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SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
January 15, 2023    10:00 a.m.  

                                       2nd Sunday after Epiphany         
 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                     
    In order to maintain our worship environment, please turn off your cell phones. Thank you.    
        
PRELUDE             Sergei Kvitko 

           
                    

CALL TO WORSHIP            Christopher Venetis                           
Leader:  We are the church:  
People: sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints.  
Leader:  We are the church:  
People: together with those in every place who call on the name of Jesus Christ.  
Leader:  Grace and peace to you from God our Creator and our Lord Jesus Christ! 

 
++HYMN 853[GTG]  We Are Marching In the Light of God 
This lively Zulu / Xhosa freedom song originated in a Methodist young men’s group in South 
Africa and has gone on to become popular in many other languages around the globe. Some 
additional stanzas are suggested, but others may be improves as appropriate to the occasion. 



 



            
SERVICE OF RENEWAL                 Christopher Venetis  

Call to Confession                               
         

 
 
 



Unison Prayer of Confession      
God of the ages, We do not always wait with patience. We do not always sing 
your praises. We do not always recognize your work in our lives.  
We would rather take the credit for ourselves. We would rather take the easy 
way out. We would rather step on others if it means more for ourselves. 
Forgive us for all the ways we forget you. Help us to delight to do your will.  
Help us to trust in you and return us to the path of righteousness. 

 
Assurance of Pardon                                                         
++ Response to Forgiveness  439[GTG] O My Soul, Bless Your Redeemer (verse 3) 

Far as east from west is distant, God has put away our sin; 
like the pity of a father has the Lord’s compassion been. 

(STUTTGART) 
  
++PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST                     Christopher Venetis 

Leader:  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
People:  And also with you.  

                       
                                    Be still and know that I am God (three times) 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                             Christopher Venetis 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON       Psalm 40:1-11                             Christopher Venetis 
1I waited patiently for the LORD; he inclined to me and heard my cry. 2He drew me up from the 
desolate pit, out of the miry bog, and set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure. 
3He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God. Many will see and fear, and put their 
trust in the LORD. 4Happy are those who make the LORD their trust, who do not turn to the proud, to 
those who go astray after false gods. 5You have multiplied, O LORD my God, your wondrous deeds 
and your thoughts toward us; none can compare with you. Were I to proclaim and tell of them, they 
would be more than can be counted. 6Sacrifice and offering you do not desire, but you have given 
me an open ear. Burnt offering and sin offering you have not required. 7Then I said, “Here I am; in 
the scroll of the book it is written of me. 8I delight to do your will, O my God; your law is within my 
heart.” 9I have told the glad news of deliverance in the great congregation; see, I have not restrained 
my lips, as you know, O LORD. 10I have not hidden your saving help within my heart, I have spoken 
of your faithfulness and your salvation; I have not concealed your steadfast love and your 
faithfulness from the great congregation. 11Do not, O LORD, withhold your mercy from me; let your 
steadfast love and your faithfulness keep me safe forever. 
 

Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                                              
 People:  Thanks be to God.              

 

CHORAL ANTHEM       I Believe This Is Jesus            by Undine Smith Moore 
I believe this is Jesus; come and see, come and see; 
 I believe this is Jesus; come and see, come and see. 
The light of God shines in his face, oh come and see. 

He offers all his pardoning grace; come and see, come and see. 
I believe this is Jesus; come and see, come and see; 
 I believe this is Jesus; come and see, come and see. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
GOSPEL LESSON   John 1:29-42                 Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
29The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world! 30This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of 
me because he was before me.’ 31I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this 
reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from 
heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to 
baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of 
God.” 35The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36and as he watched Jesus 
walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!”37The two disciples heard him say this, and 
they followed Jesus. 38When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you 
looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you 
staying?” 39He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, and they 
remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. 40One of the two who heard 
John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41He first found his brother Simon 
and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). 42He brought Simon to 
Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” 
(which is translated Peter). 
 
SERMON                            Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
  
++HYMN   442[GTG]         Just As I Am, Without One Plea 
When illness limited her involvement in a bustling household, the author, Charlotte Elliot, wrote this 
hymn that helped her both to achieve and to express renewed sense of worth ground in Christ’s self-
giving. It’s simple, direct, and deeply felt language has made it a source of comfort to many. 



