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SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
January 8, 2023    10:00 a.m.  

                                         Epiphany of the Lord         
 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                     
    In order to maintain our worship environment, please turn off your cell phones. Thank you.    
        
PRELUDE      

                         
CALL TO WORSHIP                              Bethanne Jenks 
Leader: Arise, shine: for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon you.  
People: We come to this space, following the star, seeking a miracle.  
Leader:  You will see and be radiant, your heart shall thrill and rejoice  
People: for here we find a prophecy fulfilled, and a mystery revealed! 
 
++HYMN 145[GTG]  What Child is This? 
This Victorian text gains scope and power by having the original second halves of stanzas two and 
three restored. They give a stark forward glimpse of what lies ahead for the “babe, the Son of Mary!” 
The tune is much older, dating from Tudor England. 



              
SERVICE OF RENEWAL                 Bethanne Jenks               

Call to Confession                               
         

Unison Prayer of Confession      
Holy Refugee of Israel, we would like to believe that we would be like the magi, 
that we would protect the innocent child, that we would stand up to power. But 
too often we have turned away from those who need us. Too often we have 
bent to the powers that be, resigning ourselves to the way it has always been. 
Forgive our lack of action, guide us back to your purposes, and help us be 
brave enough to do your will. 



  
Assurance of Pardon                                                         
++ Response to Forgiveness  439[GTG] O My Soul, Bless Your Redeemer (verse 3) 

Far as east from west is distant, God has put away our sin; 
like the pity of a father has the Lord’s compassion been. 

(STUTTGART) 
 
++PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST              Bethanne Jenks                          

Leader:  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
People:  And also with you.  

                       
                                    Be still and know that I am God (three times) 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                        Bethanne Jenks 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON  Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14             Bethanne Jenks 
1Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to a king’s son. 2May he judge your 
people with righteousness, and your poor with justice. 3May the mountains yield prosperity for the 
people, and the hills, in righteousness. 4May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give 
deliverance to the needy, and crush the oppressor. 5May he live while the sun endures, and as long 
as the moon, throughout all generations. 6May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like 
showers that water the earth. 7In his days may righteousness flourish and peace abound, until the 
moon is no more. 
 

10May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles render him tribute, may the kings of Sheba and Seba 
bring gifts.11May all kings fall down before him, all nations give him service. 12For he delivers the 
needy when they call, the poor and those who have no helper. 13He has pity on the weak and the 
needy, and saves the lives of the needy. 14From oppression and violence he redeems their life; and 
precious is their blood in his sight. 

 
Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                                              

 People:  Thanks be to God.              
 

CHORAL ANTHEM    Jesus Loves Me / We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus   arr. Robert Hobby 
 

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so; little ones to him belong, they are weak, but 
he is strong. Yes, Jesus loves me. Yes, Jesus loves me. Yes, 

 Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so. 
We are baptized in Christ Jesus, we are baptized in his death; that as Christ is raised victorious, we 

might live a brand new life. And if we have been united in a dreadful death like his, we will all be 
reunited, for he lives. 

Jesus loves me! He who died heaven’s gates to open wide;  
he will wash away my sin, let his little child come in. 

In the water and the witness, in the breaking of the brad, in the waiting arms of Jesus who is risen 
from the dead. God has made a new beginning from the ashes of our past; 

 in the losing and the winning we hold fast. 
Jesus loves me! He will stay close beside me all the way; when at last I come to die, 

 he will take me home on high. 
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to Christ the Son, glory to the Holy Spirit, ever three and ever 

one; as it was in the beginning, 
 glory now resounds again in a song that has no ending. Amen. 

Yes, Jesus loves me. Yes, Jesus loves me. Yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so. 
 



 
GOSPEL LESSON           Matthew 2:1-12      Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he 
was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of 
the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of 
Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by 
no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my 
people Israel.’” 7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for 
the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 
9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had 
seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star 
had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary 
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 
SERMON                            Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
  
++HYMN 151[GTG]        We Three Kings of Orient Are 
Although Christians had begun by the 2nd century to speak of these visitors from eastern countries 
(Matthew 2:1-2) as “kings,” perhaps because of passages like Psalm 72:10 and Isaiah 60:3, it is 
more accurate to think of them as magi or astrologers, the scholars of their day. 



