(Thus he in love to us behaved, to show us how we must be saved;) 
And he leads his children on to the place where he is gone. 
(And if you want to know the way, be pleased to hear what he did say.) 



Not in that poor, lowly stable, with the oxen standing by, we shall see him 
(God grant to all within this place true saving faith, that special grace) 
But in heaven, at God’s right hand on high, When like stars his children crowned 
(Which to his people doth belong: thus I close my Christmas song.) 
All in white shall wait around. 
And thus I close my Christmas song. 

 
        

PARTICIPANTS 
 
Megan Higle, Director 
Sergei Kvitko, organ 
Emily Diericlx, flute 
Colton Germane, oboe 
Katelynn Ehlert, harp 
Steven Wulff, percussion 
 
Children’s Choir 
Leah Gates, Maddy Gates, Caidence Houghtaling Sydney Knapp, Jaydn Ross, Maya West 
 
Chancel Choir 
SOPRANO 
Jean Bolley (PCC) 
Lydia Bradford 
Erin Carey 
Sue Carey 
Annie Rowbal (PCC) 
Katie Sundeen*+ 
 
ALTO 
Kathy Banghart 
Brooke Broughton 
Chrisann Lowe 
Nan Carter 
Sue Reams 
Joyce Schaub 
Rachel Showalter 
Tori Tyler*+ 
 
TENOR 
Jim Botting 
Benjamin English+ 
Tim Gates 
Christopher Venetis 
Alex Wassom (PCC) 
 
BASS 
George Bennett                      *soloist 
Ian Broughton      +section leader 
Colin Dewitt*+       
Pr. Bob Higle (PCC) 
Fred Lowe 
Brian Koon 



   
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER                
 The Prayer of Thanksgiving                  
  Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
  People:  And also with you. 
  Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
  People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
  Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 Leader:  … who forever sing to the glory of your name 
Sanctus (Sung in unison)    572[GTG] Holy, Holy, Holy 
  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth  

are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who  
    comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  

         Leader:     … Let us proclaim together the mystery of faith: 
         The Mystery of Faith (unison)    

People: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
Pastor:  Invocation of Holy Spirit 

Lord’s Prayer (unison) 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

  
Pastor: Words of Institution 
The Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
Responsive Prayer after the Supper 

Leader:  You have given yourself to us, Lord; 
  People:  Now we give ourselves for others. 
  Leader:  Your love has made us a new people; 
  People:  As a people of love we will serve you with joy. 
  Leader:  Your glory has filled our hearts; 
  People: Help us to glorify you in all things. Amen 
 
PRESENTING OUR GIFTS        

Offering  
Offertory  

 

++HYMN 82[GTG]  Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 
With it’s opening, “Come,” this hymn sounds the note of entreaty and invitation that characterizes the 
Advent season (from the Latin advents = “coming”). Its blending of memory and hope helps us to 
give voice to our present faith as we stand between the past and the future. 



 

++BENEDICTION                
 
 ++BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS       306[GTG] 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love: 
                         The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.          
 
++POSTLUDE                        Sergei Kvitko 

 
 



  *PLEASE BE AWARE THAT WE USE CAMERAS TO BROADCAST VIDEO OF OUR 

CHURCH SERVICES. Licensed music streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-731144. All rights reserved." 

 

 
 

INFORMATION FOR THE DAY 

 
Participants in this morning’s service: 

Liturgist             Ann Harvey 
Organist/Pianist   Sergei Kvitko 
Director of Music   Megan Higle  
Bells of First Director  Darin Showalter 
Pastor     Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

 
Concerns of the congregation:  

In care facilities: Jean Dietrich (Story Point of Grand Ledge)   
   Dianne Rector (Rosewood Manor in DeWitt) 

   Emma Lou Knight (Fairview Adult Foster Care in  
Grand Ledge) 

 

CHANCEL FLOWERS today are provided by the 175th Anniversary Planning 

Committee.  

HEARING ASSISTANCE (The devices have been recently checked and they DO 
work!)  LARGE PRINT AND BRAILLE BULLETINS (If you would like a Braille bulletin, 
please let the church office know ahead of time.) We also have CUSHIONS available if you 
find the pews uncomfortable! Please see one of the ushers if any of these aids to worship 
will enhance your participation in the service. 
 
FLOWER CHART   There are many dates available on the chart to celebrate special days 
in our church family.  The new price is $50. Simply sign up on the chart (in the office hall), 
indicate the occasion that you would like celebrated or honored (birthday, anniversary or 
memorial), write a check to the church and give it to Tracy, and we will order for you.  If you 
would like to purchase or provide a silk arrangement for use when we don’t have a fresh 
arrangement scheduled, please see Judy Whitman.  Thank you!  - Worship Committee. 
 
"YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL TO OUR MISSION! PLEASE SCAN THIS CODE WITH 
YOUR SMARTPHONE TO GIVE SECURELY ONLINE." Take a picture with your phone 
and it will take you to the website to make a donation. 
 