 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                          Gwen Botting 
     Leader:  The Lord be with you      

People:  And also with you. 
 Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

(Prayers continue) 
 
 
 
 



LORD'S PRAYER  Unison  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  

 
CHORAL AMEN  469[GTG] Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying  

PRESENTING OUR GIFTS        
Offering                     
 
Offertory             Angus Dei                from Gospel Mass by Robert Ray 

Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy on us, have mercy on us. 
For You came to die for me, suffered, bled, and died, died on Calvary. 

Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy on us, have mercy on us. 
In your word you showed us how, we are trying Lord, hear our prayer right now. 

Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, grant us Thy peace, grant us Thy peace. 
Amen. 

 
++ Doxology    607[GTG] Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below; praise Holy 
Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 

 
Prayer of Dedication    

 
++HYMN 39[GTG] Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
Written as a meditation on Lamentations 3:22-23, this text is one of the few hymns among the 1200 
poems by tis Methodist writer and pastor (Thomas O. Chisholm) that has gained much currency. The 
tune that appears here was composed especially for these words, and the pairing had proved 
enduring. 



 



 
BENEDICTION        
 
BLEST BE THE TIE 306[GTG] 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love: 
                         The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.          
 
POSTLUDE          Sergei Kvitko 

 
 
 
 
*PLEASE BE AWARE THAT WE USE CAMERAS TO BROADCAST VIDEO OF OUR 

CHURCH SERVICES. Licensed music streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, 
License #A-731144. All rights reserved." 

  
 
 
 



 

INFORMATION FOR THE DAY 
 
Participants in this morning’s service: 

Liturgist             Christopher Venetis 
Organist/Pianist   Sergei Kvitko 
Director of Music   Megan Higle  
Bells of First Director  Darin Showalter 
Pastor     Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

 
Concerns of the congregation:  

In care facilities: Jean Dietrich (Story Point of Grand Ledge)   
   Dianne Rector (Rosewood Manor in DeWitt) 

   Emma Lou Knight (Fairview Adult Foster Care in  
Grand Ledge) 

 
THE SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION IS EXTENDED TO Rebecca, Raven, Rian Smith, 
and Jackie Metzger and family upon the death of Annette Smith on December 29, 2022. There 
will be visitation at Riley Funeral Home on Thursday, January 19 from 1:00p-6. The service will 
be here at FPC on Friday, January 20 at 11:00 a.m. with visitation at 10:00 prior.  
 
HEARING ASSISTANCE (The devices have been recently checked and they DO 
work!)  LARGE PRINT AND BRAILLE BULLETINS (If you would like a Braille bulletin, please 
let the church office know ahead of time.) We also have CUSHIONS available if you find the 
pews uncomfortable! Please see one of the ushers if any of these aids to worship will enhance 
your participation in the service. 
 
FLOWER CHART   There are many dates available on the chart to celebrate special days in 
our church family.  The new price is $50. Simply sign up on the chart (in the office hall), indicate 
the occasion that you would like celebrated or honored (birthday, anniversary or memorial), 
write a check to the church and give it to Tracy, and we will order for you.  If you would like to 
purchase or provide a silk arrangement for use when we don’t have a fresh arrangement 
scheduled, please see Judy Whitman.  Thank you!  - Worship Committee. 
 
"YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL TO OUR MISSION! PLEASE SCAN THIS CODE WITH YOUR 
SMARTPHONE TO GIVE SECURELY ONLINE." Take a picture with your phone and it will 
take you to the website to make a donation. 