 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER                
 The Prayer of Thanksgiving                  
  Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
  People:  And also with you. 
  Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
  People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
  Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 



  People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 Leader:  … who forever sing to the glory of your name 
Sanctus (Sung in unison)    572[GTG] Holy, Holy, Holy 
  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth  

are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who  
    comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  

         Leader:     … Let us proclaim together the mystery of faith: 
         The Mystery of Faith (unison)    

People: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
Pastor:  Invocation of Holy Spirit 

 

Lord’s Prayer (unison) 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

  
Pastor: Words of Institution 
The Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
Responsive Prayer after the Supper 

Leader:  You have given yourself to us, Lord; 
  People:  Now we give ourselves for others. 
  Leader:  Your love has made us a new people; 
  People:  As a people of love we will serve you with joy. 
  Leader:  Your glory has filled our hearts; 
  People: Help us to glorify you in all things. Amen 
 
PRESENTING OUR GIFTS        

Offering                     
 
Offertory Take Me To the Water              arr. Rollo Dilworth 

Take me to the water. Take me to the sea. Take me to the river so that my spirit can be free. 
Gonna lay my burdens down, down by the riverside. Gonna wade in the water, the water that flows 

both deep and wide. Oh, take me, take me, take me to the water. 
Gonna lay down my burdens, down by the riverside… 

Gonna lay down my sword and shield, down by the riverside… 
Wade in the water, wade in the water children, wade in the water.  

God’s a-gonna trouble the water. 
Take me to the water! Take me to the sea! Take me to the water! Set my spirit free! 

Oh, take me, take me, take me to the water. 
 
++ Doxology    607[GTG] Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below; praise Holy 
Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 

 
Prayer of Dedication    

 
++HYMN 408[GTG]  There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit 
This gospel hymn grew out of the African American author/composer’s intense experience of prayer 
with her interracial choir in Los Angeles on Sunday morning before worship. She, Doris Akers, 
recalled that sense of “a sweet, sweet Spirit” when she sat down at her piano the next day. 



 



BENEDICTION        
 
BLEST BE THE TIES 306[GTG] 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love: 
                         The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.          
 
POSTLUDE    
 
 
 



*PLEASE BE AWARE THAT WE USE CAMERAS TO BROADCAST VIDEO OF OUR 

CHURCH SERVICES. Licensed music streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-731144. All rights reserved." 

  
 

INFORMATION FOR THE DAY 
 
 
Participants in this morning’s service: 

Liturgist             Bethanne Jenks 
Organist/Pianist   Sergei Kvitko 
Director of Music   Megan Higle  
Bells of First Director  Darin Showalter 
Pastor     Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

 
Concerns of the congregation:  

In care facilities: Jean Dietrich (Story Point of Grand Ledge)   
   Dianne Rector (Rosewood Manor in DeWitt) 

   Emma Lou Knight (Fairview Adult Foster Care in  
Grand Ledge) 

 
HEARING ASSISTANCE (The devices have been recently checked and they DO 
work!)  LARGE PRINT AND BRAILLE BULLETINS (If you would like a Braille bulletin, 
please let the church office know ahead of time.) We also have CUSHIONS available if 
you find the pews uncomfortable! Please see one of the ushers if any of these aids to 
worship will enhance your participation in the service. 
 
FLOWER CHART   There are many dates available on the chart to celebrate special 
days in our church family.  The new price is $50. Simply sign up on the chart (in the 
office hall), indicate the occasion that you would like celebrated or honored (birthday, 
anniversary or memorial), write a check to the church and give it to Tracy, and we will 
order for you.  If you would like to purchase or provide a silk arrangement for use when 
we don’t have a fresh arrangement scheduled, please see Judy Whitman.  Thank you!  - 
Worship Committee. 
 
"YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL TO OUR MISSION! PLEASE SCAN THIS CODE WITH 
YOUR SMARTPHONE TO GIVE SECURELY ONLINE." Take a picture with your 
phone and it will take you to the website to make a donation. 
 

                                        
 

 



THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 
 
Sunday, January 8    
10:00 a.m.                      Morning Worship 
12:30 p.m.              Victory in Jesus Ministries Worship 
1:00 p.m.  Glen Erin Pipe Band rehearsal 

 
Monday, January 9 
9:00 a.m.  GIL Class 
10:00 a.m.-12  AARO – Litten Hall 
10:00 a.m.  Staff Meeting 
5:30 p.m.  Yoga – Yoga Room 
6:00 p.m.  GIL Class 
6:30 p.m.  Bells of First rehearsal 
 