                                        
 



     THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 
 
Sunday, December 4    
10:00 a.m.         Morning Worship 
11:15 a.m. 175th Anniversary Meal – Litten Hall 
12:30 p.m. Victory in Jesus Ministries Worship 
 
Monday, December 5 
10:00 a.m. Global Institute of Lansing classes 
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting – Library 
5:30 p.m. Yoga – Yoga Room 
6:30 p.m. Bells of First rehearsal 
 
Tuesday, December 6 
10:00 a.m. Global Institute of Lansing classes 
11:00 a.m. Boomer Lunch – Parlor 
4:00 p.m. Adult Forum Committee Meeting 
5:30 p.m. Worship Commitee Meeting 
6:00 p.m. Global Institute of Lansing classes 
6:00 p.m. ALP - Library 
6:30 p.m. Glen Erin Pipe Band Rehearsal – Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m. Capital City Chordsmen rehearsal – Chapel 
7:00 p.m. Book Group - Zoom 
 
Wednesday, December 7 
9:00 a.m. NWI Food Distribution 
10:00 a.m. Global Institute of Lansing classes 
10:30 a.m. Lectionary Bible Study 
4:30 p.m. Lansing Children’s Choir rehearsal 
5:30 p.m. Yoga – Yoga Room 
6:00 p.m. Mid MI Photo Club Meeting – Litten Hall 
6:30 p.m. Mission and Social Justice Committee meeting 
 
Thursday, December 8 
10:00 a.m. Global Institute of Lansing classes 
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. Victory in Jesus Bible Study – Library 
 
Friday, December 9 
11:00 a.m. HOME Link group – Parlor /Library 
5:30 p.m. Yoga – Yoga Room 
 
Saturday, December 10 
Noon  GIL Class 
 
Sunday, December 11 
10:00 a.m.        Morning Worship 
11:15 a.m. Town Hall Meeting 
12:30 p.m. Victory in Jesus Ministries Worship 
4:00 p.m. Christmas for Jazz Lovers Concert - Sanctuary 

 
 
 
 



      CONGREGATIONAL LIFE  
 

 
 FOR YOUR INFORMATION - THE SESSION is actively working on the method of 
fulfilling our pledge of $100,000 to the Justice League. The proposal under 
consideration does not take any funding from the principal of the Endowment Fund. 
 
175th ANNIVERSARY DINNER is in Litten Fellowship Hall after today's worship 
service. Donations (cash or check) will be accepted at the dinner for dinner expenses. 

EVENING ADVENT BIBLE STUDY ON TUESDAYS 6:00 – 6:45 PM   Adult Ed is 
offering an Evening Advent Bible Study called “Illuminating Advent”. You can participate 
either in person at church or at home on zoom. It will be offered Tuesday, Dec 6th, 13th 
and 20th. If you are participating on zoom please pick up the material at the church 
office or on Sunday prior to the date. 
  
THE DEACONS PLAN TO GIVE 100 HOLIDAY MEALS FOR THANKSGIVING AND 
100 FOR CHRISTMAS TO NEEDY FAMILIES   Recipients will be ongoing food pantry 
customers. This year we expect that the meals will cost approximately $50 each. Your 
contributions will be appreciated. Checks should be written to the church. Be sure to 
designate holiday meals on the memo line.  
 
MEN’S GROUP CHRISTMAS GATHERING   All men are invited to the annual Men’s 
Group Christmas gathering at the Donaldsons’ home (118 Green Meadows, Delta Twp, 
48917) on Monday, December 12 at 5:30 pm.  Deb’s delicious minestrone soup and 
Jim’s hot chili along with breads and cookies will be provided for the meal.  Everyone is 
asked to bring a snack to share and their own beverage.  Please RSVP to Jim at 321-
5434 or 517-515-4603.   

GLEN ERIN PIPE BAND ROBERT BURNS CELEBRATION   Tickets are on sale now 
for the Glen Erin Pipe Band's Robert Burns Celebration January 28, 2023 at MSU's 
Kellogg Center. This event with dinner, concerts, and dancing is a highlight of the 
Scottish cultural calendar and well attended by members of First Pres. Tickets are $50. 
Contact Bill Collins for more info or to reserve a seat with the First Pres group. 
bill@pipercollins.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:bill@pipercollins.com


ADULT FORUM  
(11:15-12:15 in Litten Hall downstairs or on zoom).   

(Childcare is available through this time.)     
  

DECEMBER 4 - TODAY 

175th Celebration Dinner                                                                                                                            
Join the congregation in this joyous catered event in Litten Hall.  

 

DECEMBER 11                                                                                                                            
Congregation Q & A following Worship 

 

           DECEMBER 18                                                                               

                                  Review of the Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 

 

 

DECEMBER 25                                                                                                                             
CHRISTMAS DAY!!                                                                                                                             

Adult Education Committee wishes everyone                                                                                    
a safe, happy and blessed Yule tide.    

 

 

      

 

 
 



                    
 

There are two Christmas Memorial opportunities at First Church.  Persons wishing to 

participate may choose which they prefer. One provides pension assistance to retired 

servants of the church and support for historic mission colleges and schools. The 

second provides memorial poinsettias to be used to decorate the Chancel. The cost of a 

poinsettia is $15.00 this year. A like amount is suggested for the Church, clearly marked 

either "Pension Fund" or "Poinsettia." GIFTS MUST BE RECEIVED IN THE CHURCH 

OFFICE BY MONDAY, DECEMBER 12 FOR INCLUSION IN THE 

DECEMBER 18 BULLETIN.   

Enclosed is a gift to have a poinsettia in the chancel given 

 

In memory of:  

_______________________________________________________________ 

OR 

In honor of:  

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

From:         

_______________________________________________________________ 

 