                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 
 
 
Sunday, January 15    
10:00 a.m.                      Morning Worship 
11:30 a.m.  Adult Forum 
12:30 p.m.              Victory in Jesus Ministries Worship 
1:00 p.m.  Glen Erin Pipe Band rehearsal 

 
Monday, January 16 MLK Jr. Day- Offices closed 
10:00 a.m.-12  AARO – Litten Hall 
5:30 p.m.  Yoga – Yoga Room 
6:30 p.m.  Bells of First rehearsal 
 
Tuesday, January 17 
9:00 a.m.  GIL Class 
1:00 p.m.  AARP Tax Training- Litten Hall 
6:00 p.m.  GIL Class 
6:30 p.m.  Glen Erin Pipe Band Rehearsal – Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m.  Capital City Chordsmen rehearsal – Chapel 
 
Wednesday, January 18 
9:00 a.m.  GIL Class 
10:30 a.m.  Lectionary Bible Study – Zoom 
4:30 p.m.  Lansing Children’s Choir rehearsal - Chapel 
5:30 p.m.  Yoga – Yoga Room 
7:00 p.m.  Deacons/Session Joint Meeting 
 
Thursday, January 19 
9:00 a.m.  GIL Class 
1:00 p.m.  AARP Tax Training 
6:00 p.m.  Greater Lansing Quilt Guild – Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir rehearsal 
7:00 p.m.  Victory in Jesus Bible Study – Library 
 
Friday, January 20 
11:00 a.m.  Funeral Service for Annette Smith   
5:30 p.m.  Yoga – Yoga Room 
 
Saturday, January 21 
 
Sunday, January 22 
10:00 a.m.                      Morning Worship 
11:30 a.m.  Adult Forum 
12:30 p.m.              Victory in Jesus Ministries Worship 
3:00 p.m.  Piano recital - Chapel 

 
 
 
 
 



CONGREGATIONAL LIFE            
 
 

 
GLEN ERIN PIPE BAND ROBERT BURNS CELEBRATION   Tickets are on sale now 
for the Glen Erin Pipe Band's Robert Burns Celebration January 28, 2023 at MSU's 
Kellogg Center. This event with dinner, concerts, and dancing is a highlight of the 
Scottish cultural calendar and well attended by members of First Pres. Tickets are $50. 
Contact Bill Collins for more info or to reserve a seat with the First Pres group. 
bill@pipercollins.com 
 
THE PRESBYTERY 2023 PER CAPITA IS $39.10 PER PERSON.  
Presbyterians have used per capita—an annual per member apportionment assessed 
by the General Assembly (Book of Order, G-3.0106; see also Standing Rule F.4.b.), and 
by many synods and presbyteries, to enable Presbyterians mutually and equitably to 
share the ecclesiastical and administrative costs of sustaining our witness to Christ—as 
a sign of the covenant that binds us together. 
 
2023 PLEDGE ENVELOPES ARE LOCATED ON THE CREDENZA AT THE BACK 
OF THE CHAPEL. If you don’t see a box with your name on it and would like one 
please contact Bev Bockes. 
 

 
 

 
ADULT FORUM  

(11:15-12:15 in Litten Hall downstairs or on zoom).   
(Childcare is available through this time.)     

 

 
 
 
 
                                                           JANUARY 15 – TODAY                                                                                                                                                                      
WHAT DOES IT MEAN THAT WE ARE CHRISTIANS... PROTESTANTS... PRESBYTERIANS? 
Charlie Herrick will lead a discussion on what is distinctive about the faith we profess. Today’s focus will 
be on what all branches of Christianity hold in common (more or less!), with an outline provided. What is 
more particular to Protestantism and then to Presbyterianism will be taken up at another Adult Forum in 
the spring. Come today with your interest and questions 
 
 

 JANUARY 22 
                                      SECURITY IN THE CHURCH   

With Mike Bryan and Emergency Preparedness Committee                                                                                                                                                 
The Emergency Preparedness Committee will talk about threats in the church 

and how everyone should react depending on their location in the church.  
What should you do in the Food Pantry or yoga room? 

Geoff Blair has agreed to join the group and brings quite a bit of security experience. 
 

mailto:bill@pipercollins.com


 
 

                              JANUARY 29                                                                                                                                                      
                               MY FAITH JOURNEY  

            With Prince Solace 
Prince says: “As a child I’ve always felt protected and guided by God’s hand. However, 
as I grew into young adulthood I began to rely on my own devices and suppressed my 
spiritual guidance to please the world around me. I invite you listen to my journey of 
falling back into God’s guidance strengthening my voice along the way” 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