Tuesday, January 10 
9:00 a.m.  GIL Class 
11:30 a.m.  Beyond Boomer Luncheon- Parlor 
5:30 p.m.  Worship Committee Meeting 
6:00 p.m.  GIL Class 
6:00 p.m.  Mid MI Photo Club Officers Meeting – Library 
6:30 p.m.  Glen Erin Pipe Band Rehearsal – Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m.  Capital City Chordsmen rehearsal – Chapel 
 
Wednesday, January 11 
9:00 a.m.  GIL Class 
10:30 a.m.  Lectionary Bible Study – Zoom 
1:00 p.m.  AARP Tax Training – Litten Hall 
2:30 p.m.  B&G Committee Meeting – Library 
4:30 p.m.  Lansing Children’s Choir rehearsal - Chapel 
5:30 p.m.  Yoga – Yoga Room 
7:00 p.m.  Deacons Meeting 
 
Thursday, January 12 
9:00 a.m.  GIL Class 
9:00 a.m.  NWI Food Distribution 
7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir rehearsal 
7:00 p.m.  Victory in Jesus Bible Study – Library 
 
Friday, January 13 
1:00 p.m.  AARP Tax Training – Litten Hall 
5:30 p.m.  Yoga – Yoga Room 
 
Saturday, January 14 
 
Sunday, January 15 
10:00 a.m.                      Morning Worship 
11:30 a.m.  Adult Forum 
11:30 a.m.  Finance Committee meeting 
12:30 p.m.              Victory in Jesus Ministries Worship 

 
 
 



CONGREGATIONAL LIFE            
 
 

175th ANNIVERSARY PARAMENT BANNER is on display in the sanctuary for today's 
worship service. During the singing of the last hymn, the banner will be removed from 
the sanctuary and included in the recessional at the end of the service. The removal of 
the banner brings to a close the observance of our church's 175th anniversary (1847-
2022).  
 

GLEN ERIN PIPE BAND ROBERT BURNS CELEBRATION   Tickets are on sale now 
for the Glen Erin Pipe Band's Robert Burns Celebration January 28, 2023 at MSU's 
Kellogg Center. This event with dinner, concerts, and dancing is a highlight of the 
Scottish cultural calendar and well attended by members of First Pres. Tickets are $50. 
Contact Bill Collins for more info or to reserve a seat with the First Pres group. 
bill@pipercollins.com 
 
THE PRESBYTERY 2023 PER CAPITA IS $39.10 PER PERSON.  
Presbyterians have used per capita—an annual per member apportionment assessed 
by the General Assembly (Book of Order, G-3.0106; see also Standing Rule F.4.b.), and 
by many synods and presbyteries, to enable Presbyterians mutually and equitably to 
share the ecclesiastical and administrative costs of sustaining our witness to Christ—as 
a sign of the covenant that binds us together. 
 
2023 PLEDGE ENVELOPES ARE LOCATED ON THE CREDENZA AT THE BACK 
OF THE CHAPEL. If you don’t see a box with your name on it and would like one 
please contact Bev Bockes. 
 

 
 

ADULT FORUM  
(11:15-12:15 in Litten Hall downstairs or on zoom).   

(Childcare is available through this time.)     
 

 
JANUARY 8 – Today  

        UNDECORATING DAY            
    Many hands make light work!  Join the helpers put away the holiday decorations. 

           No Adult Forum 
 
 

                        JANUARY 15                                                                                                                                                      
                  MY FAITH JOURNEY -   With Prince Solace 

Prince says: “As a child I’ve always felt protected and guided by God’s hand. However, as I grew into young 
adulthood I began to rely on my own devices and suppressed my spiritual guidance to please the world around me. 
I invite  you listen to my journey of falling back into God’s guidance strengthening  my voice along the way” 

 
 

JANUARY 22 

mailto:bill@pipercollins.com


SECURITY IN THE CHURCH                                                                                                                                                   
The Emergency Preparedness Committee will talk about threats in the church 

and how everyone should react depending on their location in the church. 
What should you do in the Food Pantry or yoga room? 

Geoff Blair has agreed to join the group and brings quite a bit of security experience. 
 
 
 

JANUARY 29                                                                                                                                                                
Third Lesson of Church & Social Issues           

   DISCIPLESHIP IN THE PUBLIC SPHERE:      Following Jesus means standing up for as well as standing 
against, standing alongside as well as standing apart. Advocating justice, protesting inequalities, and being involved 

in informed stewardship are transforming Christian practices of social witness.                                                                                                                                   
Come join us in this exploration of God’s word.                                                                                                                                

Led by Elder Ceci Anderson 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


